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PREFACE. 


THE  great  deiign  of  the  adorable  Re- 
deemer when  he  came  down  from 
Heaven,  was  to  procure  peace  upon  earth, 
and  good- will  towards  men.  To  correfpond 
with  this  defirable  and  blefled  purpofe  is  the 
great  end  and  objeft  of  this  Hiftory ;  particu- 
larly, amidfl  the  various  denominations  into 
which  the  Chriftian  world  is  divided,  to  unite 
in  one  holy  bond  of  love,  all  who  love  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity,  without  an/ 
confideration  of  the  country  they  may  occupy, 
the  forms  of  church  government  they  have 
embraced,  or  the  uneffential  differences  in  reli- 
gious opinions,  which  through  the  prefent  in- 
firmity of  intelleft,  or  the  prejudices  of  educa- 
tion, they  may  have  imbibed.  The  true 
Church  has  but  one  head,  even  Chrift  ;  and 
we  are  all  members  one  of  another.     It  will 
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be  a  better  proof  of  our  genuine  Chriftianity, 
infinitely  more  con4ucc  to  the  fpread  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  tend  unfpeakably  more  to  the 
edification  of  our  own  iouls,  to  love  one  ano- 
ther out  of  a  pure  heart  fervently,  and  to  bear 
and  forbeat  with  each  other  in  fubordins^te 
matters,  than  to  contend  for  fyftems,  or  ex* 
clufive  eftablilhments. 


It  is  impoffible  to  doubt  the  excellence,  to 
difpute  the  abihty,  to  qucftion  the  learning, 
or  impeach  the  purity  of  many,  who  have  de- 
monftrated  the  genuinenefs  of  their  faith  and 
hope  under  all  our  different  modes  of  feligtous 
profeflion,  the  Papifts  themfelves  not  except- 
ed.  And  if  the  great  Head  of  the  Church 
will  not  exclude  them  from  his  kingdom  and 
glory,  and  we  are  bound  to  hope  that  we  (hall 
meet,  and  be  joined  together  in  one  holy 
fellow  (hip  through  a  bleflfed  eternity,  how 
powerfully  does  this  call  upon  us  to  cultivate 
a  greater  enhrgement  of  heart  towards  all  the 
holy  brethren  !   We  leave  to  bigots,  and  the 
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tiablefty  to  execrate,  excommunicate,  and  iin- 
chriilianize  every  man  that  gathers  not  with 
th«m,  and  dares  to  differ  a  hair's  breadth  from 
their  dogmas  or  decifions.  But  if  the  fpirit 
of  love  and  of  a  found  mind,  has  truly  taken 
pofTefHon  of  our  bofoms,  we  (hall  feel  too 
much  of  the  blefTednefs  of  the  temper  itfelf 
to  fufFer  unhallowed  encroachments  thereon. 
We  ihali  watch  every  avenue  of  the  heart,  at 
which  bitternefs  and  wrath,  and  anger  and 
clamour, 'and  evil  fpeaking  would  enter,  to 
difturb  the  repofe  of  our  own  fouls,  and  to 
trouble  our  brethren  ;  and  fhall  exemplify  the 

r 

chara£lcr  of  theelcft  of  God,  holy,  and  beloved, 
by  putting  on  bowels  of  mercy,  kindnefs, 
humblenefs  of  mind,  meeknefs,  long  fuffer- 
ing.  Thefe  will  always  carry  irrefiflible  evi- 
dence to  the  confcience,  that  we  have  been 
truly  baptifed  into  Chrifl,  and  have  put  on 
Chrift.  Whilfl  if  any  man  hath  not  this  fpirit 
of  Chrijl^  whatever  elfc  he  may  conceit  he 
pofTcfTes,  afTuredly  he  is  none  of  his.  It  is 
p^  wifh  and  prayer  therefore  vvhilfl  the  truth 
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is  to  be  fought  with  impartiality,  that  the 
heart  may  be  enlarged  in  charity,  and  ennobled 
with  love,  without  diffimulation ;  for  if  wc 
have  the  head  and  tongue  of  men  or  of  angels, 
and  have  not  this  divine  temper  in  exercife, 
we  (hould  be  but  as  founding  brafs  and  tink- 
ling cymbal.  Thefe  are  truths  which  can 
never  be  too  deeply  impreffed  on  the  con- 
fcience,  and  inculcated  by  all  who  are  true 
Churchmen.  And  I  pray  God,  that  whoever 
reads  the  following  pages  may  grow  more 
into  this  difpofition,  and  lookup  to  Him  who 
giveth  man  knowledge,  that  every  frefli  ac- 
quirement may  be  accompanied  with  an  equal 
meafure  of  fidelity,  devotedncfs  and  love  to 
God  our  Saviour,  and  to  every  foul  redeemed 
by  his  moft  precious  blood,  whether  in  cir-  . 
curacifion  or  uncircumcifion,  barbarian,  Scy- 
thian, bond  or  free. 
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THE  eftablifliment  of  Chriftianity  under  TheOt 
dolius,  and  the  unifoririity  enforced  by  -hi* 
decrees^  feemed  Xo.  have  placed  thb  Catholic 
CnuKCH  on  the  fummk  of  eminence.  This  added 
to  all  the  wealth  poured  into  it,  and  the  patronage 
now  enjoyed,  caft  a  glare  of  fplcndor  around  it^ 
which  might  lead  an  inattentive  fpe6lator  to  reve- 
rence thi8  eilablifhment  as  a  glorious  Church  ;  \xoX 
corruption  already  preyed  on  the  vitals.  The  name 
prevailed,  but  the  glory  was  departed.  The  pro- 
feflion  of  Chrii^ianity  had  become  general^  but  the 
Vol.  II.  B  power 
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power  of  it  was  nearly  loft.  Ambition,  pride, 
luxury,  and  all  the  legioris  of  evils  engendered  by 
wealth  and  power,  lodged  in  her  bofom.  Herefies, 
contentions,  fchifms,  rent  her  garments,  and  dif- 
covered  her  nakednefs :  whilft  every  hand  grafp- 
jng  at  pre-eminence,  fought  their  own  exaltation, 
inftead  of  in  honour  preferring  one  another,  and 
in  ibii^kflcfe  IhftrucEting  thofe  who  oppofed  thcip- 
felves  :  the  vidlors,  as  well  as  the  vanquiftied,  af- 
forded an  humiliating  fpediacle  of  the  abfence  of 
all  divine  principle  and  influence. 

The  divided  fetnpire  began  to  f&ll  in  pieces,  and 
to  be  cruflied  by  its  own  weight ;  whilft  the  feeble 
Bands'Whfch  grafped  the  trembling  fceptre,  fcarcely 
defended  thi  tottering  throhfe  bh'which  f hey  were 
feated.  We  are  now  finking  into  gothic  barbarifm, 
ccclcfiaftical  ufurpation,  monkery  triumphant,  and 
the  profeffion  of  Chriftianity  buned  under  fraiids, 
follies;  cererfiorries,  and  alHunds  of  the  moft  ridi- 
cnlous  and  debafing  fuperftitibhs.  I  feel  mjrfblf^ 
like  the  adventurous  travellef, -entering  the  bum* 
fng  foil  of  Afric,  furrouhded  with  dcfolation,  whirl- 
winds, moving  pillars  of  famfl,  'and  wide  fpreadingf 
barrennefs ;  and  ftrctching  his  eager  eyes  over  the 
^fte,  to  catch  a  rifing  tree,  or  a  Vel-dant  fpot> 
which  may  afford  a  rcfting  place  for  his  weary  feet, 

and  a  welcome  fountain  to  cool  his  patched  tongue* 

«       ik         ,.^^>     .«     «... 
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CHAP.  I. 

I 

CAXAMITIES  AFFLICTING   THE   CHURCH* 

An.  ^T^HE  vaft  empire  of  Rome  was  now  di- 
'P^*    JL    vided  into  two  parts,  Arcadius  reigned 
at  Conilantinopic,  and  Honorius  at  Ravenna,  who 
bad  jM^ferrcd  it  to  Rome  for  the  capital  of  the 
Weft.  Weak  and  feeble  princes.  Under 
AN.  400.  the  latter,  the  Goths  began  their  ravages 
in  the  Weft,  continuing  tbdr  iocurfions 
till  the  final  deftrudion  of  the  empire.  Thefe  were 
-a  fwarm  from  the  northern  hive  of  barbarians, 
called  by  Seldcn,  the  Officina  Gentium,  under 
the  various  names  of  Goths,  Oflrogoths,  Vandak, 
Suevi,  Alans,  Franks,  Burgundians.     The  defola- 
tions  wLich  tbefe  terrible  invaders  fprcad 
AN.  407.  were  inconceivable.    War  of  fuch  a  pre- 
datory kind,   itfelf  muft  be  abundantly 
dreadful ;  but  from  tbefe,  't  was  peculiarly  deftruc- 
tive  to  all  who  profefTcd  the  Catholic  faith.     The 
.barbarous  tribes  were  in  general  idolaters,  ignorant, 
wariike,  living  only  by  the  fword.     Thofc  among 
.them,  (as  was  the  cafe  of  many)  who  had  imbibed 
Any  thing  called  Chriftianity,  had  chiefly  received 
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it  from  the  Arians,  whom  the  feverity  of  the  Thco- 
dofiap  eftabli(hment  had  compelled  to  take  refuge 
among  the  northern  barbarians,  and  who  had  con-^ 
verted  them  to  iheir  Chriftianity.  In  confequence, 
the  firft  irruptions  d(  thcfe  favage  conquerors  were 
marked  with  cfpecial  fury  againft  the  Catholic  pro- 
fcflion.  The  Pagans  in  the  feveral  countries,  who 
remained,  feized  the  occafion  to  ftimulate  their 
heathen  brethren  to  avenge  their  wrongi  on  the 
Chriftians ;  and  wherever  the  Arian  conquerors 
came^  their  perfecutions  of  the  Nicene  believers 
retaliated  fevercly  all  the  evils  which  thfcy  had 
themfelvcs  fuffered.  Though  I  give  not  implicit 
credit  to  the  report  of  Victor  in  Africa,  yet  the  de- 
vafiations  there  were  great,  and  the  maflacres  of 
the  faithful  inhuman.  Gaul  and  Spain  were  de* 
luged  with  thefe  barbarians ;  and  Genferic  pafling 
into  Africa,  every  where  marked  bis  way  with 
blood.  The  bifhops,  who  confefled  the  true  divi- 
nity of  Chriftj  were  tortured,  maimed,  banifhed 
or  maflacred,  and  their  churches  levelled  with  the 
ground.    An.  42g. 

In  the  Eaftj  the  Pcrfian  monarchs  exercifcd  (i- 
milar  fcverities,  by  whatever  caufe  provoked,  and 
threatened  thd  extindlion  of  the  Chriftian  name. 
Whilft  even  where  the  Roman  dominion  ftill  fub- 
fifted,  the  bitternefs  and  enmity  between  the  Or- 
thodox and  Heretics,  fupplied  the  place  of  Pagan 

adver- 
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advcriaries ;  and  the  contefts  for  the  greater  bifliop- 
rics^  at  Rome,  Conf^antinople,  Alexandria,  and 
other  cities,  exhibited  the  fcandalous  conflifls  of 
men  profeffing  the  peaceable  religion  of  Chrift, 
and  murdering  one  another  in  fupport  of  the  am-* 
bitious  candidates,  who  difputed  the  feveral  fees 
with  envenomed  rage,  mutual  excommunications, 
and  torrents  of  blood.  How  deplorable  the  (late 
of  the  Church  muft  have  been,  amidft  thefe  ravages 
without  and  within,  is  hardly  to  be  conceived*: 
whilft  ignorance  and  fuperftition  advanced  with 
gigantic  flrides,  as  truth  and  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures  were  extinguifhing, 

The  Pagan  fyftem,  indeed,  was  nearly  deftr(yjred 
in  the  weftern  empire,  though  fome  fymptoms  of 
k  yet  remained  ;  and  the  impure  rites  of  the  Satur- 
nalia, 'and  Lupercalia,  continued  to  be  celebrated  ; 
too  congenial  with  human  depraved  appetite  to 
be  wholly  abandoned  :  but  frefh  edi<Sb  reftrained 
them,  and  in  the  Eaft  the  younger  Theodofius 
compleatcd  the  converfion  of  Pagan  temples  to  the 
worfhip  of  the  true  God,  and  purged  his  army 
and  raagiftrature  from  every  remnant  of  the  Poly- 
tfaeids :  a  few  fophifts  only  remained  to  fan  the 
expiring  flame.  But  the  Eaft  efcaped  not  the  ra- 
vages of  northern  barbarians.  The  Huns 
AN.  429.  cruelly  invaded  and  plundered  Thrace 
^id  its  conflnea ;  the  Vandals,  Africa  ; 

B  3  whdft 
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whilft  the  Goths  poured  as  a  deluge  on  the  Weft, 
There,  at  laft,  after  the  fackage  of  Rome,  return- 
ing to  the  charge,  Italy  fell,  with  its  capital,  into 

the  bands  of  Odoacer :  and  hardly  bcgat^ 
AN.  476.  to  breathe  under  a  fetlled  government, 

before  a  new  horde  of  Oftrogoths  fup- 
AN.  493.  planted  their  fellows,    Under  Thcodoric 

their  leader,  they  conquered  Odoacer, 
and  after  various  battles,  feized  the  difputed  throne, 
The  miferies  of  the  Church  during  thole  conflicSls 
were  terrible ;  nor  could  fuch  acceflions  as  were 
made,  be  any  compenfation  for  the  lodes  fuftained. 
Even  the  conquerors,  when  they  aflumcd  the  pro- 
feflion  of  Chriftianity  with  whole  nations  and 
^mies  baptifed  at  the  infligation,  and  following 
the  example  of  their  monarch*,  only  changed  oi)e 
fuperfiition  for  anotlier,  and  feem  as  much  heathens 
nearly  as  before.  Such  were  the  Franks  under 
Clovis,  perfuaded  by  his  wife  to  embrace  her  reli- 
gion, and  baptifed  by  Remigius,  bifhop  of  Rheims, 
with  all  his  court.  The  hiftory  of  the  facred  vial, 
but  lately  broken  in  Prance,  is  a  proof  of  the  igno- 
rance on  one  fide,  and  the  knavery  on  the  other ; 
and  forbids  me  to  entertain  any  higher  opinion  of 
the  Chriftianity  of  Reraigius,  than  of  his  Catechu- 
men Clovis.     An.  496. 

An.  449.   The  Saxons  muft  not  be  forgotten-^ 
xnvited  to  kffiA  thehelple&  JBntoaa  to  expel  their 

northern 
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northern  foes,  they  feized  the  kingdom  which  they 
were  called  to  defend ;  inhumanly  ravaged  tho 
country,  dcftroyed  the  churches  and  monaileries^ 
and  drove  the  poor  remains  of  the  Chriftian  inha- 
bitants into  the  mountains  of  Wales^  and  the 
peninfula  of  Cornwall. 

Deflations  fpread  on  every  fide:  but  though 
the  hail  fell  thus  from  Heaven,  men  repented  oot 
of  their  wickednefs,  and  the  Church  grew  more 
corrupt  than  ever^  both  in  do(^rine  and  pnuSice* 

I  am  tracing  the  Chriftian  Church  through  the 
ivildemefs— there  I  fee  the  carcafes  of  the  rebeb  ia 
abundance  ftrewing  the  plain — ^and  I  am  fearching 
out  the  few  Calebs  and  Joihuas,  without  whom^ 
fhe  had  been  made  as  Sodoma,  and  been  like  unto 
Gomorrha. 

I  hardly  need  mention  fome  attempts  of  the 
Jews,  which,  though  mifchievous,  (hewed  only  for 
a  little  while,  their  impotent  malice  againft  the 
Cbriftiaa  name. 


B4  CHAP. 


mtJi^TiAX,  HiSTOity  or  [Per.  3. 


CHAP,  n: 

INTERNAL  DISSENSIONS  AND  HERESIES. 

THE  imperial  eftabliftiment  of  uniformity,  was 
far  from  procuring  the  peace  of  the  Church, 
or  if  we  may  judge  by  experience,  from  advancing 
its  ipiritual  profperity.  The  Church  indeed  be- 
came vail  in  extent.  The  wings  of  the  temple 
were  ftretched  out  wider  and  farther,  and  gold  and 
precious  ftones,  and  gorgeous  robes,  decked  the 
central  fan<5luary  at  Rome  and  Conftantinople,  but 
the  divine  inhabitant  was  fled. 

An.  41 1.  The  herelies  before  recorded  flill  fub- 
lifted.  The  Manichaeans  continued  to  difperfe  their 
wild  opinions,  of  the  two  original  principles  of 
good  and  evil.  The  Novatians,  Meletians,  Mar- 
cionites,  and  others  exjfled,  though  much  reduced 
in  numbers.  But  the  Ponatifts,  particularly  in 
Africa,  feem  to  have  gaiped  a  flrong  intereft  :  as 
they  were  able  in  ^  fynod,  ^vbere  Auguftin  was 
vi6lorious,  to  mufter  two  hundred  and  feventy-nine 
biftiops  of  that  perfuafion.  A  proof  how  fmall 
thofe  African  diocefes  muft  have  beep,  when  more 
thaa  fix  hundred  prelates  ailembled  pn  that  occa- 
/i/.i:  -•  i    1  fion. 
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fion.  The  pen,  and  preaching  of  Auguftin,  thinned 
their  ranks;  and  I  wifh  thefe  had  been  the  onlj 
^capons  he  had  wielded.  I  mufi  condemo^  becauie 
I  believe  it  both  unfcriptural,  and  a  fign  of  weak- 
nefs  in  any  difpute,  where  the  fecular  arm  is  called 
HI  to  inflict  pains  and  penalties  for  opinions.  Many 
returned  to  the  Church  from  convidlion  ;  more 
frQm  terror  of  punifbment ;  and  the  others  were 
cruelly  treated,  baniflied,  or  murdered.  I  fee  no 
fliadow  of  fuch  conduct  allowed  in  the  Gofpel 
word.  Vindicate  this  whoever  will,  my  poor  fuf- 
frage  mud  be  againfl  fuch  proceedings.  They 
would  have  made  me  a  Donatiil,  rather  than  aa 
Auguflinian. 

The  Arians  dill  fubfifted,  and  fpread  their  pcr- 
Bicious  tenets,  however  held  down  by  the  ftrong 
arm  of  power,  and  hunted  out  by  the  orthodox 
under  the  Grecian  Empire.  Many  were  banifhed; 
but  they  carried  with  them  opinions,  held  with 
greater  tenacity,  becaufe  of  the  fufFerings  which 
they  had  brought  upon  them ;  and  taught  with 
greater  zeal  among  the  barbarians,  where  they  had 
taken  refuge.  They  had  under  the  northern 
ravagers,  whofe  confciences  they  direded,  a  fair 
opportunity  of  avenging  the  injuries  which  they 
bad  fufFered ;  and  they  were  too  little  Chriflians  to 
neglect  it.  Their  arm  fell  heavy  upon  the  ortho- 
dox^ whom  they  conquered,  efpecially  in  Africa ; 

and 
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and  they  pleaded  in  their  vindication,  tbeexaniplo 
which  had  been  fet  them  by  the  Theodofian  efta 
blifhment.  fianiihment,  expulfion,  and  plunder, 
were  the  penalties  they  inflidled,  and  often  death 
itfetf.  Auguflin  died  during  a  fiege,  when  thefe 
Vandal  Chriftians  attacked^  and  fubdued  his  dioceie 
and  Africa. '  Ax.  430. 

I  may  not  here  pafs  over  a  very  difputed  fa6l  of 
Arian  cruelty,  and  Catholic  orthodoxy  vindicated 
by.  a  miracle ;  even  the  enabling  thofe  Chriftians, 
whofe  tongues  were  plucked  out  by  the  roots,  by 
the  Vandal  king,  to  recover  and  fpeak  as  plainly  as 
ever  in  vindication  of  the  deity  of  Chrift,  The 
hiftorical  teftimonies  of  the  fadt  are  faid  to  be  re- 
fpeiSable  :  but  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  I  muft  con- 
fcfs,  forbids  me  to  be  credulous.  I  demur  to  the 
witnefles;  I  fufpect  fallacy  in  the  examination  ;  or 
ialfehood  in  the  fadt.  Pious  frauds  had  found  fuch 
vindicators  in  Ainbrofe,  Jerome,  and  others,  that  it 
had  become  meritorious,  to  exalt  orthodoxy  by  any 
means.  Nor  can  I  think  the  Chriilian  caufe  gain- 
ed any  real  force  or  evidence  againi);  Arianifni 
hereby.  I  fear  the  difference  between  the  Arian 
and  Catholic  Chriftians  in  general,  in  all  that  coo- 
Aitutes  real  Chriftianity,  was  very  littie  in  that  day, 
and  except  the  point  of  dodlrine  itfelf^  reipo^ing 
the  eflential  deity  of  Chriil,  fuperftition^  and  aU 
its  degrading  attendants  among  botb^  wtxt  pretty 

equally 
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equally  diflcminated.  The  more  I  copfult  the  book 
of-  God,  and  compare  the  Scripture  miracles  with 
tbeie^  the  lefs  reafbn  I  feci  to  admit  fuch  prodigies. 
The  Athanaiian  creed  needs  them  qot,  and  no  man 
lever  was  convinced  of  divine  truth  iavingly  by 
iniracle. 

An,  429.  But  new  herefies,  the  fpawn  of  idle 
wanderings  of  imagination,  and  eaftern  fubtleties, 
fprung  up,  to  exercife  the  zeal  and  difputes  of  the 
watchful  polemics.  Neftorius  and  Eutycbes,  two 
men  of  good  reputation,  ilarted  a  freOi  fubjedl 
for  inyeiiigation,  refpedling  the  nature  of  Chrift  z 
and  taking  oppoiite  fides^  formed  two  great  parties 
jin  the  Church. 

The  incarnate  God  the  orthodox  church  con- 
fefled,  perfedl  God,  and  perfe<5l  man :  but  the  mode 
of  the  kypojiaiical  union  of  the  divine  and  human 
nature,  had  not  been  fo  cxprefsly  defined.  Apol- 
linaris  had  denied  Chrift  a  human  foul,  and  fup- 
pofed  that  the  divine  nature  fupplied  its  place. 
Keilorius,  a  Syrian,  and  hi^  followers,  to  be  at  the 
greateft  diftancc  from  fuch  an  idea,  fuggefted  that 
Chrift  confifted  of  two  ferfons.  He  rcfufed  Mary 
the  title,  which  religious  zeal  had  begun  to  give 
ber,  of  (ioloKOf  the  mother  of  Gody  and  allowed  her 
to  be  only  the  mother  of  Chrift ^  xStf%%M,oi,  to  whofe 
jbuqiian  nature  alone  the  title  ibould  apply.    Cyril^ 

of 
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of  Alexandria^  denounced  his  anathemas  againft 
this  new  fentiment,  which  were  repelled  by  the 
like,  from  Neftorius  of  Conftantinople.  The  world 
was  in  a  flame  about  a  manner  of  expreilion,  which 
probably  had  candour  and  gentlencfs  been  ufed, 
would  eaiily  have  been  adjufted  and  peace 
An.  431.  reftorcd.  The  council  of  Ephefus  de- 
clared the  true  faith  to  be,  "  one  divine 
peribn,  in  whom  both  natures  compleatly  fubfifted 
without  confufion.**  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
Neftorians  were  a  hair's  breadth  from  admitting  this 
definition,  if  controverfy  had  not  exafpcrated  the 
fpirits  of  all  parties,  and  prevented  an  amicable  ex- 
plication. Neftorius  denied  the  confequences  im- 
puted to  him,  from  refufing  Mary  the  title  of 
mother  of  Gody  and  I  think  with  the  tranflator  of 
Mofheim,  that  the  term  was  neither  fcriptural  nor 
innocent.  Notwithftanding  the  condemnation  of 
Neftorius,  his  fentiments  were  greatly  propagated 
in  the  Eaft,  where  ftill  a  large  body  of  Chriflians 
remains  of  that  denomination. 

An.  448 — 451.  Eutyches^  an  abbot  of  Conftan- 
tinople, adopted  the  oppofite  fentiment  to  Ne- 
ftorius, and  maintained  that  Chrifi  had  but  ^'  one 
"  ptrfon  and  one  nature^  the  Incarnate  word.*^  Hence 
he  was  accufed  of  denying  Chrift's  humanity,  and 
as  fuch  excommunicated  and  depofed.  A  council 
aftembled  at  Ephefus,  admitted  his  explication  of 

hi^ 
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his  fentiments,  and  exculpated  him  frbm  hercfjr. 
But  in  an  appeal  to  Rome,  which  Leo,  tie  grta$ 
in  iniblence  and  prelatical  ambition,  fummoned 
another  council  at  Chakedon,  to  examine,  £u- 
tyches  was  condemned,  baniihed,  and  degraded 
with  Diofcurus  of  Alexandria,  Cyril's  iucceflbr  in 
the  fee ;  and  the  prefident  of  the  Ephdian  coun- 
cil. Eutychcs  was  abfent,  and  not  permitted  to 
plead  his  own  caufe.  Such  was  the  violence 
and  injuilice  of  thefe  wretched  aflemblies.  Leo^s 
letter  was  adopted  as  conveying  the  fenfe  of  the 
Catholic  church,  of  twfk  diftinff  natures  in  vne  per-- 
fm^  without  change,  mixture,  or  confuiion.  But 
the  decifions  of  the  Chalcedon  council  widened  the 
breach  it  (hould  have  healed.  The  followers  of 
Eutycbes  explained,  and  perfiftcd  in  the  umty  tjf 
the  nature^  though  they  admitted  it  twofold  and 
eompotmded.  Acacius,  patriarch  of  Confiantinople, 
wilhing  to  moderate  and  reconcile  all  parties,  en- 
gaged the  Emperor  Zcno  to  publifli  a  decree  of 
union,  in  order  to  heal  the  differences  if  poffiblc, 
between  all  the  contending  parties.  But  the  Ro- 
man pontiff  Felix,  ftrue^gling  for  fupremacy,  feizcd 
this  occaiion  to  aflemble  a  new  council  at  Rome, 
to  confirm  the  ftatutes  of  Chalcedon,  and  excom- 
municated the  patriarch  of  Confiantinople.  Hence 
a  frefh  fehifm,  and  ground  of  quarrel  arofe.  Some 
bifliops  fiding  with  Rome,  and  others  with  Con- 

ilantinople : 
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fiantihople :    and  thus  the  divifion  between  the 
Greek  and  Latin  churches  was  widened.  An.  482. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Neftonus  or  Eutychea 
denied  the  godhead  and  glory  of  Chrrft,  or  the  real 
atonement  made  by  Him:  on  the  crofs :  but  it  was 
the  miferable  temper  of  thbfe  times  to^be  fearchirig 
Plato  and  Ariflotle,  for  fubtleties  of  explication, 
and  as  foon  as  a  new  idea  was  flarted,  it  was  made 
the  fubjedl  of  fdemn  controverfy.  The  bifliops 
delighted  in  thefe  wretched  councils,  where  their 
pblemtc  powers  were  to  be  difplayed,  and  their  in- 
fluence ehcreafed  :  and  thus  where  gcntlencft  and 
a  peaceable  fpirit  might  have  healed,  di(|>ute6  and 
anathemas  liberally  hurled  at  each  oth*r,  widened 
the  breach  into  irreconcileable  enmity,  and  drove 
many  farther  from  the  truth  than  they  really  meant 
to  go ;  and  made  verbal  controverfies,  mortal  errors. 

But  there  is  one  herefy  yet  to  be  taken  notice  of, 
which  broached  in  that  day,  and  foftered,  has  con- 
tinued to  fpread  its  fatal  influence,  and  may  be 
Tcckoned  among  the  mod  deadly  weeds  that  have 
grown  np  in  the  garden  of  the  Church,  peJagianifm 
in  all  its  ramifications. 

Ak.  411.  This  herefy  derives  its  name  from 
Pdagitrs,  a  Briton,  who  with  Celeftius  a  Scot,  firft 

propagated 
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propagated  it  at  Rome.  And  being  driven  b}'  tbc 
gothic  invafion  into  Africa,  carried  their  erroneous 
doiSrines  to  Carthage,  where  they  fpread,  and 
vrakened  up  all  the  zeal  and  powers  of  Auguilia 
to  fupprefs  thdn.  The  radical  principles  of  this 
hereliarch  went  to  the  deilrudion  of  the  funda- 
imental  ddiSrines  of  revealed  religion^  a  vicarious 
faf&nemenP^  and  (iivine  influence*  He  denied  the  cc^-* 
ruption  dTbuman  nature,  or  any  imputation  of  fin 
froih  the  firft  nyan — -affirmed  that  every  pcrfon  is 
born  as  pure  as  Adam — that  fin  is  only  the  imitap- 
ling  Adam*8  tranfgrefiion — ^that  nothing  is  necef^ 
"fiiry  to  human  perfection,  but  the  exertion  of  mar 
native  faculties — That  every  man  who  docs  evil, 
has  it  wholly  in  his  own  power  to  repent  and  amend 
«— that  the  human  will  is  as  free  to  good  as  to  evil, 
and  requires  no  fupernatural  aid. — That  an  infant 
needs  no  remiflion  of  fins — and  that  our  works  are 
meritorious  of  falvation. 

An.  417.  Pelagius  is  admitted  to  be  a  man  of 

irreproachable  charadler ;  an  able  and  fubtle  dif- 

putant.     Attacked  by  the  Bilhop  of  Hippo,  he 

fecured  the  favour  of  the  patriarch  of  Jerufalcm ; 

juftified  himfelf  at  an  afiembly  of  bifhops,  held  in 

that  city  ;  and  afterwards  at  Diofpolis.  And  when  at 

firft  the  c6ntroverfy  was  carriea  to  Rome,  Zofimus 

the  Pope,:,pronounced  in  his  favour;  either  feduced 

by  the  fubtleties  of  Pelagius,  or  ignorant  of  the  im- 
portance 
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{xntance  of  the  matter  in  difpute.  Augoftin,  how« 
ever^  and  bis  aflbciates  demurred  to  the  Roman  de- 
cifion ;  continued  to  challenge  further  enquiry  $ 
and  at  lad  prevailed  upon  the  yet  not  infallible 
Bifhop  of  Rome,  to  change  his  opinion,  ,and  con* 
demn  the  heretic.  This  being  accompanied  witk 
the  acute  pen  of  Auguftin,  and  the'bittemefs  e£ 
Jerome ;  and  eflfedlually  feconded  by  the  imperial 
penalties  and  punifhrnents,  fupprefled  for  a  wbile^he 

fpreading  contagion.     But  a  new  modiii- 
An.  431.  cation  of  the  dodlrine  under  Caflian^  a 

monk,  at  Marfeilles,  revived,  and  dilTufed 
more  abundantly  the  pleafing  poifon,  too  conge- 
nial to  the  pride  of  human  nature,  not  to  find  nu- 
merous advocates.  CafBan  foftened  down  (bme  of 
the  mod  revolting  fentiments  againfl  revelation,  by 
admitting  that  though  every  man  had  power  to  com^ 
mence  repentance  without  divine  preventing  grace^ 
merely  by  the  calls  of  the  word,  no  man  could  per^ 
fevere  without  it.  He  denied,  that  in  confequence 
of  any  predeftination,  divine  grace  was  given  to  one 
more  than  another — affirmed  that  Chriftdied  alik^ 
and  equally  for  all  men — ^Tbat  the  fame  grace  ne- 
ceflary  for  falvation,  purchafed  by  him,  was  alike  of- 
fered to  all  men-— That  a  man  without  grace  was 
capable  of  faith  and  ,holy  de(ire&— TJiat  every  man 
was  born  in  a  ftate  of  perfecSl  freedom  of  will,  equal- 
ly capable  of  refifling  the  influences  ofgrai^^^asof 
complying  vrith  its  fuggeflions. 

This 


Cent  S.]      TfiE  CHURCH  ov  QVOkin*  17 

This  modification  of  Pelagios*  dodlrinc,  or  fetni- 
pelagianifm,  fpread  through  ail  the  weftem  and 
eaftem  churches*  It  fuited  the  fpirit  of  proud  un* 
kopDbled  man ;  and  many  who  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  avow  all  the  Pelagian  fentiments^  fc- 
cretly  favoured  Callian*s  opinions.  The  fatal 
effedis  have  reached  our  own  times.  It  is  the  re« 
ligion  of  the  unawakened  confcience,  and  will  not . 
be  vanquiihed  by  any  weapons  of  earthly  temper* 

Anguftin  brought  forth  all  his  artillery,  and 
Dobly  defended  the  do6bines  of  grace,  in  miny  a 
laboured  treatife,  which  I  may  not  enter  upon ; 
becaufe  others  abundantly  more  powerful  have  been 
produced,  than  his,  or  Profper*s,  his  bed  aiibciate. 
Auftin  himfclf  feems  to  have  been  miftaken  in^ 
ibme  very  principal  points.    His  notions  of  the 
cSeA  of  baptifm  are  highly  unfcriptural.    He  every 
where  puts/anffification  in  the  place  oli jufttficatim  t 
and  he  mingles  with  what  is  excellent,  fo  many 
monki{h  follies  and  fuperftitions,  that  I  mud  re* 
peat  my  former  fuggeftion,  how  much  better  helps 
we  have  for  the  difcovery  of  Chriftian  truth,  than 
are  to  be  found  in  the  beft  of  the  fathers.     Who 
that  hath  read  Luther  on  the  Galatians,  Calvin's 
Inftttutes,  Edwards  on  Free-will,   and  a  hoft  of 
modems,  would  prefer  Auflin,  or  Profper  ?  But  I 
Gonfefs  my  afloniihment  at  Mr.  Milner*s  alTertion, 
'*  that  the  do<Slrine  oi particular  redemption  was  un« 
Voi*  IL  C  «*^  known 
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^5  Known  to  the  antients^  and  he  wi(hes  it  had  re* 
^^  mained  equally  unknown  to  the  modems.**  I  am 
ihocked  that  the  Scriptures  of  truth  (hould  be 
treated  thus  flightly ;  or  the  greateft  and  bed  of 
S)en  be  laid  under  (b  unbecomtng  a  cenfure.  The 
grand  point  Auguftin  maintains,  is  tks  meceffiiy  of 
divine  grace  in  order  to/ahaiion — that  theie  is*  an 
eternal  furpo/e  of  God,  or  predefiinatioo,  with  regard 
to  thofe  who  (hall  be  faved — and  that  they  and  ofjjf 
iheyy  will  finally  obtain  it.  Thefe  truths  have  from 
lIlB  beginning  been  charged  with  contradidHons, 
and  branded  with  fevere  uneharttablenefs,  but  an 
awakened  conscience,  a  humbkd  fpirit,  and  a  di- 
vinely enlightened  heart  will  not  perceive  them.  I 
mean  not  to  enter  into  the  defence  of  thefe  doc* 
trines,  whilil  I  profefs  my  belief  in  them.  I  wili 
leave  it  to  experience  to  demonflrate,  that  they 
who  arc  parlieularfy  redeemed  will  be  the  very  per* 
fens  who  feel  themfelves  bound  by  every  tie  of  love 
and  duty  to  glorify  Chriii:  in  their  bodies,  and  ia 
their  fpirits  which  are  his  ^  and  thus  difplay  a  more 
enlarged  meafbre  of  real  holinefs  in-  temper  ah4 
prai6tice,  than  ever  was  or  ever  can  be  attained  oa 
any  other  principles,  or  by  any  other  means  thai^ 
iboUt  which  the  Spirit  of  God  hath  provided; 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  iir. 

ON  THB  CHURCH   GOVERNMBNT3  RITES,    CBRB-- 
MOKIB8  AKO  DI8TIN6UISHBD  TEACHERS. 

An".  npiHE  Emperor  was  as  yet  acknowledged 
^^  *  •  JL  fupreme.  He  depofed  aijd  turned  out 
the  bifhops,  or  put  them  in  as  he  pleafed  :  and  bis 
influence  when  exerted,  hitherto  met  little  or  no 
reiiRance  in  nominating  to  the  important  fees. 
Conftantinople  the  feat  of  his  relidence  was  raifed 
•to  peculiar  dignity.  The  Biftiop  of  Rome  grew 
jealous,  and  u(ing  all  his  wiles,  contended  for  the 
fupremacy.  The  Eaft  chiefly  acknow^dged  the 
one,  the  Weft  the  other ;  but  each  mifled  no  op- 
portunity of  enlarging  their  jurifdiclion,  and  en- 
croaching upon  their  rival,  liberally  dealing  out 
their  mutual  anathemas.  The  Bifhop  of  Jerusalem 
afpired  after  his  ancient  honours,  and  gained  the 
patriarchate  of  the  Paleftines.  The  great  patriarchs  , 
npw  afl[umed  the  fole  right  of  conlccrating  bifliops 
in  their  province :  convened  yearly  fynods ;  en- 
couraged appeals  to  their  courts  of  judicature ; 
and  received  complaints  againft  their  prelates.  But 
the  Emperor  as  fupreme,  and  general  councils  io- 
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terpoied  to  check  the  patriarchal  abufcs.  To 
tend  their  authority  the  patriarchs  endeavoured  to 
attach  the  monks;  prote^Sled  them  againft  their 
bi(hops;  excited  difputes  between  the  prelates,  and 
(ought  to  draw  all  power  to  themfelves ;  whilft  each 
laboured  to  extend  the  bounds  of  their  own  jurii^ 
di^on  at  the  expence  of  their  neighbours.  Rome 
efpedally  received  applications  with  avidity ;  and 
by  a  politic  profeffion  of  being  the  prote6irice  of 
the  opprefled^  drew  appeals  in  abundanqe  to  btr 
tribunal.  By  a  well  regulated  iyftem  of  craft  and 
encroachfnent  (he  continued  to  rife  in  the  fcale  of 

eminence.  To  this  Icarce  any  biihop  con* 
Air.  457*  tributed  more  than  the  ambitious  Leo. 

Nor  did  the  vices  of  the  clergy  leflen  the 
reverence  paid  to  them  by  the  ignorant  and  fuper* 
ftitious.  The  impudence  of  Martyn,  Biihop  of 
Tours  is  particular,  who  maintained  at  an  imperial 
entertainment,  that  a  prefbyter  was  fuperior  to  an 
emperor.  The  &\&  piety  of  miferable  devotees  had 
made  the  fundlion  of  the  clergy  a  very  defirable 
thing ;  and  introduced  a  horde  of  idle  and  vicious 
men  into  the  church,  among  whom  faints  fprung 
up  as  mufhrooms :  and  to  thefe  the  ilupid  vulgar 
looked  up,  as  to  the  hfghly  favoured  of  the  deity. 

The  monks,  like  clouds  of  locufts,  covered  the 

&ce  of  the  earth ;  and  regirhented  under  diverie 

ieaders,  ferved  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  Church, 

and 
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tad  to  afford  from  tbeir  body^  m  moft  abundant 
fiipply  for  the  nK^ant  fees.  Convents  multiplied 
throughout  the  Chriitian  world ;  vaunted  by  the 
fpirit  of  the  timea^  as  among  the  mofi  meritoriot^ 
of  deeds. 

A  multitude  of  authors,  whole  works  ftill  exift^ 
though  in  dud,  flourifhed ;  but  highly  renowned 
as  they  were  in  their  day,  fcarcely  attradting  no* 
tice  in  ours.  Even  Theodoret  and  Auftin  will 
hardly  be  ever  confulted,  as  commoitators  upon 
Scripture.  Nor  do  I  know  a  fingle  individual  to 
whom  now  a  reference  would  be  made.  So  tran* 
Iccndently  iiiperior  is  modern  criticifm,  in  clear- 
aefs  of  expofilioUf  evangelical  do<Strine,  and  pradlf- 
cal  improvement.  All  the  works  of  that  age  are 
clouded  with  puerilities  and  fuperftitions :  which 
lad  plentifully  increafed.  Departed  fpirits  rofe 
into  veneration ;  their  images  began  to  be  held 
tiered.  A  fancied  immediate  prefence  of  the  faint 
was  fiippofed  to  be  attached  to  lome  of  them  :  and 
fdfe  miracles  confecrated  their  deification.  The 
merit  of  viHting  the  tombs  of  martyrs,  and  pilgrim- 
ages to  other  famed  places  grew  into  a  thoufand 
abu&s ;  and  relics  were  efteemed  a  fovereign  cure 
for  difeafes  of  body  or  mind ;  for  driving  away  de- 
vils, and  a  charm  againft  every  human  mifery.  The 
Biihop  of  Rome  among  the  firft,  encouraged  this 
lucrative  trade,  and  himfelf  difperfed  tbefe  wonder- 

C3  ful 


fixl  fstbiit^t^  the  deludied  multitude.  In  aid  bf  sU 
Hit  Aoftrunis  invented  to  quiet  Tnen*s  confcicnces 
in  this  lifeytbe  purgatorial  fire/adq>ted  from  the 
ileatben,  came- in' 'Aid,  to  fave  them  in  the  next| 
and  as  the  clergy  claimed  the  moft  ample  power  of 
regulating  its  feverity,  or  terminating  its  duration, 
the  deceived  crowd  were  eager  to.  procure  their 
lielp  to  alleviate  their  expedied  Aifferings,  or  to 
ihorten*  the  years  of  thei<'  torment. 

• 

Afft&'mg  the  tndft  fubUitie  attainments  of  per* 
ftcSlion^  the  fnyfticSy  before  mentioned,  drew  tb6 
gaping  crowd  to  ddmire  their  felf-inflided  aufteri^ 
ties.  Under  prfe'tence  of  exalting  the.  fpirit  to 
higher  communion  with  G6d,  -by  fefting  and  nwi- 
iberationS)  and  expofitbn  id  all  -the  inclemencies 
of  the  fky,  like  the  Jogis  of  the  Eaft,  from  whom 
probably  this  folly  derived  its  origin,  men  flood  on 
pillars,  irnnloveablc,  for  years  together,  and  there 
expired.  Arttong  thefe  Simeon  'Sfylytes  acquired 
peculiar  glory,  by  raifihg  his  pilfers  from  lixt6 
forty  cubits  high,  and  there  exhibiting  his  won- 
derous  fan6lity  to  the  admiration,  and  almofl  adc- 
ration,  of  the  gaz^ing  multitttd^.  •  Againft  thefe 
and  the  like  abufes,  fo  nfuich  in  vogue,  oAe  -man, 
named  Vigilantius,   a  prefbyteV,  is  faid  to*  have 

» 

remonflrated.  His  ieal  againil  the  rage  for  relict 
and  the  rifing  idoljrtry,  provoked  the  irafcible  Jci- 
rbme.    This  monkiih  patrdn  of  Ihe  prevailing  fu- 
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pcrffitkxiSy  fo  Tiolently  afCmltrd  the  impertineat 
irfonncTy  that  be  was  glad  to  puichaie  his  Utety 
hj  htsfilcDce. 

The  ceremonies  of  the  Church  grew  in  propor- 
tioo,  as  the  life  of  religion  was  loft.  The  clergy 
friled  not  to  make  them(cl\ies  important ;  and  the 
igoonuice  of  the  timeSy  and  the  eftablifhed  fuper- 
fiitioos  it^aided  iitm^  as  only  capable  of  approacll- 
mg  the  Ddty,  and  obtaining  fiivourriJe  refpoiifes 
fiom  hkn.  A  pomp  of  worfhip,  gannent%  utetifil% 
akar%  awed  the  vulgar  into  reverence ;  and  a  itNUid 
of  perpetnal  bawling  iervioes,  night  and  day,  kept  up 
the  femUaBce  of  fervent  devotion.  The  churches 
were  loaded  with  finery,  and  the  Neftorian  contro» 
ircrfy  intnxluced  Mary,  with  her  Son,  in  the  firft 
and  mofi  coufpicuous  place  of  the  orthodox  lane* 
txiary.  Solid  iilver  enca(ed  and  enfhrined  th^rolr 
ten  bones,  bodies,  and  relics  of  the  (aints.  Tlia 
fuilic  penance  was  now  cunningly  difpenied  with^ 
«nd  private  confeffion  to  a  prie/l  fubftituted  in  its 
itead.  And  thus  to  receive  abfolution,  was  as 
convenient  for  the  culprit,  as  it  gave  importance 
to  the  ^ofily  ^her. 
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CHAR   IV, 
OV  THB  TRUE  SPIRITUAL  CHURCH. 

BUT  where,  am  id  ft  error,  fuperftition,  and  pre* 
vailing  ungodlinefs,  is  the  true  Church  to  be 
found  ?  I  anfwer,  among  a  few,  who  ftill  held  the 
bead  Chrift,  and  continued  to  worihip  hiin  in  fpi* 
lit  and  in  truth :  but,  I  confefs,  on  viewing  the 
various  parts  of  the  Church,  I  hardly  know  where 
to  fix  tor  preference.  All  fcem  to  have  corrupted 
their  wftys.  The  greater  ecclefia ft ics  appear  too 
Rxnbitious  and  contentious  for  truth's  lowly  dwell* 
ing.  J  cannot  look  for  real  religion  in  a  Leo,  a 
Felix,  br  Diofcurus :  nor  can  I  hope  to  find  it 
among  the  Pelagians,  who  deny  the  influences  of 
divine  grace,  however  fpecious  their  plea  or  ap» 
pearan6e.  The  Arjans  furnifh  as  violent  and  bit* 
ter  a  fpirit,  as  they  Ibew  a  radical  error  in  doc* 
trine.  •  3hall  I  fearoh  the  convents  ?  Perhaps  an 
individual  may  be  found,  a  fingular  exception  to 
the  general  rule.  Shall  I  gaze  upon  the  pillared 
faints,  or  the  fblitaries  of  the  defert  ?  They  will 
afford  nothing  which  can  anfwer  my  criterion 
of  pure  religion.  Yet  I  (hall  not  doubt  but  tho 
}x)rd  bad  a  people  thrppghout  the  world.    Au« 

guftia 
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gaftin  was  evidently  a  bright  and  ihining  light 
among  the  men  of  that  generation :  in  conda6fc 
exemplary,  as  (bund  in  faith,  and  zealous  for  its 
purity.  We  hear  of  four  hundred  and  forty-fix 
bifliops  aflembled  with  him  in  Africa/  then  appa* 
reotly  the  garden  of  the  Church.  Thefe,  many  of 
them  at  leafl,  may  be  fuppofed  men  of  like  minds 
with  himfelf :  and  the  fmall  flocks,  occupying 
their  care,  and  under  their  immediate  fuperintend* 
ance,  blefi  by  their  labours.  Their  fituation  in  lifo 
was  probably  fuch  as  Ammianus  before  defcribed 
hf  indigent,  devout,  fimple,  lil^e  the  people  to 
whom  they  miniftered,  and  with  whom  much  ct 
the  power  of  godlinefs  yet  refied.  And,  no  doubt^ 
in  other  parts  of  the  empire,  many  refembling  theft 
were  found,  far  from  the  greater  fees,  the  conflant 
obje<^  of  ambition  and  avarice,  and  difiant  6rom 
the  councils  of  polemic  bitftemefs  and  contention : 
men  who  holding  the  faithful  word,  ihunned  un* 
^profitable  difputes,  intent  on  the  edification  of 
their  flocks^  in  the  knowledge  which  is  after  god* 
linds. 

The  Ubours  of  St  Patrick  in  Ireland,  were  faid 
to  be  attended  with  fuch  effects  on  that  wild  peo- 
ple, as  to  give  hope  that  fomething  better  than  no- 
minal  Chrifiianity  was  produced.  It  mull  be  ac- 
knowledged, however,  that  the  l^endary  tales  of 
thefe  p<^ib  Apoftles  arc  to  be  heard  with  much 

hefitatioUj 
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hcGtatioh,  ix\A  the  arcb-bi(hopric8  beftowed 
their  rewards^  render  tbeir  motives  sOi  fuf^ie^ed  as 
thehr  fepforts  were  exaggerated.  Whether  the  me- 
tropolitani  of  Armagh  was  a  real  faint  of  Qod^  is 
iiofc  a  little  problematical. 

"  B^t  not  among  the  GathoKcs  only  would  I 
leek  the  true. c  Church ;  with  the  reputed  heretics 
^foy  I  iball  expe6l  to  find  men  of  a  right. fpirit, 
and  tnriy  devoted  td  the  Loi^d  Jefus  Gbrir^^:  do^ijthi- 
ftahd^g  the  bafty  anathefrias  denounced  againft 
Hkffn.  The'  Novatians  were  4ill  a  body  fubiiAipg; 
\mder  holy  biOiops.  Nor. can  I  doubt. tl>at  );be 
Keftorians^!  at  leafi  manyof  them^  were  partakel^ 
tif  the  grace  of  Ood  in  truth,  asl  their  fervent  zeal 
tefpreadtH^  Oo^l  of  Cjbriftrftrongly  den)onftrated. 
indeed^  thie  very  difputesitbemfelves^  boweve^to 
t}is1ehneMed'and'Condemhed,.  would  excite  fome 
iff  iriore  carbfvA'^examinatibn;. of  tht  Scriptitre^'.  to 
^tdtvAMlnefs 'ami  prayer::  and  whililti^  d^!)ul«iits 
^thfeAvHs^blinfcifled  the  incarnate  God,  aild  ifeitb 
in  his  vicarious  atonement^  however  they  dj^er4d 
in  the  explication  of  inferior  points  of  dodlrine,  we 
kmy  hope  their  drrors  might  not  be  &taL 


.- 1^ 


The  grievous. fufferings  alio  of  many,  through 
iht  incurfiond'of  the  Barbarians,  or  the  iavagei)jfg(s 
of  Arian  perfecntors,  could  not^.bift  gre^tir^vtof^d 
4o  Mraien  in  their  minds  deeper  vitwa  of  .eteiiffal 

things. 
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things,  and  drive  the  faithful  to  feek  their  reft  in 
the  great  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  and  in  waiting  for 
his  ialfation  :  whilft  thofe  who  yielded  their  bodies 
to  firipeSy  inipri(bnnr)ent  and  death  itfelf,  for  the 
prelervation  of  a  good  confcience,  gave  the  moft 
unequivocal  evidence,  that  they  aded  under  a  di« 
vine  principle,  and  knew  in  whom  th^  had  bo^ 
lieved. 

It  mud  be  admitted  by  thofe  who  know  the 
word  of  God,  and  the  nature  of  true  Cbriftianity^ 
that  amidft  its  moft  exteniive  fpread,  amon^  $ii 
mafy^^Ucd^  there  never  were  but  yhc;  4hofen^V'  not 
to  advert  to  the  growing  fuperftitions,  and  thd 
wretched  mode  of  b'aptiling  whole  nations ;  even 
where  the  befl  teachers,  and  the  greateft  truths  re « 
maincd,  the  multitudes  were  only  in  the  Church, 
but  not  a/*  the  Churchy  united  by  an  outward' pro^ 
fellion  indeed,  but  never  joined  to  the  Lord  in  oM 
fpirit     The  fiate  of  things  at  that  time  nearly 
Tcfembled  .the  prefent.     The  greater  dignitaries  oC 
the  Church  too  much  men  qf  this  world ;  the  in- 
ferior clergy  under  their  influence,  and  chuling 
the  miniftry  for  its  advantages,  or  an  idle  life  :  and 
the  people  like  their  priefts^  eaiily  engaged  in  the 
pageantry  of  rites,  ceremonies,  and  fuperftitiouS 
obfervances ;  though  a  generation  was  preferved, 
who  cleaved  to  the  Lord,  in  one  faith,  and  ferved 
]um  out  of  a  pure  heart  fervently. 

The 
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The  dcxStrines  of  truths  with  the  fame  creeds, 
which  we  fubicribe,  were  the  avowed  faith  of  the 
orthodox^  whatever  unhallowed  fuperflitions  were 
added  to  the  ritual,  and  however  prevalent  the 
Arian  herefy  might  be,  and  the  equally  deadly, 
though  more  plaufible  do6lrines  of  Pdagianifm. 
Theie  laft,  indeed,  fapped  the  vitals  of  Cbriilianity. 
Inf)ead  of  a  finner  lying  at  the  foot  of  the  Croft, 
to  feek  pardon  and  peace  through  atoning  blood, 
the  pride  of  fdf-fufficiency,  and  the  vain  conceit 
of  attstniog  perfonal  perfe<5lion  by  innate  human 
tbility^  rendered  the  faerifice  of  Chrift  ufelefs,  and 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  all  his  operations  unnecei^ 
fery.  Whoever  is  capable  of  faving  himfeif  will 
90t  need  nor  defire  to  be  indebted  to  another: 
Bvtd  generation  remained  according  to  the  elec* 
Uon  of  grace,  fuch  as  Augufiin  deicribes,  who  had 
not  ib  learned  Chrift,  but  lived  iu  humble  depend*- 
•nee  on  his  atooenient,  and  expe(Sted  to  receive, 
and  were  aAually  blefled  with  experimental  infltt*- 
ence  from  the  Spirit  of  all  grace,  which  God,  our 
6ther  in  Chrift,  ever  promifed  to  give  to  thofe  who 
fik  him.  I.  can  efteem  none  in  any  age,  as  wor<- 
thy  the  name  of  Chriftians,  but  thofe  who  being 
baptifed^into  Chrift,  have  received  the  Spirit  of 
Cbrifty  and  put  on  Chrift.  Such  I  difcover  in  that 
day,  chofen,  and  called,  and  faithful ;  few  indeed, 
and  of  fmall  reputation  :  but  does  any  real  Chrift 
iian,  in  any  age  or  place,  expe6l  to  find  more  i 

CHAP. 
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CENTURY  VL 
CHAP.  I. 

THE  GENERAL  8TATB  OP  THE  OUTWARD  CHURCH. 

WE  are  defcending  into  the  regions  of  dark- 
nefs,  and  the  (hadow  of  death ;  where 
icarce  a  ray  of  truth  cads  its  feeble  glimmerings 
to  light  the  benighted  traveller  on  his  way  to  the 
celeftial  city.  The  progrefs  of  barbariitn  advanced 
rapidly.  Goths  and  Vandals  reigned.  The  em- 
perors of  the  Eafiy  Anaftaiius  and  Juilin^  exerted 
inefie^ual  efforts  to  flop  their  ravages.  The  very 
ftruggles  to  reiift  the  invaders,  increafed  the  mifo- 
ries  of  mankind.  A  momentary  triumph 
AN.  534.  of  Juftinian^  by  Belifarius  in  Africa,  and 
AN.  553.  Narfes  in  Italy,  was  fucceeded  by  frefh 
AN.  568.  fwarms  of  Lombards,  who  fixed  their 
empire  over  the  degenerate  Romans,  ^nd 
ruled  them  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Yet  the  conquerors 
themfelves,  by  degrees  melted  down  into  the  fame 
mafs  with  the  vanquifhed,  adopted  their  religion, 
and  exchanged  the  ritual  of  Heathenifin  for  Chrit 
tianity ;  from  which  its  features  were  now  fcarcely 
to  be  diftinguifhed.  Wonderous  and  wretched 
converfions  of  whole  nations,  Germans*,  Gauls,  Bri- 
tons, encreafed  the  fame  of  the  monkifh  apoflles^ 

who 


so  IMl^ABTIAI.  HISTORY  CUP  [Per.  2« 

who  miniftred  baptifm  to  them  by  thoufands;  where 
a  queen  was  gained^  and  a  complaifant  monarch 
yielded  to  her  foHcitations,  and  ordered  the  con-* 
verfion  of  his  fubjedls.  Left  in  all  their  former 
favagenefs  of  manners,  licentioufnefs,  and  igno- 
rance, the  repetition  of  a  formula  taught  them,  and' 
the  fign  of  the  crofs,  admitted  them  with  facility 
within  the  Church's  pale :  except  the  change  of 
names,  little  perceptible  difference  appeared  be* 
tween  the  Chriftian  converts  and  the  Pagan  ;  for, 
to  facilitate  the  means  of  their  converfion,  the  great 
Gregory  of  Rome,  had  exprefsly  granted  autho« 
rity,  as  we  have  feen,  to  enjoy  the  fame  indul- 
gences, at  the  tombs  and  (brines  of  martyrs  and 
confeflbrs,  as  had  been  ufual  in  the  temples  of  their 
former  deities,  with  all  the  fports  and  paflimes  at- 
tendant on  thefe  feftivities :  only  the  images  of  the 
Virgin  and  her  Son,  of  apoftles  and  faints,  were 
worfhipped  inftead  of  Thor  and  Friga. 

Miracles  multiplied  under  fuch  apoftles  and 
fuch  an  auditory  ;  and  produced  as  rapid  conver- 
fions,  as  admiration,  nay,  almoft  adoration,  of  the 
facerdotal  order,  who  were  invefted  with  this  high 
privilege.  It  would  be  hardly  needful  to  enter  into 
the  detedtion  of  the  frauds  to  which  Papifts  them- 
felves  are  now  afhamed  to  give  credit ;  or  the 
falfehood  of  miracles  wrought  by  men,  little  fcru- 
puiouB  about  the  means  of  deceit,  provided  they 

advanced^ 
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advanced,  what  they  called  the  intercfts  of  ChriC- 
tianity,  and  their  own  importance ;  and  got  en- 
dowments for  churches  and  monafieries.  Mo(heiai 
infers  the  fraud  of  theft  prodigies,  becauie  they 
produced  no  real  obedience  to  the  do^^rines  and 
laws  of  the  Gofpel ;  which  indeed  r€a}  mirades 
could  have  no  more  dc^ie  than  pretended  ones. 
Converts  of  this  kind  could  add  very  little  to  the 
Churchy  any  more  than  the  Jews,  compeHod  tf> 
confefs  Chrift  by  the  power  of  Judihian,  or  bajK 
tiled  «indcr  the  fword  of  Cbilderic.  In  tbefe  ticsHk 
ous  exerttonSy  Gaul  and  Spain  fiand  peculiarly 
eminent.  But  aH  the  power  of  monarchs,  and  al 
the  wiles  of  falft  apoftleS)  bardly  replenifhed  tb^ 
ravages  made  by  the  Saxons  in  Britain,  the  Lom- 
bards in  Italy,  and  the  Huns  in  Thrace  and  Greeoe. 
In  Perfia  the  defolations  were  ftill  more  dread- 
ful under  Chofroes,  and  reduced  the  profeiSon  of 
Chrifiianity  very  low.  So  that  the  converfion  of 
the  Anglo-Saxons,  by  Auguftin,  and  his  monks, 
of  the  Iri(h  by  Columbus,  of  the  Alans,  Lazi,  Bo- 
hemians, and  fome  lavage  hordes  near  the  Euxine 
lea,  added  comparatively  but  little  to  the  nominal 
fold^  which  had  been  wafted  by  war  and  the  fwonL 


CHAP. 


ifk  WFA&TtAL  HirrOliT  09  [PcT.  %^ 


CHAP.  11. 

•Mr  TCTB  INTSRITAL  STATE  OF   TRB  NOMIKAL 

CHURCH. 

HERE  all  is  as  dark  and  gloomy  within  as 
without  inaufpicious.  IgnoraDcc  and  fuper* 
fHtion  advanced  with  rapid  ilrides^  as  the  ravages 
iprcad  on  every  fide*  And  the  grcateft  faints^  even 
Pope  Gregory »  contributed  to  it,  as  much  as  the 
moft  fiupid  barbarians.  His  abhorrence  of  all 
pagan  literature  induced  him  to  profcribe  the  no- 
bleft  works  of  heathen  antiquity^  and  to  devote  the 
writings  of  Livy,  and  other  admired  authors  of  an- 
cient Rome  to  the  flames.  An.  5go. 

The  monks^  now  cloiftcrcd  and  feparated  from 
the  reft  of  the  world,  prefervcd  the  little  literature 
which  remained  in  the  weftern  world.  But  covered 
with  the  thick  darknefs  of  bigotry  and  fuperftition^ 
their  labours  are  iuppofed  to  have  done  much  more 
harm  than  good.  As  all  truth  and  godlinefs  were 
fuppofed  to  be  drawn  from  the  writings  of  the 
fathers,  and  all  excellence  to  be  comprifed  in  the 
legendary  lives  of  faints  and  martyrs,  on  them  their 
firft  cares  were  exercifed ;  and  in  the  great  want  of 
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paper  und  parchment,  many  of*  the  mod  precious 
and  valuable  remains  of  antiquity  are  faid  to  have 
been  erafed,  in  order  to  give  place  to  thefe  para* 
gons  of  piety  and  compilations.  Indignation  rifes 
on  reviewing  thefe  miferable  compofitions  of  con- 
Tentual  folly.  And  wbilft  we  regret  that  men 
ihould  be  thus  ufelefsly  employed,  we  (igb  for  the 
deflruflions  they  have,  made^  now  forever  irre- 
parable. 

An.  552 — 539.  Scarcely  an  author  of  that  age 
((hall  I  except  Boethius  and  Cailiodorus  ?)  afibrds 
a  treatife  that  we  (hall  ever  perufe  for  edification. 
Their  commentaries  on  Scripture  are  wretched, 
cither  confiding  of  quotations  ill-taeked  together 
of  the  fathers  and  ancient  dpftors,  called  catena^ 
chains :  or  the  fiill  highly  efteemed  allegorical  in- 
terpretations^ where  all  is  vifionary  ;  perverted  by 
the^  moft  abfurd  imaginations  of  fanciful  fuper- 
Aition^  or  buried  in  hidden  meanings  and  myf- 
terieSy  which  the  more  removed  from  the  plain  and 
common  fenfe  of  mankind,  appeared  the  more 
wonderful  and  profound.  Whilft  thefe  were  held 
up  as  the  mirrors  of  do£lrine\  the  models  o'i praQict 
were  blazoned  in  the  lives  of  the  faints ;  and  fuch 
iaints !  decked  out  in  all  the  frippery  of  monki(h 
fooleries  and  felf-infiituted  fervices  of  voluntary 
humiliation,   and  atrocious  mortifications  of  the 
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l)ody ;  prefehted  for  t;he  wonder,  worAip,  and  imi- 
'tation  of  the  ignorant;  and  daubed  all  over  Vnth 
the  lyings  miracles  which  fraud  invented,  and  cre- 
dulity admired. 

Wtthfuch  tuition  and  fucb  cxampks,  real  reli- 
^on  muft  have  needs  funk  to  a  very  low  ebb  :  yet 
-aftoaKhing  to  tell  all  thefe  pretended  to  teach  and 
lead  to  the  fummit  of  human  perfection :  and  U 
thousand  rules  were  prefcribed  for  the  more  or  Icfa 
^rfeiSt,  in  order  to  elevate  men  to  iaintftip  and 
%eatffiattion ;  the  miferable  dekifions  of  pride  and 
ieif-righteocifnefs ;  and  tending  to  the  utter  fub*- 
.irerfion  of  the  fimplicity,  which  is  in  Chrift.  The 
Scripture^  were  forgotten,  the  one  invariabfe  guide 
to  a  holy  converfation  ;  whilft  all  thefe  Telf-in- 
-ftituted  forms  and  follies  were  fuppofed  to  advance 
the  Chriftian  to  a  higher  region  of  fenflity  than  the 
•bible  ever  taught. 

Ak.  848.  Among  thefe  multiplying  orders  of 
fanatic  fuperftition,  the  BenediiSlines  now  arofe,  and 
grew  into  (Ingular  eminence  under  Benedidl  their 
founder.  The  profefled  obje6l  of  their  inftitute  was 
to  promote  a  fpirit  of  fuperior  piety  :  but  that  which 
engaged  the  patronage  of  Rome  was  the  fervile  fub* 
xniiEon  inculcated  to  her  authority.  Thefe  fpread 
witb  amazibg  rapidity  m  tbe  weftern  world,  at--^ 
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tradled  the  reirerence  and  fpoils  of  deluded  de^ 
votces ;  and  foon  wallowed  in  wealth  and  proflt- 
gacy,  like  their  moni^ic  brethren  w*ho  had  pre- 
ceded them. 

Whilft  the  monks  and  viiionaries  were  thus 
a6tive  on  the  one  hand,  the  pagan  phibfophers^nqt 
yet  cxtincH:,  on  the  other,  attempted  to  put  a  new 
hQe  on  the  old  religion ;  and  borrowing  fome  of 
the  features  of  Chriftianity,  broached  new  and  more 
plaufible  fyftcms  of  heathcnifm  ;  which  amidil  the 
great  decay  of  true  Chriftianity  ftill  ibund  many 
abettors.  Among  thefe,  Chalcidius  was  the  mod 
eminent,  and  fo  artfully  wove  together  his  philofo- 
phic,  pagan  and  diriftian  opinions,  as  to  make  it 
dubious  to  which  of  ihcfe  he  profeffionally  belong- 
ed :  though  the  decifion  is  of  little  importance.  Ho 
might  take  his  choice,  and  be  flill  the  fame  man. 

An.  582.  But  the  Church,  however  fallen  in 
vafdom  and  purity,  had  made  pretty  confiderablc 
advances  in  pride  and  contention,  at  leaft  the  heads 
i^ religion,  who  arrogated  that  name  to  themfelves; 
and  liberally  dealt  out  anathemas  againft  all  who 
prefumed  to  doubt  their  decifions  or  difpute  their 
pre-eminence.  The  title  of  ceciimeiucaJj  conferred 
on  John,  the  Fafter,  Bifhop  of  Conflantinoplc, 
nmfed  the  jealoufy  and  mortiiied  the  pride  of  the 
Koman  Pontiff,  more  anxious  about  thefe  vain  di^- 
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tin£liohs,  than  the  hTc  of  godlinefo*  The  chriiftian 
world  was  in  a  florae,  refpedling  two  worthlefs  be- 
ings probably,  who  had  power  and  artifice  enough 
to  influence  all'  their  prelatical  partifana  to  efpouie 
their  quarrels,  with  the  bitternefs  and  bigotry  that 
peribnal  difpiites  and  zeal  for  fuperiority  naturally 
gender.  Conilantinople  claimed  equality  with 
Rome  univerfally,  and  fupremacy  over  the  Eafl: ; 
but  Gregory  and  Pelagius  as  ftoutly  aflerted  their 
fuperiority  :  and  ^fi^edled  in  right  of  their  fee,  at 
lead  to  be  primi  inter  fares^  on  account  of  the  emi- 
nence of  their  founders,  Peter  and  Paul,  with  other 
arguments  equally  curious  and  conclufive.  The 
eaftem  Church  generally  cleaved  to  Con  flan  tinople^ 
the  weilem  to  Rome :  but  whenever  a  prelate 
thought  bimfelf  opprefled,  he  was  fure  to  find  a 
protedlor  at  Rome,  whither  his  appeal  was  invited. 
And  he  failed  not^  as  courtly  parafites,  who  (eek 
favour,  ufually  do^  to  extol  that  jurifdi(5tion,  as  de- 
rived from  heaven,  and  that  bifliop  as  God's  vice- 
gerent which  decided  in  his  favour.  Bu^  fuch 
jurifdiiSlion  was  defpifed  at  Conflantinopte :  and 
even  the  Gothic  barbarian  monarchs  flill  exercifed 
their  fupremacy  at  Rome,  and  fufFered  none  to  fill 
the  fee  but  with  their  approbation  ;  fummoned 
councils  by  their  authority,  and  judged  the  clergy 
at  their  tribunals.  Nor  bad  that  encroaching  fee  as 
yet  dared  to  difpute  the  imperial  dominion  :  but 
however  reludantly^  fubmitted  to  an  authority  it 
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was  unable  to  refift.  The  fulminations  afterwards 
ib  dreaded,  had  not  hitherto  been  prefumed  to  be 
hurled  at  Kings  and  Emperors. 

The  corrupt  lives  of  the  clergy  bore  a  growing 
proportion  to  the  wealth  accumulated,  the  honours 
claimed  by  them,  and  the  veneration  paid  to  them. 
The  imperial  edidls  and  ecclefiaftical  canons  pre- 
ferve  a  record  (hameful  to  perufe  of  the  prevailing 
abufes  which  called  for  fucli  reftraints.  The  bifhops 
of  Rome  (land  branded  out  of  their  own  mouths 
by  the  mutual  criminations  of  the  contending,  can- 
didates, for  the  holy  fee,  with  every  thing  deteiia- 
ble.  At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  century,  Symmachus 
and  Laurentius,  by  ailailinations,  maflacres,  and 
perpetual  tumults,  drove  for  the  facred  tiara.  Three 
councils  aflembled  at  Rome,  were  as  unequal  to 
quiet  the  difturbances  as  to  determine  the  truth  of 
the  immoral  and  flagitious  accufations  alike  forci- 
bly urged  by  both  parties  againft  their  antagonifts, 
and  probably  equally  true.  However  the  papal 
chair  was  configned  by  Theodoric  to  Symmachus, 
without  any  evidence  of  his  having  juftified  him- 
felf  from  the  charges  laid  againft  him.  Indeed  im- 
punity added  to  their  prefumption  ;  the  greateft 
crimes  of  the  clergy  feldom  expofed  them  to  the 
flighted  corredlion.  Omnia  Roma  venaUa^  all  things 
at  Rome  arc  on  fale^  was  as  true  of  Rome  papal,  as 
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pagan.  Belifarius  fold  the  fee  to  Silverius,  for  two 
hundred  pounds  of  gold,  and  delivered  Vigilius 
to  his  competitor,  who  foon  made  away  with  bin 
rival. 

Aw.  636.  With  fuch  wickcdnefs  in. high  places, 
what  could  be  expedled  of  their  immediate  depend-* 
ants  ?  Yet  they  contrived  to  maintain  their  domi- 
nion over  the  fuperflitious  and  ignorant  people. 
Nor  did  any  thing  in  their  condud  prevent  the 
multitude  from  lavilhing  their  treafure  to  procure 
abfolution,  which  thefe  good  men  alnne  could 
grant,  and  the  participation  of  the  merits  of  de- 
parted faints  and  martyrs,  which  was  only  to  bo 
fecured  through  their  mediation,  and  inftrumeO'* 
tality. 

The  merit  of  monkery,  and  of  all  who  contri* 
buted  to  this  unnatural  feclufion,  filled  the  world 
with  convents,  and  the  outward  church  with  its 
tnoft  zealous  defendants.  This  great  army  fought 
in  one  uniform  caufe  their  own  privileges  and  thofe 
of  the  ch.urch  to  which  they  belonged. 

Superftition  now  exalted  to  the  throne,  the 
po'wer  of  religion  was  loft  in  the  form,  and  the 
fpirit  of  devotion  in  ertdliefs  rites  and  ceremonies  ; 
whipb  giving  importance  to  the  rtiaQhinifts,  and  inn 
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creafing  the  horde  of  clergy,  filled  alfo  their  pockets 
with  riches  :  for  however  greatly  the  merit  of  good 
worh  was  vaunted  to  the  people,  the  priefts  mufi: 
be  paid  for  their  fervices.  No  penny,  no  mais. 
The  canon  of  the  majs  now  produced  by  the  great 
Gregory,  with  all  its  pomp  and  fooleries,  became 
more  univerfally  celebrated.  Images  of  faints,  and 
relics  multiplied  fo  immenfely,  that  there  were 
fometimes  more  bones  of  a  faint  than  ever  belonged 
to  a  human  body  ;  and  afterwards  more  pieces  of 
the  true  crofs  then  would  have  made  a  tree  big 
enough  for  the  two  malefadlors  alfa  Purgatory 
kept  up  its  lucrative  trade.  The  merit  any  man 
wanted  might  be  purchafed  by  building  churches 
and  monafteries ;  or  maintaining  communities  of 
idle  monks,  fanatic  or  profligate;  or  by  interefting 
the  dead  on  their  behalf  and  buying  a  little  of  the 
fupcrabundance  of  their  merits.  Thefe  the  Church 
appropriating  to  herfelf,  with  the  relics,  ranfacked 
even  the  oil  of  the  lamps  that  burned  at  the  tombs 
of  the  martyrs,  and  with  great  ceremony  the  Bilhop 
of  Rome  difpofcd  of  this  rich  commodity,  at  no  in- 
confiderable  price  :  and  fent  it  as  the  greateft  pre- 
fent  even  to  crowned  heads.  And  no  wonder,  it 
being  invefted  with  celcftial  energy,  to  chafe  away 
the  daemons  and  evil  fpirits,  and  to  heal  alike  the 
difeafes  of  body  and  mind.  Yet  thefe  high  favours 
were  aot  always  granted.   An  applicatiqn  from  the 
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Eraprefs  Gonftantina  being  made  to  St.  Gregory, 
if)  obtain  fomc  relics  of  St.  Peter  or  Paul,  he  re- 
fufed  :  from  the  danger  of  approaching  them  :  his 
predeceflbr  having  been  troubled  with  dreadful 
vifions  for  his  prclumption,  at  having  only  fome  of 
the  plates  touched  which  were  near  them.  He  tells 
her  that  an  attempt  to  change  fomething  in  the 
tomb  of  St.  Lawrence,  was  punifhed  with  the  death 
of  the  monks  and  churchwarden — that  fuch  pre- 
cious relics  as  thofe  of  the  Apoftles  thcmfelves 
could  pot  be  given  ;  but  a  rag,  which  had  ap- 
proached their  bodies  would  be  fufficient  to  pro- 
duce miraculous  effects.  However,  as  a  great  fa- 
vour he  promifes  her  fome  filings  of  St.  Peter's  chain^ 
inchafed  in  a  key ;  fuppofing  the  prieft,  who  was 
authorifed  to  touch  this  holy  jewel,  could  file  a  few 
particles  from  it ;  for  the  facred  file  was  endued 
with  fuch  miraculous  powers,  that  it  could  only 
procure  them  for  the  worthy  ;  if  ufed  for  others,  it 
made  no  more  impreffion  than  on  a  rock  of  ada- 
mant. We  read  and  ftand  amazed  at  fuch  fooleries, 
and  flill  more  to  hear  fuch  a  man  blazoned  by  Mr. 
^lilner  for  his  **  eminent  piety,  integrity  and  hu- 
mility." The  very  names  ot  new  faints,  fefiivals 
and  litanies  with  the  forms  of  confecration,,  would 
fill  a  folio,  inficad  of  meriting  to  blot  a  page.  And 
what  is  ridiculous  enough,  the  lupercalia  or  feafl 
of  Pan  with  all  its  impurities,  received  a  new  title, 
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as  the  feftival  of  the  Virgin  s  purificatiml^  with  all 
the  heathen  rites  continutd.  Temple  upon  templ^ 
bearing  the  names  of  (aints  new  and  old,  added  to 
their  honours,  and  procured  efpecial  patrons  for 
the  builders,  who  became  aflbciated  in  a  (hare  of 
their  merits.  Shame  and  indignation  blot  the  ca« 
talogue. 
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CHAP.  III. 


ON-   HBRESIES. 

I 

THE  fame  herefics  continued  to  afford  abun* 
dant  matter  for  the  polemics  of  councils,  and 
to  exercife  the  zeal  of  the  orthodox ;  happy  had 
that  zeal  been  more  employed  upon  their  own 
fouls,  and  the  promoting  the  falvation  of  others, 
rather  than  in  hurling  anathemas  at  thofe  who  dif- 
fered from  them  in  opinion  ;  and  thefe  opinions, 
only  diftinguifhed  from  their  own,  by  fhadcs  of 
differences,  perhaps,  not  affediing  the  eflential 
truth.  Of  thefe  I  cannot  but  reckon  the  Nova- 
tians  ;  many  of  the  Donatifts  :  the  Neftorians  alfo, 
I  (hall  hope  well  of;  nor  reje6l  the  Eutycheans, 
among  whom,  with  fome  blameable^  tenacity  for 
fupporting  their  own  particularities,  I  ftill  truft  the 
truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  remained.  Nor  fhall  I  ut- 
terly rejedl  even  the  Semi-pelagians,  whofe  errors 
>vcre  of  a  more  fufpicious  kind. 

An.  521.  Curious  and  unprofitable  queftions 
refpe<5ling  the  nature  of  Chrift,  chiefly  engrofled 
attention,  and  were  furioufly  difputed.  Did  one  of 
the  Trinity  fuffer  ?    Was  his  nature  compounded  f 

and 
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af»d  tbe  like.  Thus  it  will  be  always  obiervable, 
that  when  the  lubliance  is  loft,  men  will  be  con* 
tending  for  the  (hadovr. 

Ax.  545 — 533.    But  one  of  the  moft  pregnant 
fubjccb  of  debate,  rcfpccted  Origren  and  his  dit* 
ciples,  who,  fmitten  by  a  variety  of  councils  and 
ccnons,  lliU  continued  to  maintain  their  ground. 
This  caufc  efpoufed  and  defended  by  Thcodorc*of 
Caciaria,  excited  the  wanneft  emotions ;  and  though 
condemned  and  re-condemned,   held  up  its  head 
and  flourifhcd.     Juftinian,  who  had  palled  a  fe- 
Ycrt  edicl  againft  Origen  and  his  followers,  was 
yet  greatly  influenced  by  Theodore,  an  Origenift, 
and  a  Monophylite.     In  order  to  reduce  the  u4ce^ 
phaKj  a  violent  branch  of  the  Monophyfites  to  re- 
union, and  thereby  artfully  to  involve  the  council 
of  Chalcedon  and  the  Ncftorians  in  the  fame  cen- 
fure,  he  perfuaded  the  Emperor,  as  a  conciliatory 
attempt  to  ifllie  an  cdi6\,  condemning  what  was 
called  the  three  chapters^  or  the  works  o\  three  bi- 
ihops,  in  the  council  of  .Chalcedon,  favourable  to 
tbe  Neftorian  caufe  :    and  thus  endeavoured  to 
avenge  himfelf  on  the  Pope  \'igilius,  and  thofe  who 
had  engaged  the  Emjx^ror  to  condemn  Origen. 
Vigilius  and  the  African  biftiops  fired  at  this  at- 
tempt, immediately  afTcmblcd,  and  condemned  the 
Emperor  and  his  edidt,  as  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  three  bifhops,  whofc  works  were  cen* 

fured ; 
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fured ;  and  alfo  to  the  council  of  Chalcedon^  wbofe 
authority  was  fo  far  impeached.  Juftinian,  offend- 
ed at  the  oppofition  of  the  Roman  Pontiff,  ordered 
his  appearance  at  Conflantinople  ;  and  having  got 
him  into  his  power,  compelled  his  acquiefcence  on 
the  fubje<5l  of  the  three  chapters  :  but  Vigilius,  on 
his  return  to  Rome,  being  feverely  cenfured  by  the 
Illyricum  and  African  bifhops,  retra(Sied,  and  in  a 
new  council  of  feventy  bifliops,  condemned  what 
he  had  himfelf  fubfcribed,  for  elfe  t'bey  threatened 
they  would  withdraw  from  his  communion,  and 
excommunicate  him  as  an  apoftatc.  This  provoked 
a  fccond  imperial  condemnation  of  the  three  chap^ 
iers ;  and  after  many  altercations  and  difputes,  pro- 
duced the  5th  oecumenical  council  of  Conftanti- 
nople,  which  confirmed  the  Emperor's  cdi6l,  and 
condemned  Origen^  and  the  three  chapters^  as  here- 
tical, Vigilius  rcfufed  his  fubfcription,  and  the 
Emperor  in  wrath  ordered  him  into  banifhment. 
A  fourth  time  the  infallible  Pontiff  now  changed 
his  opinions,  and  fubfcribed  the  decrees  of  the 
council,  charging  as  execrable  blafphcmies,  what 
be  had  vindicated  as  apoftoHcal  truth  :  but  ipany 
bifliops  refufed  their  aflent,  and  fcparated  frqm  his 
communion  :  and  a  breach  was  made,  which  was 
for  a  long  while  unclofed. 

The  Donatifts  favoured   by  the  Vandal   con- 
querors, enjoyed  a  degree  of  peace  and  profperity ; 

but 
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but  the  (^ipofitioo  of  Gr^ory,  ind  the  orthodox, 
Items  to  have  prevailed  ;  and  after  the  end  of  the 
century^  we  hear  little  more  of  thefe  heretics. 

Tlie  Arians  maintained  a  finncr  footing :  for  m 
long  while  protected  by  the  northern  clans,  whom 
they  had  difoipled,  and  making  their  enemies  fed 
the  rigour  of  their  arm.  But  the  Vandals  being 
expelled  from  Africa,  and  Italy  recovered,  thefo 
provinces  returned  to  the  orthodox  faith,  and  ie* 
vend  of  the  Gothic  kings,  whether  from  policy  or 
convi^fiioni  changing  their  opinions,  Arianifm  loft 
ground  prodigioufly  before  the  expiration  of  this 
century,  and  has  never  fmcc  rifcn  into  power  or 
eminence :  though  llili  bubbling  up  in  the  Church 
to  trouble  its  repofe. 

The  Neftorians  in  the  Eafl  were  the  moft  zeal- 
ous Chriftians,  and  fpread  abroad  their  tenets 
abundantly.  The  feat  of  their  patriarch,  was  Se- 
lencia  in  Perfia,  from  whence  their  miirionaries 
are  faid  to  have  extended  Chriflianity  into  Indi«i, 
Armenia,  Arabia,  Syria,  and  all  the  countries  ad- 
jacent. Though  fufFering  often  under  the  Perfian 
monarchs,  they  were  more  favoured  than  any  other 
fed  of  profeffing  Chriftians. 

An.  578.  One  man,  by  his  Indefatigable  zeal 
and  induftry,  revived  the  expiring  caufe  of  the 

Mono- 
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Monopbyfites  :  a  proof  of  the  pov^-er  of  unwearied 
labour  and  great  abilities.  Scarce  a  bifhop  of  emi- 
nence remained  among  the  Eutychcans,  when  an 
obfcurc  perfon,  named  Jacob  BaradauSy  a  monk, 
ftarted  from  his  cell,  and  awakening  his  brethren 
to  adlivity,  fpread  the  tenets  of  the  Monopbyfites, 
through  Syria,  Mcfopotamia,  Armenia,  Egypt, 
Nubia,  and  Abyflinia ;  and  dying  in  the  fee  of 
EdefSt,  left  a  flourilhing  fociety  of  his  denomina- 
tion, who  bore  the  name  of  Jacobites  from  him,  as 
their  reftorer.  A  large  body  of  Chriftians  of  that 
denomination  fubfifts  in  the  Eaft  and  in  AbyfG- 
nia ;  and  though  AbyffinSan  Chriftianity  appears 
reduced  very  low,  in  Egypt  and  Syria  they  flill 
remain,  and  the  Armenians  of  that  feft  are  yet 
numerous  and  refpe6table.  Different  opinions 
about  curious  and  fpeculative  points,  which  it 
would  be  ufelefs  to  particularize,  indeed  divided 
them  among  themfelves ;  but  they  ftill  formed  one 
body,  and  maintained  communion  with  each  othcn 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  IV. 


ON   THE   TRUE    SPIRITUAL   CHURCH. 


THE  farther  we  advance  the  left  vrfibJe  to  ob- 
fervation  grows  the  Church  of  the  firft-born, 
whofe  names  are  written  in  Heaven.  The  turbid 
atmofphere  of  gothic  ravages  darkened  the  fcenc ; 
the  heretical  prevalence  of  Arianifin  during  a 
great  part  of  the  century,  contributed  to  extlnguifti 
the  light  in  Ifrael :  and  Pelagianifm,  in  its  branches 
wide  diffused,  fpread  the  iubtle  poifon  of  pride  and 
human  fuffioiency,  through  a  body,  already  weak- 
ened by  a  thoufand  wounds,  and  bleeding  at  every 
pore.  If  we  add  the  reign  of  fuperilition  ;  the 
clouds  of  locuft  monks  who  overfpread  mt  earth  ; 
the  general  negledl  of  the  fcriptures ;  tbe  univerfal 
ignorance  prevalent ;  and  encouraged,  in  order  to 
give  greater  weight  and  importance  to  the  de- 
ceivers and  jugglers,  whofe  frauds  and  falfe  mi- 
racles fupplanted  all  the  neccffity  of  revelation  ; 
we  (hall  no  longer  wonder,  that  we  find  fo  few 
faithful,  but  that  ariy  fhould  remain. 

An.  543—582.     I  have  looked  at  fomc  of  the 
writers  of  that  age,  and  their  works  ;  and  I  confds 

I  can 
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I  can  find  little  fbundnefs  in  principle^  and  lefs  in 
practice :  bnlefs  I  (hould  exhibit  thofe  lights  of 
the  Church,  Benedidl  and  his  aflbciates,  whole 
multiplied  rules  for  a  feraphic  life,  like  the  phari- 
laic  traditions  mentioned  by  our  Lord,  made  men 
only  feveqfold  more  the  children  of  Satan  and 
pride  than  before.  If  I  take  John  the  Faftcr ; 
Gregory  the  Great ;  or  that  adulator  of  the  Roman 
iee,  Ennodius ;  alas  !  the  very  bed  of  them  is 
ibarper  than  a  thorn  hedge  :  more  fuited  to  pierce 
and  wound  with  their  afpcrities  and  follies^  than  to 
feed  with  any  berries  of  truth,  whjch  they  produce. 
Under  fucb  tutors,  the  pupils  could  receive  but 
miferable  information  ;  and  ignorance,  eflablifhed 
as  a  law^  reduced  the  knowledge  of  God  our  Sa-* 
viour,  and  fkiih  and  true  holinefs,  to  a  very  low 
flandard.  Yet  the  light  of  Hrael  was  not  quite 
put  out ;  nor  the  power  of  divine  grace  utterly 
withheld.  He  that  promifed  to  be  wuth,  and  in 
his  Church,  always,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
had  not  forfaken  the  earth.  There  were  to  be 
found,  I  doubt  not,  bifliops  and  congregations, 
where  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus  continued  to  be 
preached  ;  and  though  mixed  with  fomc  of  the  fu  - 
perditions  of  the  day,  not  deftitute  of  divine  influ- 
ence :  and  many  individuals  in  fimplicity  and  godly 
fincerity,  followed  the  adorable  matter  in  the  rege- 
neration, without  troubling  themfelves  with  Arif- 
totle  or  Flato^  and  their  fubtleties  or  fophifms. 

The 
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The  more  remote  from  the  (cenes  of  contention, 
diffipatKHi,  and  worldly  purfuits,  were  mod  pro- 
bably bed  preferved  from  the  corruption  which  ii 
in  the  world  through  loft. 

The  difcipfes  of  Augudiir,  in  Africa  and  clic- 
wbeie,  nfaintained  manfully  the  do<5lrines  of  grace 
agatoft  th^  Pehgiand,  and  Serai-pclagiana,  who 
endeavoured  to  corrupt  them,  and  to  introduce 
the  debafing  alloys  of  human  fufficiency  and  proad 
reafoTiings :  with  tbefe  we  may  ei(pc<5t  to  find  a 
pfadiCe 'torrefpondent  with  their  principfe  of  faith 
working  by  love.  In  France  efpecially,  hondtii 
and  others  ftrenoodfly  aflerted  the  evangittical 
troths  againft  their  oppofcrs,  and  contended  for 
the  faith  once  deliyered  to  the  &ints« 

Auftifn,  the  monk,  fent  from  Grrgr/iy,  jf  h*:  hz/l 
been  lefs  eager  after  archbifhopricfi^  ard  f*^*  rht^'/'-^ 
able  with  lying  miracles,  would  h^vc  rn^rr,  r^"t,\ 
for  the  oomeroos  converf.on*  f^^huh  h^  >yr-J^^A  ; 
yet  it  is  to  be  hoped  <omc  kn^mMy/:  ^A  ^JtrM 
and  bis  gofpet  had  bci^i  cf/rf.rrr:ft*<>'^'<  V/  *'•.': 
Anglo-Saxons,  amidft  a!)  tfic  pf*:^^  '  .;'  r.j/f'* 
tions,  and  that  fom'^of  thern  l/r!,r.'"/J  *-.  '*  -.  Uyiny 
of  their  fouls;  which  wouM  1>a  a  s/y-.l^r  ":A>r'I  vf 
hismiflionary  labour*.  X}nn  tl-^  :vr*r'.v/ './,  '«;/:. 


Vol.  U,  f 


The  niaunt^ins  of  Cambi^  AiH  aflFor^od  a  r^oj^^ 
if  not  of  primitive  Chriftians,  though  n;)any  fu^, 
^  is  to  be  hope4»  were  among  tbeo),  yet  of  men 
who  refufed  to  obey  the  infolent  di<5^ate9  of  Gre* 
gory  and  Auftin,  though  threatened  by  him  with 
deaths  for  refiifipg  c^QOnical  obed^eiK^.  Tbey 
chofc  to  keep  J^fier^  an4  baptize  i^ter  their  an^ 
pient  mode.  I  (land  aftonilhe4  at  Mr.MiWK^'a^ 
credulity,  and  vindication  of  tb^  finrog(M»t  k\e^*. 
trcbs. 

The  Separatifts  had  a  particular  caU  to  w^^tic^- 
j^nel^  and  exemplary  cqivi^4l.  I  bavQ  ever  exr 
pe6led  to  $nd  ampng  thofe,  who  held  the  6:i¥}igi-^ 
ipt^ntal  truths^  and  were  in  di£biplioe  peculiady 
ftriiSl,  the  mpft  trijily  Kving  members  of  Chrifi*s 
body.  The  Neftorian  zeal  to  fpread  -  Chriftianity 
in  the  Eail,  fpeaks  i^ongly  in  their  fkvouifi  and 
many  of  like  fpirit  were  to  be.found  among  ti^ 
Novatians^^Donatifts^  an4  £utyQheansrr-rJ  dare  nofc 
add  the  Aria^ns,  for  I  acccHint  the  denial  of .  thd 
true  Deity,  .of  the  Son  of  God,  mortal,  error  ^  but 
among  the  Semi  pelagians,  however  in  difpiate 
they  might  contend  for  human  power  and  perfeo-* 
tion  by  their  own  exertions,  I  doubt  not  foqie  of 
them  were  taught  by  experience  for  their  own  fai- 
vation,  to  look  to  Jefus  Cbrift  alone  for  &lvation^ 
and  received  the  grace  of  God  in  truth^  thouglv 

.   .  fearful 
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fearful  of  admitting  its  all-powerful  operations,  and 
their  hearts  (bunder  than  their  heads.  I  remember 
one  of  my  brethren  of  this  caft,  (Mr.  Charles  Wef- 
ley)  who,  in  converfe  one  day^  lovingly  addrefled 
thefe  words  to  me,  when  fpeaking  on  the  fubjcA 
of  divine  grace,  "  Brother,  a  weatherbeaten  Armi- 
^'  nian  ]s  but  one  ftep  removed  from  a  moderate 
^'^Cdviiiift.- 


•    r 
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CENTURY  Vir. 
CHAP.  I. 

« 

ON  TOT  BXTBNT  A^l>  SUPFBRING5  OF  THB  OrJT-^ 

WARD  CHURCH. 

THE  barbarian  conquerors  bad  now  generally 
fubmitted  to  the  religion  of  the  vanquilhed  5 
and  Lombards  and  Burgondians  embraced  the  or-- 
thodox  faith.  The  Anglo-Saxon  kings  of  the  hep* 
tarchy  in  England  entered  the  pale  of  the  Churcb,^ 
many  of  them  at  the  inftigation  of  their  fair  coo* 
forts ;  and  ealily  ordered  their  fubje6ls  to  be  of 
their  mailer's  religion.  And  as  England  was  famed 
for  virtne  and  learning  in  that  dark  age,  miffiona* 
ries  from  thence  and  from  Ireland,  with'  St.  Co- 
lumban  at  their  head,  iflued  forth  to  convert 
their  neighbours.  Of  thefe  the  famous  Wille- 
brod  an  Angfo-Saxon,  and  his  eleven  aflbciates, 
form  afi  eminent  group,  by  whofe  indefatigable 
exertions,  the  knowledge  of  Chriftianity,  fuch  as 
they  taught,  fpread  through  Batavia,  Frieflandy 
Cimbrta,  and  Denmark,  and  procured  for  the  prime 
Apofile,  the  arcbbifliopric  of  Utrecht,  as  his  reward 
from  the  Roman  Pontiff*    An.  6  ^5. 

We 
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Wc  viC  ootTocch  dtbcr  ibr  ^  pmitT  of  tiie 
dGCtrioes  xhcy  tscglit,  or  of  ibe  xnotires  vberet^ 
tbcT  were  iiifiuc::c«cL  To  rise  to  cmioeoce  in  the 
ChzTzh  -oris  too  nzttcnng;  and  doaiinkxi  cv«' 
tfac  coa:ciecce§s  aad  ccnfeqacntlT  the  porfes  of 
ihcic  igtKirant  citcchtmieiis  ^■^'^  readihr  obtmined 
hf  iheic  men  of  Rook,  wbo  fa!]^c<f)ed  all  tbdr 
ijwiiuis  to  bcr  doaiinkni  and  fopremicy :  and  vcre 
iupportcd,  patfODilcd,  and  bnhoptd  bf  ker  patri- 
2Krh.  Yet  fome  of  them,  I  tnitt,  were  animated 
by  the  poreH  molires  ;  and  if  in  othere  a  mixtore 
of  Fcal  and  foperftition  vas  ibuod,  the  dbjed^  of 
their  Uxwis  was  the  oonvcrfion  of  the  heathen^ 
and  not  worldly  aggrandifement. 

Ast.  6)9.  The  Jews  in  Spain  and  Gaul  con* 
tinned  to  be  difcipied  by  the  fwmd,  and  driven 
%riibin  the  pale  of  the  Cburcb,  whilft  the  £ealous 
Heraclius  in  the  Eaft  dragged  them  to  the  fonts, 
in  his  dominions,  and  nobly  baptifed  them  in  muU 
titudcs :  converts,  I  acknowle<i^  that  forbid  all 
boifting.  But  the  labours  of  the  Neftorian  Chri{^ 
tians  open  a  mmrc  pleafing  profpe<5l,  from  their  p«^ 
triarcbatc  of  Sdeucia  ifluing  forth  on  ever}'  (ide. 
Their  miifiooary  efforts  appear  as  extenfivc  as 
biefled,  penetrating  into  India,  China,  and  the 
immenfe  nations  of  barbarians  on  their  northern 
confines,  even  unto  Scythia  and  Siberia  ;  a  famous 
qionumeat  of  which  i3  faid  to  have  been  difco- 

E3  Ycrcd 
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vered  by  the  Jicfiiits  in  the  laft  ^eatmy,  aod  otber 
aijLtl;ientic  records  mention  a  Neiil^ri9a  patriarch 
feot  tbitUg:  ^xua  Seleucia. 

AU  outward  periccution  againft  the  Churchy  as 
a  body  i^  ffi^lided^  and  except  now  and  then^ 
i3;)^e  fcene3  of  Iranfitory  oppreifion  in  Perfia,  and 
t^rbi)leftt  jattj^s  jof  implacable  enmity  ^om  the 
Jew^  in  %ria  and  Paleftine,  the  world  was  com- 
paratively ^eafe;  or  rather  lulled  in|x)  the  pro- 
fpMud  fl^ep  of  ignorance^  fuperftition^ '  and  mon- 
kery. A  ftupid  external  fy  ftem  of  pompous  devo- 
tion^  performed  by  a  kind  of  iqachinery^  ipcluded 
all  the  fervices  of  the  Church* 

]But  now  God  was  preparing  a  fcourge,  whofe 
heavy  hand  to  this  day  continues  to  be  felt^  and 
whofe  tyranny  has  nearly  extingQi(hed  the  Chrif- 
tian  name  from  the  pillars  of  Hercules,  to  the  re- 
mpteft  £aii ;  where  Mahometan  darknefs  covers 
the  earthy  ^nd  its  grofs  darknefs  the  people.  In 
the  country  where  firft  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory 
drew  his  breath,  and  all  the  fcenes  of  labours  and 
fufTerings  of  the  firft  apoftles  were  dif|Jayed;  in 
thofe  flouriftiing  churches  through  Afia  and 
Greece,  to  which  moft  of  the  facred  epiftles  are 
di  reded,  there  at  prefent  the  abominations  of  the 
impoftor  and  falfe  prophet  Mahomet,  are  feea 
landing  in  the  holy  places^  and  the  ^rcfcent  has 

fupplanted 
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fopplanted  the  crofs^-'^b  truly  truly  doth  God  make 
a  fruitful  land  barren  fbr  the  iniquity  of  thofe  who 
dwelt  therein. 

An.  622.  In  the  beginning  of  this  century  arofe 
the  famed  Mahomet,  a  man  endowed  with  every 
talent  for  lifting  himfelf  to  eminence  in  this  world  : 
deep  contrivance,  a  noble  perfon,  ready  elocution^ 
invincible  perfeverance,  and  intrepid  courage.  He 
bad  exercifed  the  bufinefs  of  a  merchant  in  Ara* 
bia,  and  by  travelling  had  gained  a  thorough  know* 
iedge  of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants.  The 
ChHftianity  there  profefled,  had  been  debated  by 
fuperftition,  and  mixed  with  heathenifm.  He  con- 
ceived therefore  and  executed  the  vail  proje6t  of 
ere(3ing  the  fabric  of  a  new  religion,  of  which  he 
was  ambitious  to  be  regarded  as  the  founder  and 
prophet.  Adopting  the  leading  article  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  and  Jewifh  fiiith,  the  unify  of  the  Godhead^  and 
manifefting  the  higheft  reverence  for  the  one  Je- 
hovah, he  marked  every  ibccies  of  poly  theifm  and 
idolatry  with  the  deepeft  aDhorrence.  He  pretend- 
ed a  divine  commiffion  for  reforming  the  prevalent 
abnfcs  among  Jews  and  Chriftians  ;  and  to  bring 
them  back  to  the  priftine  and  patriarchal  religion. 
But  knowing  thofe  with  whom  he  had  to  do,  and 
the  general  pradlice  of  polygamy  in  the  Eaft,  and 
among  the  Arabs^  he  engrafted  this  cuftom  into 

£  4  his 
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hjs  religious  iyfieip,  and  thus  connedled  the  moft 
plaufible  pouit  of  c^cHSlrine,  mth  the  mofl:  fcdudlive 
and  indulgent  pradlice. 

I  am  forbi4den  by  my  neccflary  brevity  to  dwell 
on  tbe  cjh;^ra(^er  or  jnfiitatjons  of  Mahomet :  and 
fhall  only  obferve  the  confummate  Ikill  which  he 
fhewed  in  feizing  the  aufpici^us  moment^  and  in 
vfing  the  proper  means,  failed  for  the  accompliihr 
xnent  of  his  purpofe ;  improving  jevery  advantage 
and  ^nc|deqt  tp  promote  thp  pbjeift  he  bad  in  view. 
Whether  he  w^s  illiterate,  ^n^t^c,  or  impoflor,  ccfr 
tain  it  is  be  was  a  great  man  :  and  the  fucceis 
which  crowned  his  enterprizes  is  a  proof  of  the 
wifdom  wherewith  they  were  planned,   and  the 
vigour  with  which  they  were  executed.     He  faw 
t^e  Chriiljgns  divided,  difputing,  apd  ope  party 
haraffing  and  perfecuting  the  other.    Tbe  Mpno- 
phylites  and  Nefiorians^  ready  tp  revolt  againft  the 
ill  ufage  they  had  received ;  and  to  embrace  any 
protedor,  who  would  fhield  them  from  their  opr 
preflbrs— Arabia  ignoraiJ^  and  half  pagan,  prepared 
tP  turn  with  every  wind  of  dpdlrine— rdiftpnt  froni 
the  feat  of  empire^ — and  the  Emperor  Heraclius 
t^ken  up  with  concerns  nearer  at  home  and  of 
more  importance  than  thofe  of  a  province  at  the 
/extremity  of  his  dominions — ^the  people  around 
}iim  naturally  turbulent  and  warlike^  and  if  unite4 

under 
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\inder  one  head,  (bre  to  form  a  tremendous  mill* 
tary  force.     His  friends  and  connections  were  con- 
iiderable  ;  but  the  conicioufnefs  of  his  own  native 
powers  afforded  him  furor  refources.     He  began 
covertly,  and  with  fmall  eflays ;  fuccefs  beyond  his 
mod  fanguine  expedtations,  Emboldened  his  con^ 
fidence,  and  he  burft  forth  as  a  torrent  on  every 
fide.     All  fubmitted  to  his  arms,  and  generally 
embraced  his  vidlorious  religion.     His  followers 
were  naturally  attached  to  him  by  the  ftrongeft  ties, 
the  love  of  war,  and  the  love  of  women.     And  as 
in  the  indulgence  of  thefe  heaven  alio  could  be  at- 
tained, as  the  final  recompenfe,  it  is  impoflible  not 
to  perceive  the  ailoniOiing  advantages  which  he 
poflefled.     His  army  fired  by  religious  enthufiafm, 
and  purfuing  the  mod  dcfirable  obje(5ls  of  the  cor- 
rupted heart,  power,  wealth,  and  fcnfual  gratifica- 
tions, feconded  with  all  their  might,  the  defigns  of 
their  politic  leaden 

Arabia  fubmitted  during  the  life  of  Mahomet. 
A  iblid  dominion  acquired,  and  forces  trained  to 
conqueil  ready  for  farther  enterprifes,  afforded  his 
fucceflbrs  an  eafy  conquefl  through  the  Eaft,  in 
Egypt,  and  Africa.  They  cut  off  from  the  Koman 
Empire  its  nobleft  provinces ;  and  threatened  to 
fubjugate  the  whole,  had  not  the  diflcntions  of  am- 
bition among  the  Caliphs  themfelves,  the  fucceflbrs 
^  the  pretended  prophet,  turned  their  fwords 

againfl 
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jSgaioft  each  other,  and  retarded,  in  dotliefiic  i]uar<^ 
rels,  the  ruin  that  rifing  as  a  flood,  threatened  to^' 
deluge  the  empire  and  the  habitable  globe. 

The  policy ,of  the  impoftor  contributed  equally 
with  his  arms  to  fpread  his  dominion.  He  con^ 
t rived  to  iet  the  Chriftians  againfi  the  Cbriilians. 
Proffered  liberty  of^  confcience  and  poileilion  of 
property  to  all  who  Submitted,  and  who  paid  pro- 
bably no  more  taxes,  and  perhaps  lefs  than  they  had 
done  to  the  rapacious  governors,  who  plundered 
the  provinces.  The  perfecuted  Neftorians^  and 
MonophyHtes  hecherifhed,  and  gained  by  his  pro- 
tetfiion  and  liberality  :  and  only  wreaked  bis  venge- 
ance on  thofc  who  refjfted  his  power* 

If  he  fupported  his  caufe  and  endeavoured  to 
extricate  himfelf  from  embarraflTments,  by  pretend- 
ed vifions  and  revelations,  this  was  only  what  the 
monks  and  fuperftitious  had  taught  him  ;  and  con- 
tained nothing  very  extraordinary.  He  might  fairly 
play  oft' their  own  artillery  againft  them,  and  with 
greater  advantages  impofe  on  the  credulity  of  the 
populace,  and  fecure  the  interefted  fupport  of  his 
aflbciates.  The  grofs  ignorance  which  every  where 
prevailed  ;  the  grievous  corruptions  of  dodrine  and 
manners ;  the  bitter  quarrels  fomented  among 
CbriAians;  and  their  irreconcileable  enmity  and 
anathemas  agaiuft  each  other ;  rendered  them  not 

only 
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only  an  eaiy  conqueil^  but  as  eaiy  converts  to  the 
new  religion  :  wherein  Chrift,  with  Mofes^  held  a 
high  rank  among  the  prophets^  little  more  de- 
graded than  he  had  been  by  many  profeffing  Chrif* 
tian  teachers;  befides,  the  new  religion,  with  all  the 
external  of  fai)!tog  and  prayer,  and  alms-giving^ 
fin&ly  enjoined,  continued,  as  abundantly  to  gra- 
tify the  pride  and  ielf-righteoufnefs  of  the  un« 
bumbled  heart,  as  the  fcnfual  indulgences  allowed, 
afforded  to  the  fle(h  all  its  mod  coveted  gratifica^ 
tions.  With  fuch  an  army  and  futh  a  religion,  it 
is  impoflible,  but  that,  as  the  ffate  of  the  world  was 
then  ch'cum (lanced,  and  coniidering  human  nature 
in  general,  the  converlions  fhould  be  immenfe,  as 
the  coBquefls  were  rapid. 

How  much  the  Chriftians  fuffercd  durfng  thofe 
confli6ls  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  where  refiftance  was 
death,  or  flavery.  And  even  the  promifed  induU 
gences,  when  once  the  Mahomedan  power  was 
eftablifhed,  became  reftridled.  Oppreffion  fuc-^ 
ceeded  prote^lion,  and  the  zealous  Caliphs  ufed 
every  art  and  violence  to  make  their  religion  as 
univerially  triumphant  as  their  arms. 


CHAP. 
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.      4>N  THE  INTERNAL  STA^TE  OF  THE  CHURCH^ 

NOTHING  can  exhibit  a  more  dcplorahic  ob* 
je6l  than  the  ftate  of  the  Cburcb  during  this 
century.  The  ignorance  that  was  univerfal  and 
profqand  will  hardly  be  credited*  Mapy  o(  the 
bi(bops  thcmfelves,  neither  able  to  write  nor  read^ 
.were  Ci^nk  i^early  into  the  fame  mental  imbecillity 
as  tbeir  ignorant  flocks ;  yet  at  the  iame  time  ex^ 
bibited  in  public  all  the  pomp  of  thrones^  veft* 
ments  daubed  with  gold  and  filver ;  crofiers,  em« 
bediiiihdd  .with  the  moil  precious  ilones ;  and  cere- 
monies^ inftead  of  vital  religion,  tbat  required  ^ 
jQafter  to  teach,  and  fome  memory  to  xietaio.  Tbe 
n^nks  h^d  monopolifed  in  their  convents,  tbe  very 
rags  of  fcience  which  remained  ;  and  attempted  to 
q^om  their  few  and  puerile  performances  with  tbe 
^tra^ya^gances  of  legendary  faints^  and  quotatjioos 
called  chains y  of  ill  tacked  extradls  from  the^t^ers. 
But  above  all,  they  cultivated  the  fplendid  glory  of 
polemic  difputation,  in  order  to  confound,  if  they 
could  not  confute,  the  heretics,  Tbefe  alfo  liberally 
furnifhed  themfelves  with  the  fame  weapons,  which 
introduced  the  iludy  of  Arillotle,  and  pxpelle4 

Wato- 
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Plato.  The  beautiful  fubtleties  of  fophiftical  (ylh>r 
gifm  enabled  the  difputants  to  divide  the  hair  df 
controverted  points^  which  neither  underftood;  asi 
prove  it,  when  fplit,  to  be  alter,  or  idem,  or  tertiuin 
quid :  with  quid-ditie9,  a»d  quodities,  and  entrttcs^ 
and  a  profundity  of  like  wifdom,  that  made  an  ad* 
miring  audience  gape,  or  the  liflening  pupil  (land 
amazed,  loft  in  the  depths  of  this  unfathomable 
learning. 

TThe  admired  writers  of  the  da}v  trained  up  ia 
thpfe  fchools  of  monftrous  erudition,  mntaled  their 
fubtle  and  ieraphic  mafters.  The  great  Biibop  of 
Saragofla  produced  his  miferabic  farrago  oifenLenct^^ 
from  Gregory  and  Auflin,  ill  ailbrtcd  and  tacked 
together,  which  procured  ibr  his  eminence  from  bvs 
learned  brethren,  the  titles  of  Salt  of  the  Earlh^  and 
Light  of  the  fVorld.  But  the  fait  indeeil  had  loft  its 
favour,  and  the  light  was  become  darkriefs  which 
might  be  fek.  A  few  unmeaning  homilies  com- 
pofed  in  this  ftile  of  quotations,  fupplicd  a  preach- 
ed goljpcl,  and  were  handed  from  one  to  another, 
Inuch  like  Dr.  Trufller's  publications  of  our  day, 
to  the  clergy,  who  have  no  time  to  copy  for  them- 
fdves.  Such  clerical  aids  were  provided  by  the 
£uned  Biihop  of  Aries,  Csefarius,  and  the  Bifhop  of 
Noyon,  the  revered  St.  Eloi.  And  the  Greeks  were 
hardly  behind  the  Latins  in  ignorance,  though  an 
afib^troK  of  rhetorical,  bombail,  aftd  the  highly 

efieemed 


^fteemed  allegoricsd  and  tnyftical  <)b4bimties  of  m- 
terpretaiion,  caft  a  falfe  glare  afoand  then*  darkne& 
^ifibte^ 

Aw.  660.  Mbnaftfc  rule*,  a^id  directions  for  the 
ftttaimnent  of  the  ibppofed  higheft  perfedtion  of 
our  nature,  led  men  wholly  off  from  Ae  one  great 
line  of  faith  and  hblinefs  revealed  iatbe  book  of 
Crod.  Hence  fprang  the  famous  pemten$ii^  of 
Theodore^  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  defcribing 
all  the  various  fins,  and  their  fhades  of  evil  ac- 
curately dif!ingui(hed  and  regularly  clafled>  «c- 
'oording  to  time,  placer,  circumOian^e;  and  inten- 
tion of  the  ofifender,  in  oHcr  that  tfte  clergy  might 
•form  an  exadl  fcale  of  penance  propoWioncd  to  the 
ofience.  And  thefe  fooleries  gained  a  highrepota- 
tion,  and  became  very  generally  adopted :  whilft 
the  dodh-ine  of  juftification  by  faith  thrctogh  the 
blood  of  Jefus  alone  was  forgotten,  and  (anfti- 
fication  of  the  Spirit  fuperfedcd,  by  pradlifing 
thefe  prefcriptions'  cf  felf^inftittited  mortification, 
t)enance,  and  oblations,-  till  all-  real  religion  was 
toft  in  form  land  ceremonies* 

The  vices  of  the  clergy  and  people  bore  a-prelty 
exa6t  proportion  with  their  ignorance.  It  is  affl{<S^ 
ing  to  hear  the  unaniihous  voice- of  the^ftgt^.  TRd 
mention  the  chai^e^  would  only  ekcita''indijg;iibtion, 
and  ofleii  oliend  decency.  The-  movA  iAftrii^fehs 
•  ■'  *  were 
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were  included  in  a  defcription  of  certain  priocipat 
virtues,  and  tbofe  treated  in  the  moCt  jejune  man- 
ner. And  a  remedy  was  ready  for  every  violation 
in  penance  and  alms,  and  for  the  greateft  crimes,  by 
buildings  or  retiring  to  a  mona&tvy. 

.1  cannot  perhaps,  elucidate  the  fubjed  more 
fully,  than  by  tranflating  a  beautiful  fpecimen  of 
the  divinity  of  the  day,'  defcriptive  of  the  dkarst&ct 
of  a  good  Cbriftian  exhibited  to  our  view,  by  tbtf 
highly  revered  St.  Eloi^  Bilhop  of '  Noyon,  in  ono 
of  bis  &moiis  homilies.  • 

m  -    •     »  -  .     .  • 

*^  He  is  the  good  Chriftian,  who  comes  often  to 
"  Church,  and  brings  his  oblatioi),  to  be  prcfentcd 
"  on  God's  altar— who  prefumes  not  to  tafte  of  the 
fruits  be  bath  gathered,  till  he  hath  firft  made 
his  offering  of  them  to  God — who  on  the  return 
"  of  the  facred  foleranities,  for  many  days  preced- 
ing, obferves  a  facred  continence,  even  from  his 
own  wife,  that  he  may  approach  God's- altar  with 
•*  a  fafe  confcience — and  who  can  repeat  by  mc- 
"  mory  the  Creed  and  the  Lord's  Prayer.'*  Such 
good  Chridians  \ 

Again,  "  redeem  your  fouls  from  the  punifhmcnt 
"  due  to  your  (ins,  whilft  you  have  the  romedicft  in 
^  your  power.  Oftbr  your  tithes  and  oblations  \9 
*^  the  chwches — light  up  candles  in'  the  confe- 
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crated  places  according  to  ybur  abilities— come 
frequently  to  church,  and  with  all  humililv  pray 
to  the  iaints  for  their  patronage  and  protection  : 
"  which  things  if  ye  do,  when  at  the  laft  day  you 
*'  Hand  at  the  tremendous  bar  of  the  eternal  judge, 
"  ye  may.  fay  confidently  to  him,  "  Give,  Lord^ 
*<  becaule  I  have  given/*    Da  dtmuney  fma.didi  I 

No  man  ftood  higher  on  the  fcale  of  piety, 
wifdom,  and  fandity,  than  St.  £Ioi,  as  will  appear 
by  the  fingular  gifts  of  a  miraculous  nature  with 
which  he  was  efpecially  furmibed.  One  of  thcfe 
the  writer  of  his  xlifc  dwells  upon  with  fingular 
complacence. 

•*  Refpeding  this  moft  holy  per&nagc,  befidcs 
**  his  other  miraculous  virtues,  one  was  efpecially 
**  beftowed  on  him  of  the  Lord  ;  for,  on  his  dili- 
"  gent  fearch,  and  pcrfevering  with  fingular  ardor 
•*  of  faith  in  this  inveftigation,  many  bodies  of  holy 
martyrs,  concealed  from  human  knowledge  for 
ages,  were  difcovered  to  him,  and  brought  to 
light."  The  reader  probably  will  either  fniile, 
or  groan,  as  he  feels  himfelf  affedled,  over  the 
corpfes  of  St,  Quintin,  St.  Plato,  St.  Crifpin,  St. 
Crifpinian,  St.  Lucian,  and  other  worthies  of  this 
kind,  fmelt  out  by  the  inimitable  noflrils  of  St.  Eloi, 
Bi(hop  of  Noyon  ;  and  after  hundreds  of  years  of 
putrefaction,  identified  by  this  moil  accurate  invef- 

tigator. 
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tigator.     Under  fuch  admired  biftiops,  what  muft 
be  the  Hate  of  the  miferable  people  !    But  thefe 
relics  raifed  the  holy  prelate  to  the  fummit  of  hu- 
man reverence,  and  filled  the  cofters  of  his  fee 
with  the  mod  abundant  oblations*    -TIic  life- .of 
faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  and  divine  influence  de- 
rived from  his  Spirit,  had  opened  the  way  to  hea* 
yen  and  glory  for  the  primitive  faints  ;  but  St.  Eloi 
and  his  fellows  had  found  out  a  (horter  road,  by 
the  purchafe  of  relics,  and  oblations  to  the  Church 
and  her  minifters :  and  if  any  man  prefumcd  to 
doubt  the  relics,  or  their  efficacy,  or  thofe  who 
produced  them,   irrefragable  Arguments  were  at 
hand  to  convince  the  moft  obdurate  fceptic,  in  the 
authority  of  the  Catholic  Churchy  and  the  multitiuie 
of  miracles  wrought  hy  them.     The  incllirnable  va- 
lue of  thefe  things  may  be  judged  by  the  lamen- 
tations of  a  famoUvS  author  of  Palcfiine,  named  An- 
tiochus,  who  deplores  the  lofs  of  a  piece  of  the 
wood  of  the  true  crofs,  carried  off  by  the  Pcrfians, 
as  among  the  moft  affliv^ive  calamities  aftcclirjg  the 
Church  of  God. 


•  Vol.  It  i^'  CHAR 
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CHAP.  III. 

tnVBCfl  OOVBUNMEXT^  RITSS  AND  CEREMONIES. 

THE  bitter  conteib  l>6tw)eeo  Rome  and  Con^ 
fiantinople  lor  tbe  fupremacy^  proceeded  to 
t  ^Dal  ruptore  between  tbe  eafiera  and  weftcrn 
churches  ;  which,  however  frequent  attempts  were 
made  to  reconcile  them,  continues  yet  unclofed. 
The  one  too  proud  to  receive  an  equal,  the  other 
to  bear  a  iuperior.  It  is  pretended,  though  on 
dubious  evidence,  that  Boniface  the  Third  engaged 
Fhocas,  theEaftern  Emperor,  to  withdraw  the  title 
tepuntenical  from  the  Bi(hop  of  Conftaatinople,  his 
rival,  and  to  confer  it  oo  himfelf,  as  the  price  of 
efpoufing  his  intereft  ;  thoi^h  his  hands  were  yet 

reeking  with  the  blood  of  tbe  Emperor 
AN»  ^2.  Mauritrus,  whofe  throne  he  had  ufurped^ 

Yet  certain  it  is,,  that  notwithftandiug 
all  the  craft  and  intrigue  to  enlarge  the  authority 
of  Ronn-«5,  and.  to  create  one  fupreme  and  vilSblc 
head  of  ail  the  churches  ;  this  flill  met  with  great 
oppolition  from  many  monarchs  and  bifhops  in  the 
Weft,  and  in  the  Eaft  few  fubmitted  themfelves 
to  the  tyrant's  patent ;  but  maintained  their  obe- 
dience to  Conftantinople.  The  ancient  Britons 
and  Scots  were  very  refradlory,  and  often  diiputed 

the 
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tlie  FcNitiflrs  mandate.  The  churches  oTOaul  and 
Spain  chofe  to  rejcA  what  they  eftecrned  an  in* 
fringement  of  their  liberties  ;  and  even  in  Italy  th# 
Ufliop  of  Ravenna  and  otherA,  refuA^  implicit 
Ibbmiflion.  In  order  to  ftrcngtben  the  authority 
of  the  Roman  fee,  her  politic  pontiffs  contrivcrl  to 
attach  the  monks  to  her  obedience,  by  cncourag'- 
ing  them  to  quarrel  with  the  bifhops,  and  trannfier 
their  allegiance  to  Rome.  A  vuft  anny  was  thus 
inlifted  throughout  the  world  to  magnify  the  bcafti 
and  exalt  his  fupremacy*  Securing  by  their  de« 
Votednefs  to  Rome^  a  protestor  of  their  iinmnni'* 
ties,  they  were  fure  to  find  there  a  more  indulgent 
ftiperior,  than  when  under  the  nearer  eye  tA  \Unf 
own  immediate  prelates  t  by  tbiK  tricani^  all  llMt  woU 
arrogant  pretenlions  of  the  mod  infolcnt  \Mff$uH\ 
found  a  hoft  of  defenders,  and  the  wk/O  hUfyif^f^ 
ous  ideas  were  broached,  as  if  erTy  ^Af^^At^^j$ 
to  thefe  wicked  men,  was  rebell'j^/n  »;'»^^l^  ^/04,  in 
his  vicegerent  upon  earth.  Tb'is  i»'>iM^.'*i  v/^if#  v* 
lating,  and  power  cricr^:af;'t;r,  thrvvj''*  *• '.  Z/-'*^  '4 
dominion  grew  up,  virj'/-.  ;;,  t-,t  <  .'^^//,^/  */*$ 
launched  its  th-in^i^r*  zr^Tf9  t:/r'<^'*^\  ^4 
brought  the  p^^i-f-rft  to  *?.•:  ^*<  '/  '•'^  'f  yA 
crown,  which  tfcctV  Kosfttr.  ^//  *?',  ^< .'f^A. 
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nics.     Thtfeftival  of  the  Crofs  was  thus  inftitnted, 
the  relics  of  which  were  eftecmed  fo  incftimably 
precious,  and  fb  dih'gently  coUedled,  that,  after  all 
the  deeply  deplored  lofles  by  infidels,  more  pieces 
of  the  wood  were  produced,  than  ever  Simon  the 
Cyrenian  carried  ;    and  which,  by  fome  ftrange 
magic,  had  been  prcferved  incorruptible  fix  or  ie- 
ven  hundred  years,  and  found  in  fuch  a  variety  of 
pieces  and  places,  as  was  indeed  ridiculoufly  mira- 
culous ;  but  there  was  nothing  too  grofe  for  that 
fiiperftitious  age  to  fwallow,  aor  any  fraud  too  im- 
pudent for  that  infallible  fee  to  invent.  Veftments- 
multiplied  into  wardrobes  of  gold  and  filver  tifliie 
in  all  the  churches,  with  the  richeft  chalices^  cro- 
fiers,  croflcs,  (brines,  too  numberlefs  to  admit  of 
detail.    And  now  the  fandity  of  the  churclMis  grew 
to  fuch  an  eminence,  that  they  afforded  a  ian6tuary 
to  the  moft  atrocious  criminals,  from  whence  they 
plight  not  be  taken  by  any  proccfs  of  civil  juflice, 
and  where  they  were  fupportcd  by  the  alms  of  falfc 
charity. 

Hitherto  the  Emperor  maintained  the  power  of 
confirming  the  election  of  the  bilhops  of  Romc^ 
though  he  remitted  the  fine,  ufually  before  paid  to 
the  imperial  trcafiiry.  The  fcripturcs  were  ftill  in 
thehfinds  of  all  Chriflians,  and  they  read  therac 
without  reftraint ;  and  it  is  evident  from  the  re- 
nowned fujnmary  of  IldephonfuSj  that  tranjuhftari'- 
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tlation  had  not  been  yet  invented,  however  extra- 
vagantly the  facranient  of  the  Lord's  Supper  had 
been  fpoken  of;  and  its  celebration  loaded  with 
endlefs  ceremonies,  and  all  the  poffible  pomp  of 
pageantry  and  drefs. 

I  mention  none  of  the  writers  in  the  Church  of 
this  agcy  becaufe  I  find  none  worth  mentioning. 
I  have  giren  a  fpccimcn  of  two  or  three  of  their 
works,  and  may  truly  fay,  ex  una  d'ljce  oimies.  They 
contain  Jiterally  nothing  that  will  ever  repay  the 
lofs  of  time  in  reading  them.  It  may  perhaps  dc- 
lerve  a  particular  remark,  that  at  the  very  time 
when  Boniface  the  third  received  from  the  ufurpcr 
Phocas,  the  title  of  univerful  hijhop^  and'claimed 
dominion  over  the  confciences  of  men,  then  arofe 
the  great  eaftem  impoftor  Mahomet,  which  marks 
the  commencement  of  the  fcventh  century  as  a 
very  memorable  period. 
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CHAP,   IV. 

7HS  SCHISMS  A^D  HERESIES  WHICH  DI8TBACT£2> 

THE    CHURCH. 

THE  old  herefics  remained  to  trouble  the 
peace  and  provoke  the  cenfures  of  the 
Church.  The  Arians,  though  declining,  were  nu- 
merous^ and  the  Semi-pelagians  maintained  (harp 
warfare  ag?unft  Auguflin  and  his  difciplcs,  in  Gaul 
and  Britain.  There  alfo  important  difputes  had 
taken  place,  refpe(9ing  baptifm,  the  clerical  ton-r 
fure,  and  the  time  for  the  celebration  of  Eafter  | 
trifles  then  of  the  laft  importance,  and  exerciiing 
the.wifdom  of  fy  nods,  and  the  keenneis  of  polemic 
rage,  as  much  and  more  than  the  very  eiientiala 
of  Chriftianity.  In  the  Eaft  two  herefies  were  re* 
vived,  and  caft  into  new  modes  and  figures ;  they 
were  maintained  with  all  the  niceties  of  Ariflote* 
lian  fubtlety  of  difpute ;  and  exercifed  the  genius^i 
and  wakened  up  the  jealoufy  of  the  church  rulers, 

I.  The  Paulicians  are  reported  by  their  perfccutors 
to  have  been  a  branch  of  the  Manicheans,  and 
from  two  brothers,  named  Paul  and  John,  received 
the  dodlrines  of  Manes  new  modelled.  The  im- 
perfc(St  account  given  of  them,  ^nd  that  by  their 

enemies^ 
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enemies,  is  to  be  read  with  fufpicion,  by  all  who 
know  tiie  fpirit  of  thofe  times.     Their  greateft 
errors,  if  indeed  they  held  them,  which  was  dubi- 
ous, feem  to  have  been,  in  fuppofing  ^  the  world 
not  created  by  the  true  Jehovah,  but  by  ibme 
evil  daemon*' — denying  the  authdHty  of  the  Old 
Teilament,  and  a  part  of  the  New;  though  they 
read  the  Scriptures,  and  oppofed  their  being  con- 
fined to  the  clergy.   They  ^(b  regarded  tHe  facra- 
ments  as  merely  aUegorical,  and  not  literaHy  to  be 
obfervcd ;  but  they  added  other  ftil)  more  intoler- 
able blafphemies  againft  the  reigning  religion  of 
that  day,  "  treating  the  Virgin  Mary  eontemptu- 
^*  oufly,"  refufing  her  worftiip  and  feftivals,  and 
foggeiling  that  (he  had  other  children  befide  Jefus 
-^with  equal  contempt  they  treated  the  crofs,  and 
its  worihip  and  holidays,  allowing  no  homage  to 
this  precious  wood — and  in  their  church  aflcmblies, 
abblifhing  the  names  of  bi(hops  and  prefbyters, 
they  inftituted  a  fet  of  paftorsr  with  perfedt  equality, 
without  any  peculiar  rights,  privileges,  or  garb,  to 
diftinguifh  them  from  the  people.     Supprelicd  by 
the  ftrong  arm  of  power  and  penal  laws,  as  well  as 
by  anathemas  of  councils,  this  fe<5t  maintained  Hill 
in  fecret  its  influence;  and  though  kept  down, 
continued  to  fpread,  and  burft  out  with  more  vio- 
lence in  the  fucceeding  ages,  and  occalioned  much 
tumult  and  bloodfhed.     But  who  can  fay  whether 
offending  or  offended  ?  How  often  hath  innocence, 

F  4  driven 
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cjriven  to  defpair  by  oppreflion,  been  chafgcd  with 
every  crime  ?  In  this  century  thefc  heretics  created 
but  little  ilifturbancc. 

II.  The  Monophvfttes  protected  in  Perfia,  ^nd 
ipore  favoured  by  Mahomet  and  his  fucccflbrs,  how- 
ever bitterly  perfeculcd  by  the  Greeks,  flpurifbed 
in  the  Eaft,  and  in  Egypt,  where  the  Saracen  con- 
querors took  them  into  their  fpecial  protecSlion, 
The  Chriflians  of  the  Greek  church  had  exafperated 
them  by  their  oppreflions  and  perfecutions ;  and 
How,  they  in  their  turn,  fupported  their  Mabome-^  . 
tan  protedlors,  and  ftrengthcned  their  hands.  He-r 
radius  obferved  with  forrow,  tha  mifchicf  occa- 
fioned  to  the  empire,  by  the  unchriftian,  as  weU 
as  impolitic  perfecutions,  which  had  driven  out  (q 
numerous  a  body  of  fubjed^s,  and  forced  them  into 
the  hands  of  bis  enemies.  Imprefled  with  this 
idea,  he  held  a  conference  with  Paul  and  Athana- 
fius,  the  heads  of  thisfed^,  on  the propereft  methods 
of  their  ro-union,  and  return  to  the  Greek  church  ; 
and  what  temperament  could  be  found  to  recon- 
cile the  contending  parties.  Glad  to  embrace  ib 
aufpicious  an  opening,  thcfe  principals  of  this  dif- 
fenting  party  aiTurcd  the  E^nperor,  that  the  fpirit 
of  concord  might  be  reftored,  provided  the  Greeks 
would  admit,  that  after  the  union  of  the  two  na- 
ture? in  Chrift,  there  was  but  one  will  or  operation. 
concurrent  of  tlic  human  with. the  divine  ;  that  in 

thi^ 
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this  cafe  the  M^noiioUfes^  fihc  name  now  afTumcd) 
would  receive  the  council  of  Chalcedon,  and  live 
in  peace  with  thdr  brethren.  Heradius  confulted 
the  Patriarch  of  Conltantinople,  Sergius;  who, 
either  i^orant  of  the  nature  of  man,  or  of  the  TuIk 
je6l  in  difpute ;  or  inclined,  as  it  is  faid,  to  the 
MonoihcMte  docihnc,  ftrengthened  with  his  fuf* 
IragCy  the  adoption  of  this  new  explanaiion  given, 
as  coniiftent  \vi:h  the  catholic  faith  and  the  de* 
crees  of  Chalcedon  :  and  an  imperial  edicl  pub* 
Kflied  the  peace  of  the  Church  and  the  reconcilia* 
licMi  of  the  Monotholites.     An.  ()'22. 

At  firft  this  fcheme  promifed  the  happieil  fuc- 
cefs,  and  a  i}  nod  aflembled  at  Alexandria  coniirm* 
ed  the  tenor  of  the  edict,  and  admitted  the  found- 
ijcft  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Monoiholites  ;  multi« 
tudes  of  whom,  in  conkqiiciice  returned  into  the 
communion  of  the  clubhthcd  Church.  But  alas  ! 
the  fpirit  of  bigotry  and  dii'cord  admitted  no  fuch 
pacificatory  methods  long  to  maintain  the  ijuici  of 
Ae  Church  and  the  empire.  A  turbuicnt  monk, 
named  Sophronius,  had  violently  oppofod  the  de- 
cree at  the  lynod  of  Alexandria,  and  having  been 
raifed  to  the  fee  of  Jerufalcm,  he  faminoncd  an- 
other council  there,  in  which  all  the  anathemas 
before  denounced  againft  the  Monophyfi;cs,  wtre 
renewed  againft  the  Monotholites.  The  cry  of 
here(y  was  the  war  whoop  of  that  day,  and  each 
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fide  prepared  himfelf  for  the  battle.  To  fccure  the 
Roman  Pontiff  was  a  great  obje6l.  At  this  Sophro^ 
nios  and  Sergius  laboured  with  all  diligence  and 
intrigue.  The  Patriarch  of  Conftantinople  prevail* 
ed  ;  and  Honorius,  either  ignorant  of  the  merits  of 
the  queftion,  gained  by  the  Emperor,  or  taken  in 
by  the  artful  reprefentations  of  Sergius,  gave  his 
Suffrage  for  the  one  wiJIy  and  operation  :  but  the 
breach  was  opened,  and  pride  and  contention  enb- 
played  all  their  efforts  to  widen  it« 

An.  638.  The  Emperor  Heraclius,  to  filencc  tbc 
angry  difputants,  iffued  a  fecond  edi6l:,  called  the 
e3hejisi  and  iaid  to  be  compofcd  by  Sergius  the 
patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  forbidding  all  contro- 
verfies  CHI  the  fubjedl,  and  leaving  tbe^iir  wiU  in 
pofleilion  of  orthodoxy.  To^  this  the  fucceeding 
patriarch  Pyrrhus,  and  the  bifhops  of  the  Eaft  fub- 
mitted  quietly  ;  but  in  the  Wefl  the  cafe  was  very 
different.  The  Roman  Pontiff,  flimulated  by  So* 
pfaronius,  aflembled  a  frefh  council,  condemned 
the  decifion  o(  his  predeceflcM*  Honorius,  arul  the 
eSheJis  of  the  Emperor,  and  fharpened  all  the 
Church's  artillery  afrefh,  in  anathemas  againft  the 
Monotholites. 

An.  641.  Th^  flame  of  controverfy  now  burft 
forth  more  fiercely  than  ever  ;  nor  had  the  decree 
of  the  Emperor  Conftans,  who  fucceeded  Hera- 
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elitis^  though  fupprefling  the  eShefisj  and  enjoin^ 
ing  filence  on  all  parties,  a  happier  iiTue ;  for 
dhs  !  he  had  to  do  with  men,  who,  however  igno* 
rant  and  profligate,  were  fo  tremblingly  alive  to 
the  moil  diilant  approaches  of  hereiy,  that  they  xz^ 
iblved  to  find  or  make  matter  of  condemnation  in* 
the  laft  edi6l,  as  in  the  former ;  and  Martin  of 
Jlome,  at  the  head  of  an  hundred  and  five  bifhops^ 
condemned  both  the  edi6ls  of  the  Emperors,  arid 
configned  over  to  the  devil  and  his  angels  to  ^l 
eternity^  the  Monotholites,  and  whoever  patronifed 
them. 

The  Emperor  Conflans  refolved  not  to  put  up 
vdth  this  affront  from  the  infolent  Pontiff  of  Rome, 
and  ordered  him  to  be  fcized  and  baniihed  to  the 
Ifle  of  Naxos.  Othejs,  who  were  the  more  turbu- 
lent, were  exiled  into  different  places ;  and  for  a 
while  the  peace  of  the  Church  was  maintained  by 
the  high  hand  of  imperial  authority.  The  two  fuc- 
ceflbrs  in  the  Roman  fee  overawed,  and  perhaps 
men  of  more  moderation,  kept  things  quiet  during 
the  reign  of  Conflans  :  but  under  his  Ton  and  fnc- 
ceflbr,  Pogonatus,  the  fire  which  had  been  long 
fmothering  beneath  the  ruins,  burft  forth  with  re- 
doubled violence,  and  called  for  a  fixlh  oecume- 
nical council  at  Conftantinoplc,  to  fettle 
AN.  680.  this  knotty  fubje6l.  Pogonatus,  gained 
by  Agatho,  Bifhop  of  Rome,  confented 

to 
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to  the  condemnation  of  the  Monotholites,  and  Pope 
Honorius,  with  all  the  preceding  edicts ;  and  Sanc- 
tioned by  penal  laws,  and  the  imperial  authority, 
tbe  decrees  of  the  council  againft  all  oppofcrs.  Thus 
was  the  controverfy  finally  decided,  and  the  Mono- 
thoiites   fuppreflcd   throughout  the   empire,      A 
branch  of  them  however  took  root  in  the  faftncfles 
of  MountLibanus,  where,  from  their  leader  Maro, 
they  gained  the  name  of  Maronites,  and  fublift 
u^to  this  prefcnt  day,  though  it  i«  faid  for  a  long:; 
trhile  reconciled  to  the  church  of  Rome.     A  fup- 
plcmental  council  met  at  the  end  of  Ihe  century, 
to  fettle  the  important  fubjcdl  of  forms  and  cere- 
nonies,  &c.     Among  other  dccifions  of  which,  I 
iball  only  remark  two  ;  the  allowance  of  priefis  to 
marry  :  and  the  fettling  the  equal  rank  of  the  bi^ 
ftops  of  Rome  and  Confiantiqople.    Ant.  6gi. 
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CHAP.  V. 

ON  THE  TRUE  SPIRITUAL  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST. 

WHOEVER  cafts  his  eye  over  the  dreary 
fcene  defcribcd,  will  be  conftrained  to  ac- 
knowledge how  little  of  true  religion  could  poflibly 
remain  in  the  Church  of  God,  corrupt  in  all  the 
fuperior  branches,  and  contaminated  by  fuch  ex- 
amples :  where  ignorance  fat  enthroned ;  and  all 
zeal  was  expended  on  idle  ceremonies  or  trifling 
difputes.     Yet  had  not  the  Lord  left  bis  Church 
without  witnefles.   I  cannot  but  be  confident,  that 
many  fuch  remained,  though  hidden  from  obfer\'a- 
tion,  and  calling  no  attention  from  the  great  faints 
and  polemics  of  that  day.     The  highly  exemplary 
zeal  of  tha  Neftorians  to  fprcad  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift  through  the  dark  regions  of  the  Eaft,  and 
the  extent  and  fuccefs  of  their  labours,  fugged  a 
ilrong  evidence  that  the  religion  of  the  Son  of  God 
was  cultivated  in  its  power  and  divine  influence 
among  many  of  them. 

Nor  fhall  I  haftily  believe  ail  that  their  enemies 
charge  on  the  Paulicians,  when  I  fee  fuch  favoufa- 
ble  appearances  of  an  attempt  to  oppofc  the  reign-, 
ing   fuperftitions,   and   to   reform   the   abufes  ir» 
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church  government.  Though,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe 
in  this  matter,  that,  like  the  vibrations  of  the  pen- 
dulum when  extreme  on  one  hand,  its  ofcillation^ 
are  naturally  as  extreme  on  the  other.  I  hope^ 
however,  that  they  who  read  the  Scriptures  of  the 
New  Teflament,  and  refufed  the  worfhip  of  the 
Virgin  and  the  Crofs,  referved  their  adoration  for 
him  who  died  upon  It ;  and  that  the  redudlion  of 
their  ritual  to  greater  fimpHcity,  proved  a  more 
devotional  fpirit,  and  a  truer  limplicity  of  heart*. 
Within  the  catholic  pale  itfelf,  though  the  candle 
burnt  but  dimly,  clouded  with  fuperfiition  and  ignOi» 
ranee,  yet  was  not  the  light  utterly  extingui(hed< 
Amidft  the  efforts  to  promote  Chriftianity  in  the 
lands  of  pagan  ignorance,  fome  real  religion  (Hmu« 
latcd  the  zealous  miflionaries ;  and  in  the  different 
fields  where  they  laboured,  true  converts,  it  muft 
be  hoped,  were  made  to  the  faith  of  Chrift. 

The  churches  of  England  and  Scotland,  accord- 
ing to  the  teftimony  of  the  venerable  Bede,  rejeft- 
ed  the  imperious  claims  of  Rome  and  her  legates  i 
maintained  their  independence,  and  feem  not  as 
yet  deftitute  of  that  liberty,  known  by  all  in  whom 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is. 

The^difciples  of  Auguftin  held  faft  the  doArine 
of  that  revered  father ;  and  with  the  evangelical 
principles,  the  power  of  godlmefs  bath  ever  reded. 

At 
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At  the  clofe  of  this  century  alio  the  firfi  traces 
appear  of  a  fmall  but  precious  body,  afterwards 
named  Valdenfes^  which  fome  fuppofe  a  branch  of 
the  Paulicians.  Retiring  from  the  infolenccs  and 
oppreifions  of  the  Romifh  clergy^and  diigufied  with 
their  vices^  they  fought  a  hiding  place,  in  the  fe« 
eluded  vallies  of  the  Pais  de  Vaud,  embofomed  by 
the  Alps,  and  removed  from  the  obfervation  of 
their  perfecutors,  where  they  might  enjoy  purer 
worihip,  and  communion  with  God.  The  origin 
of  this  Aock  of  reformation  cannot  perhaps  be 
€%M&ly  afcertained.  They  themfelves  affirm,  that 
they  began  to  feparate  themfelves  from  the  corrup* 
tions  of  the  Romifh  church  about  three  hundred 
years  after  the  reign  of  Conftantine.  Reinerus, 
who  from  an  apoftate  among  them,  as  is  ufually  the 
cafe,  turned  a  moft  enveiK)med  perfecutor,  com- 
plains, "  That  no  other  heretics  had  given  the 
Church  of  Rome  fo  much  difturbance:  being  of 
very  ancient  origin,  widely  difperfed,  and  bearing 
*^  the  ftrongcft  appearances  of  piety  and  the  true 
"  faith.**  He  fpeaks  of  them  under  the  name  of 
Leonids,  as  a  {c&  which  had  fubfifted  more  than 
five  hundred  years.  Their  name  of  Valdenfes  is 
faid  by  fome  to  be  derived  from  a  teacher  of 
eminence  among  them,  cotemporary  with  Beren- 
garius,  but  rather  probably  from  the  vallies,  where 
they  firft  took  refuge.  Their  beginnings  were  in- 
deed fmall,  but  they  had  in  time  great  increafe, 
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and  the  vital  fpark  of  heavenly  fire  feems  to  have 
been  iti  an  cfpecial  manner  preferved  in  this  wilder* 
ncfs. 

Neither  numbers,  power,  nor  greatnefs  conftitute 
the  Church.  No  man  can  belong  to  it,  who  is  not 
joined  to  the  Lord  in  one  Spirit;  and  however  re- 
duced the  body  may  be  to  appearance,  yet  like  the 
feven  thoufand  in  Ifrael,  who  would  not  bow  the 
knee  to  Baal,  Chrift  ftill  had  his  remnant,  accord- 
ing to  the  eternal  counfel  of  his  will.  The  founda^ 
tion  of  the  Church  flood  fecure :  the  Lord  knew 
thofe  that  were  his,  in  the  darkeft  hour  of  the 
deepeft  apoflacy. 


CHAR 
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CENTURY  Ytll 
CHAP.  L 

THE  EXTEftNAt  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

THE  farther  we  advance  in  our  purfuit,  the 
deeper  the  darknefs  thickens  round  us.  All 
is  a  dreary  blank  of  ignorance,  fupcrftition,  and  un- 
chriftian  contentions;  and  if  here  and  there  a  lucid 
beam  darts  acrofs  the  path,  it  is  but  as  the  fhooting 
meteor  of  the  night,  and  as  quickly  extinguiftied. 

The  Church  feems  to  have  loft  every  thing, 
which  gave  it  charadleriftic  excellence,  purity  of 
doctrine,  and  real  fandlity  of  manners ;  and  glitter- 
ing in  the  tinfel  ornaments  with  which  human 
pride  had  arrayed  her,  ftood  confcfled  the  whore 
fitting  on  the  feven  mountains,  and  filling  the 
earth  with  the  wine  of  her  fornication.  It  is  pain- 
ful to  purfue  the  progrefs  of  fraud,  ambition,  and 
vice,  rifing  to  its  fummit  over  an  abjecl  world,  and 
to  lament,  even  over  many  of  the  boafted  conquefts 
of  the  Church,  as  almoft  equally  deplorable  with 
her  fufFerings. 

In  the  Eafl,  the  Saracens  continued  to  fpread 

thdr  arms  and  religion  through  Alia  and  Africa, 
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infliiSling  upon  the  vanquiflied  Chriftians  the  mife- 
ries  and  oppreflions  which  a  new  dominion  and 
a  difTerent  religion  neceflarily  brought  in  their 
train  ;  whflft  the  diftradled  ftate  of  the  eaftcm  em- 
pire prevented  all  vigorous  oppofition,  and  left  the 
provinces  an  eafy  prey  to  the  ravagers.  Indeed 
had  not  their  own  inteftine  quarrels  prevented,  the 
whole  muft  have  fallen  before  the  victorious  Caliphs. 
For  at  Conftantinople  all  was  confufion  and  con- 
teft  :  Emperor  after  Emperor  was  dethroned,  and 
baniflied;  the  ftruggles  for  dominion  engaged  them 
in  domeftic  wars  and  intrigues  ;  whilft  the  divifions 
in  the  Church  carried  on  with  equal  inveteracy, 
though  their  faracenic  foes  were  at  the  door,  palfied 
the  arm  of  refinance;  biting  and  devouring  one 
another  they  invited  their  enemies  to  feize  the  de* 
folatcd  empire, 

A  new  enemy  alfo,  the  Turks,  from  the  wilds  of 
mount  Caucalus^  burfting  forth  as  a  flood,  fwept 
the  plains  of  Armenia,  Albania  and  Colchis,  and 
variquifliing  the  faracenic  hofts,  turned  their  arms 
sgalnft  the  Grecian  Emperors,  and  proved  a  dread- 
fal  fcourgc  to  all  the  Chriftians,  as  far  as  their  ra- 
vages extended ;  and  more  than  balanced  the  fuc- 
i  edes  which  the  good  Ncfiorians  are  reported  to 
J)ave  gained  in  the  country  within  Mount  Imaus^ 
the  feat  of  the  Monral,  Ulbek,  Calmuc,  and  No^ 

giian  Tartars.  As  Ihefc  enlargemcjits  of  the  Chrif^ 
>rf'- .  ■ « *  .  .  , 
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tian  pale  were  attended  with  no  weapons  but  per- 
ihafiort,  and  cfFedted  purely  by  the  zeal  of  the 
ihiflionaries,  we  may  hope  there  Was  a  real  prcfence 
and  power  of  God  attending  their  miniftrationSjj 
and  a  Chriftiatlity  of  a  very  different  caft  from  what 
will  be  feen  in  the  weft,  where  the  fword  of  Char- 
lemagne appears  to  have  produced  greater  effedls 
.  than  the  fword  of  the  gofpel. 

As  the  concerns  of  the  Church  in  the  Weft  will 
become  the  chief  objc6l  of  attention^  to  thofe  I  fhall 
particularly  advert. 

An.  7 1 1 — T\A.  The  SarAceIns  paffing  the  Straits 
•f  Gibraltar,  had  rufhcd  like  a  torrent  into  Spain, 
and  extended  their  conquefts  to  the  mouths  of  the 
Rhone  :  Sicily,  Sardinia,  Corfica,  and  part  of  Italy 
fuffered  by  their  ravages.  The  Grecian  Emperors 
could  oppofe  but  a  feeble  barrier  to  their  progrds, 
and  had  not  the  gallic  arms  refifted  their  encroach- 
ments, and  checked  their  career,  Europe  feemed 
ready  to  fall  under  the  Mahometan  yoke.  Though 
fubmiliion  to  the  conquerors  fccurcd  life,  and  feme 
ef  its  advantages,  yet  the  fufferings  and  oppreflion 
cf  the  Chriftians  were  great,  and  their  number 
awfully  diminiflied  by  converfion  to  the  dominant 
religion ;  with  which  in  every  country,  they  whp 
lave  no  religion  will  eafily  incorporate.  'The 
tburcbcs  were  turned  into  mofqueS;  and  frequent^ 
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ed  as  before.  Ignorance,  fuperftition  and  apoftacy 
from  all  chrifti^in  godlincfs  had  made  the  tranfition 
imperceptible ;  and  as  every  worldly  inducement 
w,as  held  out  by  the  conquerors,  to  feduce  their 
ihbje6ls  to  Mahomedifm,  the  number  of  thofe  who- 
profefled  Chriftianity,  and  dared  to  fulFer  for  it  the 
lofs  of  all  things,,  was  comparatively  fmall.  The  reft 
were  a  too  eafy  prey  for  dclufion  ;  nor  indeed  did 
they  either  gain  or  lofe  fpiritually  by  the  change  of 
their  reKgion,  as  they  continued  exactly  the  fame 
ipen^:  with  regard  to  any  real  excellence,  their 
former  Chriftianity  gave  them  none. 

The  greater  part  of  Germany,  and  the  Norths 
continued  yet  in  pagan  ignorance,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  efforts  of  the  Angla  Saxon  miffiona- 
rics,  the  progrefs  hitherto  made  appears  not  to  have 
.  been  great..    An  Englifh  benedidline  monk,  call- 
ed Winifrid,  and  afterwards  more  dif- 
AN.  715»  tinguifhed  by  the  name  of  BonifacCj  be- 
came the  chief  apoftlc  of  the  Germans^ 
^nd  with  other  aflbciates,  under  royal  patronage^ 
boafted  of  the  thoufands  or  rather  millions  of  their 
converts.    It  muft  be  eonfeflcd,  Boniface  w^is  Iktlc; 
formed  on  the  apoftolic  model :    his  zeal  was  furi- 
ous, and  all  means  lawful,  which  could  contribute, 
to  the  end  he  bad  in  view.    Thq.  fcqular  orntj  and. 
9II  the  pious  frauds  then  in  ufe,  he  failed  not.t(?f 
^ploy  with  fiiccefs.    Frofour)d]y  ignqr^%  I)iin|j^$ 
' '  '' of 
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of  the  true  nature  of  that  gofpel,  which  he  afFefted 
to  proclaim,  and  more  fiercely  fet  on  advancing  the  ' 
interefts  of  Rome,  and  his  own  facerdotal  import- 
ance, than  to  form  difciples  of  the  lowly  Jefus,  he 
and  his  aflociates  vigoroufly  attacked  thefe  illiterate 
•barbarians  to  bow  their  necks  in  fubjedlioh  to  the 
papal  dominion,  ^nd  waited  to  receive  the  abund- 
ance of  eccleliaftical  honours,  as  the  reward  of  their 
toil.  The  gallic  monarchs  who  extended  their  con- 
<]aeils  through  the  North,  hoped  by  propagating 
Chriftianity  among  the  pagans  to  Ibften  the  feroci- 
ous manners  of  their  newly  acquired  fubjedls ;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  by  a£ls  of  fplendid  piety  and 
church  endowments,  to  redeem  their  own  fouls  from 
tfee  dreadful  crimes  that  generally  marked  their 
rule.  Such  monarchs  and  fuch  miflionaries  were 
too  correfpondent;  and  their  cxa6tions  on  their  new 
converts  more  than  once  occafioned  fearful  tumults 
aod  rebellions ;  fo  that  Alcuin,  the  famous  tutor  of 
Charlemagne,  and  a  partial  relator,  acknowledgeis, 
*^  they  were  more  intent  upon  tythes  than  trutfi/ 
*'  and  defcrved  the  title  of  plunderers  rather  thanr 
preachers." 


Jit 


Ak.  7 14.  After  Clovis,  the  Kingof  the  Franks, 
«rha(e  converfion  we  have  recorded,  the  nKXiarehs 
deicending  from  him  were  but  a  feeble  and  degene^ 
rate  race.  The  firft  officer  under  them,  called  the 
Ma  YOB  OF  THE  Pajlace,  having  all  llbe  asdmitiiilrsU 
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tion  of  affairs  lodged  in  his  hands,  grew  by  degrees 
above  his  mailers.  The  famous  Mart£L,  Mayor 
to  Childeric,  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  his  oppofition 
to  the  Saracens,  who  having  pafled  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar  and  conquered  Spain,  threatened  to  fpread 
over  Europe ;  but  were  checked  in  their  career  by 
his  vidtorious  arms.  R^dbod,  King  of  the  Frief- 
landers,  alfo  felt  and  acknowledged  his  fuperiority. 
Boniface,  who  in  difcouragement  had  returned  to 
England,  was  called  back,  and  ftrongly  fupported 
by  the  conqueror;  and  with  a  number  of.frefli 
ailbciates,  preached  with  great  fucccfs  among  the 
Friellandcrs,  Heffians,  and  Thuringians,  for  whom 
the  fuperftitiovs  piety  of  tbp  gallic  monarchs  found- 
ed bishopries.  •  in  abundance^  over  which  Boniface 
was  appoint^  archbifliop  at  Mentz. 

An.  752.  Pepix,  who  fucceeded  Martel,  as 
mayor  of  the  palace,  thought  be  might  now  fafcly 
feize  the  throne,  as  he  already  pofleflcd  the  power; 
and  having  fecured  the  fu^rage  of  the  ftates  in 
FrancCjj  they  advifed  him  to  confqlt  the  Pope  upon 
the  lawful ncfs  of  the  aS: ;  that  fo  he  might  do  it 
under  the  fandtion  of  the  Church  wi^k  a  goodcon^ 
Jcience.  Zachary,  Bifhop  of  Rome,  being  previoufly 
gained,  and  needing  the  gallic  monarch  to.protc<5l 
him  from  the  Greeks  and  Lombards,  and  raifc  hin\ 
to  the  fupremacy  which  he  coveted,  gave  his  opi-* 
nion,  that^  ^^  the  divine  law  permitted  the  indor 
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^  lent  monarch  of  a  warlike  people,  to  be  dethrpn-^ 
*^  ed  by  one  more  worthy  to  rule.'*  Under  this 
lanAion,  without  oppofition,  Childeric  was  depofed^ 
and  Pepin  (iepped  into  the  throne  of  his  maller« 
afluming  the  name  of  King,  as  he  had  before  cxer« 
cifed  the  authority.  As  a  mofi  Chriftian  K'mg  there^ 
fore,  be  now  became  in  duty  bound  to  fupport  the 
fee  of  Rome,  that  had  fo  cordially  feconded  hia 
views.  The  decilion  of  Zachary  was  confirmed  by 
Stephen,  his  fucccflor,  who  came  to  France  to  fo« 
licit  help  from  Pepin  againft  the  Lombards ;  and* 
as  an.  eaiy  price  for  it,  folemnly  abfolved  him  from 
the  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  his  king, 
which  he  had  broken,  and  crowned  and  anointed 
him  and  bis  fons,  in  order  to  render  his  perfon 
more  facred,  and  his  dominion  more  revered  by 
bis  fubjeds. 

The  interefts  of  the  Church  were  thus  iirongly 
fecured  by  thefe  afpiring  pontifi^,  and  the  kings 
of  France  bound  to  advance  the  fpiritual  domi- 
nion of  thoie  who  had  been  iuch  friendly  cafuiils, 
to  feat  them  on  the  throne« 

An.  7^6.  The  conteft  about  images,  of  which 
I  fball  elfewhere  ipeak,  had  occafioned  much  tu* 
mqlt  in  Italy.  The  Pope  was  in  oppofition  to  the 
Empterorr  the  Lombard  kings  profited ^  by  the 
contentions,  and  fcized  Ravenna  and  other  Gre-^. 
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cian  poileflions,  and  attempted  the  redn^dn  of 
Some  and  all  ItaJy  to  their  dominion.  The  af^ 
frigbted  Fhpe  therefore  ilimmoned  Pepin  to  bis 
affiftanre>  Pepin,  grateru4,  pafled  the  Alps,,  and 
having  conquered  the  exarchate  of  Ravenna  from 
the  Lombard  .king»  compeliied  him  to  cede  that 
principality  to  the  Roman  Pontiff.  But  the  Lora-» 
bard  repenting  the  treaty  he  had  nuwfey  .tenewed 
the  war,  and  feizcd  upon  the  city.  Tbi*  .brought 
Pepin  again  to  the  Pope's  affiance.  The  King 
of  Lombardy  was  vanquifhed,  and  compelled  U^ 
evacuate  a  farther  extent  of  territory  $  all  which 
the  King' of  France  beftowed  on  the  Bloniaa  fee, 
and  thereby  laid  the  foundation  of  idl  Jbec  future 
greatncfs;: 

*  • 

On  the  death  of  Pepin,  the  Lombard  monatrch 
made  a  frefh  attempt  to  recover  hia  loft  dominions^ 
The  fbgitiflrdtPope  ikd  for  fuecour  to  CbarlcB  the 
{vtceeffix'  of  Pepiri^  who  received  hiiki  witit  great 
refped/  and.witbpreafure* embraced  the^opportu^ 
nity  af:4)affiog  the,  Alps^  and  carrying  faia  vkStoriw 
ous  arms  into  Italy.  His  fuccefs  was  obtn^letdr 
He  routed  the  Lombard  army,  feized  the  throne 
jEOid  peiibn.of  the  monarch;-  and  pat  a  fina!  period 
to  the  lionibard  kingdoip  iq  Jtaly.    Air.  j68. 

The  crafty  Pope  came  hi  ^  a  large  fhana  of  tiuii 
^pnil;  and  Charles  added  cpniklerabl^'tc^theftrmer 
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grants  witk  8D  efpecial  view^  aa  tfad  holy  Pontiff 
(uggefts,  that  the  Kii^  of  ]^rance  ini;&t  thus  atom 
far  iajbu^i  for  in  tiuit  agei^  no  Qiore  tff»£liiid  nie« 
tbofi  cdaid  be  fu^^M>  than  bycfiricbiog  the 
Cbui^,  aod  in^eftiof;  thereby  fair  mkiifters  to 
iotem^e  for  tbo  ray^  ^Iprit 

• .         ■  4 

Charles^  furnamed  CharUma^e^  or  the  Oreat^ 
meant  by  thefe  a6ls  of  pious  benevclence^  not  only 
to  fecure  thefalvation  of  hisfouly  but  politically  to 
Advance  ha&  own  interells  and  ambitious  defigns  ; 
intending,  with  the  Pope's  approbation,  to  raife 
faimfelf  to  impenal  flate,  and  aflame  the  rank  from 
vrhicb  the  debafed  condition  of  the  Grecian  Em- 
pire was  degrading  tie  fovereigns  of  the  Eaft.  Ac- 
cordingly in  the  laft  ytir  of  the  century,  being  on 
a  yifit  to  the  Roman  PortifF,  it  was  refolved  that 
Charles  ihould  be  inaugurated  with  the  purple 
mantle,  and  raifed  to  the  empire  of  the  Weft,  His 
cledlion  was  fpeedily  determind,  his  imperial  titles 
proclaimed,  and  himfelf  folenrrAy  confecrated  by 
the  much  obliged  and  obfequiots  loman  Pontifl^ 

An.  800.  During  thefe  cxpeditions.tbe  SaxonSf 
only  nominally  fubdued,  revolted  agair/i  Charles, 
and  being  vanquifhed,  after  a  fevcre  ftrujrgle,  he 
attempted  to  break  their  favage  fpirit,  by  convetu 
iqjg  tbem  to  Chriftianity :  but  their  refiftance  being 
^  '  •  obftinat^ 
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obfiinate^  and  their  fcditioDs  renewed,'  be  refblved 
to  compel  them  to  come  within  the  pale  of  the 
Church  ;■  and  a  miilionary  army  drove  the  enflavcd 

■ 

Saxons  by  troops  to  the  miilionary  baptifts^  Ca« 
refies  and  remrds  fecbnding  the  threats  o£  vcnge- 
ance,  the  nation  in  general  accepted  the  offer  to 
become  Chriftians,  in  preference  to  be  made  flaveSj 
and  were  baptifed  by  thouiands. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,  U. 

THE  INTERKAL  61*AT£  OP  THE  CHURCH. 

NOTHING  could  prefent  a  more  dreary  fcene 
than  the  internal  ftate  of  the  Church  in  this 
century ;  ravaged  with  wars  in  the  Eaft,  and  by 
the  fpreading  conquefts  of  the  Saracens  in  Spain, 
Sicily^  Sardinia,  Calabria.  Meanwhile,  the  pro* 
greis  of  fuperilition  was  rapid  in  proportion  to  the 
wealth  and  power,  unto  which  the  Church-rulers 
were  advancing.  The  knowledge  purfued  was  of 
the  moft  fuporficial  kind  ;  and  the  profoundeft  ig« 
norance  of  the  moil  important  truths  of  real  Chris- 
tianity univerfally  prevalent.  The  quarrels  be- 
tween Conftantinople  and  Rome  were  the  moft 
bitter  and  fcandalous,  and  a  precedent  afforded 
for  the  fame  prelatical  contcfts  for  diminion  and 
cxtenfion  of  authority  every  where.  The  clergy 
were  contaminated  with  the  moft  fcandalous  vices, 
manifeft  in  the  canons  made  to  reftrain  them  ;  and 
naturally  reftilting  from  the  wealth  and  indul- 
gences in  which  they  wallowed,  the  reverence  they 
had  contrived  to  attradl  from  their  office,  and  the 
impunity-  it  generally  fecured :  fure  to  be  ikreened 
by  their  brethren  from  diigrace^  for  the  honour  of 
(1^  Cburph. ' 

As 


As  the  northern  nations  had  generally  adopted 
the  druidical  Aiperftitions,  in  which  the  prieftbood 
bad  very  peculiar  privilege ;  tbefe,  on  their  con- 
▼eriion,  the  new  prieilhood  endeavoured  to  fecure 
onto  themfelves : :  and  .the  Papal,  f^e  being  the 
grieat  object  of  monkifh  reverence  and  miflionary 
aea}^  to  this  a  wondrous  oie^ure  <sC  tlted  obedi* 
€&ee  was  transferred. 

....  .|».,       .,      ..». 

The  ftrongly  inculd^ ted  cdo^irine^  which  always 
was  the  darling  theme  of  tht  clergy.  Of  the  high 
2D$rit  of  liberal  donations,  to  the  Church,  poured 
is  4^  flelod  otf*  wenUb  ^nd  pG(]e^jD^  u{>on  it  in 
I^Qf  place;  No  mat)  lividg  ot  dyi.r^,&il^  to  in- 
tBT^^^^iB^ fymt  or  0tber.ifi.h*fayoiie':  «nd  W  the. 
c^ukg^t;  th0  wBiiftrio^  ^nd  :tbc  rtiboarcb^.w^Qre,  ufual<- 
ly  the^moft  profligate, .  and  led  t6[th^^cbmmi{Ron 
of  the  «[«Qft  atrpciQiis  crirnes,  tfcey  had  it  in  their 
l^nf^er' j^  redeem  i^eir  /Quby  at  an  caiy  fpricc,  by 
ih^kfing  \vith  the  GtluA:h  arid  hei?  laints^  .the  fruits 
of.tbdr  pHitideryra^e^aird  inixrdbEs.;  by  foundings 
mooailertes^  buildm^:cbdrc&es>  antiiCmridbing  the 
xnmifters  jfaf  rei^ion^  who  not  only:  thus  pro* 
nounced.  their  abfbhition,  i  and  relieved  them  fitAn 
the. pains  due  to  theirirns^  but  aflbctatedrlliem  m 
all  the  merits  of  fiSnts  atid  nuirtyrl.'  Empercm^ 
and  monarchsvand'WdaiMiiy  Doblesy'^not  only  now 
gave  them;  gold,  filv«ir,  veftments,  botdlAes^  dig*' 
nities^  feudal  tenures.     Thus  the  bi(h0]|»-b^nv^ 

dukes^ 
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duk^j  couDts>  marquifles^  invefied  with  r^Iia  in 
their  own  domains ;  adminiftering  juftice ;  fupreme 
in  their  feyeral  feignieurics ;  and  often  heading 
armies,  which  they  levied,  to  follow  as  feudal  ba« 
rons  the  quarrels  of  their  liege  lord,  or  to  decide 
contention^  among  themfelves.    Of  theie  the  Ro- 
man pontiffs,  through  the  munificence  of  the  gal- 
lic monarchs,  had  the  mofl  abundant  fhare  ;  and 
being  fet  up  as  the  objeiH:  of  prime  veneration,  and 
appealed  to  in  all  difficulties  and  quarrels  in  the 
weftern  world,  the  immeolity  of  wealth  aqd  power 
which  flowed  into  them  from  a  thoufand  channefe^ 
is  fcarce  to  be  conceived.    Every  bifhop,  monaf- 
tery,  and  priefl,  extended  their  claims  over  igno« 
xance  and  fuperfUtion,  and  were  fure  to  find  fup- 
port  at  Rome  for  the  moft  extravagant  pretqnfions, 
provided  they  took  care  to  divide  the  fpoil  with 
her.     All  difcipline  neceflarily  relaxed,  when  im- 
punity Qould  thus  be  purchafed  ;  and  the  monaf- 
terie?  filled  with  floth,    ignorance,  and  wealth, 
CQuld  nqt.but  exhibit  what  the  records  of  the  time 
CQpfeis,  fcenQ9  of  voluptuoufnefs,  ambition,  quar- 
n;]^.  and  impurity. 

.TTet  mopUery;  maintained  the  higbeft  character 
&f  &n<3ity,  and  the  monafteries  were  multipUed 
«Qd  filled  with  inhabitants.  It  was  efteemed  the 
Mf^dUon  of  piety  to  retire  to  thefe  feclufions  : 
and  ixK  tli9ft. times  of  anarchy  and  confudon,  when 

crimes 
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crimes  of  the  moft  atrocious  nature  accumulated, 
no  remedy  was  fo  effedlual  to  efiace  all  guilt,  and 
to  fecure  the  finner  from  all  punilhment^  as  to 
build^  or  to  inhabit  them. 

Knowledge  profane^  as  well  as  fcriptural,  ceaied 
to  be  cultivated,  except  by  a  few  in  the  Eaft, 
where  the  Ariftotelian  philofophy  was  diligently 
ihidied,  as  affording  the  happiefl  weapons  for  con- 
troverfy ;  but  in  the  Church,  the  moft  miferable 
homilies,  like  thofe  of  St  Eloi  and  others,  learned 
by  heart,  and  repeated  memoriter,  afforded  little 
inftruSion ;  whilfl  the  wretched  lives  of  the  faints, 
fluffed  with  lying  miracles,  and  the  moft  abfurd 
and  fuperfiitious  pradiices^  exhibited  the  moft  de- 
lufive  patterns  for  imitation* 

An.  735.  In  Italy  the  dim  twilight 'of  fcience 
threatened  the  final  extin6lion  of  all  literature.  In 
Britain  and  Ireland  an  aiylum  feems  to  have  been 
ftill  afforded  to  the  little  learning  which  had  fur^ 
vived  the  former  fhocks.  The  venerable  Bede  and 
others  maintained  the  honour  of  the  Saxon  church; 
From  thence  Charlemagne  endeavoured  to  draw 
afliftants  to  revive  the  fciences,  which  he  encou- 
raged by  his  own  example,  and  promoted  by  hirf 
liberality.  He  founded  fchools  through  his  domi-* 
nions,  and  invited  with  great  rewards  the  moft 
learned  men  to  his  court ;  placing  his  own-  cbiU 

dren 
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dren  and  thoie  of  his  nobility,  under  the  care  of  the 
mofl  di(lingui(hed  maftcrs.  The  famous 
AN.  780.  Alcuin,  and  others,  were  of  this  honour- 
able number,  and  gave  hope  of  blowing 
up  the  expiring  fpark  into  a  flame ;  but  it  mufl  be 
confeiled  the  ilTue  correfponded  not  with  the  ex« 
pedlations  of  the  monarch.  The  mode  of  teach- 
ing, the  things  taught,  the  prevailing  fuperftitions^ 
the  love  of  a  military  life,  or  the  idlenefs  of  a  con- 
vent, prevented  any  confiderable  progrefs :  and 
few  of  the  pupils  attained  any  eminence  of  fcience^ 
though  the  Emperor  himfcif  was  among  the  mofl: 
ardent  in  the  purfuit.  In  general  the  groflcft  ig- 
norance prevailed,  and  bifliops  and  priefts  could 
often  neither  read  nor  write ;  content  to  learn  by 
note  the  formularies  of  devotion,  and  the  ceremo- 
nies attending  them,  which  now  became  multi- 
plied, and  fupplied  the  place  of  all  fpiritual  wor- 
fhip.  As  the  Emperor's  liberality  had  fumifhed 
the  minifters  of  the  Church  with  abundance,  fo 
his  eftablifliment  of  uniformity  leflened  their  la- 
bour, and  his  happy  provifion  for  ignorance  in  the 
iomilaritmty  that  bears  his  name,  rendered  ftudy 
unneceflary  :  a  worthlefs  and  idle  clergy,  little  dif- 
pofed  to  copy  their  Monarch's  diligence,  therefore 
took  their  falaries,  learnt  their  leflbn  by  rote,  and 
got  through  it  as  fpeedily  as  poffible. 


The 
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The  iacred  relics  contmued  to  afford  a  moft 
profitable  Iburce  of  wealth  and  veneraftion,  were 
ibught  with  avidity,  and  purchafcd  as  incftimable 
treafures.  What  pilgrims  brought  from  the  Holy 
Land  had  peculiar  value ;  but  an  hofi  of  faints 
and  martyrs  were  unkennelled  from  the  chamel 
iboufes  and  cemeteries  at  home^  by  multitudes 
whofe  nodrils  were  nearly  as  acute  as  tbofe  of  St. 
£Ioi  I  and  who  made  much  the  fame  advantage  of 
them  in  their  various  churches  and  monafieries^  to 
which  they  attrafled  peculiar  reverence,  and  pro- 
cured the  liberal  donations  of  the  fbpcrflitious.  It 
is  impoffible  to  recount  the  names  qf  thefe  feints ; 
the  nature  of  the  relics  difcovcrcd  ;  and  the  ho- 
nours  paid  to  them»  The  grofJefi  frauds  were  every 
where  fwallowed  with  avidity  by  the  ignorant  and 
priefl-ridden  populace. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

ON   THE    GOyERNMENT   OP    THE   CHURCH NEW. 

KITES  AND  CEREMONIES. 

THE  fupreme  government  of  the  Church  had 
always  hitherto  been  in  the  eaftern  emperory, 
without  whom,  as  yet,  though  the  ele6lion  of  a 
pontiff  might  be  made,  it  was  not  wholly  valid  till 
his  approbation  and  confent  was  obtained.  He 
alfo  appointed  to  many  of  the  chief  fees,  and 
depofed  from  them  almoft  at  his  pleafure.  The 
Homan  pontiff  longed  for  an  emancipation  from 
all  dcpcndance  on  the  Emperor,  as  he  had  con- 
flantly  intrigued,  and  contended  againft  the  patri- 
arch of  Conflantinople  for  the  fuprcmacy.  He  of- 
ten dared  to  rcfift  the  imperial  edidls ;  and  formed, 
with  the  bifhops  under  his  jurifdidlion  and  influ- 
ence, a  flrong  party  to  thwart  the  Emperor  and 
and  his  patriarch.  Nor  were  anathemas  fpared, 
though  hitherto  not  fuppofed  to  carry  with  them 
all  the  fearful  confequcnccs  that  quickly  began  to 
follow  them.  At  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
the  contefts  and  bickerings  which  had  fo  long  been 
kept  on  foot,  received  a  peculiar  cxafperation  from 
two  occafions,  on  which  the  Greek  and  Latin 
churches  divided,  and  fliarply  difputed  for  vi6lory. 
Vol.  II.  H  An. 
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An.  712.  The  firft  regarded  the  noted  contro- 
ytr^y  refpeSiing  images.  The  progrefs  of  fuperfiitioa 
hi|4  multiplied  images  and  picSlures  in  the  churches* 
From  a  fimple  memorial,  a  high  veneration  grew 
up  for  thefe  holy  reprefehtations  of  Chrift,  his  mo- 
ther, the  faints  and  martyrs ;  fome  of  them  ac- 
quired a  peculiar  fandlity ;  and  like  the  Pagan 
images  of  their  deities,  were  fuppofed  to  contain  a 
peculiar  inhabitation  and^  prefence  of  the  perfon, 
whom  it  reprefented.  Sardanes,  the  Emperor, 
at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  with  the  appro- 
liation  of  John,  the  patriarch'  of  Conflantinoplc, 
determined  to  remove  a  pidlure  of  the  fixth  gene- 
ral council  from  the  Church  of  St.  Sophia ;  and 
fent  his  orders  to  Rome  to  exclude  all  piflures  and 
images  from  the  churches.  The  Pope,  fo  far  from 
complying  with  the  requifition,  ordered  other 
paintings  to  be  fet  up  in  St.  Peter's  Church,  and 
in  a  council  fummoncd  by  him,  condemned  the 
Emperor  and  bis  abettors.  The  revolution,  which 
quickly  eniiied,  removed  Bardancs  from  the  throne ;. 
and  for  a  while  the  quarrel  became  fufpended. 
But  Lbo,  called  the  Jfauriauy  revived  the 
AN.  726.  difpute  with  imperial  vigour.     Shocked 

"^  at  the  reproaches  of  Jews  and  Mahome- 

tans, herelblved  to  deftroy  this  ftumbling  block; 
and  ifllied  an  edi(9:  to  remove  images  of  every  kind 
from  the  churches,  and  to  forbid  all  worfhip  being 
paid  to  them.   The  fpark  inflantly  kindled  into  an 

*  explofion* 
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cxplofion.  Fanatic  zeal  burft  all  bounds  of  allegi- 
ance, and  the  fupcrftitious  people  were  iniligated 
to  rebellion  by  thofe  priefts  and  monks^  who  bad 
for  a  long  while,  by  this  craft  procured  their  gain  ; 
they  proclaimed  the  Emperor  an  apoftate,  and  ^he 
fubjedts  releafed  from  all  duty  to  fuch  an  enemy  to 
God  and  his  faints.  The  Roman  pontiffs  encou- 
raged this  fpirit  of  revolt,  and  hoped  to  turn  the 
current  in  their  own  fa\r<J(pr,  and  render  themfelvcs 
independent  of  the  imperial  edidls.  A  civil  war 
now  raged  in  the  iilands  of  the  Archipelago,  and 
in  part  of  Alia;  and  the  Roman  and  Italian  pro- 
vinces, at  the  inftigation  of  the  Pope  and  his 
clergy,  rebelled,  and  murdered  or  banifhed  the 
Empcror*3  officers.  Leo  enraged,  haftened  to  re- 
venge the  infult,  but  was  foiled  and  compelled  to 
retire  in  difgrace.  In  fury  he  vented  his  wrath  on 
thofe  around  him,  who  patronifed  the  image  wor- 
Ihip.  In  a  council  held  at  Conftantinople,  he  de- 
graded the  patriarch  Germanus,  and  fubftituted 
Anaftafius  in  his  place,  commanding  all  the  images 
to  be  collected  from  the  churches,  and  publicly 
burned  ;  with  the  fevereft  puniihment  denounced 
on  thofe  who  fhould  be  found  pra6lifing  this  ido- 
latrous w;or(hip.  Thus  the  war  was  declared- and 
proiecuted  with  the  utmoft  fury  by  the  invenoined 
^combatants  with  arms  fpiritual  and  temporal,  to  the 
great  diftradlion  of  the  empire,  the  damage  of  the 
Chriftian  caufe,  and  the  ftrengthening  the  hands 

II  2  of 
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of  the  Saracens,  Icfs  hated  by  the  biftiops  of  Rome 
than  Leo  and  his  image  breakers.  In  tbefe  con- 
ilidls  many  of  the  Grecian  provinces  in  Italy  were 
torn  from  the  Empire* 

An.  741.  The  fon  of  Leo,  Capronymus,  fuc- 
ceeding  to  the  throne,  and  inheriting  his  father^s 
antipathy  to  images,  exerted  every  effort  in  fup- 
preffing  the  hated  worfhip,  and  fubduing  the  re- 
bellious pontiffs  and  their  fanatic  crew  of  monks 
and  clergy  :  and  as  the  way  of  arms  had  not  fuc- 

cceded,  he  fummoned  a  feventh  general 
AN.  754.  council    at    Conftantinople,    in    which 

images  and  their  worlhip  were  fblemnly 
condemned.  But  alas  !  the  decrees  were  only 
obeyed  as  far  as  the  fword  of  the  Emperor  had 
power  to  enforce  them,  and  defpifed  by  Rome  and 
her  partifans  :  nor  were  the  exemplary  punifh- 
ments  inflidled  on  the  monkifh  preachers  of  fedi- 
tion,  effedlual  to  extinguifh  the  flame  of  revol^ 
which  continued  to  blaze  forth.  His  fon  and  fuc« 
cefibr  trod  in  the  fame  fleps ;  refolved  to  abolifh 
lb  great  an  abomination,  he  enforced  by  the  moft 
rigorous  punifhments  the  edicts  of  his  predecef- 
fbrs.  To  avenge  himfelf  on  the  Roman  pontiffi 
for  their  obftinacy,  all  that  church's  pofleffions 
in  Sicily  and  Calabria  were  confifcatcd  ;  and  thefc 
provinces,  with  Illyricum,  withdrawn  from  the  ju- 
rifdi6lion  of  Rome  to  Conftantinople ;  a  caufe  cf 

enmity 
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enmity  irreconcileable  :  and  thus  a  \vny  was  paved 
for  the  final  reparation  of  the  churches,  and  the 
provocation  given  to  the  Roman  pontiff  to  feck  a 
new  mafter,  by  fetting  up  another  Empcfor,  though 
in  fadl  intending  to  make  him  his  fubjcc^.     This 
was  however  only  the  work  of  years  of  cunning 
and  intrigue.    For  at  firft  the  Emperor  of  the 
Weft,  Charlemagnp,  enjoyed  all  imperial  preroga- 
tives ;  and  a  council  affemblcd  at  Rome,  decreed 
to  him  and  his  fucccfTbrs  the  right  of  nominating 
to  the  fee  of  Rome  ;  and  though  they  waved  this 
right,  and  allowed  of  elcdlion  as  before,  their  ap- 
probation was  ftill  neceflary  to  its  validity.    They 
alfb  exercifed  jurifdiftion  in  many  cafes,  of  what 
was  c&lled  a  fpiritiiai  nature ;  ena<Stcd  laws  for,  and 
punifhed  the  ofTences  of  the  clergy,  as  of  others  ; 
and  nsceived  tribute  from  the  churches  and  nu>- 
nafteries,  as  from  lay  fees,  unlcfe  they  bad  granted 
them  an  efpecial  exemption.     Charles  indec/1  aU 
lowed  the  Roman  church  a  great  incrca(c  of  power 
as  of  territory  ;  but  a  council  was  ftill  re(\mrcA  to 
decide  important  controvcrfies,  and  tbi<i  convened 
by  the  Emperor ;  and  its  edicts  were  valid  fmly 
when  confirmed  by  bim  :  fo  that  thoujrh  the  ju- 
rifdidion  and  autliorrty  of  the   Rr>man   fxintifls 
were  greatly  incrcafcd,  they  were  ftill  fuhy/i  Uf 
the  Eropcror*s  controul,  and  the)-  darc^l  nrH  at  )rt 
zSk&   that   indepcnderjty,   to   which  tbey    ^**^n 
aibiring. 

H  3  V/f/  fi 
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When  the  caufe  of  image- worfliip   appearedh 
nearly  extindl  in  theEaft,  a  revolution  of  the  moff^ 
horrid  kind  rendered  the  Roman  pontiff  triumph- 
ant.    A  cup  of  poifon  miniftered  by  Irbne^  the 
Emprefs,  to  her  hufband,  opened  a  way  for  her 
holding  the  reins  of  government,  during  the  mi- 
nority of  her  fon  ;  and  this  aufpicious  moment 
was  feized  by  Adrian,  the  Pope,  to  league  hintiielf 
with  this  monfter  6f  a  woman,    A  fecond  Nicene 
council  abrogated  the  former  decifions,  and  (anc- 
tioned   the   worfhip  of   images,   with  anathemas-^ 
againftthofe  who  infifted  on  the  worfhip  of  Go^' 

■ 

aJone.    An,  7^7' 

St.  Gregory  hacj  forbidden  ^'  images  from'  being' 
^^  worlhipped  in  any  manner  whatfoever.**  Charle- 
magne ^nd  his  bifhops  held  a  middle  path  in  this 
controverfy,  and  fuppofed  pidlures  and  images 
might  be  allowed  in  the  churches ;  .  but  the 
vrorfhip  of  them  was  forbidden.  Their  deciiion* 
was  fent  to  Adrian,  who  difapproved  of  it>  and- 
compofed  a  refutation  :  but  in  oppoiition  to  hw 
infallibility  and  the  Nicene  council,  this  worfhip 
was  condemned  in  a  new  lynod,  held  at  Frank- 
fort, of  three  hundred  bifhops,  convoked  by  the 
Emperor.  So  that  hitherto  the  Church  of  Rome 
had  neither  eflablifhed  her  infallibility  nor  liij)re-' 
inacy.  An.  704r 

A  fcconc^ 
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A  fecond  and  as  fierce  a  controverfy  about  the 
frocejfton  of  the  Holy  Ghofi  revived,  and  rofe  to  an 
alarming  height ;  and,  with  the  fornaer  on  images, 
tended  to  widen  the  breach,  and  complete  the  re- 
paration of  the  eaftern  and  weftern  churches :  the 
one  adhering  as  pertinacioufly  to  the  words  fro^ 
ceeding  from  the  Father  and  the  Son^  as  .the  other  to 
the  rejedion  of  them  in  the  ^icene  Creed. 

« 

Thus  whilft  the  Roman  pontiffs,  ilruggling  for 
power,  pre-eminence,  and  independence  of  any 
fuperior,  artfully  feized  every  occafion  of  exalting 
their  own  importance,  religion  funk  into  obfcurity, 
iind  all  its  purity  and  vitality  were  loft  in  fenfelefs 
rites  and  pompous  ceremonies.  No  preaching  re- 
mained, but  ftupid  unmeaning  homilies  ;  no  pub* 
iic  wor(hip  but  in  empty  forms  ;  the  Lord's  fupper 
was  made  a  piece  of  pageantry  ;  and  private  mafles 
of  a  folitary  prieft  for  the  fouls  of  the  doad, .  added 
another  lucrative  fource  of  facerdotal  pillage,  as 
thefe  required  to  be  well  paid  for  by  the  relations 
^f  the  dcceafed. 

The  Roman  model  of  worftiip,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  was  by  Charlemagne  adopted  generally 
through  the  weftern  churches,  and  tended  to  form 
one  link  more  in  the  chain,  that  was  to  bind  them 
Hi  the  feet  of  the  Papal  throne. 

H  4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


SCHISMS   AND    HERESIES. 


THE  grand  contcft  between  the  caftem  and 
weftem  churches  about  images  and  the  pro- 
ceffion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  with  the  creation  of  a 
new  empire,  to  which  the  Romifh  patriarch  ad-  . 
hercd,  made  the  feparation  of  the  churches  un- 
avoidable.  So  many  old  and  new  quarrels  had  ren- 
dered the  breach  irreparable  ;  and  the  feceffion  of 
Rome  from  th^  Grecian  empire  completed  it ; 
whatever  healing  efforts  were  afterwards  made  to 
prefervc  the  unity  of  the  Church,  they  proved 
abortive. 

m 

In  the  Eail,  the  fame  herelies  maintained  their 
ground.  The  MonothoUtes  were  favoured  by  many 
under  the  Greek  emperors,  and  the  Neftorians  were 
cherilhcd  and  found  particular  favour  from  the  Sa- 
racens. The  Semi'peJagians  continued  in  Gaul  to 
infedt  multitudes ;  and  Ariamfm  among  the  bar- 
barous nations  who  firft  embraced  it,  greatly  pre* 
vailed. 

A  difpute  originating  in  Spain,  now  under  Sa- 
racenic government,  in  what  fenfe  "  Chrifl  was 

"the 
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**  the  Son  of  God  ?'*  gave  an  cxercife  for  council 
upon  council^  to  debate  about  matters  of  curious 
difquifition,  and  to  condemn  Felix,  a  bi(hop,  and 
his  adherents,  who  had  received  the  name  ofAdcp^ 
iians^  from  their  fentiments  on  the  filiation  of  the 
Son  of  God.  Terms  ill-defined  fumifhed  matter 
for  the  polemics ;  and  the  moil  zealous  againil:  the 
leaft  approach  of  herefy,  w^re  often  the  zxK>il  i j;ix>« 
rant  of  all  iaving  truth. 


CHAP. 
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The  few  faithful  were  left  indeed  to  grope  their 
way  to  heaven  through  thick  darknefs  and  reign- 
ing  fuperftition  :  thinly  difperfed  in  the  earthy  as 
the  gleaning  grapes  of  the  vineyard,  when  the 
\int8ge  is  done.  If  we  look  for  a  vifiblc  church, 
of  outward  obfervation,  and  "a  fociety  of  faithful 
**  peopje  atnpng  whom  the  word  of  God  was  truly 
^  preached,  and  the  facramer\ts  duly  miniflercd^'* 
it  will  be  hard  to  find  fuch  in  the  Greek  or  Ro- 
man communion,  unlefs  among  tbofe  w^^on?  J  have 
mentioned,  and  whom  ^^  the  world  knew  not^" 

A  fnv  individuals  indeed^  of  foone  refpe^ability 
in  the  Church,  have  been  prpdijced  by  the  exem- 
plary patience  of  the  learned  ]^lilner.  H^  hath 
from  the  heap  of  chaff  fifted  out  fome  grains  of 
evangelical  excellence  fufficient  to  prove,  that  the 
Kght  of  divine  truth,  however  dim,  was  npt  utterly 
cxtind.  The  extratfls  he  produces  from  names  al- 
mod  unknpwn,  will  be  read  with  picafure ;  but 
they  are  flowers  culled  from  gardens  overfpread 
and  fmothered  with  weeds.  And  whoever  fliould 
be  at  the  pains  to  tranflate  either  of  the  ancients 
from  whence  they  are  taken,  mud  produce  fuch  a 
farrago  of  trumpery,  fuch  folly,  fuperflition  and 
monkery,  as  would  ftamp  the  whole  with  contempt, 
if  any  thing  fimilar  was  found  in  a  modern  Chrif- 
tian  author.  And  notwithflanding  the  high  enco- 
miums paflcd  on  many  in  thefe  dark  ages,  1  dovibt 

whether 
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whether  the  works  of  any  one  of  them  would  now 
find  a  bookfeller  to  publifh^  or  an  individual  to. 
read  them.  Not  merely  the  vaft  folios  of  lumber 
discourage,  but  the  individual  treatifes  from  which 
the  extradls  are  made,  would  be  tedious  and  dif- 
gufting.  Truth  engages  me  to  make  thefe  obfer- 
vations,  whilft  every  man  of  God  mud  acknowledge 
bis  obligations  to  the  laborious  inveftigation  which 
has  brought  forth  thefe  paflages  to  notice.  RefpeA- 
ing  fome  of  the  characters  which  Milner  has  mark- 
ed with  excellence,  I  am  often  compelled  to  be  of 
a  different  mind,  and  can  regard  here  and  there 
an  evangelical  fcntimcnt  but  as  a  jewel  of  gold  in 
a  fwine's  fnout ;  while  his  partiality  to  Rome  and 
her  pretcnlions,  tievcr  can  u)cet  my  approbation. 
jlrnkus  PlatOy  fed  magis  arnica  Veritas. 


CHAP. 
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CENTURY  IX. 
CHAP.  I. 

ON  THE  OUTWARD  CHURCH. 

WE  arc  defccnding  deeper  and  deeper  ftHI 
•  into  the  regions  of  darknefs  and  primaeval 
night:  Purfuing  the  hifiory  of  a  Church,  without 
Chriflianity;  and  receiving  from  the  toil  of  inveftU 
gation  little  clfc  but  difguft  and  difappointment. 
Scarcely  a  feature  remains  of  primitive  fimplicity 
and  purity  ;  but  the  advancing  depravity  of  man- 
ners according  to  the  univerfal  teftimony  was  great, 
as  all  the  docftrines  of  truth  were  diftorted  by  the 
fuperftitions,  frauds,  idolatry  and  ignorance  of  the 
teachers.  However  I  fhall  grope  my  way  through 
the  jarring  elements  of  pride,  ambition,  facerdotal 
rapine,  and  luxurioufnefs,  as  well  as  I  can. 

The  parts  profcfling  the  Chriftian  name  con- 
tinued to  fuffcr  the  fcvcrcft  ravages  from  without, 
as  well  as  miferies  within  ;  and  the  conquefts  of  its 
enemies  in  one  part  rather  exceed  the  fprcad  of  its 
dominion  in  another.  The  Eaft  fubmittcd  to  the. 
Caliphs.  Africa  was  fubducd.  They  extemled  their 
conquefts  to  India  and  throughout  the  Perfian  em- 
pire. 
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pire.  Sicily  was  added  to  Spain  and  Sardinia ; 
Crete  and  the  iflands  fell  before  them ;  Calabria 
they  entered,  and  fubdued ;  and  Italy  was  ready 
to  fubmit  to  the  yoke.  Amidft  thefe  conquefls, 
and  the  defolations  therewith  connedled,  feyerc 
were  the  fufFerings  of  the  vanquifhed  ;  and  in  the 
contefts  between  the  conquerors  themfelvcs,  the 
Turks  in  the  Eaft  attacking  alike  Saracens  and 
Greeks,  the  people  of  the  countries  before  pro- 
feffing  Chriftianity,  were  the  fad  vidlims  of  both 
parties  ;  and  multitudes  to  avoid  the  lofs  of  their 
property,  fecured  their  poflcffions  and  liberty  by 
adopting  the  religion  of  their  mafters. 

An.  832 — 900.  From  the  northern  hive  a  frcfli 
fwarm  of  piratical  plunderers,  Danes  or  Norman?^, 
infefled  the  coafts  of  Germany,  Britain,  Gaul, 
Spain,  and  even  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  Italy, 
every  where  carrying  fire  and  fword,  plunder,  and 
captivity ;  and  if  repulfed  in  one  part,  landing  and 
ravaging  another.  And  where  the  fertility  of  the 
country  invited,  and  their  force  was  fufficlent  to 
retain  poiTellion,  in  the  feeble  flate  of  many  coun- 
tries, there  they  erected  principalities  ;  and  Europe 
fuffered  incredible  mifery  from  their  long  and  re- 
peated devaftations.  The  little  rcnuiining  traces  of 
knowledge  they  extinguiflied ;  and  often  vented 
their  peculiar  rage  on  the  religious  communities 
and  churches,  as  affording  the  richeft  booty. 

On 
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On  the  other  hand  attempts  were  made  to  extend 
the  knowledge  of  what  was  called  Chriftianity  in 
Jutland  and  Cimbria^  among  the  Danes  and  Swedes. 
The  ion  of  Charlemagne  imitated  his  fire  in  fpread- 
ing  religion  by  his  arms ;  and  the  famous  Anfgar, 
with  his  miffionary  labourers,  feconded  his  opera- 
tions, and  was  rewarded  with  the  Archbifhopric 
of  Hamburgh,  and  the  patriarchate  of  all  the 
North.     An,  831. 

An.  850.  Methodius  and  Cyril,  two  Greek 
monks,  penetrated  through  Maefia  and  Bulgaria,. as 
far  as  Bohemia  and  Moravia  ;  and  without  the  arm 
of  power  feem  to  have  been  fucccfsful  miffionaries. 
From  them  the  prefent  Moravian  Church  traces  its 
defcent ;  though  men  of  a  fuperior  Ipirit  to  their 
founders,  yctthcfc  from  the  beginning,  refilled  the 
jurifdiftion  of  the  Roman  pontiffs,  and  contended 
with  fuccefs  for  their  own  rites  and  ceremonies, 
fufficiently  indeed  fuperftitious. 

An.  867.  The  Ruffians  and  Sclavonians  received 
alfo  from  Conftantinople  a  company  of  miffionaries, 
who  fucceeded  in  fowing  the  feeds  of  Chriftianity 
among  them,  though  the  progrefs  was  not  proba- 
bly great.  And  it  muft  be  owned,  that  all  thefe 
converts  in  general  were  as  little  inftru6lcd  in  the 
true  principles  of  Chriflian  dodlrinc  as  examples  of 
Chriftian  pradlicc.  A  fuperficial  profcffion  ad- 
mitted 
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mitted  them  to  baptifm^  oflen  under  the  fword  of 
the  conqueror^  to  pleaie  their  chieftains,  or  to 
fecure  fome  advantage :  and  the  miilionaries  then?- 
fdves  difplayed  the  firft  efForts  of  their  zeal  to  gaiQ 
fubjeiSls  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  rather  than  profelytes 
to  true  religion ;  indulged  them  in  their  own  fuper- 
ftitious  pnu5lice8,  and  only  gave  them  a  Chriilian 
name  and  form :  eafily  fatisfied  with  the  ilighteft 
conformity  to  the  profeifion  and  formalities  of  the 
reigning  iyftem  of  Chrifiianity ;  fo  that  the  differ- 
ttice  between  the  pagan  before  and  the  Chrifliaa 
convert  afterwards,  refpedling  all  that  deferves  that 
namey  was  fearcely  perceptible. 

The  Neftorians  continued  their  efforts  among 
the  Tartars,  and  fpread  the  knowledge  of  Chrif* 
tianity  far  into  the  wilds  of  Scythia  :  but  the  ac- 
counts of  their  progrefs  is  very  indiftindt. 

On  the  whole,  though  many  attempts  were  made^ 
without  much  attention  to  the  mofi  proper  and 
apoftolic  means  to  fpread  Chriilianity  among  the 
northern  lavage  nations,  the  caufe  rather  declined ; 
and  the  Saracens,  Othmans  and  Normans,  gained 
more  than  the  miilionaries,  whether  by  the  fword 
or  perfualion ;  fb  that  the  outward  (late  of  the 
Church  spears  equally  calamitous  and  declining. 


Vol.  BL  I  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

INTERNAL  STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

THOUGH  in  the  Bail  a  much  more  €oa* 
fid^rable  (hare  of  literature  was  maintained 
than  in  the  Wefl^  the  progrefs  of  'ignorance  was 
abut^dantly  deplorable.  The  chief  ufe  made  of 
Science  was  in  ufelefs  and  unprofitable  difputes,  to 
which  Arifiotle  moft  efpecially  contributed^  and 
was  therefore  fludied  with  particular  attention. 
The  knowledge  of  divine  truth,  and  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, was  loft  in  fanciful  allegocy  and  biddeb  feiifes, 
difcoverable  only  by  fanatic  imaginaldon.-  The 
monks  multiplied  and  maintained  their  reputation 
for  fandlity.  The  contentions  for  power,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  fees  of  Rome  and  Conftantinoplc, 
were  bitter^  and  often  bloody.  The  change  of  Em- 
perors filled  the  Eaft  wit.h  tumult;  and  the  changes 
Qf  patriarchs  were  more  common,  as  the  Emperors 
exer!Qifed  »their.power  in  depofing  and  railing  fuch 
as  they  plcafed.  The  dcrgy,  whofe  only  bbjed 
feemed  to  be  the  enriching  and  exalting  the  faccr- 
dotal  order^  abandoned  them&lves  to  the  inoft 
fhameful  licentioufnefs :  whoever  reads  Agohard, 
and  the  canons  pafled  for  reformation  of  man- 
ners,  muft  be   (hocked  to  obferve  the  offences 

committed. 


\ 
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committed.  Thus,  though  theMahomedatis  wero 
fpr^ding  over  Afi»,  and  approaching  with  gigantio 
flrides  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  the  decay  of  all 
religion  loofened  the  bands  of  fociety,  and  neither 
danger  nor.  mifery  led  men  to  repentance.  The 
Chriftian  Church  exhibited  only  a  putrid  carcafd 
ready  for  the  eaglea  to  prey  upon.  Vaft  province* 
WCfd  utterly  fepafated  from  the  dominion  of  th^ 
Grecian  Emperors,  Eg}^pt,  Africa,  Syria,  Arabiaj 
great  part  of  A(ia,  all  fallen  under  the  Saracenic 
yoke,  and  filled  with  apoftates  to  Mahomcdifm, 

In  the  Weft,  religion  bore  an  afpeA  as  hideous, 
and  ignorance  more  profound  prevailed.  As  to 
enrich  the  Church  was  the  moft  eflential  adt  of 
piety,  and  the  fureft  way  to  cancel  all  crimes,  and 
open  the  gates  of  purgatory  and  of  beaven,  the 
fuperfiitious,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  labour* 
ed  to  commute  for  their  fins,  and  to  (hare  their 
wealth  and  pofleilions  with  their  clerical  mediators; 
and  thcfe  fo  ignorant,  they  could  fcarcely  read  the 
offices  of  devotion ;  and  fo  profligate,  that  their 
examples  were  fiill  more  fatal  to  the  flock ;  whilft 
the  idea  that  they  held  the  keys  of  paradife,  made 
the  fedfetefs  multitude  look  up  to  them  with  k 
veneration  approaching  to  adoration.  All  things 
confpired  to  deftroy  every  principle  of  Chriftian 
grace:  many  biftiops,  by  their  tenures  become 
feudal  barons^  were  called  into  the  field  with  their 

1 2  military 
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military  tenants ;  lived  in  all  the  luxury  and  cri* 
minal  indulgences  of  courts  and  camps ;  and  were 
the  iame  men  in  the  rocbet^  as  in  the  coat  of  mail. 
Their  diocefesand  clergy  negledled,  followed  their 
pernicious  examples,  to  which  the  private  patrons 
of  eccleliailical  preferments  contributed^  by  bellow- 
ing their  benefices  on  priefis  like  themfelves/from 
whom  they  (hould  he  fubje(5):  to  no  rebuke  for  their 
crimes,  and  obtain  an  eaiier  abiblution,  as  they 
fhared  their  rapine^  luxury,  fports  and  drunken- 
nefs. 

m 

The  heads  of  the  Church  at  Romis  ilill  exceeded 
in  corruption  the  inferior  members;  uniformly  pur- 
fuing  the  one  objeA  of  encreafing  their  power, 
extending  their  jurifdi6lion,  and  drawing  to  them-* 
felves  all  the  wealth  they  could  colle6l  from  the 
mod  diflant  provinces  by  every  means,  they  rofe 
faft  to  that  altitude  of  flation  in  the  weftern  world, 
where  for  a  long  while  enthroned  in  the  temple  of 
God,  they  (hewed  themfelves  as  God,  dictating  to  a 
proftratc  world.  Though  fome  of  thefe  pontiffs 
were  men  of  letters  and  decent,  multitudes  of  them 
(for  the  fucceiSon  was  rapid)  were  marked  with 
the  mod  atrocious  crimes,  as  may  be  feen  in  every 
hi{k)ry  of  the  day ;  and  not  an  individual  dif- 
played  a  iingle  trace  of  the  mind  of  Chrift,  or  his 
Spirit,  though  they  aflumed  the  charadler  of  his 

vicar 
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Yicar  or  viceget'ent.  Whether  one  of  them  was  a 
woman  in  difguife,  hardly  deferves  the  noife  which 
has  beea  railed  about  it.     An.  855. 

Careful  td  improve  every  opportunity  pf  jrifing  to 
pre-eminence,  they  employed  all  their  wealth  and 
influence.  Unable  wholly  to  emancipate  themfelves 
from  imperial  di^minion,  under  tfadfe  Emperors  of 
the  Welt,  who  held  the  reins  of  government  with 
a  vigorous  grafp,  they  failed  not  to  make  continual 
encroachmenta  on  the  feeble ;  and  to  endeavour  to 
ufurp  dominion  over  thofe  to  whom  they  were  but 
fobje^ls.  As  the  fuc^eflbrs  of  Charlemagne  de- 
dined  in  power  and  authority,  the  Popes  rofc  in 
their  pretenfions ;  and  when  civil  wars  broke  out 
among  competitors  for  the  empire,  they  failed  not 
to  improve  the  opportunity  of  procuring  freih  pri- 
viieges,  by  calling  their  weight  into  the  fcale, 
which  would  make  it  preponderate^  till  they  af- 
fumed  the  right  of  beftowrng  the  imperial  crown ; 
and  this  too  purchafed  by  prefents  immenfe,  as  well 

as  promifes  of  the  mod  filial  obedience* 
AN.  876.  Confufion  upon  confuiion  embroiling  the 

weftem  empire,  the  multitude  of  candi- 
dates, who  ilruggled  for  the  imperial  throne,  bid 
againfl  each  other  at  Rome  for  the  papal  fuflfrage 
and  undion,  which  were  procured  by  the  ricbefl 
gifls^  and  the  moft  abject  coiiceflions. 

I  3  The 
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The  princes  thus  raifcd  by  Romifh  influence, 
contributed  all  their  power  to  eftablifti  the  pontiff's 
dominion  ;  and  as  their  claims  were  boundlcfs, 
they  now  endeavoured  to  fupport  their  univerial 
omnipotence  in  every. thing  relative  to  religion. 
They  denied  even  to  councils  the  power  of  deterr 
mining  any  matter  of  dpdlrine  or  difcipline,  but 
with  their  confent  and  approbation.  The  whole 
body  of  prelacy  was  fubjugated  to  them,  as  alone 
deriving  their  authority  from  the  pontiffs  of  Rome, 
the  fucceflbrs  of  Peter,  the  reprefentative  of  Chrift, 
and  the  only  vifiblc  head  of  hi$  Chufch  upon  earth* 
And  though  thefe  unfcriptural  prctenfions  rouied 
many  a  defendant  of  the  prelatical  order  againft 
fuch  infolent  ufurpations,  the  power  and  intrigue^ 
of  the  Roman  fee  prevailed,  aided  by  the  grofleft 

forgeries  of  pretended  decretals  and 
AN.  814.  councils,  which  men  were  too  ignorant- 

then  to  detect,  or  too  feeble  to  refill* 
In  vain  the  French  bilhops  remonftrated,  and  wi(h- 
ed  to  fupport  their  expiring  liberties.  The  perfe- 
vcrance,  power  and  r.raft  of  the  pontiffs,  efpecially 
of  Nicholas  the  firft,  triumphed  over  all  oppofition ; 
and  thofe  whq  could  not  be  convinced,  >ycre  at 
leaft  compelled  tp  be  lilent.  Thus  by  a  fubjuga^ 
tion  of  the  minifters  of  Chriftiauity  in^every  region 
to  a  foreign  pontiff,  a  great  ftep  was  ftill  gained  to 
claims  of  uniyerfal  rule ;  and  monarchy  as  well  as 
people  bowed  down  to  pontifical  dominion. 

To 
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To  this  the  legions  of  monks  alfo,  tiniverielly 
difpcrfed,  contributed  their  utmofl  powers.  They 
were  the  devoted  partisans  of  the  Roman  fee  ;  and 
grown  into  fuch  credit,  as  well  as  multiplied  in 
cumber,  that  kings  and  princes  renounced  the 
world  to  retire  to  monafteries,  and  end  their  days 
in  theie  holy  (blitudes,  as  the  fure  mode  of  re«- 
deeming  their  ibuls  from  all  former  abominations  : 
and  fuch  was  the  folly  and  fuperftition  of  the  times, 
that  they  who  had  not  the  heart  to  renounce  their 
dignities  and  grandeur,  when  living,  clothed  them* 
felves  in  the  monk's  cowl  when  dying,  in  hope  of 
thus  aflociating  themfelves  to  fomc  (hare  of  the 
merit  of  that  holy  fraternity.  Thefe  all  ftrengthen- 
cd  the  bands,  and  fupported  the^moft  extravagant 
claims  of  Rome,  nor  did  the  profligacy  of  their 
livei  fecm  to  diminifh  the  veneration  of  the  vulgar 
fer  the  order. 

Aw.  81 7.  New  ranks  of  canons  and  canoneflfcs, 
(the  firft  women  convents,)  were  alfo  added  to  the 
facred  corps  of  celibataries,  to  ftrengtben  the  bands 
of  religion,  and  fet  a  better  example  to  the  monks, 
who  had  fo  grieroufly  degenerated  from  their  pro- 
fefled  order ;  and  which  the  fecond  Benedi6t,  with 
high  reputation  to  himfelf,  attempted  to  revive. 
His  fuccefs  was  of  no  long  duration.  The  difor- 
der  was  incorrigible,  where  libundance  of  wealth, 

I  4  and 
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and  abundance  of  corruption,  opened  the  flood- 
gates  .of  ioipurity  and  indulgence.    An.  821. 

The  wretched  decleniion  of  all  religion  under 
fuch  guides,  may  eafily  be  conceived.  The  zealous 
attempts  of  Charlemagne  and  his  fon,  to  produce 
fomc  beneficial  change  by  the  promotion  of  litera- 
ture, and  the  eredion  of  ieminaries,  failed  of  the 
hoped-for  efFeft,  whether  through  the  infelicity  of 
the  times^  the  indolence  of  the  pupils,  or  the  im* 
proper  method  of  tuition.  Thus,  though  a  few 
men,  fuch  as  Scotus,  Godefchalcqs,  and  Bcrtramn^ 
attempted  to  difpel  the  ignorance  of  their  cotem- 
poraries,  the  diieafe  was  inveterate,  9nd  hardly  a 
iymptom  remained  of  the  benefit  of  their  labours, 
after  their  deceafe.  The  clergy,  ignorant  them- 
felves,  and  the  patrons  of  ignorance,  had  no  defire 
the  people  fhould  be  inftrudled.  The  grofler 
darknefs  enveloped  their  fuperftitious  minds,  the 
eafier  dupes  they  were  tp  their  facerdotal  dircdlors* 

But  );hough  all  knowledge,  chriftian  pr  fcien- 
tificj^  was  at  the  loweft  ebb,  the  veneration  for 
faints  was  more  profound  than  ever;  and  the 
greateil  ingenuity  of  invention  was  employed  in 
railing  up  a  boil  of  new  names ;  many  of  them^ 
pever  till  then  heard  of,  whofe  wondrous  lives 
afforded  fcope  for  the  moft  outrageous  fidlions ; 

which 
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which  were  as  creduloufly  received,  as  impii^ently 
invented.  Each  contended  for  the  honour  of  ^eir 
adopted  patron,  and  exhaufted  their  imaginatipns 
in  adorning  them  with  every  poflible  perfWWon, 
and  lying  miracles ;  and  fo  fail  were  they  multi- 
plied, that  it  became  neceflary  to  prevent  the  li- 
centioufneis  of  fuperftition  from  overftocking  the 
world  with  more  patron  faints  than  there  were 
clients,  by  re(lri6ling  the  canonization  firfl  to  pro- 
vincial councils^  and  then  to  the  Roman  fee  itfelf; 
which  contrived  to  turn  this  favour  to  good  ac- 
count^ and  to  be  well  paid  for  their  fandlion. 

The  precious  relics  fought  after  with  fuch  avi- 
dity, could  not  fail  to  be  difcovered  by  fuch  inte- 

mm 

refted  invefiigators ;  and  as  the  moft  celebrated 
would  attradl  the  mod  liberal  donations,  it  is  im- 
poifible  to  recount  the  miracles  wrought,  the  dc« 
vils  difpoileiled,  the  difeafes  of  all  kinds  removed^ 
by  thefe  powerful  Operators.  Each  vied  with  their 
fellows  in  the  tranfcendent  efficacy  of  their  own 
relics;  monaftery  with  monaftery,  church  with 
church,  and  prieft  with  prieft,  trying  who  could 
outlie  the  other,  and  attradl  the  greateft  concourie 
pf  deluded  votaries.  The  farther  fetched  the  re- 
lics, the  more  revered,  cfpecially  if  names  of  apoftles 
and  primitive  martyrs  were  affixed  to  them,  and 
the  more  numerous  and  folemnly  atteded  the  mi- 

racles 
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racks  and  cureB  perfoirnad  by  them^  the  bigber 
rofc  the  veneration.  t     , 


The  fcriptures  of  truth  were  buried  under  the 
load  of  fathers^  controverfialiils^  and  myilics ;  and 
more  eager  to  bite  and  devour  one  another,  than 
to  unite  their  forces  againft  the  common  cne*  « 
mies  of  the  faith,  the  churches  of  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  continued  to  worry  each  other  about  image- 
worfhip,  the  proceflion  of  the  fpirit,  and  the  en- 
croachments of  jurifdidion.  Ignorance  and  ido- 
latry at  laft  compleatly  triumphed.  In  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  it  became  eftablifhcd  by  law. 

An.  879.  A  new  fource  of  contention  now  arofe 
about  the  Eucharift,  and  in  what  manner  the  body 
and  blood  of  Chrift  were  prefent  in  that  faqrameot, 
Superftitious  and  unfcriptural  notions  had  long 
been  gaining  ground.  A  monk,  named  Pafchafius, 
(for  in  convents  thefe  follies  chiefly  were  invented) 
pretended,  that  after  con fecration,  the  form  of  the 
elements  only  remained,  and  the  fame  body,  bom 
of  the  Virgin,  crucified  on  Calvary,  and  railed 
from  the  dead,  was  really  and  locally  prefent.  This 
was  oppofed  by  Bertramn,  and  yet  more  explicitly 
by  Scotus,  who  argued  that  the  bread  and  wine 
were  only  Jigns  znAfymboh  of  the  ah/ent  body  of 
the  Lord.    The  controverfy  has  fince  fwollen  into  a 

a  bulk. 
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a  bulk,  that  prefents  a  fearful  monument  of  hu« 
man  folly.  .  An.  83 1  • 

An,  847.  A  more  important  one  was  renewed 
by  Gode/chalcus,  refpedling  the  do6lrines  of  predef* 
tination  and  grace.  He  was  a  monk  of  Orbaia, 
in  France,  where  pelagianifm  was  from  the  begin- 
ning deeply  rooted.  Zealous  for  the  evangelical 
doctrines,  now  debafed  with  every  alloy,  and  de- 
iirous  of  reviving  the  knowledge  of  the  grace  of 
God  in  truth,  he  laboured  alTiduoufly,  under  the 
patronage  of  Eberald,  one  of  the  firft  nobles  in 
the  court  of  the  Emperor  Lothaire.  He  was  heard 
with  deep  ferioufne(s  and  attention  ;  even  the  Bi- 
fliop  of  Verona  was  his  auditor  ;  and  Remi,  arch- 
btfliop  of  Lyons,  Prudentius,  bifljop  of  Troyes, 
the  famous  Riitramn,  a  monk  of  Corby,  Lupus, 
abbot  of  Ferricres,  and  other  men  of  eminence 
warmly  embraced  his  opinions.  A  flame  was  kin- 
dled by  his  preaching ;  and  his  popularity  awaken- 
ed the  envy  and  enmity  of  Maurus,  archbilhop  of 
Mentz,  before  whom  he  was  accufed  of  hercfy, 

arid  condemned  in  a  council  held  in  that 
AN.  848.  city.     For  pu«i(hment  he  was  fcnt  to 

Hincmar,  his  dioccfan,  archbifliop  of 
Rheims,  who  had  ordained  him.  Hincmar  was 
in  league  with  his  brother,  the  bi(hop  of  Mentz, 
and  equally  the  enemy  of  this  pretended  difturber 

of 
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of  the  Church*8  peaee^  and  of  his  peribn.     With 
him  the  ableft  arguments  and  unimpeached  inte- 
grity of  Godcfchalcus  weighed  not  a  hair. 
AN.  849*  In  a  council  at  Quiercy,  his  condemna- 
tion was  confirmed  with  every  infult  and 
aggravated  injuflice.     In  vain  he  maintained  the 
truth  of  his  opinions  from  Auguftin,  with  evidence 
it  was  impoffible  to  contradidl  or  deny  ;  and  from 
the  Scripture,  which  his  adverfarics  lefs  refpedcd 
as  authority.    It  was  refolved  to  punifh  and  (ilence 
him.    The  brutifli  prelate,  the  lefs  able  he  was  to 
anfwer  his  arguments,  or  impeach  his  fidelity,  the 
more  exafperated,  without  fhame  refolved  to  em- 
ploy the  power  with  which  he  was  invefted.    He 
degraded  him  from  the  facerdotal  cbara6ler,  ex- 
pofed  him  to  the  public  by  a  fevere  corporal  pu- 
nifhment ;  and  after  whipping  him  till  he  was  co- 
vered with  a  gore  of  blood,  and  near  expiring,  he 
caft  him  into  a  miferable  dungeon,  where,  after 
years  of  fufFering,  he  died  a  martyr  for  the  truths, 
which  no  torments  could  engage  him  to  foriako ; 
though  the  force  of  them  had  compelled  him  to 
burn  with  his  own  hands  the  jultitication  of  his 
opinions,  which  he  had  prefented  to  the  council 
at  Mentz.     Into  the  fame  fire  he  had  probably 
been  caft  himfelf,   if  he  had  obftinatcly  refufed 
this  facrifice.     But  his  fpirit  unbroken  with  ill- 
ufage,  long  maintained  in  the  houfe  of  his  prifon 

the 
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the  fame  opinions  for  which  he  fufFered  ;  and  hb 
hteft  breatli  folemnly  attended  the  divine  authority 
of  the  truths  which  living  he  had  defended,  and 
when  dying  fupported  him  through  all  his  fufibr- 
ings.  Who  can  read  Church  Hiftory  without  horror 
of  the  abufes  of  prelatical  power  i  and  this  mofl: 
commonly  exercifed  againil  the  moil  faithful  wit- 
nefles,  for  thofe  very  evangelical  truths,  in  pre- 
tended fupport  of  which^  thefe  men  held  their  dig- 
nities. 

But  the  fufferings  of  the  martyr,  as  is  ufually 
the  cafe,  produced  efTedis  more  powerful  probably 
than  his  preaching.  His  do<Slnncs  were  canvafled ; 
his  defences  read  ;  the  cruelty  of  his  enemies 
awakened  compailion,  and  the  divine  truths  for 
which  he  fuffercd,  fotmd  able  advocates  in  the 
eminent  ecclefiadics  above  mentioned,  and  many 
others,  who  condemned  the  injufiice  with  which 
Godefchalcus  had  been  treated,  and  the  unchrif- 
tian  feverity  of  the  puniihments  inflidled  on  him  ; 
maintaining  the  opinions  which  he  had  promulged 
as  the  doctrine  of  the  Church,  as  that  of  the  Scrip- 
tures^ and  of  the  bed  men  in  every  fucceeding 
age ;  and  defying  their  enemies  to  confute  theiir 
reafonings,  or  contradidt  the  evidence  which  they 
produced.  But  the  party  of  Hincmar  and  his  ailb* 
ciates  was^  as  is  the  cafe  in  general  where  the 

truths 
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truths  of  vital  godlinefs  are  the  fubje<Sl  of  conteft, 
fer  fupcrior :  they  had  the  fecular  arm,  and  the 
prelatical  corps  on  their  fide  ;  and  Chrift  and  his 
caufe,  when  it  comes  before  fuch  men,  will  be  fure 
to  meet  condemnation:  The  decrees  of  the  former 
councils  were  confirmed,  and  poor  Godefchalcus 
and  his  dodlrihe  received  a  third  anathema. 

But  his  gallic  friends  reiblved  not  to  fubmit  to 
this  imperious  prelate  and  his  unjuft  decrees.  A 
body  of  bifhops,  under  the  archbifhop  of 
AN.  855.  Lyons,  ■  aflembled  at  Valence  in  Dau- 
'  ♦  phiny,  vindicated  the  condemned  monk 
and  his'dodtrine ;  and  fourteen  provinces  aflfemWed 
at  tarigres,  concurred  in  the  fame  opinion,  and 
pronounced  the  eulogium  of  the  faithful  witnefs, 
who  had  now  expired  in  prifon  under  the  inhuman 
Hincnmr:-    An.  869. 

This  conteft'  ended  not  with  the  men  of  that 
day,  but  to  our  own  remains  in  its  full  vigour,  and 
will  probably  continue  to  the  end  of  time.  The 
unhumbled,  the  unawakened,  the  pharilaical,  Ihe 
proud,  who  entfertain  high  imaginations  of  the  hu- 
man powers,  and  the  raafonings  of  fallen  man, 
muft  as  invetcrately  oppofe  the  do6lrincs  of  grace 
now,  as  they  did  of  old  ;  and  whenever  power  is 
in  the  bands  of  opprcflxJrs,  and  the  fpirit  of  the 

times 
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times  admits  tbeir  openly  exprefling  the  enmity  of 
tbeir  hearts,  the  fanie  victims  to  prelatical  tyranny 
vill  be  found  as  Godefcbalcus. 


The  truths  which  Grpdeichalcus  maintained, 
have  iince  found  mod  able  defenders  in  the  famed' 
Maguin,  and  a  hoft  of  others,  who  hare  repelled 
the  falfe  conclufions  their  adveriaries  pretended  to 
draw  from  his  premifes  ;  and  have  findicated  the 
God  of  all  grace  from  the  charges  which  the  ig- 
norant have  prefumekt  to  caft  upon  him,  as  infer* 
ences  which  they  fuppofe  deducible  from  the  pre- 
deftinarian  principles.  The  one  book  of  Edwards, 
on  the  Freedom  of  the  Human  Will,  challenges 
all  the  ibphiflry  of  unhutnbled  reaibn  to  aiifwer  ita 
tfguments. 

MoQieim  calls  this  an  intricafte  and  incompre- 
henfible  fubjcdl,  where  to  be  lilent  is  the  trued 
wifdom ;  and  fo  would  evade  the  entering  on  the 
vooft  Interefting  truths  of  God's  revealed  word. 
To  the  finner,  confcious  of  his  guilt,  mifery  and 
belpleifnefs,  the  riches  of  the  grace  which  is  in 
Jcfus  Chrift,  will  be  neither  a  fubje<5l  intricate  nor 
incomprehennble  ;  and  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift 
which  pafleth  knowledge  in  all  its  happy  and  iav-* 
ing  efibdts,  will  be  found  the  point  of  higheft 
wifdom ;  but  it  is  what  the  wifdom  of  man  never 
;  taught. 
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taught,  nor  all  his  proud  realbnings  ever  led 
^  The  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  which 
^  be  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  neither  can  he  know 
^  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  diicemed.'*^ 
Happily  the  Lord  in  every  age^  though  they  were 
but  few  comparatively,  taught  fome  the  grace  of 
God,  which  bringeth  falvation  ;  and  to  this  day  a 
generation,  according  to  the  ele^ion  of  grace,  can 
lay,  '^  wherein  we  ftand,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of 
*^  the  glory  of  God.*'  We  are  not  indeed  bound 
to  vindicate  Godefchalcus,  or  any  man,  in  every 
pofition  they  may  have  laid  down,  or  in  every  oon- 
cluiion  they  have  drawn,  or  rather,  which  their 
adverlaries  have  drawn  for  them :  it  is  fufficient,. 
that  "  the  foundation  of  God  ftandeth  fure ;  the 
"  Lord  knoweth  thofc  that  are  his :"  whilfl  each 
individual  who  holds  the  grace  of  God  in  truth, 
feels  his  obligation  to  make  his  own  calling  and 
eledion  fure* 

As  the  do6lrine  of  the  Trinity  hath  a  near  con- 
nection with  that  of  predeflination  and  grace,  the 
fame  Hincmar  as  bitterly  condemned  his  adveriary 
for  the  ufe  of  that  addrefs, — **  O  God,  triune,  yet 
**  one,  we  pray,"  &c.  This  he  termed  Tritheifm^ 
and  condemned  as  impious  hereiy.  The  poor 
monk  from  his  prifon  defended  the  addrefs  ;  which 
the  Benedidines  alfo,  in  oppolition  to  Hincmar, 

maintained ; 
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siaintained  j  and  in  defiance  of  bis  iin^^heaKLS.  the 
feroi  was  continued  lathe  churches^  and  the  trutli 
fb  &r  prevailedir-, 

«  «... 

The  ridiculous,  .controverfy  alpout  tlae  birth  of 
Cbrift^  and  the  fanner  in  which  his  virgin  Mo« 
ther  bore  him^  was  fuited  to  the  ig^oraiice^  fi^Hy^ 
and  fuperftition  of  the  times.  The  worChip  of  this 
woman  had  proceeded  already  to  a  wondrous 
height,  and  (he  was  beginning  to  be  enthroned 
Regina  Cceli^  Queen  of  Heaven,  throughout  the 
Chriftian  world.  As  (he  was  fuppofed  to  have  (bme 
peculiar  intercft  in,  and  authority  over  the  fon  of 
her  womb,  fhe  therefore  came  in  for  a  large  (hare 
of  monkifh  devotion  and  popular  adoration. 

As.  858.  The  bitter  quarrels  and  anathemas 
mutually  hurled  from  Conftantinople  againft  Rome, 
and  from  Rome  againft  Conftantinople,  had  for 
iheir  pretence,  the  depofition,  whether  juft  or  in- 
juft,  of  the  patriarch  Ignatius,  whom  the  Roman 
Pontiff  efpoufed.  The  real  caufc  was  the  rivalry, 
ambition,  and  luft  of  power  in  the  fees :  Rome 
being  glad  to  feize  every  occalion  to  extend  her 
jurifdi6lion,  to  gratify  her  covetoufnefs,  and  efta- 
blilh  her  pre-eminence;  but  fearful  and  fatal  as 
thefe  long  and  wretched  contefts  were  to  the  real 
interefts  of  religion,  the  particulars  would  be  now 

Xoh.  II.  K  as 
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as  little  entqrtiining  as  profitable.  The  breach  of 
the  eharches  widened :  the  cnrfes  of  the  Weft  rcft- 
ed  on  the  Eaft^  and  the  curfes  of  tise  Eaft  refted 
on  the  Weft  ; '  and  if  this  had  been  all  the  harm 
done^  it  would  have  l>een  like  the  ridiculous  bat- 
tles of  children*s  pop-gnns  ;  t)ut,  A^  nugie  adferia 
ducunt,  the  eonfequences  of  thefe  contentions 
weakened  both  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  the  pec^le  were 
the  vidlims  of  the  wickednefs  and  wrath  of  their 
rulers,  and  the  enemies  of  the  Church  triumphed 
in  her  divifions  and  contentions. 


•> 
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CHAP.   III. 

ON  THE  OOVERXMEXT,  RITES,    CEREMO^IEd,   AKD 
HERESIES   OF   THfi    CHURCH. 

THE  government  of  the  Church  was  now  ap- 
proaching to  defpotic,  cfpecially  in  the  weft- 
cm  world.  The  Church  of  Rome  attempted  to 
conceittrate  the  whole  ecclefiaftical  power  in  her- 
fdf ;  to  which  the  weaknefs  and  divifions  of  the 
empire,  the  crafl  and  intrigues  of  a  fucceilion  of 
wicked  pontiffs,  arid  the  zeal  of  the  whole  monkifh 
order  greatly  contributed. 

The  more  rites  and  ceremonies,  the  more  mul- 
tiplied muft  be  the  minifters  of  the  fandluary,  and 
the  more  numerous  the  facerdotal  hoft,  who  looked 
to  Rome  as  the  centre  of  expectation,  maintained 
her  power,  and  were  countenanced  in  all  their  fu- 
perditions.  The  grcateft  writers  were  now  wifely 
and  pioufly  employed  in  explaining  the  profound 
myfteries  contained  in  all  the  farrago  of  forms  and 
ceremonies,  which  had  overwhelmed  the  devotion 
of  the  Chriftian  world.  We  blufh  at  the  recital  of 
the  follies  pradlifed,  as  at  the  ridiculous  reafons 
given  for  them ;  but  to  the  credulous  multitude 
Ih^'  acquired  a  higher  veneration,  under  the  fane- 

K  2  tion 
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tion  and  explanations  of  Scotus^  Rem jgius,  Am^:* 
larius,  and  others,  vvhofe  eminence  in  wifdom  aiid 
literature  (lamped  the  highcft  authority  on  tbefe 
fooleries. 

As  new  faints  multiplied,  invention  was  racked 
to  find  new  offices  and  rites  appropriate  to  each. 
And  as  every  one  vi6d  in  zeal  for  their  peculiar 
patrons,  altars,  images,  veftments,  proccffions,  and 
maflcs  accumulated.  The  account  is  the  moft 
degrading  hiftory  of  human  imbecillity. 

And  what  added  to  the  infelicity  t)fthefc  inven- 
tions, new  ceremonies  were  enabled,  and  intro- 
duced into  civil  life,  and  made  the  criteria  of  vir- 
tue and  innocence.  Thus  the  different  ordeals 
by  fire,  water,  and  the  crofs,  now  came  into  prac- 
tice ;  and  that  dreadful  and  moil  anti-chriftian  ap- 
peal to  God  by  (ingle  combat :  the  probable  ori- 
gin of  the  modern  duel  ;  and  horrible  to  tell,  the 
Pope  and  clergy  fan^lified  all  thcfe  abufes,  by  the 
introdu6lion  of  the  moft  facred  folcmnities  on  the 
occafion,  even  to  the  celebration  of  the  holy  facra- 
ment,  to  add  the  greater  dignity  to  thcfe  delufions. 
Their  own  gain,  intcrefl,  and  advantage  were  fare 
not  to  be  forgotten  on  thcfe  occa(ions. 

Herefy  continued  to  (liarpen  the  edge  of  con- 
trovcrfy.     The  former  ones  ftill  fubfifled,  though 

contcfts 
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contefts  of  other  kinds  rather  diverted  th6  atten- 
tion from  them.  The  Neflorians  foftered  under 
the  Saracenic  wing,  multiplied  in  Egypt,  Perfia, 
and  wherever  the  Mahomcdan  power  prevailed  ;  lb 
that  their  churches  in  thcfp  countries  were  by  far 
the  moft  numerous.  But  another  fcdt,  the  Pauli^ 
cianSj  whofc  tenets  have  been  before  defcHbcd,  after 
alternate  perfccution  and  toleration,  maintained 
their  ground,  and  awakened  the  jealouly  and  en- 
tfiity  of  the  Grecian  prelates  and  their  Emperor : 
which  broke  out  in  the  moft  bloody  and  lavage 
pcrfecutions,  to  reduce  them  to  conformity  with 
the  eftablifhed  Church.  Driven  to  defpair  by  their 
oppreflbrs,  and  provoked  by  their  cruelly  to  fclf- 
defence^  fure  pf  death  if  they  rcfufed  to  abandon 
their  principles,  and  having  nothing  more  to  fear 
in  the  maintainancc  of  them,  they  refolved  to  find 
lafety  in  rebellion  ;  and  after  many  a  furious  con- 
flict with  their  enemies,  in  which  they  often  re- 
taliated upon  their  perfccutors  the  cruelties  which 
they  had  inflidled,  they  retired  into  the  dominions 
of  the  Saracens,  and  found  prote(?lion  under  the 
crefcent,  from  the  fury  of  thofe  who  pretended  to 
fight  under  the  crofs. 

An.  8-15.  An  interval  of  peace  invited  them  back 
to  their  former  habitations  in  Armenia,  when  that 
-wicked  and  furious  Theodora,  who  governed  dur- 
ing the  minority  of  her  fon,  fpU  upon  them  with 

K  3  implacable 
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implacable  fury^  and  compelled  them,  after  the 
oonfifcation  of  a  hundred  thoufand  families,  and 
the  mod  barbarous  murders  and  torments  infli^ed 
on  the  captives,  to  feek  refuge  again  under  the 
Mahomedan  government,  Thofe  who  efcaped^were 
received  by  the  Saracens  with  great  cordiality,  and 
fettled  in  the  frontier  city  of  Tibrica,  from  whence 
they  ifiued  forth  on  the  adjacent  Grecian  prOvinceii 
and  wading  them  with  fire  and  (Word,  avenged  as 
men,  not  as  Chriilians,  the  inhuman  murders  of 
their  brethren. 

To  draw  the  line  of  comparifon  between  the 
contenders,  refpe^ting  their  principles  or  pra£lice, 
is  difikult,  as  wc  have  all  our  materials  from  one 
party,  and  that  of  the  perfecutors ;  yet  two  things 
are  evident,  that  they  would  have  been  faithful 
fubjedls,  and  ftrengthened  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment, had  they  been  permitted  to  live  in  peace : 
and  I  cannot  call  that  rebellion,  where  men  driven 
to  the  laft  extremities  have  no  alternative  but  death, 
or  profeffion  of  what  they  regard  as  falfe  religion- 
Whatever  condemnable  excefles  follow,  at  the  door 
of  the  oppreflbrs  and  perfecutors  will  the  guilt  and 
blood  be  laid. 

As  to  the  points  of  herefy  laid  to  their  charge, 
if  we  poflefled  their  own  vindication,  we  fhould 
hear  probably  a  different  account  from  the  grofs 

errors 
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errors  imputed  to  them.  Of  this  we  are  fure  even 
from  the  acknowledgments  of  their  enemies^  that 
(with  exception  to  the  Epiftles  of  St.  Peter^  which 
it  is  laid  they  reje<3ed ;  for  what  rcafons,  or  whether 
true,  we  are  in  the  dark^)  they  zealoufly  inculcated 
the  authority  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  New  Tcfta- 
ment^  and  fharply  condemned  the  Grecian  priefts, 
for  retaining  them  from  the  people.  They  re- 
nounced alfo  all  proud  diftindlions^  and  reduced 
their  pa(tors  to  a  more  primitive  equality ;  of  all 
crimes  the  greatcft  in  the  eyes  of  prelatical  arro- 
gance :  and  inftcad  of  worfhipping  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  the  wood  of  the  crofs,  they  treated 
with  contempt  thcfe  falfe  mediums  of  idolatry,  and 
only  adored  the  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom- 
he  had  fcnt.  Probably  in  many  points  they  may 
have  been  erroneous ;  but  no  true  Proteftant,  or 
true  Chriflian,  can  hefitate  a  moment  in  the 
deciiion,  with  whom  the  mod  dangerous  errors 
and  hcrefies  were  found,  and  whether  Greeks  or 
Paulicians  held  the  moft  effcntial  truths  of  the 
faith  of  Chrift. 


K  4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IV. 


ON    THE    TRUE    CHURCH. 


AFFLICTED  with  thefc  miferable  fcenes,  I 
look'  around  for  the  true  Church  of  the  re- 
deemed, whqfo  names  are  written  in  heaven.  And  I 
feel  no  relu<5lance  to  go  into  the  prifon  of  Godef- 
chalcuS)  and  to  the  few  that  efpoufed  his  caufe,  and 
the  truths  for  which  he  fufFered,  for  my  brethren 
in  tribulation^  and  in  the  kingdom  and  ^tience  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  I  (hould  vifit  alfo  the  valleys  of 
Piedmont  and  Pais  -de  Vaud,  and  the  adjacent  re- 
gions of  the  gallic  dominion  ;  and  hope  to  find  in 
the  fequeftered  village  the  faithful  pallor,  and  the 
humljle  flock,  contaminated  perhaps  with  fome  of 
the  prevailing  fuperftitions,  but  maintaining  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  and  poflefling  the  life  of 
God  in  their  fouls.  One  character  of  diftinguifhed 
eminence,  whofc  diocefe  extended  over  Piedmont, 
Claudius,  biihop  of  Turin,  made  a  refolute  Aand 
againft  many  of  the  abominations  of  the  Roman 
pontiffs,  ttis  writings  contain  more  evangelical 
truth  than  perhaps  any  other  of  that  day  ;  and  the 
vileft  abufe  and  oppofition  which  he  received  from 
Rome  and  her  partifans,  fpeak  the  fidelity  with 

which 
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which  he  fupported  the  dodlrines  which  he  be- 
lieved. To  him  fome  fuppofe  the  Waldenfes  are 
chiefly  indebted  for  the  purity  of  the  Gofpel,  of 
which  they  afterwards  became  fuch  faithful  wit>^ 
nelles  ;  and  if^  as  is  ailcrted,  their  origin  was  more 
ancient,  they  could  not  but  flourifli  and  be  en* 
couraged  under  his  udminiftration.    An.  820, 

• 

The  churches  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  planted 
by  Cyril,  fubfiftcd,  renouncing  the  jurifdidlion  of 
Rome,  and  worfhipping  God,  if  not  without  fu- 
perftitious  rites,  yet  more  in  fpirit  and  in  truth 
than  others.  Indeed,  thofe  mod  removed  from  the 
icenes  of  pride,  contention,  wealth,  and  ambition, 
would  probably  be  moft  preferved  from  evil,  by 
their  !)Overty  and  feclufion  from  the  world, 

I  (hould  expedl  to  find  in  Britain  a  race  to  ferve 
him,  and  the  Cambrian  mountains  not  deftitute 
of  the  traces  of  primitive  religion.  Thither  many 
Ghriftians  had  retired  from  the  ravages  of  the 
Danes.  And  I  (hould  hope  when  the  great  Alfred 
recovered  the  kingdom,  reftored  order,  and  eredled 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  to  revive  religious  know- 
ledge and  literature,  fallen  into  the  deepeft  decay, 
fomc  fparks  of  truth  ftill  furvived  amidft  the  reiga 
of  ignorance  and  fupcrftition.     An.  872. 


The 
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The  famous  Aofgar  inaiiifeftcd  in  bis  miiTionary 
Mai  the  flame  that  burned  in  his  awn  bofom^  and 
tbofe  of  bis  Anelo-Saxon  aflbciates.  And  there  is 
every  realbn  to  conclude,  that  among  bis  numerous 
converts  fome  real  Chriilians  would  be  found. 

Ai^.  827.  Angilbertus,  Bifhop  of  Milan,  iloutly 
refilled  the  papal  claims.  Whether  be  approved  of 
the  things  truly  excellent  is  more  dubious. 

The  Neilorians  appear  not  to  have  declined  in 
seal ;  and  under  a  liberal  toleration,  without  royal 
revenues,  to  have  maintained  a  greater  portion  of 
the  gofpd  purity  than  their  fellow  Chriftians,  who 
eKCommunicated  them. 

Nor  can  I  doubt,  but  among  the  perfecutcd 
Paulicians,  and  their  pallors,  men  of  real  Chriftian 
fimplicity  would  be  found.  The  perfecuted  and 
the  fufFering  profcflbrs  of  Chriftianity,  to  every  man 
who  knows  its  real  nature,  have  many  prefuroptive 

evidences  in  their  favour. 

« 

But  in  the  Eaft  and  in  the  Weft  the  fcripturea 
were  flill  open  to  theinfpeAion  of  all.  Andamidft 
the  fcandalous  contentions  that  made  the  men  of 
that  day  diftinguiflied,  piety  and  purity  were  not 
utterly  loft  in  the  worid  :  fome  real  Chriftians  were 

found 
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found  in  the  retirement  of  private  life,  or  inferior 
Nations  in  the  Church  ;  nor  will  I  utterly  exclude 
a  foiitary  here  and  there,  even  in  xnonaftic  feclu- 
iion^  who  loved  and  ferved  a  pardoning  God,  per« 
baps  with  much  darknefs  of  view,  or  conformity 
to  eftablifhed  fuperftitions,  but  yet  with  fincerity 
and  truth.  The  triumphant* dt^nand  of  an  outward 
viiible  Church  will  be  defpifed  by  every  man  who 
is  acquainted  in  his  own  foul  with  the  nature  of 
true  Chriilianity, 


CENTURY 
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CENTURY  X. 


CHAP.  I. 


f . 


ON  THE  STATE  OP  THE  OUTWARD  CHURCH. 

THE  Ottoman  power  prevailing  over  the  Sara- 
cenic in  the  Eaft,  the  conquerors  adopted  the 
religion  gf  the  vanquifhed,  and  continued  their  de- 
solations over  the  remnant  of  Chriftianity  which 
fubfifted  in  their  dominions.  Opprcffion  and  per- 
fMaiion^  the  alternative  of  lofs  of  all  things^  or 
a  prosperous  civil  eftablifhment  prevailed ;  and 
their  converts  were  multiplied  equal  to  their  con- 
quefts. 

An.  842 — 912.  For  a  while  the  barbarous  Nor- 
mans continued  their  devaftations,  but  becoming 
fixed  in  France,  and  more  huinanifed,  they  at  laft 
received  the  Chriftianity  then  taught,  and  a  gallic 
Queen  engaged  the  famous  Rollo  to  fubmit  to 
baptifm,  and  his  warriors  followed  his  example, 

An.  965.    A  like  event  produced  a  fimilar  efFeft 
in  Poland,  where  a  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Bohe- 
mia 
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mia  perfuaded  her  uxorious  hufband  to  adopt  her 
religion  as  his  own ;  and  to  recommend  it  to  hia 
fubjedls.    A  hoft  of  monkifh  miflionaries  ruflied  * 
into  the  battle  under  the  royal  patronage^  but  as 
they  were  ignorant  of  the  language,  and  not  very 
deeply  furnifhed  with  the  weapons  of  convidlioo^ 
the  impatient  Queen  engaged  her  fpoufe  to  take  a 
ihorter  way,  and  compel  his  reludtant  fubjetSs  to 
bow  their  necks  to  the  cpifcopal  yoke,  and  receive 
baptifm  from  the  bifhops  and  archbifhops,  and  the 
hoft  of  clergy,  which  ifliicd  from  the  court  into 
the  provinces.     The  nature  of  fuch  convcrfions  we 
deplore,  whilft  we  record  them. 

An.  987.  As  if  this  was  to  be  the  age  of  female 
miflionaries,  a  third  grand  converfion  of  a  more 
famed  empire  followed  the  marriage  of  the  fitter 
of  the  Grecian  Emperor  with  the  Ruffian  Duke 
Wlodomir.  The  Chriftianity  which  had  been 
preached  in  the  former  century,  had  produced  in 
Ruflia  very  little  eftcdls  of  a  permanent  nature. 
The  Duke  and  his  fubjecSls  were  ftill  pagan.  Ann 
perfuaded  her  hulband  Wlodomir,  who  took  the 
bj^Jtifmal  name  of  Bafilius,  to  embrace  Chrifiianity. 
His  fubje<5ls  followed  the  example  of  their  fove- 
neign,  and  becume  generally,  in  their  own  account 
atleaft,  true  bWievers.  The  Duke  and  Duchefs, 
who  He  at  Kiovia,  ftaod  high  in  the  order  of  cano- 

nifed 
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itiikd  Rufiians ;  and  receive  the  wdHhip  due  to 
fuch  eminent  faints  to  this  day.  Though  it  muft 
ht  acknowledged  the  brutal  character  of  Bafiliua 
fifvoured  nothing  of  beatificaticHi. 

Hungary^  which  had  before  received  fome  glim- 
tttering^  of  Chriftianity  became  more  enlightened. 
To  this  nothing  contributed  fo  powerfully  as  the 
marriage  of  Sarolta  with  Geyia^  the  Hungarian  mo- 
MTcb.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Gylas,  a  barbarian 
ehieflain,  who  having  been  baptifed  at  Conflanti* 
tiople  had  eftablifhed  the  profeilion  of  Chriilianity 
On  the  banks  of  the  Danube.  In  their  ibn*8  reign, 
the  work  became  general ;  churches  and  bifhoprics 
Were  every  where  eredled,  and  converiion  to  nomi-* 
tial  Chriftianity  at  leaft  was  univerfal  through  the 
kingdom.    An.  950  to  lOOO. 

An.  948.  Harold  of  Denmark,  conquered  rather 
by  the  fword  of  Otho  than  the  arguments  of  Pop- 
pon,  and  his  lying  miracles,  confented  with  his 
fubjedls  to  become  Chriftians,  that  they  might 
poflefs  their  independence  as  a  nation.  *  His  fon 
Sueno  apoftatized ;  lyit  adverfity  brought  him  back 
to  the  Chriftian  profeffion,  and  Providence  reftor-* 
ing  him  to  his  kingdom,  he  became  a  zealous  ad- 
vocate for  Chriftianity. 

Norway, 
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Norway,  after  long  refiftance  to  her  monarchs,  in 
rejecting  the  Chriftian  profeflion^  at  laft  fubmittod 
*to  the  ftrong  arm  of  Olaus ;  who  finding  all  otimr 
methods  inefFe<Stual,  vidted  his  provinces  with  m 
army  capable  of  commanding  obedience,  and  with 
apoflles  to  baptife  the  multitude,  who  were  drivea 
to  the  font,  and  received  the  iign  of  the  Croft, 
The  Engliih  miflionaries  were  the  a(9tive  inilni* 
ments,  and  their  zeal  carried  them  to  the  Oricoejr 
iilands,  to  Iceland,  and  even  Groenland^  wheie 
they  planted  the  (landard  of  the  Crofs. 

An.  936 — 948.  No  man  diftinguiihed  himlelf 
in  zeal  for  Chriftianity  beyond  Otho,  iimamed  tbd 
Greaty  Emperor  of  Germany.  To  fecure  the  obedi* 
cncc  of  the  Germans  to  the  faith,  who  were  yet 
half  pagan,  he  eftablilhed  a  variety  of  biflioprics, 
which  he  richly  endowed.  He  fupported  with  all 
bis  influence  the  prelates,  whom  he  placed  in  thefe 
different  fees;  and  eroding  fchools  in  various  parts 
of  his  dominions,  he  beheld  a  general  fubmiffion  to 
his  will^  and  the  profeflion  of  the  Chridian  religion 
throughout  his  dominions.  His  bounty  fell  in 
ihowers  on  churches  and  monafteries,  in  which  the 
Emprefs  abundantly  feconded  his  liberalities.  And 
if  the  clergy  did  not  do  their  duty,  it  was  not  for 
want  of  being  well  paid  for  it.  Some  have  juftly 
doubted^  whether  this  fuperftitious  profufion  did 
not  more  harm  than  good  ;  but  when  a  monarch 

b^4 
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bad  been  taught  that  thefe  things  were  the  moft 
efiedfaial  means  for  tie  redemption  of  his  foul^  we 
ihall  the  lefs  wonder  at  bis  munificence^  though 
we  may  pity  his  ignorance  and  fuperftition. 

An,  999.  And  now  firft  the  tocfin  of  holy  war 
was  founded  by  Sylveilcr  again  (I  the  Saracens^ 
wbich^  however  inefFcAual  to  waken  up  the  dor- 
mant 2eal^  and  kindle  the  enthuiiafm  of  that  gene- 
ration, prepared  the  way  for  the  crufaders  in  the 
next. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  n. 

OK  THE  INTERNAL  STATE  OP  THfi  CHURCH. 

■ 

An,  ripHE  progreft  of  learrting  in  the  Eaft  had 
9^  ^*  JL  riot  utterly  ceafed^  and  one  of  the  Em- 
perors, Conftantine  Porphyrbgencta, .  gave  a  noble 
exampfe  to  his  fubje6ls,  if  they  could  have  been  re- 
tovefed  to  the  Ipve  of  fciente  and  literature  :  but 
the  tinie  was  paft.  A  dlflolute  clergy,  wallowing  in 
Wealth,  defpifbd  the  tdils  of  laborious  inveftigation, 
and  rather  chofcj  enthroned  in  ignorance,  to  main- 
tain  dominion  over  the  enllav'ed  confciences  of 
men.  Even  imperial  patronage  produced  no  ma- 
terial alteration,  and  thfe  vdry  helps  which  he 
afforded  by  caufing  extra6ls  to  be  made  from  the 
mod  valuable  authors,  brought  the  originals  them- 
felves  into  negledl. 

Happily  the  Saracerts  continued  to  advance 
rapidly  irt  the  cultivation  of  all  tjie  fciences,  to 
which,  under  the  celebrated  Caliph  of  Babylon  and 
Egypt,  Abdullah,  in  thfe  laft  century,  they  bad  ad- 
dicted themfelves.  In  the  Eaft,  the  famous  fchools 
of  Bagdad  arid  Baflbra  flourifhcd,  and  knowledge 
wa6  propagated  by  them  through  Africa  into  Spain, 
where  the  mathematics,  philofophy,  pbyfic,  and  the 
Vol.  II.  L  mufcs 


mufes  flouriflied,  as  no  where  elfe  in  Europe  j 
thither  all  the  Chriftians  rclbrtcd,  who  fought  im- 
provement, and  wifticd  "to .  emancipate  thcmfelves 
from  the  ignorance  which  prevailed. 

Though  all  knowledge  was  not  quite  extinA  in 
the  Weft,-  the  number  of 'thofe  who'hafftlfe  leaft 
pretcnfions  to- Itanfii^gj  ><vas  aftoniftiiDgly  fmalU 
andthcfe  had  chiefly  derivi^d  it  frcim5  the  Baracenic 
fchools  !  for  the  fcience  cultivated -in  the.' Gbriftian 
Seminaries  under  tnorikifhtuttion,  was  trivial  and 
puerile  in  the  hrgheft'trieafure,  and  iftrvtd  5Cflftly  to 
foftcr  the  prevailing  (bperftitions.  'Gerbett, -a  na- 
tive hf  France,  at  thfe*clofe  of  the'centnry,  being 
eledled  Pope  under  the  name  of  Syivefter  il.  en* 
deavoured  to  roufe  the  expiring  fpark  hito^a  flame. 
He  had  been  a  pupil  at  Cordoua,  and  inflru6t'ed  ia 
the  various  branches  of  fcienCe,  and  owed  to  his 
Arabian  tutors  a  eonfidcrable  knowledge  of  the 
mathematics,  for  thofe  days.  He  publifhed  a  little 
elementary  treatife,  to  make  plain  the  firft  lines  of 
geometry.  But  in  th^t  fuperftitious  age,  the  very 
diagrams  he  drew,  expofed  him  to  the  charge  of 
being  a  magician,  and  though  a  Pope,  he  was  ac- 
cufed  of  dealing  with  the  devil. 

The  profligacy  and  ignorance  of  the  clergy  muft 
in  any  other  ftate  of  things  have  rendered  theni 
dcfpicabJe  and  detefted^  hut  in  that  day  the  vene- 
ration 
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^  iration  for  their  facred  charadler  Was  fo  eftablifliedj 
and  the  people  fuch  dupes  to  their  pious  frauds  and 
preteniions,  that  the  groHeft  abominations  ill  the 
higheft  order  of  prelates  pafled  off  without  revolt- 
ing; .  It  is  (aid  of  Theophyladt,  the  Grecian  patri* 
arch^  Xbit  his  ftud  of  two  thoufand  horfes  was  fed 
with  grapes  and  piftacho  nUts,  ileepcd  in  the  moil 
exqliifite  wines ;  and  that  news  being  brought  him 
0f  a  £ilrourite  niare  haying  foaled,  as  he  was  cele- 
brating  high  mafs  on  Hdly  Thurfdayj  he  left  the 
ceremony  unfintfhed  to  run  to  the  (lable,  and  carefs 
his  darling  and  her  progeny,  and  then  returned  to 
finifh  the  •fcrvice.  To  fupport  thcfe  *  unclefical 
iports  of  dogs  and  horfes/and  all  their  expend  ve  ap- 
paratus, he  fold  all  ecclcfiaftical  benefices  in  his 
difpofal ;  a  traffic  too  common  in  thofe  days. 

His  brethren  at  Rome  during  this  century  kept 
him  well  in  countenance ;  where  a  fucceflibn  of 
the  moil  wretched,  profligate,  avaricious,  and 
abandoned  of  mankind  filled  the  holy  fee ;  whofe 
hiftories  are  a  difgrace,  not  only  to  the  Chriftian 
namCj  but  to  human  nature.  I  only  mention  John 
tit  tenthy  Archbifhop  of  Ravenna,  raifed 
AN.  914.  to  the  fee  by  Theodora,  his  mother-in- 
law,  with  whom  he  continued  an  in- 
ceftuous  intercourfe :  murdered  by  Marozia^  who 
ffaortly  after  filled  the  papal  chair  with  her  own 

L  2  baftard, 
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baflard,  John  XI.  the  friiit  of  adultery 
AX.  931.  with  Scrgius  the  third.     Degraded  for 

his  crimes,  and  renewing  his'  contefts 
with  the  Emperor,  he  died  miferably.  The  elec- 
tion of  his  fucceflbr^  Otho  dlfapproved,  dethroned 

him,  and  carried  him  away  captive,  where 
AN.  963.  he  expired  in  exile.    It  would  be  tedious 

to  follow  the  fucceffion  of  fuch  men,  as 
well  as  ufelefs ;  what  the  ilate  of  religion  mufl  be 
in  the  world,  under  their  government,  may  be 
more  eaiily  fuppoied  than  delcribed. 

'  Yet  the  grandeur  and  exaltation  of  the  fee  was 
never  forgotten,  atid  every  Pope  failed  not  to  feize 
the  favourable  moment  to  attach  all  power  to  the 
Church,  and  to  extend  their  pretenfions  over  Kings 
and  Emperors,  as  well  as  their  own  clergy.  Their 
paralites  and  partifans  maintained  their,  right  of 
dominion  liniverfally,  and  that  all  epifcopal  autho- 
rity, though  divine  in  its  original,  could  only  be 
conveyed  through  St.  Peter  and  his  fucceflbrs  in 
the  papal  chair. 

To  compenfate  fdr  what  they  loft  by  thefe  exor- 
bitant claims^  the  greater  ecclelialiics  endeavoured 
to  enlarge  the  bounds  of  their  authority  ;  to  eman- 
ci})ate  thcmfelves  and  their  clergy  from  all  fectilar 
jurifdidlionj  and  to  claim  the  civil  as  well  as  eccle- 

fiaftical 
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fiaftical  authority,  in  the  cities  where  they  dwelt, 
and  the  diocefes  over  which  they  prcfided.  In 
many  of  which,  the  Kings  and  Emperors  connived 
at  thdr  encroachments,  reverencing  their  charadier, 
and  perhaps  politically  prefuming  upon  their  in-* 
iiuence  with  the  people,  to  efiablifh  their  own  more 
peaceable  dominion,  preferring  temporary  prelates 
to  hereditary  ambitious  nobles. 

Men  living  in  luxury  of  every  kind,  and  pro- 
feffing  celibacy,  could  not  but  fink  into  the  depth 
of  impurity :  and  they  who  might  not  have  wives, 
maintained  a  more  expenfive  haram  of  miftrefles  : 
for  thefe  the  treafures  of  the  Church  were  fquan- 
dered,  and  no  difficulty  made  of  purchafing  lucra- 
tive ecclefiailical  offices,  or  felling  thofe  at  their 
difpofal,  to  fupply  the  cravings  of  lewdncfs  and 
extravagance. 

Deplorable  indeed  are  the  records  of  the  times  ; 
and  the  ecclefiaftics,  the  examples  of  every  abomi- 
nation. Odo,  a  monk  of  Clugni,  and  afterwards 
abbot,  endeavoured  to  reftore  the  monaftic  dif- 
cipline ;  and  raifed  his  own  reputation  for  fandlity 
to  the  higheft  pitch  of  eminence  :  but  if  his  refor- 
mation bore  any  fimilitude  to  his  works,  which  re- 
main, fluffed  with  the  moft  puerile  obfcrvanccs  and 
debafing  fuperflitions,  we  fliall  not  augur  highly 
of  the  reformer  or  the  reformed. 

L  3  With 
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.WilhTC^rdto.all  icriptatal  criticifm  or  altempfc 
to  diSufe  the  knowledge  of  the  Divine  oracles,  fuch 
works  of  that.age  as  I  have  ever  heard  n^entioned, 
were  I  believe  never  once  confulted  by  any  man  of 
the  prefent  day,  or  any  fubjeift  of  facred  literature. 

The  confliAs  of  St.  Dunftan  witb  thfe 
AN.  960.  devil ;  and  Simeon  the  patriarch's  Kvea 

of  the  faints,  afford  a,  mortifying  fpecin 
men  of  the  fpirit  of  the  times.  The  great  and  pre- 
pious  prpnriifes  of  the  word  of  God  were  all  funk 
into  oblivion  ;  and  even  divine  worOiip  turned  fix>m 
the  true  Jehovah  to  numberlefs  new  ihediatbts 
^nd  faints,  many  of  them  the  creative  {produce  of 
monkifk  imagination.  ..No  map  thought  of  ad^ 
dreffing  God  without  having  fecured  a  patrpiii 
faint ;  lighted  up  fome  candles  before  a  fevourite 
image,  or  bought  the  Virgin  Mary  over  to  fupport 
him  by  fome  prefent  or  oblation. 

But  though  the  clergy  had  little  theological  fci- 
ence,  they  were  well  trained  iq  all  the  tricks  of 
prieflcraft ;  and  knew  how  to  make  the  fire  of  pur- 
gatory a  crucible  of  gold,  to  melt  down  the  riches 
of  the  lai|y.  From  the  torments  of  this  fearful 
purification,  enforced  by  all  the  mofl:  terrific  ora- 
tory, men  were  glad  to- redeem  themfelvcs^  or 
abridge  their  fufFerings  for  a  thoufand  years,  or  fo^^ 
at  as  good  a  rate,  as  they  could  purchafe  the  ne- 

ceflary 
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odiaiy  maflcs,  or  procure  the  fupcrabundant  me-, 
fit  of  fome  eminent  faint. 

Nor  was  it  a  fmall  addition,  to  this  facerdotal 
engine  of  wealth  and  influence^  as  this  century 
adVaneed;  toi  apply  the  book  of  Revelations,  as 
fbcetelling  the  appro^h  of  Anti-chrifl  and  of  tlie* 
general  jadgnient  fdady  to  commence  at  the  ex-, 
pmitibh  of  the*  firft  th^ofthnd  yeats.  As  all  fub- 
hfti^ry^  ft&fTeffiotts  coukl  then  be  of  little  avail,  the 
afergy  failed  tfotto  improve  the  moment  of  expect 
tttib'n>-'ftnd  Tiiultitudeir,(to  facure.  fome  merit  agai^il 
fteit^wful  timei^'beqaeathcxl  all  their. «:fiates  and 
ffeidth  to  thb  Chiirbh  and  her  minifters,i  exprcfsly 
affigning  the  reafon,  "  appropinquantc  mundi  ter- 
^*  mino,"  the  end  of  all  ihings  beiri^  at  httn^L  And 
ib  far  had  this  delulion  fpread,  that  the  nobleft 
edifices  were  fuffcred  to  run  to  decay  and  tumble 
down,  becaufe  repairs  would  fo  foon  be  ufelefs. 
Many  conveyed  their  lands  and  property,  and  with 
them  fubjugatcd  their  perfons  to  the  ininiflcrs  of 
religion  and  the  monafterici,  hoj)ing  greater  favour 
from  Chrift  on  account  of  this  relation  to  him  : 
whilft  others  marched  off  for  Palcfiinc,  leaving  all 
behind  them  for  holy  ufcs,  expecling  Chrifl's  dc- 
(cent  there,  and  a  more  favourable  reception  from 
him,  as  the  reward  of  their  laborious  pilgrim:!ge 
to  Jerufalem.  If  the  evidences  did  not  remain  of 
:  \  •^    •  L  4  fuch 
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fuoh  egregious  folly,  they  would  hardly  be  cre- 
dited. 


The  faints  continued  to  replenifh  the  earth  with 
objedls  of  devotion.  A  very  fmall  meafiire  of  ex- 
traordinary aufterity  and  Aiidln^fs,  procured  for 
the  living  the  title,  and  at  their  death  the  wor(hipx 
but  the  long  departed  faints  aiSbrded  a  mpre;  abun- 
dant harveil.  Not  that  ft  fecmed  a  itatter  (pf  in^- 
portance,  whether  they  bad  ever  liyed  or  not,  pro^ 
vided  a  revered  name  cQviId  be  affixed  to  a  bone,  or 
a  putrid  corpfe,  an  extraordinary  ta}e  inyontedj^ 
and  a  number  of  legendary  miracles  affirmed;  thq 
relic  was  adored.  Such  was  the  dreadful  i^ipe^  of 
Chriftendom.  • 


GHAR 
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CHAP.  ni. 

f 

OK    CHURCH    GOVERNMENT^   RITES  AND 

CEREMONIES. 

INCREASING  power  continued  to  raife  the 
fee  of  Rome  to  the  great  objedl  of  its  ambition, 
tmiverfal  fupremacy^  a  title  St.  Gregory  had  brand* 
cd  in  the  patriarch  of  Conftantlnople,  three  centu- 
ries before,  as  proud,  heretical,  blafphemous,  and 
diabolical.  Many  bifhops  difputed  the  exorbitant 
preteniions  of  the  pontiffs,  and  many  nations  re- 
fufed  implicit  obedience  to  their  decrees.  Thefc 
continued  to  be  enforced  by  craft  or  violence,  as 
circumQances  dictated ;  always  fo  managing  the 
contcft,  as  ultimately  to  gain  feme  acquifition  of 
wealth  or  dominion  to  the  papal  fee. 

The  fame  caufe  produced  the  fame  effects.  The 
ritual  fwelled  with  the  continual  additions  made 
to  the  faints  and  relics.  New  forms,  new  fefiivals, 
new  ceremonies,  were  invented  ;  and  it  muft  be 
ponfefied,  however  ftupidly  ignorant  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, at  this  work  the  clergy  were  not  a  little 
^exterotis.  The  genuflexions,  and  bowings,  and 
proftrations,  were  lAultlplied,  varied  ;  and  every 

corporeal 
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corporeal  mark  of  homage  to  God  Almighty,  and 
his  faintly  minifters,  courted  them  to  he  propitious 
lo  the  fuits  of  the  petitioners. 

But  the  fervice  of  the  Virgin  began  to  grow  into 
efpecial. repute,. and  as. £he  was  fuppofed  to  have 
the  firft  influence  in  heaven;  celebrating  malles 
to  her  honour,  and  multiplying  devotions  in  her 
name,  became. a  favourite  icrvice,  A  beautiful 
ro/arjr  and  crown  were  now  invented,  confifting  of 
vociferoi]^  repetitions  of  particular  prayers.  The 
firft  contained  a  powerful  round,  of  fifteen  repeti* 
ttons  of  the  Lord's  pray^ir,  and  onie  hundred  and 
fifty  ave-marias  ;  and  the.  latter  of  fdven  times  re- 
peating the  Lord's  prayer,  and  fcven  times  ten  fa- 
hitations  of  the  Virgin.  It  req^iired,  indeed,  a 
good  memofy  to  keep  the  account ;  but  a  num- 
ber of  beads  ftrung  on  catgut,  or  a  cord,  the  fize 
alfo  of  which  had  fome  virtue,  and  exhibiting  a 
vaft  necklace,  ingenioufly  provided  for  the  taik, 
by  dropping  a  bead  at  every  prayer  and  faluta- 
tion,  fo  that  they  might  not  cheat  the  Virgin  of 
the  tale,  nor  impofe  on  themfelves  the  trouble  of 
fupernumerary  offices.  That  men  could  invent' 
fuch  fooleries,  and  popes  confirm  the  fan6lity  and 
availablenefs  of  fuch  oj^cesy  is  among  the  moft 
flriking  monuments  qf  fuperftitious  ignorance, 
and  facerdotal  impofition. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


HERESIES    AND    DISPUTES. 


THE  Neftorians  and  Monothelites  being  now 
chiefly  under  the  Mahomedan  government, 
and  the  Paulicians  reduced  and  tranfported  to 
Thrace,  thefe  controverfics  greatly  fubiided.  One 
LetUard^  a  Frenchman^  in  the  diocefe  of  Chalons, 
endeavoured  to  revive  the  difpute  about  images, 
againft  which  he  vented  his  fury,  even  on  a  cruci- 
fix :  and  declaiming  againft  tythes  and  facerdqtal 
impofitions,  he  foon  brought  the  bifhop  on  his 
back ;  and,  being  expofed  to  public  fhame,  is  re- 
ported in  defpair  to  have  thrown  himfelf  into  a 
well.  He  however  had  followers,  who  are  fuppofed 
to  have  joined  the  fe6l  of  the  Albigcnfes,  afterwards 
more  notorious.  Thefe  and  fome  other  trifling 
fedlaries  hardly  defcrve  mention. 

More  important  were  the  difputes  between  the 
caftem  and  weftern  churches  for  jurifdi6lion.  And 
whjit  particularly  agitated  the  weftern  world,  the 
controverfics  were  ftill  kept  up  between  the  Pela- 
gians and  the  followers  of  Godefchalcus ;  and  be- 
tween the  Sacramentarians,  who  maintained  the 

real 
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reaJ  prefencty  and  thofe  who  admitted  the  elements 
to  be  onlyjymboh  of  Ch rift's  body.  As  the  Church 
had  not  yet  juridically  decided  on  thofe  points,  the 
difputants  proceeded  in  the  conteft,  and  each  held 
Ijis  own  opinion  unmolefled^  though  he  was  un- 
able to  convince  his  antagonift.  The  feeds  how- 
ever were  fown,  from  which  in  fome  future  day  a 
bicfled  harveft  fnould  arife  ;  and  though  the  em- 
pire of  fuperftition  generally  prevailed,  there  were 
not  wanting  men,  who  maintained  the  fundamen* 
tals  of  gdfpel  truth,  and  lived  by  faith,  in  the  in- 
^Iligent  and  fandlifkd  ufe  of  divine  ordinances* 


CHAP. 


Cent.  10.]    THE  CHu&CH  of  christ.  157 


CHAP.  V. 

ON    THE   TRUE    SPIRITUAL    CHURCH. 

I  HAVE  fcarce  a  tittle  to  add  to  the  account 
given  of  the  lad  century.    The  fame  pcribn^ 
and  people  appear  to  be  the  depofitafies  of  focred 
truth,  and  the  living  monuments  of  the  graceof  Gcki- 
A  few  may  be  cullexl  out  of  the  general  body  of  the 
Church,  as  flowers  out  of  a  garden  overgrown  with 
weeds ;  and  thcfe,  fufFering  from  the  contiguity 
of  fuch  bad  neighbours^  though  rendered  more  ob-^ 
fervable  by  the  barrennefs  and  disfigured  appear- 
ance of  the  wildernefs  around  them.     Such  were 
Unni,  Nilus,  and  Gifclbert.     Yet  after  the  moft 
inquifitive   fcarch   into  their  works,   the  flowers 
themfelves  arc  fo  fcentiefs,  that  they  arc  fcarce 
worth  gathering.     Small  indeed,  and  contradlcd 
does  the  pale  of  the  true  Church  appear ;  difperfed 
throughout  the    world   in  fomc  favoured   indivi- 
duals, who  were  chofen,  and  called,  and  faithful  ; 
but  the  congregations  of  fuch,  I  fear,  were  thinly 
fcattered,  and  fcarccly  any  where  fo  perceivable  as 
to  be  pointed  out  to  human  obfcrvation.   Probably 
their  infignificance  was  their  proteclioii,  and  their 
fequeflered  abodes  their  prefervativc  from  the  en- 
mity 
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mity  of  pcrfecutors,  and  the  bigotry  of  the  fuper- 
flitious*  A  part  of  France  and  Switzerland^  of 
Bohemia  and  Moravia^  with  the  countries  under 
the  Saracenic  dominion^  where  the  Neftorians  and 
Faulicians  had  taken  refuge,  afforded  the  principal 
living  ipecimens  of  real  religion.  The  followers 
of  the  good  Godefchalcus  and  Claudius,  with  the 
purity  of  doArine^  experienced,  I  prelume^  the 
cfiedls  of  the  grace  for  which  they  *  contended.  The 
^tal  fpark.  remained  unextinguifhed^  •  though  its 
light  and  heat  were  grown  almoil  imperceptible^ 


CENTURY 
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CENTURY  XL 

-      ■  * 

CHAP.  I. 

OH  THE  STATE  OP  THE  OUTWARD  CHURCHi  ^ 

THIS  ceritiiiy  began  the  bloody  ftruggic  b6- 
tw«cfn  the  weftern  world  and  the  Mahcnnc- 
dan  conquerors ;  an  event  which,  however  blazoned 
in  hiftory,  I  know  not  whether  I  (hall  number  with 
the  viAories  or  defolations  of  the  outward  Church 
SiLVBSTBH  II.  had  publiihed  his  piteous  ficlitious 
epifile  from  the  Church  at  Jerufalem  to  the  weftem 
world  :  and  though  a  (hew  of  zeal  had  been  ex- 
cited to  refcue  the  Chriftians  from  the  Ottoman 
yoke,  the  fever  fubfided  quickly,  and  the  republic 
of  Pifa  only  armed  in  the  caufe.  But  now  the 
Roman  pontiffs  took  up  the  finking  interefts  of 
Cbriftianity  in  the  Eaft,  and  Gregory  VII.  found- 
ed the  alarm  of  war  through  the  nations  of  Europe. 
Quarrels  more  nearly  interefting  him  with  the  Em- 
peror Henry,  fufpended  the  preparations,  and  for 
a  while  deferred  the  attack*;  till  Peter,  the  hermit^ 
'  roufed  with  his  fanatic  harangues,  the  (lumbering 
neal  of  the  Chriftian  princes  and  prelates^  and  be-^ 

came 
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carre  the  tool  of  Urban  II.  to  carry  into 
lion  this  favourite  plan  of  the  papal  fee.  Having' 
viiltcd  the  defolated  plains  of  Paleftine,  and  be- 
held the  proud  crefccnt  difpTayed  on  mofques^ 
onrc  famed  forChriftian  ian(?iuaries,  Peter  had  re- 
turned with  a  burning  imagination  of  the  wrongs 
d<^>'i'!  to  the  crofs ;  and  painting  with  moft  pathetic 
eloquence  the  icencs  he  had  witnefled^  kindled  a 
flame,  which  burft  forth  as  a  volcano.  At  firft  in- 
deed he  folicited  the  patriarch  of  Confiantinopl^, 
and  the  crafty  Urban  in  vain.  But  when  the  lat- 
ter faw  the  wide  fpreading  efFeiSls  of  the  hermit's 
oratory^  feconded  by  a  letter  which  he  produced, 
fent  down  to  him  expr^fsly  fix)m  heaven  by  an 
angel,  to  call  the  rfations  to  the  battle,  there  could 
be  no  longer  refiftance  or  delay  to  execute  the  di- 
vine mandate* 

An.  10p5.  A  couttcil,  called  at  Placehtia  by 
Urban,  received,  however,  at  firft,  the  propofal  but 
coldly.  The  cautious  fpirit  of  Italians  was  not  up 
to  the  perilous  entcrprize  :  but  the  zealous  pontiff, 
undifmayed  with  difficulties  and  oppofition,  re- 
newed the  attack  at  Clermont,  the  following  year, 
in  a  fccond  grand  aflembly^  where  the  Valorous 
fpirit  of  the  Franks,  proud  of  deeds  of  chivalry, 
and  full  of  zeal  for  holy  Church,  met  the  moft 
fiinguine  wifties  of  their  fpiritual  head  j  heard  his 

pathetic 


Cent  11.]   THE  CHURCH  OP  CHRIST.        l6l 

p&tbetic  difcourfes  with  all  the  mingled  enlhufiafin 
of  the  love  of  war,  and  zeal  for  religion  ;  and  en- 
lifted  by  millions  under  the  banner  of  the  crofs. 

I  meati  not  to  trace  t^e  madnefs,  the  tniferies, 
or  the  conquefls  of  the  crufaders.  Suffice  it  merely 
to  fey,  thai  after  various  attempts,  and  armies  after 
aitnies,  perifhitig  on  the  roiid,  dellroying  the  Chrif- 
tian  countries  through  which  they  pafled,  and 
thcmfclves  by  their  excefles,  one  portion  of  them 
utlkder  the  famous  Godfrey,  fucceeded  in  the  ob- 
jc£l  of  tbeir  cnterprizc  :  and  conquering  a  part  of 

Syria  and  PaleftinC,  founded  the  king* 
▲K.  1099.  dcfm  of  Jerufalem :  obtained  at  a  rate 

of  blood  and  trcafurc,  unfpcakably 
^rtater  thaYi  would  have  peopled  a  nobler  domi- 
nion, and  purchafed  a  richer  principality  :  but  two 
thfngs  fcrved  to  Vendet  this  conqueft  tranfccnd- 
antly  valuable  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chriltian  con- 
xju^or&i— the  fu'ppofed  honour  of  their  ISlailer  re- 
xx)ver6d,  ift  the  expuffion  of  the  Saraclrens  from  the 
land  of  his  nativity  ;  atid  the  cleanfing  the  holy 
fepulchre  from  their  profanations  :  and  added  to 
this,  the  abundance  of  ineflimably  precious  relics, 
iovtit  foutid,  and  fbme  purchafed  of  Turks,  Jews, 
and  Syrians,  .and  brought  back  to  Europe  in  holy 
tribmph^ 

Vol.  «.  M  Whether 
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Whether  fanatic  zeal,  or  deep  laid  policy  to  en- 
creafe  their  power  and  accumnlate  wealth,  a6luated 
the  Roman  pontiffs,  or  both,  certain  it  is,  that  whe- 
ther previoufly  defigning  it  or  not,  from  the  be- 
ginning,  they  failed  not  to  make  their  profit  of  the 
prevailing  tnadjiefs  of  the  times.  The  depopula- 
tion occafioned  by  the  departure  of  many  hundreds 
of  ithoufands  of  the  beft  blood  of  Europe,  left  whole 
provinces  defolated,  and  their  nobleft  defenders  (aw 
their  native  land  no  more.  To  equip  themfelvcs 
for  this  expedition,  princes,  nobles,  and  people, 
parted  with  their  territories,  dukedoms,  and  what- 
ever they  poflefled  ;  which  were  mortgaged  and 
ibid,  to  the  utter  impoverifhment  of  their  families  : 
and  a  change  was  made  in  the  ftate  of  Europe, 
which  the  fee  of  Rome  craftily  turned  to  its  own  , 
advantage.  The  riches  accumulated  in  churches 
and  monallerres,  where  the  greateft  abundance  of 
the  }3recious  metals  were  found,  obtained  advan- 
tageous purchafcs  from  thefe  ad  venturers,  and 
added  to  the  pious  donations  for  the  redemption  of 
their  folds  J  amazingly  encreafcd  the  poffeflions  of 
the  Church. 

The  profligacy  of  manners  which  prevailed 
among  the  crufadcrs  ;  the  rapes,  murders,  plunder^^ 
and  defolation,  that  marked  their  track,  were 
wretched  fpecimens  of  the  holinefs  of  their  pur- 

pofes  ; 
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poles ;  and  they  who  could  inflict  fach  miferics  on 
their  fellow  Chriftians,  niuft  have  borne  againft 
the  Saracens  a  fpirit  as  infuriate  as  the  caufe  which 
ilimulated  them  ^as  fanatic,  and  reconcileable  to 
no  laWs  of  human  juftice.  Yet  fcarcely  a  man  in 
that  day  doubted  the  iawfblnefs  of  the  cnterprize ; 
nay,  its  meritorionfnefs  was  the  conftant  topic, 
Ivhich  refounded  in  every  pulpit ;  fandlioned  by 
the  (blertm  abfolution  from  all  fins,  granted  by  the 
reprelentative  of  St.  Peter,  to  fuch  as  might  fall 
in  this  glorious  expedition  :  and  at  lead  fecuring 
to  them  a  place  in  the  higheft  heavens,  fhould  they 
never  live  to  enter  the  promifcd  land.  Thus  every 
thing  cbntributed  to  excite  and  continue  the  infa- 
tuation of  the  weftern  world.  As  for  the  Eaft, 
trembling  with  the  fear  of  their  friends,  much  more 
than  of  their  enemies,  they  were  obliged  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  at  home,  and  to  guard  their  own 
territories  frOm  the  ravages  or  furprife  of  the  war- 
rior pilg^ms,  who  were  very  little  delicate  on  this 
behalf. 

An.  J 077.  fiut  Jerufalem  was  not  the  nobleft 
conqueft  of  the  Chriftian  warriors  from  the  Sara- 
cenic dominion.  A  valiant  Norman,  Robert  Guif- 
chak-d,  had  fubdued  the  dukedom  of  Apuglia,  and 
with  his  Equally  famous  brother  Roger,  his  com- 
panion in  the  cnterprife,  had  received  baptifm, 
and  fubmitted  to  the  dominion  of  the  Roman  pon- 

M  2  tiff. 
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tiiF.  Liberal  in  the  gifts  of  kingdoms^  to  which 
he  had  no  ftiadow  of  right  or  claim^  the  Pope  of* 
fered  to  confer  on  him  the  crown  of  Sicily,  if  he 
would  but  jeopard  himielf  in  meafuring  (pears  with 
the  Mahomedan  conquerors,  and  recover  that 
beautiful  ifland  to  the  Chriilian  pale,  and  obedi- 
ence to  the  Roman  fee.  Robert  accepted  the  in- 
vitation, and  accomplifhed  the  expulfion  of  the 
Saracens ;  and  as  his  reward  received  the  inveili- 
tpre  of  this  new  acquifition,  and  was  crowned  king 
of  Sicily,  with  privileges  that  have  ever  fince  been 
matter  of  bitter  contefl.  The  Chriftian  religion, 
which  had  b«en  nearly  extindl,  he  revived ;  and 
according  Jo  the  pious  ideas  of  the  times,  founded 
biihoprics,  abbeys,  and  churches  in  abundance, 
with  revenues  truly  princely • 

JBoLESLAus  of  Poland,  boafts  of  equal  conqaefis 
in  the  North,  where,  along  the  borders  of  the  Bal- 
tic, from  Mecklingburg  to  Ruflia>  a  number  of 
barbarous  nations.  Vandals,  Pruffians,  and  Sclavo- 
nians,  flill  continued  in  the  darkncfs  of  paganifm. 
Adelbert,  biftiop  of  Prague^  prompted  by  his  zeal, 
is  reported  to  have  loft  his  life  among  them  by  a 
pagan  pried ;  and  as  the  labours  of  the  apoftolic 
miflionaries  had  proved  abortive^  the  Polifh  mo- 
narch refolved  to  employ  more  effedlual  weapons ; 
and  entering  the  country  with  an  army  which  they 
were  unable  to  rcfift,  he  compelled  the  relu6lant 

brutea 
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brutes  to  bow  their  necks  to  the  Chriftian  yoke» 
and  receive  baptifm  from  the  prieils  who  attended 
him  in  the  expedition.  He  left  with  them  theie 
iuftrudlors  to  inform  their  minds^  under  a  famed 
miilionary^  name  Boniface  ;  but  they  fell  facrifices 
to  the  rage  and  enmity  of  their  catechumens,  and 
it  was  long  before  the  deep  rooted  pradliccs  of  ^ 
ganifm  were  utterly  extirpated - 

Far  nobler  conquefts  are  faid  to  be  efFedled  by* 
perfuafion,  through  the  labours  of  zealous  apoiiles 
among  the  remaining  tribes  of  Ruffians,  Poles, 
Danes,  and  Hungarians,  who  ftill  adhered  to  the 
pagan  fuperftitions.  But  of  all  the .  miffionary  ef- 
forts to  propagate  the  Chriftian  religion,  none  feem 
to  be  more  efFe<5lual,  and  to  be  founded  on  purer 
principles,  than  thofe  of  the  Neftorians  in  the  Ead, 
who  penetrated  ftill  farther  into  Afia,  and  fpread 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth  among  the  vaft  hordes 
of  northern  Tartars  • 

Yet,  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  Chriftianity  loft  near- 
ly as  much  as  it  appeared  to  gain.  The  Turks  and 
Saracens  ftill  contending  for  dominion,  infli6\cd 
the  moft  abundant  fufterings  on  the  Chriftinns, 
which  ever  fide  prevailed.  The  Grecian  empire, 
weakened  by  civil  and  religious  difcord,  prcfenttul 
a  feeble  barrier  againft  their  inroads,  and  provificc^ 
after  province  was  feparated  from  the  Chriliinn 
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pale,  An<^  wherever  their  power  prevailed,  their 
religion  became  little  lefs  triumphant.  The  feve- 
rity  of  their  tributary  exadlions  on  the  one  band^ 
and  the  defire  of  procuring  advancement  and  pro- 
perty on  the  other,  tempted  too  many  to  fubmit  to 
the  profeflion  of  Mahomedifm,  and  blend  their 
intereft  and  religion  with  the  prevailing  party.  It 
is. always  a  mighty  argument  to  fwim  with  the 
ftreafn,  and  to  do  as  others.  Thus  the  populous 
nations  under  the  Turkifh  and  Saracenic  govern- 
ments generally  apoftatized  from  the  confeflion  of 
the  faith,  and  adopted  the  crefcent  for  the  crofs. 

The  fame  caufes  produced  the  fame  efFedls  in 
Spain,  and  every  territory  under  the  Mahomcdan 
government :  and  there  was  every  reafon  to  appre- 
hend the  extirpation  of  the  faith  in  that  country, 
had  not  a  little  band  of  Chriftians,  rallying  round 
their  petty  king,  Pclagius,  maintained  their  ex- 
piring caufe,  and  ultimately  extended  their  coq- 
quells  in  the  recovery  of  their  country^ 


GHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

INTERNAL   STATE   OF    TH&  CHRISTIAN    CHURCH. 

THE  Hiftory  of  the  Church  in  thefc  unhappy 
ages  refeinbles  the  roll  of  Ezekiel;  filled  with 
lamentation  and  mourning  and  woe.  The  external 
ftate,  even  where  apparently  profj)erous,  exhibits 
but  a  fallacious  profpcrity.  The  converfions  fcarcc 
dcferve  the  name,  and  correfpond  too  fadly  with 
the  means  by  which  they  were  produced  :  and  all 
within  the  bofom  of  the  Church  was  corrupt,  and 
beconie  abominable — a  cage  of  unclean  birds.  In 
the  Eaft,  the  rapidity  of  revolutions  was  as  fatal  to 
the  peace  of  the  Church  as  to  the  profpcrity  of 
the  empire.  Their  domeftic  tumults  wafted  the 
ftrength  and  defl:roycd  the  refourccs  of  the  Greeks ; 
they  bad  neither  courage  nor  ability  to  refift  the 
fpreading  inundation  of  their  Mahomcdan  foes 
without,  and  as  little  inclination  to  cultivate  the 
interefts  of  religion,  or  of  letters  within.  The  con- 
tefts  for  the  patriarchate  baniflied  all  Chriflian 
charity  and  piety;  and  though  the  field  pf  polemics 
called  fome  ingenious  difputants  into  the  battle, 
the  Church,  and  fcience  itfclf  rather  loft  than  gain- 
eid  by  their  difputes  and  animofities.    Pfclhis  ftands 
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eminent  in  the  ranks^  as  a  logiqian  and  pbiloib^ 
pher :  but  the  palm  of  praife  in^the  (ludy,  as  in  thq 

'  field,  was  carried  off  beyond  all  competition,  by 
the  Mahomedans,  in  whofe  fchools  medicine,  ma- 
tlrematics,  and  every  brapph  of  fcience  flouriftied 
xnqft  abundantly.  AH  learning  among  Cl;iriftian8; 
was  chiefly  confined  to  the  monafteries,  where  a 

.  f?w  of  a  literary  turn  amufed  themfelves  with  the 
purfuit;s  of  knowledge,  \yhich  rendered  their  foli- 
tude  and  indolence  more  fupportable,  without 
ftiaring  in  the  vices  of  their  brethren.      , 

•    •  •■        V     .        •     .  '  .  .  '.        I 

The  Normaps  frprp  pagan  becomp  Cbriftian, 
and  from  barbarians,  addifted  to  letters,  carried 
with  thenri  into  England,  Italy  and  Sicily,  a  relifti 
^r  the  pnrfuits  which  they  prpmoted,  and  intro- 
duced through  the  medium  of  their  countrymen,  a 
beam  of.light  into  thefe  regions  of  the  (badow  of 
death.  Schools  were  eredted  fuperior  to  the  mo- 
najflic  and  cathedral  ones,  where  little  was  taught 
worth  learning ;  and  mafters  who  had  ftudied  under 
the  Arabic  dodlgrs  of  Spain,  inftrufted  their  pupils 
with  fuccefs  in  the  mod  ufeful  fciences.  Phyfic 
was  ef^ccially  cultivated  at  Salernuni  in  the  king- 
dom of  the  Normans ;  and  aflrondtny  with  the  ma- 
thematics made  a  *confiderable  progrefs ;  which 
would  have  been  ftill  greater,  if  the  folly  of  th« 
times  had  not  turned  the  minds  of  many  to  the 
yain  purfuits  of  aftrology,  and,  inftead  of  a  diligent 

obfervancc 
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cbfervance  of  the  heavenly  luminaries,  and  tbdr 
revolutions,  attempted  from  the  motions  and  coo- 
jundlions  of  the  planets  to  read  the  fate  of  empires 
and  of  individuals. 


The  favourite  ftudy  Qf  the  Weftem  Church 
logic  and  Aridotle.  The  difputes  generated  be- 
tween the  nominallfts  and  realifis^  however  important 
at  the  time,  to  us  appear  abfurd  and  contemptible  : 
^nd  as  far  as  the  Church  is  concerned,  are  iiotbtn|^ 
worth.  Yet  thefe  exercifcd  the  acutcnefs,  and  oc* 
capied  the  attention  of  many  of  the  greateft  (cbdars 
pf  the  day. 

The  eminent  prelate  Anfelm,  of  Canterbury^ 
ihone  confpicuous  in  various  treatifes  on  metaphy* 
fics  and  natural  religion  ;  difcuded  the  nature  of 
God,  his  attributes  and  mode  of  exigence ;  and  ex- 
tended  his  rclearches  to  the  divine  prefcicncc  and 
human  liberty.  But  all  the  fupcrfiitions  of  former 
ages  continued  unfuppreflcd ;  the  fame  rage  and  re- 
verence prevailed  for  relics  as  ever,  yea  increaiing; 
as  if  they  fupplied  the  place  of  every  thing  holy  and 
heavenly.  And  all  thefc  learned  men  and  great 
prelates  were  the  firft  to  ftamp  importance,  and 
yalue  on  thefe  wretched  fragments  of  corpfes  and 
rags  of  old  linen. 


The 
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TBe  pride  and  ambition  of  the  foperior  eccle- 
foftics^  even  where  their  outward  condu(5l  was  not 
branded  with  the  prevailing  vices,  marked  ftrongly 
Anfelm  and  his  fellows  ;  but  the  general  bcliaviour 
of  the  clergy  was  fcandalous  in  the  extreme.     The 
irefteni  bifhops  being  advanced  to  be  counts  and 
dukes  and  barons,  ^nd  enriched  with  the  liberal  do- 
mtioos  of  the  faithful,  fought  under  their  own  ban- 
ners; in  the  camp,  commanded  their  liegemen, 
loights  and  warriors  ;  at  the  courts  of  princes  ap- 
peared with  a  magnificence  and  train  of  foltewers, 
which  eclipled  all  the  nobility  ;  and  at  their  owri 
pakces  lived  fo  fuperbly  amidft  a  croud  of  donfieftics,. 
clergy  and  laity,  as  if  their  kingdom  was  wholly  of 
this  world.     Encouraged  by  fuch  ghoftly  examples, 
the  inferior  orders  put  in  for  their  (hare  of  luxury 
and  indulgence,  and  with  their  patrons  lived  a  life 
of  fporting,  pleafurc,   and  fenfual  gratifications : 
fufficiently  fafe  in  the  weekly  mafs,  or  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  rofary.     A  laborious  prpacher  of  God's 
word,  a  felf-dcnied  follower  of  the  crucified  Matter 
was  fcarcely  to  be  found  :  vice  and  ignorance  had 
nearly  exterminated  every  remains  of  vital  godli- 
pefs — I>ike  prieft  like  people. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

4B0VSRNM£NT^   HERESIES,    DISPUTES^    RITES  AmO 

CEREMONIES. 

THE  Roman  Pontiffs  were  now  nearly  arrived 
at  the  long  wiihed  for  objedl  ofunivcrfal  do- 
minion ;  at  lead  in  the  weflern  world  :  none  dared 
to  peep  or  mutter  againft  tlieir  decrees.  To  them 
appeals  were  made ;  they  predded  in  all  councils 
by  their  legates ;  and  claimed  the  right  of  deciding 
all  religious  controverly  by  their  infallible  dictates. 
Princes  indeed  often,  when  able,  endeavoured  to 
limit  their  pretenlions,  and  biihops  murmured,  and 
fubmitted,  where  the  danger  of  refiftance  was  fo 
great.  Their  claims  were  become  boundlcfs,  they 
afferted  a  right  to  confer  all  ccclefiaftical  honours 
^nd  emoluments,  as  originally  derived  from  them 
by  divine  authority  ;  they  afliimed  the  difpofition 
of  kingdoms,  and  the  beftowal  of  titles  upon  the 
monarchs  ;  their  decifions  were  fought  in  all  dis- 
puted rights.  They  abfolvcd  fubjccis  from  their 
allegiance;  and  fet  up  kings  and  emperors  as  bed 
fuited  their  own  ambitious  dcfigns.  Many  of  the 
greateft  monarchs  contributed  to  thcfe  exorbitant 
pretenfions,  by  applying  to  the  holy  fee  to  fandlion 
the  purpofcs  of  their  ambition,  or  to  vindicate  their 

quarrels. 
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quarrels.  Yet  wbeTjJeatcd  on  tfie  thrones  which 
tbcy  bad  ufbrped,  they  maintained  with  a  vigorous 
IttfKi  the  regalities  of  their  kingdoms,  againft  the 
Bnrpudent  and  exorbitant  claims  of  thefc  vicars  of 
Cbvift.  A  long  and  rapid  fticceilion  to  the  papal 
fee  woold  lead  me  too  far  to  particularize :  fuffice 
it  fofey,  thatof  fome  decent,  fome  profligate,  and 
iSi  writcd  in  equal  purpofes  of  ambitious  aggran- 
tffcment,  not  an  appearance  of  real  piety  and 
gerjuhrc  Chriftianity  is  to  be  found  from  firfl:  to  lad. 
The  Emperors  when  ftrong  interfered  ;  by  their 
aothority  raifcd  to  the  pontificate  and  degraded 
from  it ;  and  when  weak  or  pufillanimous.  Hooped 
to  the  moft  humiliating  abafemcnU 

To  exclude  the  nobility  and  people  of  Rome 
from  the  right  of  fufFrage  in  clcdting  to  the  holy 
Ice,  with  whom  hitherto  that  privilege  had  vcfted,  in 
conjundtron  with  the  cardinals  or  chief 
A2f.  1058.  clergy  of  Rome,  Nicholas  11.  confined 
it  wholly  to  the  latter.  The  inftitution 
itfelf^  and  the  pcrfons  entitled  to  this  honour,  have 
aflbrded  much  matter  of  difpute  :  fuffice  it  to  fey, 
that  the  cardinal  htftiofs  were  the  feven  provincial 
blfhof>sof  the  Roman  territory,  the  cardinal  clerhy 
the  twenty-eight  principal  parifti  prelbyters.  The 
gardinal  deaco7is  were  afterwards  added,  to  remove 
the  murmurs  of  the  moft  popular  of  the  clergy,  who 
fcU  themfelves  injured  by  their  exclufion.     The 

clergy 
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clergy  being  gained  by  preferment,  or  the  hope  of 

preferment,  the  people  tamely  fubmifc- 
AN.  1073.  ted.    Yet  in  the  election  of  that  fiend 

Hildebrand,  no  regard  was  paid  to  tiie 
cflablifhed  order,  and  he  was  raifed  to  the  fee  by 
general  fufirage,  and  confirmed  in  it  by  the  Em- 
peror, againll  whom  he  prefently  raifed  a  tempefl^ 
which  (book  the  pillars  of  his  throne.  Unreftraioed 
by  any  dictates  of  truth  and  juftice,  and  pre(uming^. 
upon  the  dtftradtions  of  the  time,  he  had  the  auda- 
city to  attempt,  and  in  many  inflances  to  fuccced 
in  rendering  not  only  the  Church  abfolutdy  Tub- 
je^fted  to  him,  but  to  extend  his  empire  over  princes 
and  monarchs,  as  feudatories  of  the  Roman  ic^ 
deriving  their  power  from  it,  and  holding  their 
kingdoms  under  the  pontifical  chair«  A  deiign  (o 
vafl,  required  more  than  the  powers  of  Rome  papal 
to  realize ;  and  however  in  an  hour  of  weakneft 
fome  bowed  to  this  audacious  prelate's  feet,  others 
more  refdute  and  poflefTing  ability  to  difpute  tbefe 
impudent  pretenfions,  maintained  their  indepcn- 
deuce,  and  »efufcd  to  fubjugate  their  crowns  to  fuch 
infblcnt  claims.  Britain  and  Gaul  diilinguifbed 
themfclves  in  this  conteil,  and  maintained  their 
rights,  in  par(  at  leall,  againfl  the  ufurpations  of 
Rome.  The  letters  of  Hildcbrand  or  Gregory, 
yet  extant,  are  monuments  of  the  mod  daring  at- 
tempts to  fubjugate  to  iiisyoke,  and  levy  a  tribute 

from 
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from  the  dominions  of  all  the  princes  of  Chriilen* 
dom.  Fear  or  favour  induced  many  of  them  to 
iiibmit>  whilft  others  refifted  theclaim-of  St.  PMer*8 
reprefentative.  Thus  from  a  thoufand  channels^ 
the  wealth  of  the  iiations  flowed  into  the  Romaii 
treafury.  The  mod  refolute^  however  rcfraftoryj 
fubmitted  to  fo  many  pretentions  and  abufes>  that 
not  a  kingdom  of  the  wcftem  world  but  contri- 
buted to  fupport  the  ambition,  and  to  encreafe  the 
immenfity  of  the  treafures  of  the  Roman  prelate. 
The  arrogance  of  his  pride,  as  well  as  the  rapaciouf- 
trefs  of  his  avarice,  all  the  records  of  the  times,  and 
his  numerous  epiftles  abundantly  teftify.  He  not 
only  ever  afi^r  emancipated  the  election  of  the 
Popes  from  the  Emperor's  ratificatioti,  but  extend- 
ed his  claims  over  the  Emperors  themfelves* 

An.  1077.  But  a  more  folid  and  fubftantial  ac- 
quilition  he  alfo  fecured  by  an  intrigue  with  the 
rich  heircfs  of  the  Duke  of  Tufcany,  Matilda,  who 
left  the  Roman  fee  the  whole  of  her  vaft  and  valua- 
ble pofleffions :  and  though  the  Emperor  arid  other 
princes  demurred  to  the  teftament,  and  prevented 
its  entire  execution,  yet  the  Roman  Pontiff  fecurcd 
a  confiderable  (hare,  and  continued  to  claim  the 
whole;  little  careful  of  the  mode  of  the  acquifition; 
if  by  any  means  he  could  aggrandize  the  fee,  the 
great  objed  of  bis  ambition, 

tet 
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Yet  though  himfclf  emancipated  from  reflraint^ 
and  free  to  gratify  all  his  other  paflions,  as  wdi  as 
his  luft  of  dominion,  no  man  was  nw>re  fevere  oa 
the  poor  priefts,  who  preferred  the  married  to  the 
finglc  ftatc,  or,  as  was  more  common  in  that  day^ 

indulged  in  concubinage  ;  nor  was  be 
AS.  1074.  Icfs  violent  againd  the  fimoniacal  dif^ 
pofal  of  eccieiiaflical  benefices,  as  com-* 
mon  a  crime,  and  fliamefully  extending  even  to 
biihoprics;  but  he  found  no  fmall  difficulty  to* 
carry  hisedidls  into  execution  :  and  though  anned 
with  all  the  power  of  church  and  (late,  many  chofii 
to  incur  the  papal  fulminations,  and  quit  tbeif 
benefices  rather  than  their  wives  and  children.  And 
as  good  thus  often  comes  out  of  human  evil,  fboK^ 
of  them  fcparatcd  from  the  Romiih  communioti^ 
and  joined  the  little  band  in  the  valleys  of  Pied- 
mont, who  wifl}^  to  maintain  a  purer  v/orihtpf 
and  to  efcape  from  ecclefiaflical  tyranny.  Tberefr, 
after  many  a  tumult,  were  obliged  to  fubmit;  and 
if  they  were  not  more  continent,  were  at  lead 
obliged  to  be  more  fccret  in  their  amours. 

But  the  fubjeft  of  fimony  met  with  greater  op- 
pofition  ftill,  as  thofe  moft  chargable  with  it,  were 
in  high  places.  The  Emperor,  Henry  IV.  and  hi? 
princes  and  biihops  would  not  allow  Gregory's 
legates  to  hold  a  council  in  Germany  to  confirm  his 
edi<5ls  i  and  he  was  compelled  to  fummons  one  at 

Rume^ 
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Rome,  where  bis  will  was  law ;  and  he  avenged 

bimfelf^by  anathemas,  not  only  Burled 
AV*  IQ75.  agaiuft  fimoiyacal  contra6^s,  butagainft 
every  man  who  fhould  receive  invefti- 
ture  of  bifhc^ric  or  abbey,  from  the  hands  of  a  l&y* 
man,  or  who  prefumed  to  confer  it.  And  this 
thunder  of  excommunication  was  not  more  de*- 
figned  to  check  (imoniacal  contrails  too  common, 
than  to  obtain  for  the  Church  of  Rome  univerfally^ 
the  right  claimed  of  conferring  thefe  beneficial  pre^ 
ferments ;  and  excluding  the  Emperor  and  Princes 
who  bad  hitherto  coniidered  them  as  their  royal 
prerogatives :  however  he  dared  not  openly  cbal- 
leBge  fo  extenfive  a  claim,  but  fixed  his  obje<Jliort 
to  4he  niarmer  of  the  inveftiture,  by  the  bifbop's 
ring  and  crofier,  which  he  regarded  as  a  high  pro- 
fanation, to  be  tranfmitted  through  the  hands  of  ^ 
layman^  as  if  Emperors  and  Princes  by  fo  doing 
exercifed  a  fpiritual  authority,  and  conferred  by 
thefe  badges  of  the  paftoral  office,  and  of  union 
with  the  Church,  as  their  fpoufe,  feme  exefcife  of 
ghoftly  authority,  appurtenant  only  to  the  vifible 
Head  and  Mafler  of  the  Church.  The  fecontefls 
of  ambition  produced  fearful  and  fatal  confequiencei  * 
in  the  empire.  The  Emperor  rcfolutely  maintained 
his  privileges,  and  the  ifliie  of  the  conflict  had  been 
little  dubious,  had  not  the  intriguing  pontiff  gained 
a  number  of  the  Germanic  Princes,  Henry's  avO\<ri 
ed  enemies,  and  fomenting  the  rebellion  of  the 
-  cle6lor$ 
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decolors  againft  their  head,  infblently  fummoned 
the  Emperor  to  anfwer  the  criminal  charges  laid 
i^inft  him,  before  himfelf  at  Rome.  The  rage  of 
the  infulted  monarch  knew  no  bounds ;  he  con- 
voked a  council  at  Worms;  accufed  and  condemn- 
ed the  flagftious  Gregory,  and  depofcd 
AN.  1076.  him  from  his  facred  office.  Mad  with' 
fury,  the  Roman  pontiff  levelled  at 
Henry's  head  all  the  thunders  of  the  Church  ;  cafl 
him  out  as  excommunicate ;  degraded  him  from  his 
throne';  and,  blafphcmoufly  affuming  divine  pre- 
rogatives, 2ft)foh^d  his  fubje<Sls  from  their  oath  of 
allegiance; 

Little  indeed  to  be  apprehended  were  the(e 
terrors,  if  the  revolt  of  the  German  Princes  had  not 
collefied  a  force,  which  Henry  felt  himfelf  unable 
to  refift.  Threatened  with  the  eledtion  of  another 
Emperor,  he  meanly  hafted  to  throw  himfelf  at  the 
feet  of  the  Pope,  and  avert  by  his  fubmilTion  the 
confequences  which  he  now  dreaded.     Gregory 

was  amuling  himfelf  at  Canufium,  with 
AX.  1077.  his  endeared  Matilda.    It  was  the  depth 

of  winter,  and  three  days  the  fuppliant 
Emperor  was  kept  with  bare  feet,  and  head  un- 
covered, girt  with  fack-cloth  around  his  (hivcring 
limbs,  whilft  the  holy  father  and  his  miftrefs  en- 
joyed the  triumph  of  his  humiliation.  Scarcely  ad- 
mitted to  the  infblent  pontiff's  prefence,  he  received 
.  Vol.  II.  N  abfolution 
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abfolution  only  oa  thqhard  cotf^ition  of  fufpeniion 
from  ^11  regal  honours^  till  an  Qpproacbipg  fW^grtk 
fbQuId  decide  his  fate.  But  tbi^  humifiatioo  was  of 
very  (hqrt  continuance ;  fiung  with  the  reproaches; 
of  hia  Italian  Tailals^  the  Emperor  refumed  the 
fy mboU  of  royalty^  ai>d  refo} ved  to  abide  the 
conteft^  whilft  bis  enemies  ele<^ed  Kodolph  of 
Swabia^  to  the  throi>ej  which  they  h^  declared 
vacant. 

Battle  upon  battle,  g^ve  sdternately  the  ^ic^^nd* 
ant  to  tbe  combatants,  till  the  de^th  of  Rodolph 
raifed  Henry  to  a  decided  fnperiority,  ai)d  march- 
ing to  Rome  in  ipite  of  the  oppolition  from  the 
troops  of  Matilda  and  the  Ncnrmans,  he  placed  a 
Pope  of  hi3  own  elecSlion  in  the  chair,  Qlexpent  lU. 
Hardly  rcfcued  from  the  death  of  ignominy  which 

he  had  deferved,  by  the  courage  of 
AN.  1084.  Guifcard,    Gregory    efcaped  the    fate 

which  awaited  him^  and  died  at  Saler- 
num  ;  leaving  the  fruitful  feeds  of  future  wars  and 
bloodfhed  to  gratify  the  lull  and  ambition  of  God's 
vicegerents  upon  earth.  Yet  the  horribility  of  fuch 
condu6l,  prevented  not  the  beatification  of  this  tur- 
bulent pontiff. 

A  fchifm  now  took  place  in  the  papal  chair;  eaqh 
of  the  contending  parties  elected  bis  feveral  Pope, 
and  as  they  d^ceafed^  for  a  long  while  filled,  up  tbo 

vae^qcy. 
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vacancy.  New  anathemas,  and  fcencs  of  flaughter, 
treachery  and  devaftation  followed'  to  the  end  of  the 
century.  Thus  for  a  trifling  ceremony  was  thq 
Chriftian  world  in  the  Weft,  wafted  with  defolation 
and  deluged  vnXh  blood,  to  gratify  the  infolence 
and  ambition  of  one- great  wicked  prieft. 

The  monks,  encouraged  by  papal  prote<ftion, 
and  now  efpecially  induced  by  this  Gregory  to  lift 
under  the  banners  of  Rome,  endeavoured  to  with- 
draw thcmfelves  wholly  from  all  other  jurifdidlion  . 
to  become  the  liegemen  of  the  Roman  fee.     Im- 
munity from  all  other  prelates  or  princes'  vifita- 
tion,  was  eagerly  coveted  by  the  monks,  and  will- 
ingly granted  by  this  afluming  pontift^;  who  thus 
ftrengthened  his  force  by  thefe  legions  of  auxili- 
aries :  and  they  in  turn  now  only  dependent  on 
Rome,  indulged  with  more  unbridled  reftraint,  the 
gratificatioil  of  every  appetite  and  paflion,  which 
luxury  engendered,  which  wealth  fupported,  and 
which  impunity  from  all  confequences  encouraged. 
Yet  aftoniihing  to  tell,  from  thefe  leminaries  of  vice, 
moft  of  the  ecclefiaftical  dignitaries  were  taken,  and 
fuch  was  the  ignorance  and  fuperftition  of  the  age, 
that  peculiar  fan6lity  was  fuppofed  to  be  attached 
to  the  monkifli  orders ;  and  kings,  nobles,  and 
merchants,  to  expiate  former  crimes,  or  cnfure  at 
the  end  of  their  lives  a  fhort  and  fure  paflage  to 
heaven,  either  compromifed  by  large  legacies,  or 

N  2  entered 
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entered  into  the  fraternity,  that  they  might  enjoy 
the  plenitude  of  merit  annexed  to  the  facred  pro- 
feiCon ! 


Monkery  being  now  fo  highly  venerated,  a 
new  field  for  ambition  opened.  The  fraternity  of 
Clugni  being  in  the  eyes  of  the  vulgar  fuppofed  to 
live  in  the  greateft  odour  of  fandlity,  their  abbot 
extended  amazingly  his  reforms  and  jurifdidlion ; 
though  the  peculiar  flridnefs  and  auftcritics  which 
they  affedled,  foon  degenerated  with  their  in- 
creaiing  wealth  to  the  common  ftandard  of  cor- 
ruption. 

An.  1023.  Reforms  attempted  among  the  Bene^- 
diAines,  the  great  prevailing  order,  divided  the 
body ;  each  vying  with  the  other,  the  Camaldulite 
hermits  arofe  in  the  Apennines,  the  Ciftertians  in 
France  :  and  afFedling  the  mod  rigid  rules  attra<5l- 
cd  the  reverence  of  that  fuperftitious  age;  the 
folly  of  which  could  not  be  more  ftrongly  marked 
than  in  the  endowment  of  1 800  monafteries  of  the 
Ciftertian  order,  who  all  fet  off  with  the  mod  mor- 
tified pretentions,  and  as  wealth  and  abundance 
flowed  in  upon  them,  ended  exadlly  in  the  fame 
point  of  diflblution  of  manners. 

The  orders  of  Grandmon tains  and  Carthufians, 
flill  endeavoured  to  exceed  in  feverity  of  difcipline^ 

and 
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and  in  abfolute  filence,  poverty  and  obedience^  all 
others  of  their  brethren  ;  and  by  vows  as  unnatural^ 
as  unfcriptural,  to  afFed  a  fuperiprity  of  peifedtion 
above  their  fellows.  The  pride  and  folly  of  theie 
men,  who  once  made  a  great  noife  in  the  worlds  are 
now  become  the  objedl  of  ridicule,  and  after  too 
long  a  reign  of  ignorance,  the  finsd  extindlion  of 
tfaefe  unchriftian  focieties  feems  approaching. 
# 

The  canons  and  canonefles,  and  their  rules  and 
regulations,  hardly  deferve  mention,  unlefs  to  prove 
their  not  degenerating  from  the  ghoftly  examples 
of  their  brethren. 

What  the  flate  of  religion  muft  be  amidfl  fuch 
multiplied  abufes,  from  the  head  at  Rome  to  the 
loweft  of  the  tonfured  tribe,  may  eafily  be  colleiSl- 
ed.  The  people  ignorant,  fuperilitiousj  devout^ 
and  profligate,  yielded  implicit  faith  and  obedience 
to  their  clerical  fuperiors,  who  furnilhing  them 
with  abfolution  and  paflports  to  St.  Peter,  thought 
themfelves  juftly  entitled  to  the  plunder  which 
they  extorted.  The  endlefs  rites  and  ceremonies, 
and  the  pageantry  attending  them,  kept  up  a  cour 
•ftant  pagan  raree-fhow,  which  amufed  that  imbecil 
age,  and  diverted  them  from  attending  to  the 
frauds  and  fcandals  of  the  clergy.  The  reverence 
Sx  (ajhts  and  relics  rofe  to  the  altitude  of  ^eity  t 
.,  N  3  an 
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an  oath  upon  ^  borie^  .a  finger,  or  a  nail  of  the 
Oroid,  was  fuppofed  to  be  nmch  m6re  folemn  and 
binding  than  any  fimple  appeal  to  God,  as  the 
iearcber  of  hearts.  Indeed,  the  fcriptures  of  truth, 
and  the  nature  of  moral  obligation  in  this  age, 
iQUnd  but  miferable  cxpofitors :  wbilft  all  the 
^btletiea  of  Arifiotle^  and  the  fcbolaftic  divinity 
built  upon  theft),  beftowed  upon  the  pofleflbrs  of 
thefe  nonfenlical  attainments,  the  dignity  of  Chril^ 
tian  phik>fophers ;  and  the  fiunous  Lanfranc,  the 
Archbiihop  of  Canterbury,  and  iingularly  eminent 
in  this  line, .  undertook^  ridiculoufly  enough,  to 
defend  tranfubftantiaiion  on  philofophical  priiv* 
ciples. 

The  myilic  divinity  n^as  little  lefs  abfurd  than 
the  fchoIaAic ;  and  bewildering  the  mind  in  rcr 
yerie  and  abAradtedneis  of  contemplation,  led  off 
the  Chriftian  from  the  Ixmplicity  of  revealed  truth, 
to  an  inward  light  and  an  ideal  fpirituality  of  de- 
votion. 

Ahfelm^  who,  notwitbftanding  liis  prelatical 
pride^  appears  one  of  the  beft  chara«5Vers  in  that 
line,  has  left  fome  devotional  tradts  not  contcmp'* 
tiblc,  and  a  treatife  againft  inAdeb,  marked  with 
depth  of  thought  and  fingular  acutenefs  :  but  the 
reality  of  religion  was  fo  loft  in  ibcm  and  ftiperib- 

tious 


Cent  11.]      THE  CHUBGH  OF  CHRISr.  183 

ti6u8  pradlices^  that  thofe  who  figure  the  higheflj 
afford  forry  fpecimens  of  divixie  tratb.  The  alloy 
ptterly  debafes  the  gold. 

The  herefies>  that  in  ibraier  ages  engaged  ib 
mdcb  poleniTC  controverfy,  in  this  ware  fuperfeded 
by  difputes  that  were  equally  violent,  a^d  equally 
abford. 

The  firft  arofe  from  the  abominable  ambition  of 
tto  Roman  pontifF^  in  endeavouring  to  fedtice  the 
patnarcbs  of  Alexandria  and  Jerufalenv  from  the 
jaiTiCI&&i0ti  of  Conflantinople  to  bis  own*:...  A  War 
of  words,  and  excommunication  followed.  Vain 
was  the  attempt  of  the  Grecian  Emperor,  wbo 
wanted  tbe  Romilh  fupport  againft  Ibe'Nofmans; 
to  conciliate  the  parties.  The  Roman  legates  fbntr 
Mt  this  occaik>n,  met  ib  much  cppd)tion>  ifaitT 
{baking  off  the  diiit  of  their  feet,  and  *  puffing.  J(r 
with  all  polliblc  violence  and  malignity  of  ana- 
themas into  the  eyes  of  their  enemies^  they  de- 
parted in  a  rage.  The  ConfiantiilopoKtan  patrU 
arcb,  equally  embittered  in  fpirit^  returned  thtf 
doft,  and  the  excctmmunication,  and  bad  the  BLo^ 
Aian'  boll  publicly  hurm  by  the  £mperor*s  order; 
As  tbefe  doughty  champions  for  ChHfli^mty,  «sdfe^ 
at  the  head  of  empires,  fought  with  k)early  eqMt 
anna.  It  is  ridiculouB  enough  to  record  the  heinods 
Grimes  retorted  u^oa  the  Latin  churches.    That- 

N  4  they 
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thej^  uied  unleavened  bread  in  tbe  Euchariil-^-«did 
ijotabilain  from  things:  firangled,  and  blood — that 
their  monks  eat  lard,  and  permitted  even  fiefli  to 
their  lick  brethren-— that  bilhops  wore  rings — ^and 
priefts  effeminately  ihaved  their  beards.  '  Thefe, 
vith  other  Jik«  important  charges,  were  difpoted 

and  debated  .with,  all  the  rancour  of  iacerdotal 

• 

acrimony*  The  real  ground  however  was  lordly 
jurifdiftion. 

r 
I 

•  A  more  important  difpute  was  ftirred  by  the 
Biifaop  of  Chalcedon.  The  poor  Alexis,  Emperor 
of  the.Ea^  was.tx^mpellcd  by  diftrefs  to  melt  dowq 
fbme  iilv^r  platings  of  the  church  doors,  ^d  ibme 
images  of  faints  of  tbe  like  precious  metal.  T-his 
was  opt  x)nly  fy^nhgp  in  the  prelate'^  eye,  but  im- 
piety againfl::the^i«A^«?/  Jandity  which  dwelt  in 
tiiefe  yenbrable  reprefentativcsi  i  A  folemn  qpuncil 
was  neccsfl^ry  to  terminate  the  difpute. 

-  An.  1004.  But  tbe  grand  conteft  which.made  the 
^ef  noife  in.  the  Chriftian .  world,  refpefled  the 
boidy  of  Cbrift  in  the  Eucharift.  Leutheric,Arch- 
biibop  of  Sens,  had  afHrmed,  that  none  but, the 
faithful  received  Abe  body  of  Chrift  in  that  ordi- 
i).ance,:  but  fo  Jhocking  a  fuppofition  was  quickly 
buihed  up  by  king  Robert  and  thd  prelate!s  friends. 
He  had  better  enjoy  his  bifhopric  and  bold>his 
tongue.     This  prudent  counfel  he  jfoUowed.    Bc- 

rcnger 
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xeQger^  a  man  eminent  for  his  learning  and  Chrif-r 

tian  purity,  would  not  keep  filence^  but 
AN*  1045.  £ealoufly  maintained^  that  no  change 
,  .  .  whatever  pailed  on  the  fymbols  in  the 

Eucharifty  agreeable  to  the  reprefentation  of  the 
^med  Scotus ;  and  that  they  were  merely  the  (igns 

of  Chrift's  ab/entbody.  Leo  IX.  the 
AS.  1050.  Roman  pontiff,  kindled  at  the  deroga« 

tory  idea.  CouncH  upon  council  con-^ 
jdemned  Berenger  and  his  dodtrine,  and  configned 
the  book  of  Scotus  to  the  flames.  Henry  of  France 
ieconded  his  Holinefs,  and  threatened  the  mod  fe- 
vere  judgments  againd  Berengcr,  now  Archbifhop 
of  Angers  ;  confifcating  his  revenues  until  he  re- 
canted. But  he  was  not  a  man  to  be  eafily  inti- 
midated;  and.  boldly  maintained  the  truth  againtl 
the  Monarch,  the  Pope,  and  all  their  abettors.  As 
Berenger  was  fupported  by  numerous  difciples,  the 
politic  Leo  IX..fufFered  the  conteft  to  fleepibr  a 
while.  At  his  death,  his  more  imprudent  fucceflbr, 
ViiStor  II.  fent  his  legate  into  France  to  renew  the 
condemnation ;  and,  in  repeated  councils,  the  fa- 
mous Hildcbrand,  afterwards  Pope,  vented  ail  his 
bittcrneis,  and  not  only  repeated  the  cenfures  of 
the  Church,  but  compelled  the  poor  archbifhop  of 
Angers,  it  is  (aid,  by  terror,  to  abjure  his  opinions,^ 
^nd  be  reconciled  to  the  Roman  fee. 

Whether 
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Whether  this  is  truie  in  all  its  latitude^  Jir  dubi** 
tmi.  That  be  was  borne  'down  by  damonr  and 
authority  is  pretty  clear,  aiid.fto6ped'to  Cato^  mot^ 
tifying  £orif)pliaQces  to  SLrert  the  thunder  levelled 
at  his  head^  Yist  hjs  cbnfcience  overcame  his  ter- 
rors, and  he  could  not  refrain  from':0adntaii||iog 
truths^  of  which  he  had  the  fulleft  convidlion.  This 
produced  a  frefh  fummons  to  Ronie>  wb^re  a  new 
council  ailembled  under  Nicolas,  ovefstwed  the  fo- 
litary  witnefs,  and  cOmpeiled  him  to  fubibribe  what 
ib  veiifir^ble  an  aiienibly  decided  aa  the  catholic 
iaitb  :  and.  this  he  was  engaged  to  ackfiowledg«>  by 
an  oath,  to  give  the  greater  folemnity  to  the  con^ 
feffioD.  We  cannot  but  .lament  boman  infirmity^ 
Let  no  man  raihly  cenfufie.'compltai)6as^<made  un-» 
der  the  impulfe  of  fear.  Hefelt  all'  biff  danger,  and 
therefore  fubmitted  to  acknowledge,  the  real  body 
and  blood  of  Chrift  in  the  Ettcharifi,  to  be  eaten  by 
the  faithful  J  not  in  afacra*nentdfejnfe^  iut  in  reality^ 
and  truths  as  other  fenfAle  abjeOs  are^  A  fentimerrt 
io  fhocking  and  abhorrent  to  coilimon  fenfe,  as 
well  as  fo  utterly  oppofite  to  his  canvix^ions,  be 
renounced  the  momeat  .he  bad  efcaped .  fit»ii .  tho 
papal,  tynmny^  and  takea  xefuge  in  his  own  dio^ 
cefe.  With  (hame  afid..contrition.  he  owned  thd 
hypocritical  part  he  bad  been  compelled  to- ad,  and 
zealouily  recommencedlbe  defender  of  the  dodbioes 
of  truth.    As  he  was  now  removed  from  the  papal 
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gfafpy  the  crafty  Alexander  XL  fought  to  feducc 
him,  by  cajoleries,  to  return  to  his  former  confcf- 
fion :  but  he  rcjedled  the  idea  with  abhorrence, 
and  with  greater  activity  diileminatcd  the  doiS^rines 
of  the  gofpel,  and  acquired  a  multitude  of  dif- 
ciplcs. 

Gregory  the  Vllth,  the  famous  Hildebrand,  by 
whole  threats  he  had  been  firft  intimidated,  now 
advanced  to  the  papal  fee,  wiihed  to  heal  this  bit- 
ter breach  :  and  whether  really  convinced  by  Be- 
renger's  arguments  or  not,  he  certainly  (hewed  hitti 
a  kindnefs  and  favour,  little  confonant  to  the  vio- 
lence of  bis  charadier.  Unable  to  refift  the  tor- 
rent of  Berenger's  advcrfaries,  he  fum- 
AN.  107d.  moned  him  to  Rome,  and  admitted  him 

to  draw  up  a  new  confeffion  of  faith, 
very  different  from  what  had  been  extorted  by  his 
predccelibr  Nicolas.  This,  though  more  ambigu- 
ous and  equivocal,  he  accepted,  revoking  the  de- 
cifions  of  the  former  Pope  and  council.  The  ene- 
mies of  Berenger  profefled  themfclves  far  from  fa- 
tisfied,  and  at  their  iniligation  a  third  council  was 

held,  and  a  third  confeffion  extorted, 
AK.  1079.  more  explicit  than  the  fecond,  but  flill 

coming  (hort  of  the  firfi.  With  this 
Gregory  declared  himfclf  content,  and  font  him 
back  with  every  token  of  cfteem  and  favour.  But 
alaa !  the  troubled  confcience  of  Berel>ger  forbad 

him 
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him  to  reft,  in  the  laft,  any  more  than  in  the  former 
equivocation.  He  renewed  the  avowal  of  bis  real 
fentiments,  and  overwhelmed  with  abufe  and  viru- 
Ijence,  to  which  he  made  no  reply,  he  folemnly 
Gonfefled  his  crime^  retiring  from  the  world  to 
fpend  his  remaining  days  in  mortification  and 
prayer,  for  pardon  of  the  bafcnefs  of  his  conduct, 
crying  out,  *^  Fountain  of  mercy,  be  gracious,  to  a 
"  wretch  acknowledging  his  great  offence  !'* 

Gregory  evidently  in  this  matter  adled  not  from 
conviAion,  but  from  the  knowledge  of  thofe  with 
whom  he  had  to  do,  and  whom  he  dared  not  of- 
fend. There  is  a  lingular  trait  preferved,  whether 
of  his  fanaticifra,  or  hypocriiy,  in  a  letter  addrefled 
to  Berenger  before  the  allembling  of  the  laft  coun- 
cil; *^  I  have  no  doubt,"  feid  he,  ^f  of  the  re<5li- 
"  tude  of  your  ftntiments,  refpediing  the  iacrifice 
"  of  Chrift,  according  to  the  Scriptures  ;  but  it  is 
"  my  cuftom  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
"  concerning  matters  which  are  in  agitation."  In 
confequence  of  which  application  he  informs  him  : 
"  The  blefled  Virgin  Mary  hath  heard  and  anfwer- 
*^  cd  me,  that  I  Ihould  think,  and  hold  nothing 
"  refpedling  the  fecrificc  of  Chrift,  but  what  the 
Scriptures  expressly  mention,  againft  which  Be- 
renger hath  advanced  nothing  contrary  to  truth. 
*^  I  wiftied  to  communicate  this  to  you,  that  you 
*^  might  come  to  me  with  the  moft  affured  conii- 

"  dencc 
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"  denceand  alacrity/*  It  is  fingular enough,  that  one 
Pope  and  council  (hould  condemn  the  deciiions  of 
the  preceding  ones ;  then  confult  the  Virgin  Mary ; 
commend  Berenger's  orthodoxy  by  an  exprefs  re- 
velation from  her ;  and  afterwards,  in  compliance 
with  the  laft  council,  extort  another  confefHon 
different  both  from  the  former  Pope  and  council, 
and  from  the  approbation  of  the  bleflcd  Virgin 
berfelf.  But  Popes,  as  well  as,  others,  muft  tem- 
porize when  the  current  of  enthufiafm  runs  flrong 
againil  them. 

The  doclrine  of  Bcrenger  expired  not  with  him. 
His  followers  became  multiplied  ;  and  a  new  feed 
was  fown,  which  vegetated  to  bring  forth  fruit 
unto  God,  and  to  preferve  the  holy  truths  of  the 
gpfpel^  that  they  Ihould  not  utterly  fail. 

A  (c(Sl,  of  which  frequent  mention  has  been 
made,  began  now  to  grow  into  obfervation  in  the 
Weft,  and  to  attra6l  perfecution.  The  Paulicians, 
charged  with  ManichaDan  hercfies,  had  been  ba- 
nifhed  into  Bulgaria  by  the  Grecian  Emperor. 
From  thence  fomc  migrated  into  Italy,  and  others 

had  fpread  through  France  and  Ger- 
AN.  1050.  many.     Their   folemn  looks  and   ex- 
emplary behaviour  engaged  the  refpedt 
of  many.     They  bore  a  number  of  appellations, 
Fatarini,  Bulgares^  Cathari^  and  Bom  Hommes^  or 

good 
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good  mcDy  for  fiicfa  tbcy  certainlj  appared  to  be. 
Whether  the  opioioos  iropoted  to  them  be  true  or 
not^  it  19  difficoh  to  decide,  when  we  coofider  die 
ignoraoce  and  faperfiitjon  of  the  age^  and  the  en* 
inity  borne  to  whatever  deferved  the  naoie  of  Chrif- 
tian*    Certain  it  is  tbcy  were  bitterly  pcrfecoted  ; 

and  early  in  this  century,  condemned 
AX.  1017.  as  heretics  at  Orleans,  and  burned  for 

their  obftinacy.  From  the  charges  laid 
againfi  them,  it  appears,  that  revolting  againft  the 
worlhip  of  images,  purgatory,  penances^  rdics^ 
and  all  the  multitudinous  abufes  prevalent  in  the 
Church,  they  probably  carried  their  obje<3ions  to 
the  oppofite  extreme,  and  thought  (lightly  of  all 
ordinances  and  miniftcrs,  fuppoied  all  diftindions 
ufeteis  among  the  faithful,  and  facraments  unne- 
ceflary ;   confining  all  their  religion  to  fpiritual 

worihip  and  a  holy  converfation.  Con- 
Ax.  1076.  demned  afterwards,  at  a  council  held  at 

Albi,  they  gained  the  name  of  Albi- 
gcnles^  a  term  frequently  given  to  all  reputed  he- 
retics. As  their  enemies  never  produced  a  charge 
to  impeach  their  genuine  piety,  and  their  patient 
nnd  refolute  fufFcrings  fpeak  forcibly  in  their  fa- 
vour, it  is  a  ftrong  prefumptivc  evidence,  that 
tihatcver  errors  they  may  have  been  really  charge- 
able with,  and  to  whatever  blameable  excefs  they 
might  have  carried  fome  of  their  opinions,  the  root 
of  the  matter  was  in  them  ;  and  their  unpardon«> 

able 
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able  crimed  were  their  rge<SUog  the  tyranny  and 
fraud  of  a  corrupt  priefthopd^  iwhom  they  tbua  ren- 
dered inveterate  againtl  them,  and  from  whom 
they  could  expe^  no  mercy..  All  power  being  now- 
monopolized  by  thefe  partial  judges  in  their  own 
caufe,  and  the  fecular  arm  ready  to  execute  their 
fcfitences,  a  poor  Paulician  could  as  little  hope  for 
an  impartial  hearing  at  their  bar,  as  to  cicape  firom 
their  judgment. 

Ax.  109?.  The  famed  Rofcelinus,  a  chief  of 
the  diale<^ic  fe<5V  called  R^liftsy  was  accufed  of 
atheifm^becaufe  he  maintained  that  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghoft,  were  not  to  be  placed  in  the  rank 
of  names  qx  denominations ^  but  of  things  or  realities^ 
After  tedious  difputations  on  a  fubjedl  fo  abftrufe^ 
and  above  the  ken  of  human  intelle^^,  he  was  con- 
demned at  Soiflbns,  and^  driven  from  place  to 
place^  died  in  Aquitain. 

An.  1023.  A  more  abfurd  contention,  raifed  and 
maintained  by  the  monks  of  Lipnoges,  whether 
their  firfl  pretended  Bi(hop  Martial,  was  an  apoftle, 
and  one  of  Chrift's  feventy  difciples ;  after  long 
and  fierce  difputes,  at  iaft  was  by  the  Roman  Pon- 
tiff decided  in;  their  favonr.  That  abfurdities  fo 
glaring,  and  on  fubjedls  fo  trivial,  fhould  for  years 
together  engage  the  attention  of  popes  and  coun- 
cils, is  a  degrading  monument  of  the  imbecillity 

of  the  age. 
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Forms^  and  ceremonids  nlultiplied  abundantly^ 
and  were  made  of  thd  moft  fdlemtt  irti|iortance; 
The  overbearing  Gregory  Vll,  among  his  other 
preteniions,  required  all  worftiip  to  conform  to  the 
model  of  Rome.  The  Spanifh  ritual,  from  the  be- 
ginning, had  correfponded  with  the  Gothic  formula, 
and  the  Spaniards  were  reludlant  to  quit  their  an- 
cient ufage.  The  imperious  pontiff  enforced  the 
abolition.  It  was  referred  to  fingle  combat ;  the 
Gothic  champion  prevailed :  a  fecond  ordeal  by 
&e  was  referred  to  ;  the  Gothic  ritual  pafled,  it  is 
affirmed,  the  flames  unhurt.  But  Gregory  per- 
fevered.  The  Queen  Conftantia  favoured  the  Pope, 
and  King  Antonio  confented  to  adopt  the  Roman 
ritual,  in  oppoiition  to  the  wifhes  of  the  people  ; 
and  what  was  then  generally  fuppoied,  the  didlates 
of  heaven — fuch  dominion  had  the  papal  fee  af- 
fumed  over  the  confciences  of  men.  But  a  fiill 
more  glaring  abufe  followed,  in  compelling  all  the 
weftern  nations  to  ufe  the  Latin  tongue  in  the  pub- 
Ec  fervice  of  the  Church,  though  it  was  now  a  lan- 
guage no  where  fpoken,  nor  commonly  under- 
flood.  And  thus  a  new  fource  of  ignorance  among 
the  people  was^  introduced ;  and  their  prayers, 
which  had  long  been  mere  form,  were  now  abfo- 
lutely  without  any  meaning,  and  unintelligible. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


ox   THE   TRUE   CHURCH. 


MATTERS  were  verging  now  to  the  utmoft 
extreitiity.  But  God  was  providing  for  a  re- 
vival of  his  own  work  ;  and  by  few,  and  feeble 
means,  to  preferve  a  chofen  generation,  that  the 
earth  might  not  become  as  Sodoma,  and  be  made 
like  unto  Gomorra. 

I  remark  the  fame  fpirit  among  the  Neftorians, 
of  what  appears  real  zeal.  Some  hidden  ones  re- 
mained in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps.  England  ilill 
afforded  fparks  of  light.  A  few  had  not  wholly 
abandoned  truth  and  godlincfs.  The  good  pref- 
byters,  who  refufed  to  part  with  their  wives  and 
families,  and  chofe  rather  to  be  caft  out,  offered  a 
confcicntious  and  refolute  fland  againft  unchriftian 
iifurpations  ;  and  Berengarius,  the  Archbi(hop  of 
Angers,  and  others  belides  them,  held  many  of  the 
cflential  truths  of  God,  though  often  compelled  to 
conceal  their  fentiments,  by  the  dreadful  perfecu- 
tions  to  which  they  knew  they  muit  fubjcet  them- 
fclves ;  hoping  probably,  however  miftaken,  that 
they  could  do  more  good  fecretly^  than  by  raifing 

V^OL.  II.  O  a  vig- 
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a  Violent  clamour  againft  themfelves  and  their 
do6lrines^  The  example  of  Berenger  would  tend 
to  deter  the  more  eminent  in  learning  and  clerical 
advancement,  who  might  think  with  him.  But  I 
apprehend  the  number  of  fuch  was  truly  inconfi- 
dcrablc,  and  that  the  great  body  of  his  difciples, 
and  of  thofc  who.  ftill  retained  the  true  dodlrinc, 
was  to  be  found  in  the  inferior  ftations  of  the 
Church,  and  among  the  unlettered  of  the  laity : 
in  whofe  hearts  the  Spirit  of  God  continued  to  give 
the  underftanding,  which  is  after  godlincfs,  and 
who  received  tht  Scriptures  in  fimplicity  and 
truth. 

The  warmth  with  which  the  difputes  were 
managed,  naturally  awakened  general  enquiry; 
and  however  the  multitude  were  fwayed  by 
authority,  and  enflaved  with  pricft-craft,  fomc, 
many,  no  doubt,  confidcrcd  the  fubjefls  with  at- 
tention, and  formed  their  conclulions  according 
to  common  fenfe,  and  the  Scriptures.  Whiiit  Au- 
guftin,  Godefchalcus,  and  others  were  read,  fomc 
beams  of  gofpel-truth  could  not  fail  to  dart  through 
the  prevailing  gloom,  and  help  a  few  at  lead  to 
find  their  way  to  heaven  and  glory,  through  the 
one  mediator  Jefus  Chrift. 

I  cannot  but  conclude,  that  the  pcrfccutcd  Pau- 
licians  were,  at  lead  many  of  them,  faithful  fcrvants 

of 
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our  Lord.  I  am  always  loth  to  receive  thd  accU- 
fations  of  interefted  adverlaries,  eipecialiy  where 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift  is  the  fubjedl.  Whatever  mif- 
takes  thefe  men  rrt^ght  have  been  chargeable  with 
0t  firft,  often,  as  with  other  fedls,  the  drofs  has  beeft 
purged  away,  and  the  purity  of  truth  been  pre- 
ferved.  With  their  enemies  and  perfecutprs,  there 
was  evidently  nothing  but  ignorance,  infoIence> 
fermality,  fuperftition,  and  cruelty^  . 

The  difciples  of  Mctlicdius  and  Cyril,  ftill  con* 
timied  to  tranfmit  their  puret  tenets  to  their  dif- 
ciples,  who  continued  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia  % 
and  kept  alive  a  feed  counted  to  the  Lord  for  a 
generation  :  and  though  icarcdy  vegetating,  were 
preferved  in  a  fucceeding  generation  to  bring  forth 
plenteous  fruits  of  righteoufne&w 
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CENTUKY  XII. 
CHAP.  I. 

9TATX  OF   TH»  CHURCH   WITHOUT., 

THE  wcftcm  warriors  had  erefted  the  bannenr 
of  the  Crofs  on  the  towers  of  Jerufalem,  and  . 
fpread  their  trophies  on  the  walb  of  Antioch  and 
Edeila,  when  the  Mahometans  recovering  from  the 
ccmflernation  into  which  repeated  defeats  bad 
thrown  them,  rallied  their  forces ;  and  though  they 
met  an  obflirrate  refinance,  they  retorned  to  the^ 
charge^  ftraitening  the  Chriftians  in  Syria  and  PaleC- 
tine,  and  after  the  conqueft  of  Edeffa,  threatened' 
Antioch  and  Jerufalem  itfelf.  The  cries  of  the 
afflicted  reached  the  Roman  fee,  and  Europe  heard 
the  groans  of  their  brethren  with  anguifli,  and  re- 
fentmcut  of  th^jir  wrongs.  They  trembled  for  the 
fate  of  the  holy  fepulchre,  and  all  the  precious 
relics  dill  buried  in  Paleftine.  The  Roman  pontiffs 
founded  the  alarm,  and  princes,  clergy  and  people 
aflemblcd  to  debate  the  propriety  of  the  roeafures 
which  they  propofed,  and  to  contrive  the  means  of 
their  execution.  The  danger,  the  diftance,  the  ill- 
fuccefs  of  the  former  attempts,  the  dear-bought  ex- 
perience of  Saracen  valour,  and  the  inability  of 

any 
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any  fingle  kingdom  to  provide  &  ruffibidtif  fctck 
for  fuch  an  enterprife;  tKe  jcAlouiy*  of  the  rnd- 
ndfcbs  of  6ach  other ;  the  difficulty  to  tdllcB,  th6 
various  nations  under  one  leader ;  tbe(b  M  ietenltid 
to  prefent  an  infurmountabid  bayrier  td  a  iecoVid 
crufadc.  The  dreadful  effedls'  of  t)he  former  bai 
not  yet  ceafed  to  lie  felt  and  lamented.  Tbfe  Poptf  i 
propofitions  and  exhortations  were  therefore  heard 
wth  cautibil,  and  canvafled  withftut  tinthufiafml 
ft  required  fome  flaniing  fpirit  to  irtfuft  riciw  Kft 
into  the  dying  eaufe  of  crufadcSV  atiiJ  fiidb  waS 
fband  in  the  famous  Bernard,  Abbot  of  ClafrtraK 
Darting  like  lightning  from  his  convent,  his  ai^(tf 
and  eloquence  kindled  the  latent  fpark  of  zeal  into 
a  flame  through  France  and  Gemiany ;  where  this 
itin^hint  apoftle  of  the  crofs  travelled,  every  where 
furrounded  by  thoufands.  His  confident  aflurancei 
of  fuccefs  from  Heaven,  promifed  to  him,  were 
heard  and  believed,  not  only  by  the  credulous  mul- 
titude, but  by  Lewis  of  France,  his  Queen  and 
nobles  aflembled,  who  crofled  themfelves  immedi* 

ately  for  the  conflidl.  The  Empero^i 
Atf.  1 146.  Conrad,   for  a  while  demurred,   but, 

vanquiflied  by  the  powerful  arguments^ 
and  heaven-bearing  commiflion  of  Bernard,  aflbci-^ 
ated  himfelf  in  the  enterprife,  to  reap  laurels  and 
viclory,  which  muft  attend  their  ftandard,  as  God's 
infpired  prophet  had  affiired  them.  But  alas  !  the 
event  cOrrelponded*  not  with  the  predidlioti.     The 

O  3  monarchs 
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inonaFobs  with  their  armies  proceede4  by  different 
jputs  for  the  place  of  their  deflination ;  and  after 
tfh^  moft.perilqqs  aad  tedious  tr^v^ls  by  land  and 
)pea,  hrrought  qnly  the  fhattered  fragments  of  thehr 
numerojis  hofls  to  witpefs  the  Chriitian  difgrace : 
))etray€xi  by  friends;  ^^ftfpyed  by  enemies;  the 
Spirit  of  difoord  alike  prevailed  in  the  crufading 
armies,  as  amor^  the  leaders  in  Paleiline.  Tired 
gf  the  fri^itlefs  andynhappy  expedition,  they  hardly 
fet  their  foot  on  the  Holy  Land,  ^re  they  prepared  to 
TCtum  to  Europe,  and  pot  a  tenth  of  their  numer- 
ous warriors  faw  their  native  land  again.  The  pro- 
pheci^  of  Bernard  pjove4.as  falfe  as  fa^K  An.  1 1  ^3 . 

The  fampus  Saladin  taking  occaiion  of  the  weftk- 
pefs  of  the  Chriftian  caufe,  ftill  rende^red  rnor^ 
desperate,  by  the  profligacy  of  their  manners,  and 
their  mutual  difputes,  jcaloufies,  ar^d  ambition, 
fell  upon  Judea,  took  the  King  of  J^rufalem,  Lufig- 
Xiap,  prifoner  in  l^attle,  aqd  befieged  and  carried 
the  city  vyith  confiderable  refiftance.  The  defola- 
tion  was  dreadful :  torrents  of  blood  flowed  ;  thou- 
fands  and  tens  of  thoufapcls  of  mjferable  Chi:ifliaps 
were  fold  intp  captivity  ;  their  power  was  humbled 
\o  tbeduft,  and  tl^eir  name  almo(^  extingujfhed  it\ 
the  Eaft.     An.  \187. 

The  dreadful   tidings   reached   Italy  and  the 

Weftcrn  world*  like,  the  flroke  pf  the  thunderbolt* 

.••*■.■■■'       «■*..•.     ■  '  ■ .    ' '  ■      '  . 

Aftonifliment- 
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Aftonifhment,  anguifli,  and  defpair  overwhelmed 
the  Chriiiian  nations ;  roufed  by  the  dreadfulnefs 
of  the  cataftrophc,  the  mightieft  monarchs  of  Eu- 
rope ftarted  from  their  thrones,  feized  their  armour, 
and  prepared  thcmfelvcs  for  the  perilous  conflidl, 
refolved  to  conquer  or  perifh  beneath  the  walls  of 
Jerufalem.  But  the  entcrprife  correfponded  not 
with  their  ardour,  and  the  greatnefs  of  their  pre- 
parations. The  firft  aufpicious  campaign  of  the 
Emperor  Frederic,  was  quickly  followed  by  hiSx 
death,  caught  by  bathing  in  the  cold  waters  of  the 
Cydnus.  Difeafe  more  fatal  than  the  fword  of  the 
Mahomedans,  thinned  the  ranks  of  his  warriors ; 
unequal  to  any  great  ehterprife,  the  reft  difbanded, 
and  few  returned  to  tell  the  difmal  tale  of  their 
fufFerings  and  difappointment.     An,  11 90. 

An.  1191.  The  King  of  France,  Philip  Auguftus, 
and  the  lion-hearted  llichard  of  England,  each 
preflcd  into  the  fcrvice,  and  followed  the  adventur- 
ous Frederic.  They  endeavoured  to  (horten  the 
voyage,  and  to  Icflen  the  danger  of  a  long  march, 
by  an  embarkation  from  Italy  ;  and  arriving  fafe  at 
the  head  of  their  feveral  armies,  the  Saracenic  hofts 
trembled  before  them,  and  the  firft  fuccefsful  con- 
tefts  promifed  them  conquefts  and  vi6lory  :  but  the 
French  monarch  weakened  the  caufe  by  his  defer- 
tion,  and  returned ;  and  all  the  heroic  arts  of 
]^ichard  after  this  defection,  were  only  fufficient  to 

O  4  credt 
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ere6l  a  trophy  to  bis  valour^  without  procuring  aoy 
folid  advantages  for  his  brethren.  Tired  with  the 
bloody  and  unavailing  conflict  on  both  fides,  a 

ihort  truce  afforded  a  breathing  time  of 
AN.«  1 19?.  three  years,  three  months  and  three  days. 

Saladin  continued  in  pofleilion  of  what 
he  had  conquered,  and  the  Chriftians  of  the  poor 
remains  of  their  former  podcflions  :  whilft  the  no- 
ble Richard  returning  to  his  own  land  to  prepare 
for  greater  exploits,  experienced  at  the  hands  of  a 
Roman  Emperor  of  Germany,  bafenefs,  and  cruelty, 
which  an  infidel  Saladin  would  have  difdaincd  ;  and 
lingered  long  under  an  inglorious  captivity,  till  all 
hopes  in  the  Eaft  were  thus  totally  extinguiihed. 

The  miferics,  which  thefe  expeditions  occafioncd 
in  the  Chriftian  world,  are  incalculable  :  England, 
France,  Germany,  were  exhaufted  of  men  and 
money  :  all  the  countries  through  which  the  armies 
paffed,  fufFered  grievdufly ;  and  thofe  to  whole 
fuccour  they  had  haftcned,  were  now  left  to  defo- 
lation  and  dcftrudlion. 

During  thefe  dreadful  and  unprofitable  contefis, 
were  inftituted  the  three  famous  military  orders, 
which,  after  flourifliing  with  fuch  eminent  dignity 
and  wealth,  are  now  nearly  extincSf,  and  reduced  to 
the  little  ifle  of  Malta  and  its  knights;  the  hiftory 
of  which  hardly  enters  into  my  province. 

The 
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The  attempts  of  the  Chriftian  monarchs  of  the 
Weft  on  Palefline,  naturally  awakened  the  enmity 
of  the  Mabomedans.,  and  brought  the  fevere(( 
fufFerings  on  thofe  who  yet  prgfeiled  Cbriftiauity 
under  tbe  Saracenic  governments.  Theyjufily  fu(^ 
peiSted  in  every  Greek  and  Latin  a  traitor ;  and  pro- 
bably often  difcovered  their  intrigues  with  their 
crufeding  brethren.  The  crufaders  themfclves  alio 
by  their  brutality  to  their  enemies  provoked  retalia- 
tion, and  the  facrifices  though  terrible  were  juft. 
Thus  almoft  all  the  eaftern  churches  fell  to  the 
duft,  and  were  buried  in  ruins  either  by  the  ravages 
of  their  Chriftian  brethren,  or  by  the  fire  of  their 
Mahomedan  foes. 

An.  1]65.  An  event  as  inaufpicious  to  the 
Chriftian  name^  produced  in  the  north-eafl  of  Afia 
a  cataftrophe  as  grievous.  The  fuccefs  of  the  Nef- 
torian  Chriftians  had  been  raifed  to  the  higbeft: 
pitch  by  a  Tartar  chieftain,  who  had  embraced  the 
faith,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  ordained  a 
prelbyter;  whence  4e  is  ufually  known  by  the 
name  of  Prester  John.  He  had  feizcd  a  favourar 
ble  moment,  and  extended  greatly  his  dominions.: 
and  his  fame  had  reached  the  Greek  and  Roman 
Emperors,  to  whom  he  had  noticed  his  faith  and 
exploits.  His  fucceflbr  continued  under  the  fame 
title,  tbe  protedor  of  his  Chriftian  fubjc<5ts.   But  t* 
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great  conqueror  of  Afia,  Gcnghifcawn, 
AN,  1187-  overturned  his  throne,  and  overran  his 

country ;  carrying  deftrudlion  through 
China,  India,  Perfia  and  Arabia,  overwhelming 
alike  Chriftians  and  Mahomedans  with  the  fame 
deluge  of  his  Tartar  horde ;  and  eftabliihing  a  new 
cnipire  in  the  conquered  provinces ;  in  all  which 
the  Chriftian  faith  was  greatly  weakened  by  the 
ravages  of  the  conquerors.  Nor  had  the  northern 
regions  of  Europe  ccafed  to  afford  calanr^itous  in- 
ftances  of  pagan  cruelties,  where  their  power  pre- 
vailed, or  their  revolts  led  them  to  ycnt  their  rage 
on  the  niiflionarics  and  their  flocks. 

An,  1126.  Such  afflidlive  events  were  little 
compenfated  by  any  new  acquifitions  to  the  Chrif- 
tian  faith  ;  for  thefe  were  indeed  of  fo  fufpicious  a 
nature  as  hardly  to  be  reckoned  in  the  fcalc. 
Amongthefe  are  numbered  the  converfions  wrought 
by  the  zealous  Bolcflaus  of  Poland,  who  granted 
peace  to  the  vanquifhed  Pomeranians,  on  condition 
of  embracing  the  gofpel,  aftd  receiving  the  mif- 
lioharies  he  fent ;  of  whom  the  moft  eminent  and 
fuccefsful  was  Albert,  Bifhop  of  Bamberg.  For  in 
Ihofe  days,  there  were  not  wanting  bifhops  them- 
felves,  who  were  emulous  of  this  honour. 

An.  1168.  Waldemar,  the  King  of  Denmark, 
difplayed  the  like  zeal  among  the  pagan  tribes  on 

the 
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Ibe  Baltic,  againft  whom  he  led  his  vi6ioriotiil 
armies.  Every  where  he  deftroyed  all  monumenti 
of  idolatry,  and  by  the  terror  of  his  chafliifementi^ 
as  much  as  by  the  zeal  of  the  Archbifhop  of 
jLunden  and  his  aflbciates,  compelled  them  to  Tub- 
mit  to  the  Chriftian  faith  and  worfhip. 

An.  1151.  The  Finlanders  received  their  pro* 
feflion  nearly  by  the  fame  means.  The  fword  of 
Eric,  King  of  Sweden,  and  the  zealous  archbifhop 
of  Upfal,  who  accompanied  him  in  the  expedition, 
bent  their  reluctant  necks  to  the  Chriftian  yoke ; 
xmder  which  impatient,  and  not  yet  tamed  to  fiib- 
mit  to  every  prclatical  impolition,  an  angry  chief- 
tain avenged  a  penance  impofed  by  the  too  rigid 
miffionary  prelate  in  bis  murder,  conferring  on  him 
thereby  the  honours  of  martyrdom. 

An.  1 198.  The  Eflhonians  and  Livonmns  were 
ponvertcd  by  the  fame  efFedtual  means.  Mainard, 
a  canon  of  St.  Auguftin,  having  penetrated  the 
country  with  fome  merchants,  attempted  in  vain 
^he  converfion  of  the  natives.  Mortified  at  the  little 
attention  paid  to  him,  a  new  commiflion  with  the 
ppifcppat  was  conferred  on  him  by  Pope  Urban  III/ 
and  the  zealous  miffionary  bifhop  immediately 
levied  an  apoftolic  army  to  accomplifh  by  the  fword, 
5vhat  he  could  not  do  by  perfuafion  ;  and  baptifing 
pt  the  point  of  the  fpear  wrought  wonders.    His 

fucceflbrs 
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focceflbrs  ndbly  followed  (o  edifymg  an  exampla, 
till  a  new  military  order  of  knights  A:  ord  harerr, 
inftttiited  by  Fo|>e  Innocent  the  Illd^  for  that  ex* 
{Hreis  purpoie,  compleated  their  converfion,  and  left 
fcarce  a  pagan  unbaptifed.  In  return  for  which  in- 
eftimable  bleffing,  the  bifhops  and  clergy,  with  the 
knights^  only  feizcd  every  thing  valuable  into. their 
own  poflcflion,  and  took  the  government,  body  and 
foul,  of  their  greatly  obliged,  certainly  greatly 
humbled  converts. 

An,  1124 — 115'4.  The  Sclavonians  flill  numer<*- 
oQsand  very  abhorrent  of  Chriftianity,  called  forth 
the  military  zeal  of  Henry,  Duke  of-Saxony,  and 
the  miffionary  labours  of  Vicelinus,  confecrated 
Bifhop  of  Oldenberg.  He  is  faid  to  be  a  man  of 
moft  eminent  excellence,  and  to  have  wrought 
wonderful  convcrlions  among  them.  I  can  only 
obfcrve,  that  all  thefe  miffionaries  fecm  to  have 
bifhoprics  in  view,  and  princes  with  their  power  at 
their  elbow;  circum (lances,  which  render  the  truth 
of  their  piety,  and  their  Chriftian  labours  and  real 
fucccfs  confiderably  fufpicious. 

Such  acquifitions  as  thefe  could  hardly  be  called 
additions  to  the  Chriftian  pale.  The  converts 
changed  their  idols  only  for  faints,  and  Friga  for  the 
Virgin  ;  and  they  worfhipped  them  nearly  with  the 
fame  ceremonies.    Of  the  dodrincs  of  revelation^ 

they 
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they  continued  as  ignorant^  as  their  lives  were  the 
reyerfe  of  the  pradtice  it  enjoined ;  and  herein  their 
apoftles  themfelves  too  frequently  kept  them  com- 
pany :  but  they  were  all  taught  the  fign  of  the 
crofs ;  to  make  the  proper  genuflexions  and  falu- 
tatioris ;  were  brought  to  pay  tithes  and  oblations 
to  the  clergy ;  and  to  profefs  obedience  to  the  fee 
of  Rome,  the  firft  article  of  the  catholic  creed  of 
thofe  days,  and  more  eilential  than  all  the  reft ;  and 
lb  far  by  the  military  power,  which  accompanied 
them,  and  the  lying  miracles  with  which  they  im* 
pofed  on  thefe  illiterate  barbarians,  they  at  lad 
efie6tually  prevailed.  All  bowed  the  knee  to  the- 
SomaQ  pontiff  and  his  booted  apoftles. 

The  Saracens  in  Spain  maintained  their  empire, 
and  their  love  of  icience,  whilft  their  neighbours 
were  exhaufting  themfelves  in  diftant  expeditions, 
and  leaving  behind  them  the  moft  beautiful  coun* 
tries  of  Europe  under  the  Mabomedan  ^^okc. 


aup. 
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tBB  iNTfiRl^AL  STATE  OF  THB.CHUKCH* 

* 

THOUGH  ignomnce  profoutid  generally  pre* 
vailed^  there  were  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft^ 
men  of  genius  and  letters^  who  fiill  figured  among 
the  learned.  The  Greeks  ever  fuperior  to  the  La- 
tinSy  produced  writers  of  fbme  eminence ;  and  the 
pc^triarchs  of  O)nftantinople  cultivated   fciencCi 

t  V 

efpecially  the  Ariftotelian  philofophy,  among  their 
clergy,  that  they  might  be  better  able  to  difpute 
againH:  their  adverfaries*  But  it  mud  be  acknGt^-^ 
ledged,  that  the  famed  Bifliop  Euftathius's  com- 
ment upon  Homer,  far  exceeds  any  fimilar  com- 
ment on  tlie  Scriptures  in  that  day. 

The  weftcrn  world  attempted  feme  revival  of 
literature,  and  from  the  famous  Saracenic  fchoolsj 
to  which  from  England,  as  well  as  all  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, the  dcfire  of  information  brought  a  multitude 
of  {Indents,  a  number  of  dodlors  ifliied  forth  tocn^ 
lighten  their  countrymen  with  the  fclences  t  and 
academies  were  opened  fdr  teaching  them  in  thd 
principal  cities.  Among  thefe  the  univeffity  of 
Paris  was  particularly  famous,  and  furpaffed  th^ 

ddei' 
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elder  eftablifliment  at  Oxford,  which  Alfred  is  laid 
to  have  founded,  and  which  continued  alfo  to  proi^ 
per  greatly.    Montpelier,  Bologna^  Salcrnum,  w<*re 
feverally  renowned  for  law,  phylic,  and  philofophy, 
and  vied  with  each  other  in  celebrity.     The  feven 
liberal  fciences  divided  into  the  trivium,  or  three 
initiatory  Ones,  grammar,  rhetoric  and  logic,  and 
the  quadrivium,  arithmetic,  mufic,  geometry  and 
aftronomy,  were  now  comprifed  under  the  name  of 
philofophy ;  and  theology,  jurifprudence  and  phyfic, 
were  added  to  the  circle :  the  latter  were  particu- 
Urly  taught  in  fome  fchools,  according  to  the  learn-  ' 
cd  profcffion  which  each  (Indent  was  defigned  to 
purfue. 

« 

An.  1137.  The  Arabians  were  the  great  mafters 
of  phyfic.     From  their  univeriities  the  firft  ele- 
ments of  the  fcicnce  were  derived ;  and  the  writings 
of  their  phyficians  particularly  read.     What  gave 
a  peculiar  brilliancy  to  the  ftudy  of  jurifprudence 
was  a  cafual  difcovery  made  at  Amalfi,  in  Italy,  of 
the  long  loft  pandedl  of  the  Emperor  Juftinian, 
containing  all  the  Roman  laws,  which  the  inunda- 
tions of  barbarians  had  for  ages  buried  in  duft  and 
obliv;^on,  and  fupplanted  by  their  fcvcral  barbarous 
cuftoms,  and  oral  traditions;    a  divcrfity  which 
rendered  the  adminiftration  of  civil  and  criminal 
jullicc  fo  very  different  in  the  various  countries  of 
Chriftendom.    But  no  foone,r  had  this  ancient  code 

appeared. 
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ippeared,  than  it  was  fhidicd  with  avidity,  and  al- 
moft  univerfaUy  adopted  as  the  rule  of  adminiftra* 
tion  of  juftice*  England  being  nearly  fingufar  iu 
reje^Sing  it,  and  adhering  to  her  own  common 
Ifiw,  and  ancient  cuftonas. 

An«  1 130-^1 140.  The  Roman  poirt^fK,  Mger  t6 
leize  evefy  oecafian  of  confirfniiig  sUid  enlarging 
their  jnnfAAion,  immediately  formed  tb^  feheme 
of  modellisg  their  ecclefiaftic^  regimen  orf  the 
plan  of  the  admired  panded ;  and  Gratian,  it  monk, 
under  the  patronage  of  Eugeniu^,  produced  that 
arrangement  cajled  the  decretals,  being  a  cblledlicto' 
of  pontifical  edi6ls  and  canons,  which  mightily 
contributed  to  fubjeft  the  world  to  the  popifti  ca- 
non law,  as  to  the  Roman  civil  law ;  the  fiudy  of 
both  which  was  united,  and  tending  greatly  to  en- 
rich its  profeflbrs  and  exalt  the  dominion  of  Rome 
over  the  Chriftian  world,  became  a  great  favourite 
with  the  Pope  sa^d  his  partifans ;  it  continues  to 
this  day,  in  a  meafure,  in  proteftant  as  well  as  po- 
piih  countries :  and  many  of  its  abfurd,  debafing 
and  tyrannical  canons  have  been  made  the  engines 
of  oppreffion,  and  pointed  againft  thofe  who  have 
rifen  up  to  witnefs  againft  the  abufes  of  popifh  and 
prelatical  tyranny* 

But  though  a  revival  was  attempted  in  the  re- 
public of  letters,  and  many  fet  themfelves  with  zeal 

to 
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to  excels  we  (baS  be  fiully  difappointed  if  we  ex« 
pe&  to  meet  with  eitber  experimental  philofopby^ 
or  ibuod  divinity.  The  metbod  of  tuition  in  th6 
ichools  was  ftill  firangely  abfurd  ;  and  tbe  nuitters 
wbich  exercifed  the  fubtleties  of  difputation^  and 
afforded  fame  to  the  combatants^  were  ridiculous 
and  trifling  beyond  meafure.  Such  we  may  reckon 
tbe  great  contefts  between  tbe  realjfis  and  mmi^ 
nalffis ;  tbe  fubtle  queilions  of  fcholadic  theology, 
kifignificant  in  their  nature^  and  exciting  an  acri^ 
mony  in  their  disputes,  as  difgraceful  as  the  Tub- 
jedi»  d^Hiteid  were  contemptible*  It  would  lead 
0ie  too  ^  to  enter  into  the  jargon  of  the  fchools ; 
I  ibihU  content  myfelf  with  juft  producing  the 
'  greateft  and  moft  admired  theologian  of  the  age^ 
wbofe  writings  were  abundantly  more  (ludiedthan 
tbe  Scriptures^  and  held  in  higher  admiration. 

An*  1164.  Peter  Lombard,  (o  called  from  bis 
country^  produced  a  famous  body  of  divinity,  which 
gained  him  the  eminent  title  of  majier  of  ihefeiu 
tenets.  So  high  was  his  reputation,  that  the  greateft 
men  of  that  day  u&d  bis  treatifes  as  the  text  boo!;, 
of  theological  ledlures,  and  wrote  long  and  pro« 
found  comments  on  tbe  admired  prelate's  perform- 
ances. '  Lombard  profefled  V^  comprize  the  whole 
circle  iif  theology  in  fouribooks.  Xhefirft,  of  God 
and  bis  mode  of  fubfiftence — ^the  fecond,  of  angels 
and  men,  their  creation  and  fall ;  original  and  ac« 
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tual  fin ;  gnotf  mi  'pfedeftkiation«--4he  Ijbtrd,  oT 
the  incarnation  of  Chrifty  ttie  ^fta  and  graces  of 
fats  {pirity  and  cbriftimii  morris— -tiie  (ourtK,  tfae-na- 
tore  of  the  facraments^  and  the  four  laft  Ijbings. 
Thefe  all  coniifted  of  compilations  from  the  ia^ 
there ;  and  as  their  contradi^ons  were  endkHs, 
and  their  ftntitnents  m  m^ny  of  thde  things  dia^ 
metricalfy  opp&&tc,  the  learned  th6ologifl  laboiired 
to  reconcile  them,  and  to  fortti  one  uniforiit  nafii 
of  catholic  doctrine  from  the  jarring  elements. 
Whoever  of»ens  the  bode  and  reads  a  fihgle  (M^^ 
Ivill  find  abundance  to  ezercife  his  rifible  mnicles^ 
and  make  him  iiand  aftonifhed  at  the  teibecillHy 
of  an  age^  that  could  admire  lind  adq>tfuchab* 
/urdities.  The  celebrated  Bacon  has  left  us  a  curi* 
ous  Ibftimony  of  the  veneration  in  which  thefe 
works  were  held,  and  how  much  the  apoflles  and 
prophets,  and  the  Scriptures  of  infpiration  were 
placed  below  the  mafier  of  the  fenteneeSy  end  -his 
divine  works  of  theology.  It  is  an  addrefs  to  Cle- 
ment IV. 

>  ^,The'batchelor,"  fe)^  Bacon,  ^*  who  reads  the 
^'  Scripture,  gives  place  to  the  reader  of  thefen^ 
^^'tences^  wh*>  ev^y  where,  and  among  all,  is  "ho- 
**  noiircd  and  preferred.  The  reader  of  the  fen- 
^  tences  has  his  choice  of  -the  moft  eligible  time, 
••  i^d  holds  a  cell  and  foclety  with  the  religious  r 
^  but  the  biblical  reader  ftes  neither  \  and  mn(i 
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•*  beg  for  ifncfc  an  hoaf  as  the  rtftder  <jf  the  fen-* 
**  tefic«^  id  pleafed  to  atfigo  iAm.  Be-whoreftdft 
'^  the  Lombttrditte  thefis,  inay  finy  i^heni  4i^ti8 
^  afid  be  deemed  k  mfier  \  he  who  veads  the 
^  tttt  d^ScAriptdre  is  admitted  to  no  fuch  honeun 
^  Thte  sMuMity  Of  this  condinft  te  evident !  to 
^{daee  in  fo  lYiferior  a  ilalibh  4he  theological 
^  ttadef  of  the  ftd-ed  texl^  beoeaCh  bibi  who  reads 
*1!te  toiaftefr  of  ftfe  ftnterices.*' 

Air.  1 14*.  Of  riB  the  Itten  famou*  m  that  day; 
inext  t6  Lotobard  Was  Abelard.  Deeply  v^t^  in  all 
(he  Atfffeteliaii  fifbtleties^  he  introduced  them 
alike  into  philofojihy  and  divinity,  and  produced  a 
jttetixod  of  ihcologtea!  teaching,  into  which  every 
vain  t]tieiKcm  ahd  cutioiis  Tpeeulation  was  intra** 
tluced,  and  difpoted  with  all  the  pomp  of  wifdom^ 
the  profundity  of  inveftigation>  the  immenfity  of 
genitss>  afhd  the  acrimony  of  pdtidn.  lb  lhe& 
iubde  doAon,  and  their  theological  fditiols,  the 
youth  of  Europe  attached  themfelvcs ;  heafd  with 
bonder  tte  dept)is  of  their  unintelligible  fcience^ 
and  took  a  fierce  interest  In  the  decifion  of  theft 
Qiirteanfhg  tontroveriics. 

''IflKii^-vkfHft'^dek^  ndveHhria,  who  atttanpted 
grtuAetr  itttpltdfy,  find  dlTedted  hightff  fpifitdaiity. 
'tHHfetfett  cfilled  hihlkal  dhmei :  as  they  eohfit>6d 
tb«in(HvTs  to  the  faered  oracles  chi^y,  stid  rejeA- 

P2  cd 


814  iMPiUHTXAXi  HI870RT  Of         [Per.  dk 

ed  all  tbe  miierable  hrrago  of  the  fcbools.  Whilft 
fbe  nyJKa,  abandoning  tfaen^elves  to  an  imagined 
inward  light  and  teaching,  looked  f<^  immediate 
impuHes,  and  depended  upon  what  they  called  iU 
Itnmnatipna  of  the  fpirit*  Tbefe,  though  borne 
down  by  the  fuperior  multitude  of  their  more  pitv* 
found  theological  brethren^  maintained  a  long  and 
ftout  war  of  jxdemic  difputation ;  and  council  upoii 
council  became  neceffiuy  to  maintain  the  peace  of 
tbe  Church  againft  the  violence  of  theie  oppo- 
x^nts ;  and  to  bridle  the  licentious  rage  c{  dii^ 
pixting  about  intricate  and  dangerous  theological 
ojnniom.  Even  Lombard  fell  under  ceoiune^  and 
Abel^rd  was  condemned  as  an  heretic.  Though 
the  fchdaftic  divinity  flill  maintained  its  ground^ 
and  flouriflied  till  tbe  days  of  the  Refocmation. 

In  this  war  of  words^  truth  axid  godlinefi  fufier- 
ed  alike.  To  be  an  acute  difputant  was  much 
more  coveted  than  to  be  a  faimible  Chriftian  ;  and 
viftory,  won  by  the  moft  intricate  fubtleties  of 
(bphifmSy  crowned  the  warrior  in  tbe  fcbools  far 
beyond  all  the  acquirements  of  the  fimplicity  which 
is  in  Chrift.  The  wifdont  fiom  above,  which  is 
pure,  peaceable,  eafy  to  be  ititreated,  full  of  good 
fifuits,  without  wrangling,  and  without  li3rpocriiy, 
was  in  little  requeft  in  that  (|ay.  The  moft  fubtie 
in  diftindliQns — ^the  moft  violent  in  argument,  and 
the  moil  obftinate  in  perfeyerance,  were  cfteemed, 

the 
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tbe  moft  devated  theologians.  True  religion  was 
loft^  not  merely  in  endlefs  forma  and  ceremonies 
of  worfliip  paid  to  iaints  and  angels^  multiplied 
without  meafure ;  but  in  a  labyrinth  of  intricate 
quefiions»  and  an  ignorance  of  divine  principles 
fad  prwSdct,  truly  deplorable. 

The  manners  of  the  clergy  afforded  the  mofl 
encouraging  ground  of  licentioufnefs  to  their 
Aocks.  Simony  and  concubinage^  however  iharply 
condemned^  continued  to  prevail ;  and  we  have 
only  to  read  the  works  of  the  famous  St  Bernard^ 
to  know  how  deeply  the  monaflic  orders,  as  weU 
as  pontifis  and  bifhops^  were  funk  in  profligacy 
and  in  fuperftition.  A  fbonger  and  more  accurate 
expreffion  cannot  be  formed,  than  the  Scripture 
offers  of  the  ilate  of  that  mifcaVed  Chriiliaa 
Church,  ^^  the  great  whore  which  fitteth  on  the* 
^^  many  waters."  It  is  afilidtive  to  dwell  on  theffi 
iceuics :  ye  will  deplore,  and  pais  them  by, 
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ON  THE  GOVSRNl^ENT  OVn^I|l&  CQUXCir,  tOmT^ttS^ 
HBRESIES^  RITES  AND  CEREMONIES. 

THE  ggrerqcnent  of  tbe  Church,  m  pne  de- 
ipotic  head,-  was  the  darling  ots^ecft  purfiie(| 
by  ail  tbe  Ronian  poolfifi^.  Bat  the  Cooflanftiiq- 
pohitta  {iatnaicis^  ftiU  inaiDtained  bis  hidqxiiMieBC^ 
}j[  mot  hur  ibpvemacjif;  and  all  the  eflfoirts  of  thp 
€ffeek  emperars^  ^^^  ^^^^  political  H^t^^ib  conn 
pellcd  them  to  court  the  fupport  of  Rome^  could 
not  preveil  tnrer  the  dergy  to  fobmiil  tolba  Roman 
^e.  Tbe  attempts  to  vecoocile  the  two  gceat  pa- 
triarpbs  only  widened  the  bceacb.  The  Greeks 
feoght  bard  fer  their  own  biffaop,  and  would  ad« 
mit  nq  pre-etninpnce  or  jjurifdidlion  of  tbe  Latir^ 
prelate.  In  argument  and  learning  tbe  fcalc  pre- 
ponderated  in  favour  of  Conftantinople;  but  powerj 
l«rcalth,  and  numbers  were  on  the  fide  of  Rome. 
To  this  day  the  conteft  fubfift$. 

One  nearer  at  hope,  and  more  important  ftill, 
palled  forth  the  aAivity  and  all  the  intrigues  of  the 
papal  fee.  The  fubje<Sl  of  inveftltures  was  again  con- 
teftcfj  jj^tl^  all  the  arms  of  leaven  and  earth.   The 
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Pop9  haviDg  debauched  an  unnatural  ion  to  rebel 
againft  hia  gallant  father^  boped^  by  dethroning^ 
his  reiblute  foe^  Henry  the  Fourth^  and  raifing  tha 
parricide  and  rebel  to  the  empire^  that  his  gralU 
tilde  would  concede  the  important  point  in  dil^^ 
pute.  He  was  miftaken  :  and  the  impions  aUbla- 
tion  granted  to  him  and  his  fubje<Sls  fh>m  allcgi-s 
ance  to  his  ^ther^  failed  of  transferring  it  to  the 
fee  of  Rome.  When  feated  firm  on  the  thrpiM^ 
Heoiy  y.  ailerted  his  rights  againft  the  papal 
claims^  as  vigoroufly  as  his  dethroned^  father  hadjr 
done.    The  diiappointed  and  exafperated  pontiff 

renewed  his  decrees  and  anath^aa; 
AK.  1 1 10»  and  Henry  having  appeafed  tbq  dillurh^ 

ances  and  wars  at  home^  began  his 
march  to  humble  the  proud  prelate^  as  cringing  in 
the  hour  of  danger^  as  inibleut  in  the  moq^ient  of 
profperity.    The  matter  was  attempted  to  be  ac-^ 

commodated^  when  a  new  tumult  a| 
AXf.  1 1 1  i  •  Rome  provoked  the  Emperor  to  feize 

and  imprifon  the  trembling  ponti(r; 
and  there  extort  from  him  the  fulled  concefHona 
to  obtain  his  liberty.  But  the  fpirit  of  the  man 
was  unchanged ;  the  fpirit  of  the  Roman  hierarchy 
unfubdued  ;  the  clamours  of  his  clergy  were  viQr 
knt ;  the  agreement  was  difannullcd  ;  and  a  new 
council  called^  in  which  the  Pope  lamented  his 
fallibility  and  error^  and  again  deprived  the  Em- 
peror of  the  right  of  inveflituret.    His  eii^commu*- 
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AM.  1112.  teoce  ^ainft  die  heretic  who  miglit  le- 

bel,  and  moidcr  his  frther  with  inipii- 
Ittty,  (book  the  pllan  erf*  the  throne  which  he  had 
isfurped.  The  princes  of  Germany  revolted ;  his 
own  people  were  ready  to  withdraw  their  allegi- 
ance. Juft  vengeance  rouied  the  fpirit  of  the  Em- 
fcror  againft  bis  former  patron,  Fafcal.  The  Pope 
fled  CO  bis  approach,  and  endeai-ouring  to  engage 
his. Norman  auxiliaries  to  recover  bis  royal  ieat  of 
Kome,  be  finifbed  bis  days  amidft  tbele  military 
preparations.  A  icbifm  in  the  popedom  follow* 
ed«  Calixtus  the  Second,  a  man  of  temper,  en- 
ileavoared,  after  ibarp  conflicts  with  the  Anti- 
pope,  to  heal  the  breach ;  and  by  yielding  to  the 
Emperor  the  point  of  Hgbt  aqd  regality,  but  change 
ing  the  mode  of  inveftiture  to  (ave  the  honour  of 
the  fee,  the  peac^  of  tlie  Church  was  reflored. 
Ak.  1122. 

Air.  1155 — 1177.  But  this  peace  was  not  long 
after  difturbcd  by  a  frefti  fcbifm  in  the  papacy. 
The  contefts  of  pride  and  ambition  in  the  Church- 
fire  a  mortifying  fubjed.  At  Rome  we  find  no- 
thing  elfc.  One  breach  is  fcarcely  healed  before  a 
wider  is  opened.  The  difpute  was  revived  by  the 
Pope,  Adrian  II.  with  the  Emperor  Frederic  I.  and 
infolenqe  prevaiftng,  the  Emperor,  after  years  of 
contefts  with  fucceeding  jpopes,  -wa^  compelled  tq 
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Iramble  himfelf  to  the  proud  pontiff,  Alexander  III. 
The  fame  domineering  prelate  attempted  to  inter- 
fere in  the  EngliOi  government ;  dif- 
AN.  1164.  pleafed  with  fome  ftatutes,  enaiScd  at 

Clarendon,  which  brought  the  clergy 
under  refponfibility  to  the  law.  Beckct,  the  arch- 
biihop,  and  partifan  of  the  Roman  lee,  after  the 
moft  infufferable  r&s  of  infolence  againft  the  king, 
though  treated  with  a  condefcenfion  of  which  he 
was  unworthy,  continuing,  during  the  king's  ab- 
sence in  France,  his  prelatical  arrogance  againft  the 
eftabliftied  laws,  fuftered  by  the  hands  of  aftaflins ; 
and  though  the  king  in  no  meafure  countenanced 
the  deed,  yet  having  in  an  irritated  ftate  CTCprcflcd 
his  indignation  againft  that  monftcr  of  ingratitude, 
he  was  charged  with  abetting  his  murder,  and 
eompdled  to  fecure  the  peace  of  his  kingdom  by 
iubmitting  to  an  humiliating  penance.  Whilft 
Beckct,  who  dcferved  to  be  hanged  as  a  traitor, 
was  canonifed  among  the  firft  of  Englifh  faints; 
and  his  aitar  attended  with  more  oblations  than 
even  the  Virgin  Mary,  or  Chrift  himfelf  Ax. 
J473. 

An.  1179.  A  third  Lateran  council  confirmed 
and  enlarged  the  papal  jurifdiftion.  From  Rome, 
indeed,  what  could  flow  but  tyranny  ?  The  mode 
pf  election  to  the  tiara  was  unchangably  fixed — 
heretics  were  to  be  proceeded  againft  with  fire  and 
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fword — ^and  as  the  gainfol  trade  of  canoniiatiofm 
and  the  Tale  of  indulgences  increaiedy  thefe^  with 
otber  greater  caufes,  fuch  as  creating  kingdoms, 
aod  conferring  titles  on  their  inonarcbs,  were  ii^ 
future  wholly  to  be  coniiivcd  to  the  papal  fee. 

As  nothing  promifed  a  more  lucfative  brancb  of 
trade  tlian  the  fale  of  indulgences,  thefe  were  pe- 
culiarly monopolifed  by  the  politic  pontiffs.  The 
bifhopB  bad  fuppofed  thenifelvcs  pofl^iled  of  the 
right  of  grantiog  exemption  fron^  the  penahi^  im- 
|>ofed  by  the  Church  on  tranfgrcfibrsy  asul  com- 
muting the  punifhment  for  money  to  be  applied  to 
cfunritaUc  ufcs.  The  popes^  who  claioied  to  be  alone 
entitled  to  apply  the  keys  to  the  Church's  trea* 
fttry  of  works  of/uj>ererogafionj  proceeded  one  ftep 
farther,  and  aflumed  authority  of  exempting  the 
offender,  not  only  from  all  ecclefiajlic  punijhment^ 
but  from  all  fuffering  for  fm  in  an  eternal  world-^ 
a  prerogative  which  gave  infinitely  greater  value 
to  the  indulgence,  which  in  that  cafe  ccmld  never 
be  purchafcd  too  dearly.  , 

From  fuch  corruption  in  the  head,  what  could 
be  ex  peeled  in  the  members,  but  jnft  what  is  re- 
corded. The  grofleft  frauds,  the  prpfounde^  ig- 
nomace,  and  diflblution  of  manners  without  a  co^ 
vcri ng.  The  monkifti  orders  attempted  to.  be  re- 
♦bra^.cd  by  the  Abbot  of  Clugni^  maiatain^d  aoj 

the 
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tlhe  aufterity  of  their  rulcs^  amidft  the  wealth  and 
pdieffioiis  heaped  upon  them«  The  Ciftertians, 
ttheir  rivals  for  public  eftimationy  fupported  by  the 
great  St.  Bernard^  and  from  him  called  fiemardln^ 
roie  high  in  repute  for  fan<Siity.  Jealpuiy  pro* 
dttced  quarrels  and  mutual  criminations,  and  a 
difpote  «bo^t  a  grant  of  exemption  from  tythes 
waa  prefecuted  vfith  the  fharpefi  animolitj. 

The  canons^  who  now  taught  the  public  rcbooI% 
rifing  in  veneration  and  attrad^ing  liberal  dona- 
tions, awakened  the  envy  and  enmity  of  the  monkiih 
prders ;  and  bitter  difputes  for  pre-eminence  mark* 
jsd  the  kind  of  Chriftianity  for  which  they  con- 
tended. 

Wber^  fo  much  was  to  be  got,  the  hot-bed  of 
monachifm  produced  a  plenteous  crop  of  new  or- 
ders, of  Fontevraud,  Premontr^,  Carmelites,  &c. 
pne  of  which  began  with  a  fingle  jack-ais,  and  in 
a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time  poflefled  a  tboufand 
abbeys,  three,  hundred  provoilfhips^  innumerable 
priories,  and  Ave  hundred  nunneries.  But  none 
for  antiquity  dared  conteft  with  the  Carmelites ; 
the  difciplcs  of  the  prophet  Elijah,  their  patron  and 
founder,  and  ever  fince  his  days  inhabitants  of 
Mount  Carmei ;  affirming  that  from  bis  bald  head 
^e  clerical  tonfure  was  derived.  It  required,  in- 
^deed^  an  age  of  folly  to  fwallow  frauds  fo  grois, 

and 
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and  prctcnlions  fo  ridiculous.  But  from  the  trifling 
contentions  of  monks,  for  wealth  and  pre-emi- 
nence, we  turn  to  greater  among  the  Greeks,  in 
which  the  Emperor  himfelf  entered  the  polemic 
Ifffs,  **  Whether  the  incarnate  Gk>d,  was  at  once 
^  offerer  and  oblation  V*  "  What  was  the  meanir^ 
•*  of  the  words  of  Chrlft,  '*  My  father  is  greater 
"  than  I  ?"  in  which  the  royal  difputant  employed 
the  argumentum  baculinum,  againfl  thofe  doctors 
who  prefumed  to  differ  from  his  opinion,  by  de- 
priving them  of  their  honours  and  benefides^  and 
by  denunciations  of  death. 

The  Latins  had  yet  a  wide  field  fbr  controverfy 
in  the  various  fentiments  held  refpedling  the  body 
of  Chrift  in  the  EucharifV  ;  which  Rupert  revived, 
with  other  difjputed  opinions,  concerning  the  effiffs 
of  the  dtvlne  will.  But  a  more  important  matter 
was  long  and  hard  fought  by  the  feveral  partisans, 
rcfped^ing  "  the  immaculate  concepiifm  of  the  Virgin*^ 

to  which  a  feftival  had  bppn  confecrated 
AX.  1 140/  by  the  church  of  Lyons.     St.  Bernard 

difputed  flrongly  the  truth  of  the  fa<5l ; 
but  the  current  of  fuperftition  here  ran  againft 
the  laii)t,'  fufficicntly  credulous ;  and  the  Virgin 
Mary  flood  fo  high  in  the  favour  of  the  Chriflian 
populace,  that  every  thing  derogatory  to  her  ho- 
nour, was  treated  as  the  highefl  blafphemy.  The 
conr:q;tion  immaculate,  and  the  feftival,  with  all 
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its  rites  and  ceremooif^s  appurtenant^  were  therer 
fore  efiablifbeci  with  a  high  band.  The  new  fonois 
of  worfl^^.  invented^  and^bc  nmltipli/ed  additions 
to  the  old,  exerciied  the  brightcft  geniufes  and 
the  greateft  cbaraders  of  tf)e  age,  each  feeking  hv 
bimfelf  a  name,  in  his  fuperabundant  devotion,  and 
veneration  for  the  iaints  and  their  relics,  tbei  holy 
images,  and  the  virgin  ;  with  all  the  motley  far- 
rago of  lights,  crucifixes,  vefbneuts^  incenie,  and 
gtfnuflexions. 

*- "  ■ 

Refpedling  the  herefies  of  this  century,  the  an- 
cient ones  feem  to  have  been  forgotten,  and  others 
of  a  different  kind  awakened  the  enmity,  aud  ex* 
citod  the  perfcculion  of  the  eccleilaitical  pouxrs. 
In  the  Eaft,  and  in  the  Weft,  the  enormous  wealth, 
iniuiferabie  pride,  and  evil  examples  of  the  prieil-i 
hood  revolted  many :  and  the  faithful  witnefl^ 
againft  the  abufes  of  the  clergy,  and  the  fuperfti- 
tious  pra<5lices  of  llie  age,  were  furc  to  be  loaded 
with  every  calumny.  The  acculations  againft  thefe 
reformers,  charged  with  multiplied  herciics,  and 
heightened  by  all  the  bitternefs  of  malevolence,  are 
always  to  be  heard  with  caution  and  juft  fufpicion* 
Lying  for  the  honour  of  the  Church,  had  long  fincc 
been  fandioned  by  the  authority  of  fomt  of  the 
fathers,  as  no  evil,  but  rather  meritorious.  Indeed, 
in  thefe  days  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  the 

very 


iterj  oppofition  fytmfsd  agftfaift  the  IbanMoos  iin^i* 
{x^ons  nf  the  eeclefiaftics^  would'  be  apt  t6  lead 
inen  into  the  oppofite  cxtremtSj,  aild  td  dot^refbrm 
tefbrmatioD.  Hence^  perh&par  ibme  things  truly 
bhxn^ble^  were  chargeable  upon  th6fe>  who>  on 
fte  whoIe»  were  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  and 
fincerely  meant  the  honour  of  the  Chriftian  iiame^ 

Such  were  the  Euchites,  or  praying  mm,  in  the 
Eaft*  Abhorrent  of  the  formality  and  fiipcrfti* 
tions  around  them,  they  gave  themfelves  Up  to 
iprayer  and  contemplation.  They  feem  tb  have  been 
either  a  branch  of  the  fnyjites,  many  of  whom  in 
fifence  and  fecret  worlhipped  God  ;  or  more  pro- 
Ittbly  of  the  PoulicianSy  as  they  were  charged,  like 
them,  with  Manichean  hcrefies !  but  theif  moft 
revolting  crime  was  their  diflike  of  the  prieftly 
power  and  arrogance. 

The  BogomltcSy  feem  to  be  of  the  (Stne  f^ce,  as 
their  name  fignifies,  criers  for  mercy.  Their  leader 
Was  put  to  death,  but  his  fdlowers  remained.  Va- 
rious heretical  opinions  and  fanatic  pra£tites  are 
hnputed  to  them. 

In  the  Wert,  a  multitude  of  fc<Slarie&  arofe,  hold- 
ing a  mixture  of  truth  and  error :  wifhing  a  refor- 
mation of  Inany  things  in  the  Church,  and  giving 

occafion 
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occaiioii  to  their  ad vcriarics  to  change  them  with 
errors  and  praAices,  as  bl^meable  as  thofe  which 
th^  condemned. 

The  Cathari,  or  Puritans,  faid  to  be  a  branch  *f 
the  PauHciaiis,  excited  the  bitternefs,  abufe,  -arid 
perfecution  of  the  abbot  Bernard,  Evervinus,  and 
Egbert,  They  were  widely  diffufed  through  the 
fotitb  of  France,  Piedmont,  Flanders  and  Milan* 
Many  things  are  laid  to  their  charge  by  their  bigot 
enemies,  which  they  knew  not ;  more  are  mifrepre- 
fented :  but  from  their  own  fticwing,  even  by  thtf 
teftimony  of  their  perfecutors,  in  doArinc  they 
were  as  found,  as  in  condu(5l  exemplary.  If^  ill 
emerging  from  darkncfs  Ibme  millakcs  mingled 
with  the  truths  they  held ;  if  poor,  and  generally 
flfiterate,  they  were  lefs  able  to  leave  defences  of 
their  own  tenets  and  pra6lices ;  the  reprcfentatioiW 
of  their  adverfaries  are  to  be  weighed  with  the 
more  caution  ;  but  even  thefe  furnilh  abundant 
arguments  for  their  excellence.  Their  rigid  au-* 
fterity  is  among  their  crimes;  few  were  equal,  it 
is  faid,  to  the  demands  of  the  mod  perfc6t  clafs  t 
into  that  the  reft  of  the  fraternity  were  only  ad-« 
mitted  on  their  dying  beds.  Moft  of  the  follow- 
ing, cftcemed  heretics,  were  probably  of  the  feme 
denomination. 


Air. 
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An.  1 1 2O4  Peter  de  Bruys,.  in  Provence^  was  at 
the  head. of  the  {tA  called  from  him  Petrobrufiansu 
He  inveighed  again (i  the  yices  and  fuperflitions 
of  the  timeSy  and  boldly  attacked  the  eccIeiiaAical 
tyranny  and  abufes  of  Rome  sls  anti-chriilian.  The 
enraged  clergy  itirred  up  the  populace^  and  be  was 
burnt  alive^  not  judicially,  but  in  a  tumult^  raifed 
by  the  priefts.  Indeed,  had  be  been  heard,  the 
moft  profitable  articles  of  their  trade  had  been  ut-^ 
terly  depreciated  ;  as  he  denied  the  efficacy  of  in* 
dulgcnces,  and  affirmed,  that  the  prayers  or  ob]a« 
tions  of  the  living  could  be  of  no  avail  to  the 
dead — be  aflerted  alfo,.  that  the  body  of  Chrift  was 
only  in  the  Eucharift,  in  figure^  not  rWi/y-— -that 
crucifixes  and  all  the  objedls  of  fuperfiitious  devo* 
tion  were  abominable — that  churches  had  no  pe-^ 
culiar  fanc^ity,  but  that  God  might  every  where 
be  Icrved  acceptably  by  his  fpiritual  worfliippers* 
Thcle  and  other  like  tenets,  highly  oflfenfiveto  the 
prielthood,  he  maintained  with  fuch  zeal,  fomefay 
enthufiafm,  as  brought  him  to  his  untimely  end* 
But  the  conviclion  of  the  truths  which  he  preached 
did  not  die  with  him. 

Ax.  114/..  A.  monk  and  hermit  of  Laufanne, 
named  Henry,  turned  itinerant,  and  went  about 
declaiming  powerfully  againft  the  clergy,  their  vices 
and  fupcrliitions.     St.  Bernard  encountered  and 

routed 
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routed  the  impertinent  reformer ;  and  feized  by 
iEV>pe  Eugenius  the  Third,  he  was  condemned  in  a 
<x>uncil  at  Rhcims^  and  conligned  to  a  priibn, 
where  he  quickly  ended  his  futferings. 

An.  1115.  A  inore  exceptionable  charadlef, 
"whether  a  lunatic  or  impoflor,  at  Antwerp,  -is  faid 
to  have  given  himfelf  out  as  the  Son  of  God.  What 
he  really  taught  is  difficuU  to  know,  amidfl  the 
nxHifirous  and  improbable  abfurdities  kid  io  bis 
<)harge.  Certain  it  is,  he  inveighed  fiercely  againft 
the  pride  and  fcandals  of  the  dcrgy,  and  was  mur- 
ilered  by  a  furious  ecclefiaflic.  But  his  followers 
farviyed  him. 

An.  1139.  Arnold,  of  Brefcia,  occafioned  more 
tumult  and  difturbances.  Condemned  by  Pope 
Innocent  II.  he  retired  for  a  while ;  but  returning 
to  Rome,  in  the  next  pontificate,  he  fiirrcd  up 
that  people,  always  difpofed  to  revolt  againft  their 
lordly  mafters :  and  after  caufing  much  fedition, 
was  feizcd,  crucified,  and  burnt.  His  endeavour 
to  ftrip  the  clergy  of  their  pofleflions,  and  to  re- 
duce them  to  a  moderate  fubfiftence  from  the 
•people,  was  high  treafon  againft  the  Church,  and 
punifhed  accordingly.  Yet  he  left  a  fpirit  that, 
burned  for  reformation,  though  fupprefled  by  the 
ftron^  arm  of  power. 


Vol.  II.  Q  K^^ 
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An.  116o.  But  the  mod  zealous  and  fuocc&fbl 
reformer  of  the  age  was  Peter  Waldus^  or  Valdus, 
a  name  derived  from  thofe  whofe  principles  he  had 
adopted.  He  had  been  a  merchant  of  Lyons,  but 
imbibing  from  the  Waldenfes  a  tafle  for  the  Scrip- 
tures, he  procured  a  prieft  to  tranflate  for  him  the 
four  gofpels,  with  other  books  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  into  French.  The  diligent  perufal  of  tbei^ 
not  only  opened  his  eyes  to  the  reigning  errors 
and  profligate  nianners  of  the  clergy,  but  animated 
him  with  holy  zeal.  He  quitted  his  profeffioPy 
diilributed  his  whole  fubflance  to  the  poor^  and 

forming  congregations,  who  embraced 
AN.  1 1 80.  his  opinions,  he  began  boldly  to  preach 

and  teach  the  doArines  of  vital  Chrii^ 
tianity,  and  to  remonflrate  againfl  the  ignorance 
and  vices  of  the  age.  The  Archbifhop  of  Lyons 
and  his  clergy,  fired  at  thefe  reproaches,  endea- 
voured to  filence  this  new  apoftle.  But  the  purity 
of  his  life,  the  difinterefted  charity  he  difplayed, 
the  fimplicity  of  truth  which  he  taught,  and  the 
zeal  with  which  he  enforced  his  exhortations, 
awakened  deep  concern  in  many,  and  procured 
him  a  number  of  faithful  aflbciatcs  and  fellow 'la- 
bourers. Thefe  formed  numerous  fbcicties  in 
France,  Italy,  and  throughout  Europe.  Nor  could 
the  mod  furious  perfccutions  raifed  againft  them, 
orthe  murders  committed  upon  them  by  the  ana- 
themas 
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tiicmas  of  the  Church,  dcprefs  their  courage,  or 
reduce  them  to  filencci 

The  dodlrines  which  thefe  taught,  and  the  prac^ 
tices  they  recooimended,  were  generally  fuch  as 
the  Proteftants  have  fince  adopted ;  with  the  ex- 
ception of  fome  few  things,  which  they  feem  to 
have  carried  to  extremes,  as  is  too  frequently  the 
cafe  with  all,  who,  fore  under  the  feeling  of  former 
abufes,  have  not  learned  to  moderate  the  rigor  of 
reform  by  the  true  apoilolic  modeli 

They  admitted  the  eftabliflied  orders  of  bifhops^ 
jMTcfbyters^  and  deacons,  though  under  a  different 
name :  but  they  fuppofed  they  mull  be  men  dead 
to  Uie  world,  and  deftitute  of  wealth,  earning  by 
ibme  honed  occupation  their  own  bread,  without 
burdening  the  congregation.  They  regarded  the 
riches  which  had  been  poured  in  upon  the  Church, 
as  one  of  the  chief  fources  of  its  corruption.  They 
little  efteemed  the  fcientific  purfuits  or  fcholaftic 
theology  in  vogue,  prefeiring  for  the  miniftry  the 
men  of  the  moft  devoted  zeal  and  exemplary  piety, 
to  all  the  learning  of  the  fchools.  They  fuppofed 
every  man  of  the  congregation,  who  poflefled  abi- 
lity, and  felt  himfclf  fo  difpofed,  might  exhort  and 
pray,  confirming  the  hearts  of  the  difciples.  The^ 
denied  all  efficacy  of  relics,  prayers,  penances^  to 

Q  2  procure 
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procure  pardon  for  iin,  which  God  through  Chiift 
alone  could  beflow.  They  afierted,  that  confeifioa* 
to  a  pried  was  ufclefs,  as*  any  enlightened  brother 
Gould  equally  advife  and  admoni(h  :  they  regarded 
with  horror  the  idea  of  purchafed  difpeniations 
and  indulgences,  as  the  fraud  of  faccrdotal  avarice^ 
They  rejedled  all  the  penetentiariesy  and .  their  ajb- 
furd  prefcriptions  ;  and  defired  that  the  fimple  an- 
cicnt  difcipline  in  every  congregation  fhould  be 
reflorcd.  They  defpifed  all  fervlccs  for  the  dead 
as  ufcleis  ;  regarded  the  purgatorial  fire  as  a  cht* 
raera,  defigncd  only  to  rob  the  credulous ;  and 
affirmed,  that  the  ftatc  of  depart(rf  fpirits  was  ir- 
revocably fixed  for  hell  or  heaven,  the  moment  of 
their  departure  from  the  body.  They  renounced 
all  dependence  upon  iaints  or  martyrs,  the  crucifix, 
or  the  Virgin,  and  only  truftcd  upon  the  finifhed 
redemption  of  Jcfus  Chrift  for  life  and  falvation. 

Their  Chriflian  walk  was  remarkably  circum- 
f[/ccl.  In  ibmc  particulars  they  feem  to  have  mif- 
taken  the  dire^lory  of  our  Saviour,  which  they 
profeflcd  in  all  things  to  follow.  But  their  very 
errors  had  an  amiable  objcd  in  them,  which,  if 
we  cannot  vindicate,  we  fliall  cafily  forgive.  To  aU 
the  generally  received  duties  of  gofpel  obedience^ 
rhry  added,  the  unlawfulnefs  of  wars  of  any  kind— 
they  forbad  all  felf-dcfcnce  and  law-fuits — they  rc- 

fufed 
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fiifed  oaths  of  every  ibrt— queftiohcd  the  right  of 
jHitting  the  mod  criminal  to  death — and  coo^ 
denmed  all  accumulation  of  wealth.  They  wero 
not  Entirely  united  in  all  their  opiitions^  which 
ibme  carried  much  farther  than  others.  Some 
fuppofed  the  Church  of  Rome  a  true  Church, 
though  greatly  departed  from  original  fimplicity  j 
others  regarded  her  as  wholly  apdftate^  and  doom^ 
ed  in  the  head  and  members  unto  wrath  to  the  ut* 
termoft.  Some  impoied  on  themielves  peculiar 
ielf-denial  in  meat,  drink,  clothing,  prayer,  and 
failing.  Others,  efteemed  Icfs  perfedl,  conformed 
to  the  general  cuftoms  in  matters  of  indifference, 
but  with  the  utmoft  (implicity  and  frugality, 
avoiding  every  appearance  of  pride,  oftentation,  or 
luxury.  Indeed,  their  laborious,  induflrious  habits 
engaged  them  nearly  to  approach  each  other,  with 
v6ry  little  inequality  of  wealth  or  ftation.  Wifdom 
and  fuperior  piety  alone  feem  tP  have  conferred 
pre-eminence. 

Befides  thefe  poor  and  defpifed  followers*  of 
Waldus,  who  wonderfully  multiplied  through 
France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy,  a  variety  of  ab- 
furd  and  fanatical  fedls  arofe  from  the  fermenting 
corruption  of  the  age.  The  Pafagini^  who  ufed 
circumcifion,  and  were  half  judaical.  The  Capu^ 
thh,  who  bore  on  their  caps  an  image  of  the  Vir- 

Q  3  gin, 
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gin^  and  pretended  to  level  all  mankind  to  primi- 
tive equality  by  the  abolition  of  all  diftin(5lions  of 
men  in  ChurcB  and  State.  The  Apofiolics^  who 
profefled  to  be  purely  apoftolical,  poor,  laborious, 
illiterate^  bearded,  aiid  living  in  celibacy,  though 
accompanied  by  a  female  lifter,  with  whom  they 
did  not  cohabit.  Eon^  a  madman,  gave  himfelf 
out  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  drew  a  multitude  of 
difciples  after  him.  He  was  condemned  by  the 
Pope,  as  a  heretic,  to  perpetual  imprifonment, 
when  he  ihould  have  been  put  under  medical  care 
for  recovery. 

Tl)e  fuppreffion  of  all  thefe  was  the  objeft  of 
clerical  jealoufy  and  perfecution.  Many  of  them 
fell  before  the  vi6lorious  argyments  of  St.  Bernard, 
the  cenfures  of  the  Church,  and  the  fword  of  the 
civil  power.  But  others  took  deep  root  and  fpread ; 
for,  as  is  often  the  cafe,  the  zeaj  of  the  reformers 
was  but  fharpencd  by  the  fufferings  to  which  they 
were  expofed.  Highly  as  I  refpciSl  a  late  ecclcfi-  ' 
aftical  hiftorian,  I  am  aftonifhed  at  his  attempt  to 
enrol  Bernard  in  his  catalogue  of  evangelical  re- 
ligion. Saint  added  to  fuch  a  name,  would  be 
impious.  However  orthodox  fome  of  his  fenti- 
ments  may  be,  can  falfe  miracles,  lying  prpphe- 
pies,  bloody  perfecutions  of  the  faithful,  and  fer- 
ffitijde  to  the  papacy  and  her  dominion,  conftitute 

a  faint 
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a  faint  of  the  firft  water  ?  A  proteftant  divine 
diigraces  his  page  by  thefe  commendations^  and 
renders  even  the  truths^  which  he  fupports  and 
contends  for  as  evangelical^  fufpicious.  Non  tali 
auxilio  aut  defmjonhus  iji'is  ofus  eglt*  He  might 
have  found  nobler  champions  than  the  fuper- 
ftitious^  fraudulent^  bitter^  and  bloody  Abbot  of 
Qairval. 


Q  4  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

r 

^  CS  THE  TRUfi  SPIRITUAL  CHURCH  OP  CHRIST. 

WHEN  abufi^  are  advancing  to  the  extreme^ 
they  frequently  produce  their  own  reforrft. 
Such  was  the  cafe  at  prefent.  The  exorbitant 
vealth  and  extravagant  preteniions  of  the  clergy, 
awakened  the  attention  of  many  ;  and  Ibme  more 
zealous  than  the  reft,  and  more  iijielligent  and  in- 
quidtive,  began  to  read  the  vScripturcs,  and  difcover  , 
the  multitude  of  prevailing  abufes,  and  boldly  to 
remonflrate  againft  them.  Thefe  were  branded 
with  a  variety  of  approbrious  names  by  their  hU 
gotted  adverfaries,  as  Manichcans,  Paulicians,  Ca-. 
thari,  &c.. 

Among  thefe,  under  their  faithful  leader,  Peter, 
the  Waldcnfes,  who  had  long  fubfified  in  the  Pais 
dc  Vaud,  from  whence  they  had  their  name  of 
Vaudois  and  Valdenfes,  were  the  moft  diftinguifh- 
ed.  Some  fuppofe  the  name  derived  from  an  emi- 
nent teacher  named  Waldo,  a  cotemporary,  and 
aflbciate  with  Berengarius.  Certain  it  is,  from  the 
teftimony  of  their  inquifitorial  enemies,  as  well  as. 
their  friends,  that  they  had  fubfifted  for  centuries 
paft  in  the  yales  of  j^'iedmont.     They  are  faid  by 

Mijeftrich^ 


f 

Gent.  12.]      THE  CHURCH  OP  CHRIST.  ^39 

Mdeilricht  to  have  written  againil  the  errors  of 
popery  before  the  year  1000 :  and  by  Poplienerus, 
to  have  been  difFufed  widely  over  the  weftcm  world. 
They  were  condemned  as  "  damnable  heretics*'  by 
Alexander  the  Hid,  at  the  fynod  of  Tours,  in  the 
year  1 1.63,  and  faid  to  have  been  long  fince  fpread 
through  the  diftrid  of  Touloufe.  After  all  the  havoc 
inade  by  the  bloody  inquiiitors,  they  continued  fo 
numerous  that  the  archbifliops  of  Aix,  of  Aries,  and 
pf  Narbonnc,  informed  the  Pope  that  it  was  irn- 
poffible  to  build  prifons  fufficiently  capacious  W 
hold  the  heretics,  or  to  procure  them  food,  and 
therefore  defired  his  holjnefs  to  advife  what  (hould 
be  done.  "  All  thefe,"  fays  Mezeray,  "  held  almoft 
^^  the  fame  opinions  as  thofe  who  are  now  called 
^'  Calvinifts.'*  From  France  they  croflcd  the  feas 
into  England  ;  and,  as  appears  by  the  perfecution 

which  was  raifed  again  ft  them  by  Henry 
AN.  ll6o.  II.  and  his  popifh  biftiops,  had  widely 

difFufed  their  dodlrine,.  and  become  ob- 
ledls  of  prelatical  odium.  Clark,  in  his  Marty rology, 
records  about  twcnty-€h)inent  witncflcs  in  England 
before  WicklifF,  and  obferves,  that,  "  though  many 
^*  times  the  faints  pf  God  were  compelled  to  hide 
^^  themfelves,  and  underwent  grievous  perfecutions, 
♦*  yet  he  ftill  preferved  a  feed  alive^  to  bear  witncfs 
f*  againft  the  ^nti-chriftian  corruptions."  Thus  in 
niajay  lands  the  feeds  of  goipel  truth  and  future  re- 
ffNrp[fatjoti  were  difperfed^  and  henceforth  the  per- 

fecution^ 
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fecutxons  raifed  againft  them  demonftrate  the  wide 
fpreading  contagion  of  what  the  enemies  of  true 
Cliriftianity  branded  as  hercfy.  From  their  in- 
creafing  numbers  and  their  attempts  to  ftem  the 
torrent  of  fuperftition,  they  grew  into  obfervation  ; 
and  though  inferior  in  rank,-  comparatively  few^ 
prophcfying  in  fack-clotb,  and  expofed  to  every  in- 
fult  and  fufFering,  it  was  evident  the  Lord  had  not 
forfakcn  the  earth,  nor  left  himfelf  without  wit- 
ncflcs. 

And  not  only  among  thefe  and  others  which 
have  been  mentioned  was  a  holy  feed  preferved, 
but  in  the  Eaft,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  yet 
fervcd  God  in  fpirit  and  in  truth,  whether  under 
the  denomination  of  Myfiics,  Paulicians  or  Nef- 
torians.  And  in  the  Greek  Church,  amidft  the 
general  degeneracy,  fomc  of  the  poor  of  the  flock 
probably  were  prcferved  from  the  prevailing  igno- 
rance and  fupcrftitions,  efcaping  like  Job  with  the 
ll^in  of  their  teeth. 

The  difputes  that  were  afloat,  however  ridiculous 
and  unprofitable  many  of  them  might  be,  kept 
crK]uii7  awake,  and  called  for  inveftigation  of  the 
fathci-s,  and  fomc  times  at  lead  of  the  facred  records ; 
and  if  borne  down  by  numbers,  and  deterred  by 
danger,  many  in  filence,  or  among  a  few  of  their 
confidential  friends  held  the  truth,  in  the  light  and. 

the 


CJcnt,  12.]       THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST.  235 

the  love  of  it,  here  and  there,  both  in  the  Eaft  and 
Weft,  a  daring  fpirit  ventured  to  promulge,  what 
he  believed  to  be  true  and  important,  and  fufFered 
for  the  teftimony  he  bore. 

It  is  evident  in  France,  England,  Switzerland, 
Lombardy,  Moravia,  and  Bohemia,  there  was  ftill  a 
poor  and  fcattcred  people,  who  dared  to  be  ling;u- 
lar ;  and  probably  throughout  the  Chriftian  worl4 
a  generation  of  a  like  fpirit  mi^^ht  be  found,  though 
their  obfcurity  of  ftation,  difpcrfion,  and  fewncfs  in 
number  brought  them  not  into  obfervation,  nor  cx- 
pofed  them  to  fach  perfccution  as  would  render  . 
them  objects  of  hiflory.  The  true  kingdom  of  God 
comcth  not  with  the  outward  parade  of  human 
grcatncfs;  it  is  not  of  this 'world;  it  is  hid  with 
Chrift  in  God,  and  fo  probably  will  be  to  the  end 
of  time  ;  until  the  glory  pf  the  latter  day  (liall  pro- 
duce a  general  and  blcfrcd  diflnfion  of  gofpel  truth 
and  power  throughout  the  world,  and  ufher  in  the 
reign  of  grace  and  righteoufncfs,  when  the  king- 
doms of  the  earth  (liall  become  the  kingdoms  of 
the  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift. 


» 
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CENTURY  Xni, 
CHAR  I. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  OUTWARD  CHURCH. 

FRESH  fcencs  of  blood  disfigure  the  face  of 
the  Chriftian  world.  The  Roman  pontiffs 
had  reaped  fo  many  advantages  from  the  zeal  of 
the  crufaders,  that  they  pertinacioufly  adhered  to 
tbefe  holy  expeditions,  from  which  they  fo  abund- 
antly filled  their  coffers  by  donation's  or  purchafes 
of  thofe  who  emigrated,  or  from  the  indulgences 
and  abfolutions  granted  to  others,  who  in  a  fit  of 
^eal  having  crofled  themfelves  chofe  to  ftay  at 
home,  and  reap  the  benefits  without  (baring  the 
toil  and  danger.  It  had  been  fufficiently  con- 
demnable  to  have  turned  their  weapons  unprovoked 
againfl:  the  Saracenic  hofts ;  but  when  the  fame 
cruiading  rage  is  directed  againfl:  Chriftian  brethren 
ynder  the  pretence  of  herely ;  and  murder  fanc- 
tioned  under  the  name  of  zeal  for  truth,  horror 
fliffcns  at  the  fight ;  aind  waits  to  fee  the  divine 
vengeance  inflicftcd,  when  to  thofe  who  are  drunk 
with  the  blood  of  the  faints^  God  will  give  them 
^lood  to  drink. 

Thp 
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The  declining,  or  rather  defperate  ftate  of  the 
CXiriftian  Church  in  Paleftine  roufed  the  zeal  of 
Innocent  III. ;  and  the  trumpet  was  again  blown, 
that  the  European  princes  and  people  might  fly  to 
the  fuccour  of  the  holy  city.  But  their  zeal  had 
been  frozen  up  by  the  ill-fuccefs  of  paft  efforts,  and 
they  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  pontiff's  call.  A  few 
animated  French  nobles  leagued  with  the  Vene* 

tians,  and  ftimulated  by  the  holy  father, 
AN.  1203.  roufed   themfelves  to  the  battle;  but 

they  flopped  fhort  in  their  career.  Ann- 
bilious  candidates  for  the  throne  of  Conflantinoplo 
tempted  them  on  their  march  to  turn  afide,  and 
the  fwords  fharpened  for  the  necks  of  the  Saracens, 

were  died  in  the  befl  blood  of  Greece. 
AN.  1204.  Twice  the  city  of  Confiantinople  was 

taken ;  that  decaying  empire  rent  in 
twain  ;  a  Grecian  and  a  Latin  Emperor  contend- 
ing for  dominion  ;  whilfl  the  Mahomcdans  were 
ready  to  fall  upon  both,  alike  weakened  by  their 
divifions.  During  this  couflidt  of  more  than  fifty 
years,  till  Michael  PaUeologus  recovered  his  im- 
perial city,  thefe  Chriftians,  inflead  of  falling  on 
their  foes,  devoured  one  another.    An.  1261. 

An.  1217.  A  new  crufade  was  therefore  urged 
by  a  fuccceding  pontiff,  Honorius,  and  an  army 
levied  under  Andrew,  King  of  Hungary,  and  many 
princes  of  the  empire  and  Italy  :  but  the  general 

in 
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in  chief  returned  to  Europe ;  and  after  a  gleam  of 
fuccefs^  deftrudion    from  famine  and  the  fword 
loft  Damietta,  the  fortrefa  which  they  had  gained; 
and  the  army  mouldered  into  duft. 

An.  1223.  Thcfe  miferies  and  misfortunes  cool- 
ed not  the  zeal  of  the  Pope  and  his  legates,  whofe 
gain  bore  a  proportion  with  the  crufaders'  lofles* 
Frederic  the  lid,  the  German  Emperor,  enlifled 
under  the  banner  of  the  Crofs,  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  holy  fee ;  but  detained  by  domeftic  difficulties, 
he  deferred  from  time  to  time  the  execution  of 
the  project,  which  he  had  truly  at  heart ;  till  the 

ftimulus  of  papal  excommunication, 
AS.  1227.    launched  againft  him  by  Gregory  IX. 

accelerated  his  motions ;  though  he 
appears  to  have  highly  1  efcntcd  the  papal  infolence, 
and  in  a  letter  to  the  King  of  England,  Henry  the 
Third,  charged  that  audacious  fee  with  juft  crimi- 
nations of  dvaricc,  ambition,  hypocrify,  and  pre- 
tenlions,  againft  which  every  crowned  head  fhould 
be  on  their  guard.  The  expedition  of  Frederic  w^as 
fuccefsfuU  His  f<irce  awed  the  fultan  of  Egypt ; 
and  he  obtained  without  bloodfhed  by  treaty,  and 
a  truce  Tor  ten  years,  what  the  others  had  fought 
by  arms  in  vain.  Crowned  King  of  Jerufalem, 
with  great  pomp,  he  returned  to  Italy  to  appeafe 

the   difcords   which    the  ambition   of 
AN.  1229.  Rome  had  fomented   in  his  abfence; 

and 
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and  inftead  of  tie  flattering  reception  he  juftiy 
hoped,  he  met  the  moft  infolent  reproaches  from 
the  Pope  and  his  partifans,  whofe  fchcmes  of  ag- 
grandifennent  he  thus  difappointcd. 

An.  lisg.  At  the  expiration  of  the  truce,  ihe 
Pope  founded  the  tocfin.  Theobald,  King  of  Na-. 
varre,  and  many  French  and  Germmi  tiobks  em- 
barked in  two  frefh  expeditions,  both  df  which  end-. 
ed  in  confufion  ;  chiefly  owing  to  divifions  between 
the  Knights  Templars,  and  the  Knights  of  Jerafii- 
1cm,  fomented  by  the  perfidious  prelate  of  RonEiCt 
in  oppoiition  to  the  Emperor,  whofe  party  in  PaleP 
tine  he  wiflied  to  weaken.  Richard,  Earl  of  Cora*- 
M'uU,  followed  with  as  incffb<9:ual  efforts,  and  an  in- 
glorious truce  was  all  he  could  obtain.   An.  1241. 

As.  1248.  The  King  of  France,  St.  Lewis,  a 
title  dearly  earned  by  cruCiding  folly,  in  confc- 
qucnceofa  vow  made  on  occafion  of  his  recovciy 
from  a  dangerous  illnefs,  failed  for  Egypt  at  the 
bead  of  a  numerous  army,  with  all  the  benediiUions 
and  afllarancc  of  fucccfs  which  Rome  could  befiow*; 
but,  alas !  the  fame  fcene  was  renewed ;  a  mo- 
mentary fuccefs  was  followed  by  famine,  pefiilcncc 
and  defeat;  the  King  himfelf,  his  two  brothers,, 
and  all  his  army  were  taken  prifoners  by  the  Sara* 
cens,  and  compelled  to  ranfom  himfelf  by  a  fum  of 
money,  which  his  kingdom  could  with  difllculty 

produce. 
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produce^  and  to  whici)  the  Pope  contributed  not  a 
Kvre :  leaving  behind  him  in  the  fands  of  Egypt 
the  corples  of  his  numerous  hoil^  and  out  of  two 
thoufand  eight  hundred  knights  of  illuftrious  fame 
who  accompanied  him,  only  one  hundred  faw  their 
native  land  again.  The  deiblation  and  impoverifh- 
ment  which  this  caufed  in  the  kingdom  of  France^ 
mail  have  been  deplorable;  and  the  (late  of  Chriiii- 
anity  in  the  Eaft  more  defperate  than  ever. 

An.  Iftyo.  Lewis,  fuperftitious  as  valiant,  and 
elevated  by  the  cqmmendations  of  the  pontiff  for 
his  zeal  towards  t*he  catholic  church,  meditated 
the  recovery  of  his  blafted  fame,  by  a  renewed  ex- 
pedition againft  the  infidels ;  and  chufing  Africa 
for  the  icene  of  his  conqtiefts,  failed  for  the  bay  of 
Tunis,  hoping  to  reduce  to  the  Chriftian  obedi- 
ence, that  vanquifhed  and  apofiate  country,  and 
to  recover  the  treafiires  he  had  expended ;  but  the 
fame  calamities  overwhelmed  him.  Peftilence  de- 
voured more  than  the  fword,  and  he  died  inglori- 
ous on  the  bed  of  difeafe :  his  army  reduced,  his 
conquefls  abandoned,  and  the  remnant  glad  to  re- 
tire to  their  own  coafts,  and  leave  the  vidlorious 
Saracens  matters  of  the  Eaft.  Thus  ended  thefe 
ipiferable  arid  fanatic  crufades,  with  the  lofs  of 
millions  of  men ;  the  defolation  of  the  countries 
which  were  the  fcenes  of  confli(Sl ;  the  impoverifh- 
mept  of  Europe ;  and  the  difgrace  as  well  as  de- 

ftrudlion 
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ih-udlion  of  all  who  iengaged  \n  them.  The  laft  of 
the  eaftera  pofleffions^  Ptolemais,  yielded  to  the 
Mahomedan  yoke  before  the  end  of  the  century, 
and  th<i  fotialleft  veiHge  of  the  Chriftian  power  ;v^a8 
obliterated^    An.  1291. 

It  18  (hocking  to  reflect  on  thefe  etpeditiotos  to 
which  the  Chriftian  zeal  fcems  to  have  been  pecu- 
liarly direded  by  the  craft  of  the  fee  of  Rome^.  The 
liberal  and  plenary  indulgences  granted  to  the  war- 
riors, engaged  the  mod  profligate  to  Cam  the  re- 
miilion  of  their  fins,   and  fecure  a  certainty  of 
heaven^  by  enlifting  under  the  banners  of  the  Crofs. 
Their  lives  continued  the  fame,  and  the  records  of 
their  abominations  remain.    Their  friends  fuffered 
from  them  as  much  as  their  enemies,  and  they 
were  nearly  as  much  dreaded  by  thofe  whom  they 
came  to  defend,  as  by  thofe  they  meant  to  conqu^,- 
The  turbulent  paffions  of  ambition  fermented  in' 
every  bofom  ;  and  the  Popes  always  jealous  of  the- 
Emperors,  and  feeking  to  exalt  themfelves,  foment- 
ed by  their  intrigues  and  theii"  legates,  the  divifiotis, 
which  proved  more  fatal  than  the  arms  of  the 
Saracens ;  difappointed  the  beft  concerted  enter- 
prifes,  and  defeated  the  mod  profperous  commence- 
ments.    To  this  chiefly  is  the  ruin  of  the  Chriflian 
caufe  to  be  imputed,   which,  never  fhould  have 
been  fupported  by  weapons  of  this  warfare :  but 

Vol.  II.  R  G04 


Qod  juftJy  thus  puniflbed  wicked  and  felfe  Chrii^ 
tians  by  their  own  hands^  and  their  own  devices^ 

The  northern  pagans  had  not  yet  wholly  fub- 
mittcd.  The  barbarous  Pruffians  obftijaately  re- 
tained the  worfhip  of  their  Gods.  As  miflionary 
;ical  was  ekbcr  intimidated  or  proved  ta  be  vain ; 
more  eflfe<9ual  methods  were  purfued  by  Conrad, 
Duke  of  Maflpvia,  and  the  Knights  of  the  Teutonic 
Ord^r,  who  driven  from  Paleftine,  were  ftill  ready 

to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Church  againft 
AN.  12S0.  all  infidels.   A  long  and  bloody  warfol- 

lowedv.  The  fuperiority  of  mifitary  Ikill 
^  kft  vanquilbed  pagan  valour^  and  tbofe  who 
^ould  not  be  baptifcd  in  blood  were  compelled  to 
iubmit  to  the  water  of  baptifm  and  the  fign  of  the 
erofs.  Livonia  is  faid  to  have  received  the  fame 
treatment,  and  its  inhabitants  became  good  Chrif- 
tians,  and  obedient  to  the  Roman  fee,  for  that  was 
now  thecflence  of  Chriftianity. 

Spain,  long  flourifliing  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Caliphs,  divided  into  principalities,  and  weaken- 
ed by  quarrej-s  among  themfelves,  became  an  eafier 
conqneft  to  its  former  maftcrs.  The  Chrifiians 
rallied  under  their  leaders :  conqueft  after  con- 
qneft, Caftile,  Arragon  and  Navarre,  reduced  the 
Saracenic  territories,  and  prepared  for  the  fall  of 

Va!entia> 
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Valentia,  Grenada,  and  Murcia,  which  yet  remained 

to  their  former  pofleflbrs.  Tbofe  ^hti^' 
A».  1236.  after  many  efibrts  to  convert  them,  rd- 
fistfed  to  Miirri  to  the'  Chriftian  pale, 
\(rcre  by  the  titlc^riftian  influenec  of  Clement  IV. 
compelled  to  abandon  their  cbflfitry,-  and  leave 
thofe  fruitful  fields' which  thdr  indurtrycultivatdl,' 
a  defert ;  and  fueh  they  remain  ttnto  tliis  day. 

■Not'  were  the  dcfolations  of  the  Chriftian  naihifr 
in  Alia  fcarcely  left  affliQive:  thfoogh  traces  ftill 
remained  of  Neftorian.  ^eal  in  China  and  T&rtarjrl 
The  Mogul  mafters  now  become  Mahomedans^ 
oppreffed  them,  but  employed  not  the  Woody  meatif 
which  Chriftians  ufcd  with  Chriftians;  they  put 
<hem  under  tribute,  they  propofed  to  them  everj^ 
allurement  (o  apoftatize,  biit  they  neither  burnt 
nor  dragooned  them,  as  their  own  brethren  in  thet 
Weft  were  doing. 

» 
The  rifing  hofls  of  rebels  againft  the  holy  fee 
alarmed  the  pontiffs,  more  than  all  the  conqueft* 
of  the  Saracens,  and  therefore  againft  them  during 
this  century  the  weapons  of  war,  eccjcfiafticel  and 
civilj  were  particularly  (harpened.  It  would  bettMi 
extenfivi  a  field  to  recount  all  the  perfons,  namfei 
and  fedls  that  called  forth  the  Roman  furv,  Thd 
heavieft  weight  fell  uppn  the  fouth  of  Prance*^ 
w^ere  undef  the  general  title  of  Albigenfes  and 

R  2  Waldenfeg, 
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Waldenfes,  were  comprised  all  who  refiiled  the 
claiiQS  of  papal  dominion^  and  refufed  to  comply 
^ith  fhe  imperious  dkSlates  of  its  pontiff,  or  wi/hed. 
reformation  m  the  Churchy  both  in  its  head  and 
members^    Raimond  VL  of  Toulou^^  in  whole 

territoiy  this  hereiy  was  fuppofed  to  pre* 
▲K.  1209.  vaii^  in  vain  attempted  to  ward  off  de«- 

iirud;ion  from  himfelf  by  embracing  the 
papal  party :  blood  and  mailacres  ruined  his  country^ 
and  Montfort^  who  bad  the  honour,  or  rather  the 
\,y  di^race  conferred  on  him,  of  executing 

A)L  i^i5«  the  papal  decrees  againft  thefe  heretics^ 
/  ,  ,  zealouily  accomplifhed  the  mandates  of 
^is  bloody  employersi  that  he  might  gain  the  do« 
minions  of  Raymond  as  his  reward ;  with  which 
be  was  folemnly  invefled  for  hi3  fupport  of  the 
6a,ufe  of  God  and  the  Church ;  but  the  firuggle 
ended  not  with  the  deaths  of  the  firft  combatants. 
Another  Raymond,  and  another  Eari  of  Montfort 
renewed  the  conflicft,  and  the  great  King  of  France, 

Lewis  VIII.  engaged  by  the  folicitations 
kjn.  1229.  and  promifes  of  the  Pope,  caft  his  enor- 
mous weight  into  the  fcale  again  (I  the 
poor  perfecuted  Chriilians  ;  and  he  and  the  Pope 
divided  the  fpoil  of  the  vanquifhed  count  of  Tou- 
loufe.  The  inqoifition  eftabliihed  in  this  .capital 
pioufly  laboured  to  extirpate  by  fire  and  imprifon* 
ment,  the  remains  of  the  pretended  heretical  crew. 
The  plea  was  hercl}^^  but  the  real  moving  caufe  was 

ambition. 
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ambition^  pride  and  avarice.  Yet  after  thoufands 
upon  thoufands  facrificed  on  the  Romifh  altar  of 
Molocb,  by  inquifitors  fiUed  with  every  demoniacal 
principle  of  cruelty  and  hatred^  t|ie  caufe  bad  taken 
too  depp  ixx>t  to-bc'^tirpated ;  and -though ^up- 
prefled  in  one  part  broke  out  in  another^  till  the 
happy  day  of  reformation  came,  and  the  tyger  lio 
longer  permitted  to  ravin  as  before,  was  chained, 
and  now  through  mercy  his  teeth  are  drawn  and 
bis  claw9  fo  pared,  that  thoii^  fiill  perpfiitted  to 
occupy  his  den,  he'  is  becxmie  defpiied  and  con- 
temptible, and  his  end  approaching  :  and  old  as  I 
am,  I  hope  to  live  to  fee  the  Scripture  fulfilled-— 
*^  Rejoice  over  her  ye  heavens,  8j:c."  Rev.  xviii.  20. 

Note. — It  is  fcarce  two  years  fince  this  expe6la- 
tion  was  exprefled.  The  events  which  have  fince 
happened  have  hafi:ened  the  period  with  a  rapidity 
then  little  expedted. 
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CHAP.  11. 

THE  INTBRirAlb.  STATB  OF   THA  CHURCB. 

THE  delblatioas  without  were  great,  but  the 
dlforders  within  were  great<^.  The  eaftern 
patriarchy  like  the  fun  in  a  mift)  (horn  of  his  beams,, 
iaw  bis  greatnefs  decline  with  the  empire ;  whilft 
in  the  Weft,  the  Roman  pontiff,  ^//iisjf  in  the  temple 
cf  Godyjhewed  himfelf  as  God;  afluming  and  exer- 
ciiingy  as  far  as  circumnances  admitted,  univerfal 
i^uthority,  and  riHng  in  the  full  fplendor  of  majefiy 
over  all  pcrfons  and  caufcs  fupreme. 

The  maxim  eftablifbed  by  the  Popes  and  their 
partifans,  was,  that,  "  all  governors,  civil  and  ec- 
*^  clefiaftical,  derived  all  lawful  authority  from  the 
"  Roman  fee,  and  its  pontiff  as  Chrift's  vicegerent 
"  upon  earth."  Emperors  and  biiliops  were  alike 
to  be  fubjeft  to  their  controul,  and  all  ecclefiaftical 
benefices  might  be  difpofed  of  by  them  of  their 
proper  right.  But  the  monarchs  being  not  quite 
paffive  either  in  Germany,  France,  or  England, 
thefe  lordly  claims  were  rejedled ;  and  though  a 
thoufand  encroachments  were  fubmitted  to  in  an 
hour  of  weaknefs,  they  ftruggled  hard  to  prcferve 
their  regalities,  and  to  reprefs  the  overwhelming 

pretenftons 
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pretenlions  of  the  fuppofed  ruccefibrs  of  tfae  fiflier-* 
man  of  Galilee.  The  pragmatic /anSian  of  Lewis 
the  Ninth,  ere(5^ed  a  barrier  againft  this  tyranny  oT 

Rome,  and  provided  for  the  liberties 
AN.  1268.  of  the  Gallician  Church;  astheftatutes 

of  Clarendon  had  done  before  for  the 
Briti(h ;  but  the  artful  and  imperious  legates,  ie- 
conding  their  ambitious  mailers,  feized  every  occa- 
(ion,  and  improved  every  opportunity  to  carry  intd 
efFcdl  their  moft  infolent  pretentions.  They  made  no 
fcruple  when  they  dared  of  violating  the  privilegisi 
of  the  chapters  and  churches,  intruding  upon  them 
tbeir  own  creatures,  or  thofe  who  had  bribed  them ; 
and  overawing  their  oppofers  with  the  terrors  of  eK- 
communication,  they  plundered  the  people  by  the 
hafeft  pretences,  and  ihamcfully  trafficked  with  rt^ 
lies  and  indulgences,  to  fupport  their  own  enoi:^ 
mous  vices,  and  to  furnifli  their  -lordly  maftcr  with 
the  treafures  of  the  univerfe,  the  bafe  tribute  paid 
by  credulity  to  fraud  and  arrogance. 

*  1- 

The  pontiffs  themfclves,  improving  the  moment  of 

opportunity,  when  contcftsbetweenpretendersto  the 
imperial  throne, gave  them  peculiar  importance,  fold 
their  fufFrage  for  valuable  acquiiitions ;  or  for  con- 
nivance at  the  feizurcs,  which  tbcy  thought  it  coti- 
vcnicnt  for  them  to  make.  Thus  Ancona,  Spoleto, 
Afiifi,  and  many  -other  cities  of  Italy  were  reduced 
under  their  dominion-:  and  Rodolph,  of  Hapfburgh, 

R4  was 
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was  not  permitted  to' recdve  the  imperial  crown 
till  he  hod-ccfnfirmed  all  former  gifts  made  to  the 
holy  fee^  and  fandUoned  all  its  later  robberies. 

An.  1378*  From  their  high  and  lofty  place  they 
conferred  royalty  on  fuch  as  they  favoured,  a  King 
of  Bohemia^  of  Bulgaria,  of  Armenia,  obtained 
their  regal  titles  from  his  holinefs  Innocent  III. ; 
and  Peter,  of  Arragon,  received  fiom  the  Pope*8 
.hand  at  Rome  his  crown  and  dignity  in  return  for 
fubjedling  his  dominions  to  the  papal  fee. 

:  And  their  vmith  was  terrible,  as  their  favour  was 
fupreme.  The  thunders  of  excommunication  were 
fuccefnvcly  hurled  by  the  fame  Innocent,  againft 
the  Emperors  Philip  and  Otho :  and  for  a  domeftic 
quarrel  between  man  and  wife,  againft  Auguftus, 
Jting  of  France,  whom  he  compelled  to  take  back 
his  repudiated  Queen* 

Bat  none  received  fuch  infulting  treatment  as 
John>  the  King  of  £ngland.  He  had  defpifed  the 
Pope.*s  interference  and  infolent  attempt  to  impofe 
upon  the  realm,  as  Arcbbi(hop  of  Canterbury, 
liangton,  his  creature ;  but  an  interdidl  firft  and 
then  the  terrible  excommunication  (hook  the  pillars 
of  his  throne.  New  did  Innocent  reft  here,  but 
pfter  abfolving  the  fubjedls  of  John  from  their  oath 
p(  allegiance,  be  had  the  audacity  in  a  council  of 

.:  cardinals 
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cardinals  and  bifhops^  to  depofe  the 
AK.  1212.  Britifh  monarch,  and  beftow  the  crown 

on  the  French  King,  -who  was  invited 
to  execute  the  fentence,  and  take  pofleflion  of  the. 
pupal  fief.  Fortified  with  every  indulgence  granted 
to  the  holy  crufaders,  the  Dauphin  of  France  with 
his  army  prepared  to  enter  England.  Fandulph, 
the  legate,  feized  the  moment  of  triumph,  when 
the  turbulence  of  the  barons,  and  the  dread  of  the 
approaching  crufaders  wrpught  upon  the  fears  of 
the  coward  monarch  ;  «nd  meanly  humbling  bim- 
felf,  he  laid  his  crown  at  this  proud  prelate's  feet, 
who  retained  it  five  days,  and  then  reftored  it  to 
the  worth lefs  wearer,  as  a  favour  from  Rome,  held 

on  the  payment  of  1000  marks  a  year 
AN.  1213.  to  his  pontifical  fuperior.     One  is  as 

much  amazed  at  the  audacity  which 
could  prefumc  on  fuch  an  outrage,  as  at  the  pufil- 
lanimity  which  could  fubmit  to  it. 

Though  croflfed  for  the  Holy  Land,  this  defend- 
ed not  Frederic  II.  from  the  thunders  of  the  Vati- 
can ;  and  when  his  vi(^orious  return  demanded 
every  token  of  gratitude,  he  found  the  treacherous  * 
pontiff  had  watched  the  moment  of  his  abfence  to 
fcize  upon  Apuglia,  and  ftir  up  the  European 
powers  againft  him.  His  prefcnee  defeating  the 
pope's  ambitious  projedls,   a  fhort  reconciliation 

Was 
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on  abafes  multiplied.  -Proud,  avaricious,  profli- 
gate, their  examples  corrupted  as  much  as  their 
rapflcioufnefe  devoured.  Every  tongue  confefled 
the  flagitious  condudl  of  the  clergy,  who,  armed 
with  all  the  fpiritoal  terrors,  and-  poflfeflTed  of  the 
keys  of  Paradife,  defpifed  the  flaves,  who  crouched 
to  them  for  abfolution  :  and  in  the  confidence  of 
fecurity,  regarded  not  their  enemies,  but  as  pcr- 
ft>t>s  on  whom  they  might  g)ut  their  enmity  with 
impunity,  and  plunder  without  renK)rfe. 

To  check  the  riling  fpirif  of  rebellion  againft 
theft  ghoftly  teachers,  and  to  nip  herefy  in  the 
bud,  not  only  the  fecular  arm  was  called  in  to  dc- 
flroy  without  mercy,  but  a  new  monkifli  army  le- 
vied, of  all  colours,  to  counteract  the  dreaded  at- 
tempts of  ccclcfiaftical  reformation,  and  fupport 
every  extravagant  pretenfion  of  the  Roman  fee« 

Ax.  1215.  The  different  orders  which  arofe, 
fon>e  of  which  were  prcfently  fupprefled,  are  fcarce 
worth  enumeration.  One  great  fociety  only  dc- 
fervcs  particular  mention  :  The  MendicantSy  infti- 
tuted  by  Innocent  III.  The  Monks, 'who  wallow- 
ed in  wealth,  and,  as  was  natural,  coVrupted  them- 
fclves  in  the  abufe  of  it,  were  judged  incapable  of 
raffing  a  barrier  againft  the  multitudes  of  thofc, 
who  were  difaffedlcd  to  the  Church  :  whofe  lives 
forming  the  flrongeft  contraft   with  the  clergy, 

whom 
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whom  they  reviled,  flr.ew  away  crowds  of  difciplcs 
after  them,  and  threatened  more  general  defeiSlion* 
This,  new  order  therefore  renouncing  all  poflef- 
fions,  begging  their  daily  bccad  from  door  to  door/ 
coarfely  clad,  and  girt  with  a  rope ;  fome  bare- 
footed, and  all  afFeAing  fan<Slity  of  the  higheft 
caft,  filled  the  world.     Favoured  by  the  pontiffs, 
for  whom  all  their  zeal  was  exhauftcd,  and  oa 
whom  they  depended,  the  extirpation  of  hercly, 
and  the  fupport;  of  the  papal  power  were  their 
grand  objects.  Thcfe  multiplying  like  locufts  upon 
the  earth »  were  divided  into  four  great  bodies  of 
Dominicans,  Francifcans,  Carmelites,  and  hermits 
of  St.  Auguftin.     The  two  former  being  the  great 
communities,  and  by  their  mutual  jealoufy  of  fu- 
periority  provoking  bitter  animofities  and  quarrels^ 
on  them  I  (hall  chiefly  dwelh 


•  > 


The  influence  which  thefe  beggars  obtained'  it*. 
is  impoflible  to  tell,  Seduced  by  their  fan6]Limo« 
nious  appearance,  their  meritorious  poverty,  and: 
the  favour  of  the  Roman  pontiffs,  the  world  bowed 
down  befpre  them  ;  their  cord  bound  men  as  witfc 
links  of  iron,  and  kings  and  prelates  trembled* 
Entruficd  generally  with  abfolution  and  indul* 
gences,  they  became  the  fpiritual  guides  univcr- 
ially,  and  engroilcd  by  degrees  all  power^  and  all 
employments. 


But, 
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But,  as  their  chief  obje6l  wds  hereiy,  againft  this 
was  all  their  zeal  concentred  ;  and  abundant  oc- 
cafion  arofe  for  its  exercife,  as  herefy  had  then 
taken  a  new  form,  and  was  applied  not  fo  much  to 
tbofe,  who  perverted  the  fandamental  dodtrines  of 
the  gofpel,  as  to  all  who  prefumed  to  cenfure  any 
of  the  abufes  of  the  Romifh  Churcb>  and  to  expofe 
the  inlblence,  pride,  and  ambition  of  its  pontiffs  ; 
in  who/e  didates  all  truth  was  fuppofed  to  be 
found,  and  to  doubt  or  difpute  their  decilions  was 
mortal  fin,  and  made  the  offender  liable  to  every 
torment.  The  bloody  Dominic^  a  Spaniard,  was 
at  the  head  of  one  of  thefe  begging  fraternities.  A 
man,  fuited  by  nature  for  an  inquifitor ;  acute,  vio<- 

lent,  unfeeling,  overbearing,  indefetiga- 
AW.  1206.  ble.    He  fet  out  for  France,  the  focus 

of  herefy,  and  with  his  begging  ailb- 
ciates,  preached,  careifcd,  threatened,  promifed  ; 
end  thofe  whom  he  could  not  prevail  upon  by  the 
eloquence  of  his  difcourfes,  he  fubdued  by  the  ter- 
rors of  the  fecular  arm,  leagued  to  deflroy  thefc 
prefumptuous  advocates  for  reformation.  On  his 
i^tum  to  Italy,  accumulated  honours  from  the  pa- 
pal fee  ftimulated  afrefh  his  zeal,  and  thofe  of  his 
fraternity.  Reduced  by  him  to  the  flridcfl  rules 
of  poverty  and  obedience,  a  numerous  hofl  enlifled 
under  his.  banners ;  they  were  from  their  leader 
named  Dominicans,  from  their  labours  preaching 
friar s^  and  from  their  garb  black  friars;  a  place 

.  \(v  here 
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where  they  were  firft  (ettlcd  in  London  at  tbeir 
coming  to  England^  itili  retains  tbeir  name. 

An.  1233.  To' this  black  and  bloody  regiment 
was  chiefly  entrufted  the  inquifitorial  work :  and 
for  the  benefit  of  their  fouls,  men*s  bodies  were 
committed  to  the  flames.  Wherever  a  place  was 
fufpe6led  of  hereiy,  a  court  of  thefe  blood-hounds 
was  cre6led  with  powers,  which  none  dared  rcfift'i 
to  hunt  out,  examine,  condemn,  and  extirpate  all' 
thofe  who  prcfumed  to  find  fault  with  Rome,  or' 
her  minions.     Sufpicion  was  fufficient  to  juftify 

• 

torture :  compelled  to  anfwcr  interrogatories,  none 
were  exempt  from  falKng  into  their  fnares,  whom 
they  chofe  to  condemn.  A  different  rtodc  from 
all  judicial  procedure  ever  before  infiituted  in  the 
world,  invefted  them  with  power  to  find  vidlims,^ 

atid  conftitute  crimes.     The  horrible 
AN.  1229.  edi<Sls  of  Frederic  the  Second,  and  ct^ 

St.  Lewis,  that  hater  of  heretics,  ifluect 
at  the  inftigation  of  Ronic,  make  the  blood  run 
cold.  That  monarchs  could  fo  cafily  devote  to 
racks,  gibbets,  and  tortures  of  every  kind,  thd 
moft  inoflienfive  of  their  fubjec^ls,  merely  under  a 
charge  of  hcre(y,  and  to  gratify  the  tyranny  of 
Rome  and  her  favage  partifansj  is  aftonifliing.  The* 
atrocious  barbarities  of  Conrad,  of  Marpurg,  one 
of  the  firft  inquifitors  in  German}',  are  on  record  ; 
till  he  fell  himfclf  a  vi6Um  to  the  horrors  he  ex- 
cited. 


056  OCPAETIAI.  RISTOaT  QV  [PcT.  2» 

Cited.  The  (ame  was  the  cafe  vnth  Pierre  de 
Cafieloao,  the  pontifical  legate  and  inqoifitor  in 
France,  whom  the  enraged  populace  murdered^ 
revolting  at  bismercilefs  maflacres*  By  thefe  and 
their  fellows,  the  infblent  pontiff  expe<Sted  to  tram- 
ple on  the  profirate  world,  and  to  root  out  every 
tongue  that  muttered  againft  his  blafphemies,  ty- 
ranny, and  hypocrily ;  and  could  an  arm  of  fiefli 
prevail,  his  triumphs  had  been  compleat :  for  more 
innocent  blood  was  now  (hod  by  the  hand  of  thefe 
confpirators  againft  the  truth,  than  perhaps  had 
ever  flowed  under  the  cruellefi  of  the  pagan  em- 
perors :  but  power  and  craft  are  alike  in  vain 
againft  the  Lord.  When  God  will  work,  none 
ihall  let  it. 

Ak.  1223.  The  Prancifcans  were  the  worthy 
aflbciates  with  their  black  brethren  in  this  fpiritual 
cruladc  for  the  extirpation  of  herefy.  Francis  of 
Aflifi,  an  Italian,  from  a  man  of  profligate  man- 
ners, become  a  devotee,  edablifhed  the  order  which 
bears  his  name.  Ignorant,  fanatic,  devout,  zeal- 
©us,  devoted  to  Rome,  his  numerous  followers 
embraced  the  rigid  poverty  be  prefcribed,  and 
clothed  with  the  moft  humiliating  name  of  little 
Irethreriy  or  minors^  united  to  bring  down  the 
mightieft  monarchs  and  their  kingdoms  to  the  feet 
of  the  Roman  pontiffs.  Thefe  zealous  partifans 
of  St.  Peter,  the  politic  popes  clothed  with  extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinafy  pi'^Wghtives,  to  corifcifs,  to  Jibfdlvc,  ihd 
be  the  medturrt  of  dfftriblTtitlg  f hoft?  '^ondfous'in- 
dulgerices  that '  covered  the  tranfgf eflbr  from  all 
apprehenfion  orpunifhmerit,  for  fins  paft,  prefertt, 
or  to  come.  The  biftiops  and  fcciilar  clergy,  with 
envy  faw  their  choiceft  •  prerogatives  facrificed  to 
thf^ft  fc^ualid  mendicants,  and  all  tbeir  jurifdidlioti 
ftiperfeded  by  thefe  intruders  into  their  feveral 
folds*;  whilft  emperors  and  kings,  as  well  as  pott- 
tifFs,  employed  them  in  all  their  important  affairs, 
political  and  temporal,  as  well  as  ecclefiaftical ; 
finding  them  the  moft  adrbit  negociators,  as  well 
as  the  mod  confidential  envoys. 

Had  thefe  orders  cordially  united  \Vith  each 
other  and  among  thcmfelves,  more  dreadful  hacf 
been  the  ftatc  of  the  Chriftian  world.  Their  num- 

bersi  fanaticifm,  obedience,  devotion  tcrllDmc,  ac-* ' 

■     ■  ,  .• 

tivity,  power,  iilflucncc,  could  hardly  bavebcetf 
withftood,  and  fLipcrllition  and  tyranny  might  have 

•         •  • 

eftabliflied  their  dominion  for  ever.  But  thefe 
fturdy  beggars  could  neither  agree  with  each  other, 
nor  among  thcmfelves.  Jealoufy  for  their  order, 
claims  of  fupfcrior  fanflity  and  pre-eminence,  and 
the  jarring  interefls>  where  two  beggars  met  at  the 
fame  door,  raifed  a  fpirit  of  enmity  not  eafily  ap- 
peafed  by  the  pontiffs  thcmfelves.  They  loaded 
each  other  with  the  bitterelt  invc6tives,  and  the 
fouleft  accufations ;  and  could  not  fbare  content- 
.  Vol.  II.  S  edly 


V, 
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^y  tbcrfpoil  tbey/had  extorted.  They  often  treated 
all  otJS^er  pr^c^i  and  the  whde  body  of  the  clei^gy 
^ith  iovereign  contempt ;  pretending  that  the  true 
method  of  falvation  was  peculiarly  revealed  to  them 
and  to  their  order  only ;  and  that  they  had  an  efpe- 
9ial  commiffion  from  God.  They  boafted  of  their 
fuperipr  ij>timacy  with  the  Almighty,  and  the 
Virgin  Mary,  and  all  the  iaints  in  glory ;  and  of 
copfequence  their  efpecial  intereft  in  heaven* 

To  vie  with  their  brethren  in  excellence,  the 
^^eral  of  the  Carmelite  order  produced  a  revela* 
t^on,  exprefsly  given  him  by  the  Virgin  Maryv 
that  whoever  departed  this  life,  with  the  Carmelite 
J^jnJafjf'Op  his  (houlders,  might  go  to  heaven*a 
Hate  dire£t,  and  be  admitted  by  St.  Peter,  and  na 
^ueilions  afked.  And  this  ridiculous  flory,  even 
pontiffs,  and  thofe,  like  Benedidi:  XIV.  of  the  more 
liberal  call,  fandtioned  and  defended. 

The  aufterities  of  their  order  divided  the  Fran- 
"cifcans  among  themfclves.  The  original  rule  of 
abfolute  poverty  had  been  difpenfcd  with  by  the 
imperious  Gregory  the  Ninth.  But  the  modjpi' 
riiual  bigots  would  not  permit  even  a  Pope  to  alter 
the  conftitutions  of  their  founder,  or  receive  the 
mitigation  propofed,  of  a  right  to  the  u/e  of  things 
given  them,  wbilft  the  property  veiled  in  St.  Peter 
and  his  fucceflbrs.    They  would  be  abfobae  Beg- 
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^ars^  in  fpitc  of  the  Pope  himfelf.  Thefe  ridicu- 
lous contefls  betwetfri  tht J^iriHUil  and  thofc  of  the 
mitigated  Vale,  employed  Pope  after  Pope  to  re- 
train and  terminate  them  in  vain. 

An.  1226.  A  fertngo  of  fanatical  prophefies  pro- 
duced by  one  Joachim,  o^the  rigid  order  of  Fran- 
cifcarts,  and  comm'ented  upon  by  another  Jpiriiuat 
father,  named  Gerhard,  widened  the  domellic 
breach.  The  fpiritual  and  auftefe  embraced  this 
book,  called  the  Everhfting  Gofpely  proclaiming 
the  ferfeS  age  of  the  Holy  Ghoft^  now  arrived  under 
the  minWry  dfSt.  Francis,  who  was  the  very  angel 
St.  John  faw.  Rev.  xiv.  6 ;  and  his  bare-footed  fol- 
lowers were  to  be  the  diftinguilhed  minifters  o^ 
this  final  difpenfation  of  perfedlion.  The  Univejjr 
fity  of  Paris  appeared  exceedingly  offended  at  thelfe 
pretenfions ;  and  the  literati  taking  up  the  quarrel^ 
compelled  Pope  Alexander  IV.  though  with  much 
reluctance,  to  condemn  the  book ;  ior  he  feared 
this  might  prejudice  bis  mendicant  fatellites  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  and  he  wifhcd  nothing  more 
than  to  maintain  their  reputati()n  unfuUied.  An. 
1255. 

The  difputes  which  the  Popes,  in  win  attempted 
to  fmothcr,  between  the  fpiritual  Fhancifcans  and 
their  brcthrcn^j  broke  out  afrefti ;  and  as  the  fte 

S  2  of 
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of  Rome  had  efpoufed  the  one  party,  the  other 
fpared  not  the  head  itlelf:  and  in  a  comment  oq 
the  Revelations,  Pierre  de  Olive,  one  of  the  moft 
fanatical  of  the  order,  whilft  he  exalts  St.  Francis, 
as  entirely  transformed  into  the  perfon  of  Chrift^ 
brands  the  papal  fee,  as  the  whore  of  Bahylon,  and 
the  mother  of  harlots.  Olive  being  a  man  of  moft 
fan6timomou$  deportment,  and  revered  by  the 
multitude  as  a  prophet  fent  from  Heaven,  gave 
great  weight  to  the  party  of  the  rigid  Francifcana. 
Different  generals  of  the  order,  as  they  were  more 
indulgent  or  auftere,  favoured  each  fide  alternately. 
In  vain  new  attempts  were  formed  by  popes  to  re- 
duce the  more  Jpiriltuil  to  the  mitigated  rtile  ;  they 
refufcd  to  admit  any  mitigations,  nor  could  the 
terrors  of  Boniface  VIII.  compel  them  to  defift  from 
the  renunciation  of  all  right  of  ufe^  and  to  pride 
themfclves  in  abfblute  beggary  and  poverty. 

Under  Celejiin  V.  they  hoped  to  have  formed  a 
feparate  order.  As  he;  was  nearly  auftfere  as  them- 
fclves, he  fovourcd  their  pretenfions,  and  confented 
to  ere6l  them  into  a  new  order,  under  the  name 
of  Celeftin  Hermits  of  St.  Francis.  But  this  favour 
was  of  a  fhort  date  :  his  fucceflbr  annulled  his 
r61s,  and  fupprefled  the  infiitution  ;  and  thus  the 
ffirituals  had  again  to  conflidl  with  the  Pope,  and 
with  their  brethren. 

The 


Cent.  18.]        THfi  CHUR.CH  OP  CHRIST.  26l 

The  worldly-minded  of  the  order,  beggars  as 
they  were  by  profeffion,  were  flrenuous  for  the 
life  of  the  good  things  which  they  poflefled,  in 
whomlbevcr  the  Tope  was  pleafed  to  veft  the  fro- 
perfy.  Having  Boniface  on  their  fide,  they  goaded 
their  more  (trait  laced  brethren  with  unrelenting 
feverity  ;  and  peaked  at  the  infolcnce  of  any  who 
dared  rcfift  his  decifions,  the  Pope  determined  to 
fubdue  their  obftinacy.  A  grievous  perfecution 
was  (lirrcd  up  againft  them  through  Italy,  where 
they  had  greatly  fprcad  :  and  many  of  them  fell 
vidiims  to  the  bigotry  of  their  brethren,  under  the  ^ 

horrible  procefs  of  inquifitorial  cruelty. 

Nearly  related  to  thefc  were  the  FrairlceJU^  who 
profcfling  the  mod  literal  adherence  to  the  rule 
of  St.  Francis,  renounced  both  the  pojfeffion^  and 
right  of  ufe  of  all  things,  and  begged  in  rags  their 
daily  breiid  from  door  to  door.  As  they  were  per- 
fecuted  by  the  Roman  fee,  they  retorted  bitterly 
on  Rome,  and  its  pontiffs,  and  the  contrail  of  their 
rags  and  poverty,  with  clerical  magnificence,  fpokc 
a  language  that  many  highly  refpecfted. 

From  thefe  fprung  one  branch  of  the  fc<5t  called 
Bcghards^  who,  though  attached  to  St.  Francis, 
were  but  the  lay  brethren  of  the  Fratricelli.  The 
particularities  of  each  would  lead  me  into  minu* 
tia3,  beyond  the  bounds  I  have  prefcribed  to  iny- 
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felf.  Office  it  only  to  obferve,  that  by  theie,  a 
ipirit  of  oppofitipn  to  papal  wealth  and  tyranny 
was  kept  up ;  and  fttai^ely  fanatic  as  were  their 
opinions  and  conducSl ;  and  bitter  as  their  enmity 
was  againft  heretics^  they  ffltimately  fepred  to  keep 
alive  the  confli6t  with  albuled  power,  and  led  men 
to  examine  the  claims  of  the  pontifical  fee. 

I  cannot  quit  the  hiflory  of  thp  Francifcans, 
without  the  mention  of  one  who  will  be  for  ever 
dear  to  Engliihmen.  Roger  Bacon^  commonly 
called  Friar  Bacon,  ranks  above  the  greatefi  ge* 
niufes  pf  that  age  :  he  difplayed  fcientitic  attaiur 
jncnts  far  beyond  the  ideas'of  the  times  in  which 
he  lived,  and  laid  the  fpundations  for  the  noble 
fqperftru6lure,  that  a  Bpyle  and  a  Newton  after- 
wards credled.  Deep  in  aftronomy,  chemiftry,  op- 
tics, and  mathematics,  as  profound  in  philofophy 
and  theology,  be  was  condemned  as  having  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  devil ;  iince  no  human  faculties 
V^ere  fuppofed  equal  to  his  univerfal  knowledge. 
And  it  muft  be  owned,  that  Aquinas,  St.  Amour 
and  Bonaventura,  the  other  boafted  fcholars  of  the 
day,  were,  comparatively  with  him,  children  in  un- 
^crftanding.  Among  the  deep  difcoveries  he  made 
was  the  compofition  of  gunpowder  :  though  pro- 
bably his  humanity  engaged  him  to  conceal  the 
deadly  invention,  fearing  its  deflrudive  eiFedls  to 
mankind. 

This 
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This  prodigy  of  learning  hsid  few  \irhd  trod  in 
bis  ileps  of  experiAiental  phyfics^  or  at  all' approach- 
ed  his  excellence.  The  llagyrite  was  enthronedi 
and  the  fcholaftic  theology  dominant  univerfally. 
The  acute  and  learned  difputant  exbaufted  all  the 
ihafls  of  bis  quiver  in  Ariilotelian  fubtletics,  and 
frivolous  conteflS)  on  matters  of  little  utility  to  the 
interefts  of  real  fcience  or  mankind. 


.' , 


The  learned  works  of  morals  and  thibolo^)  in  folid^ 
multiplied  abundantly,  whilft  religious  knowledge 
and  practice  were  equally  debafed.  No  man  ven* 
tured  without  danger  to  fufpedV  the  grbfleft  frauds 
of  fuperftition^  or  to  doubt  the  efKcacy  of  relics, 
and  the  ceremonies  of  religion.  Th^  tyranny,  of 
Rome  was  fubmitted  to  with  the  moft  atijeA  devo*' 
tion  ;  and  every  prerogative  of  the  holy  fee  de- 
fended with  the  mofi  furious  zeal ; .  whilft  the  fup« 
damental  doctrines  of  the  Bible  ^txe  diffegarded 
and  purity  of  heart  and  life  was  almoft. unknown^: 
but  the  ifnpious  do6lrine  of  human  merit  found 

XT 

the  mightieft  monkifh  fupport ;  and  it  was  affirin-*' 
ed,  th^t  whoever  chofe  itj^  might  perform  a  mpre 
perfe^l  obedience  than  God  required,  and  lay  up' 
a  (lore  o^i  works  pf  fupjsrero^tion,  to  enrich  the^ 
treafury  of  the  Churph.  The  very  fordid  garb  ^^ 
9  mendicant  was^  9  robe  of  |ig$tt6ialhe(s^ 
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.An.  12]$.  The. Pope,  t>)'  his  own  authority, 
hqw  claimed  a  right  ta  eftablifh  articles  d(  faith  i- 
and  in  the  fourth  Lateran  council,  publifljcd  his^ 
decrees,  which  the  aflembled  bilhops  were  to  hear 
and  obey.  Then  firft  the  term  tranfuhjiantialion 
l?y  his  authorit;y  became  cftablifhed^  and  ai^ricnJa^- 
carffej/ion  universally  impofed,  mighty  engines  in  the. 
hands  of  facerdptal  jugders.  The  abfiivd  notions- 
of  propitiating  God  by  fclf-infliclcd 
AN.  \?60.  pgniflimcnts,  yyqdacod  the ^^FeUanJ^ii, 
.who  filled  the  air  wfith  fliricks-  and  co- 
vered  their  bodies,  with  gore,  in  honour  of  God  and 
his  fainte ;, and  acquired  rio^fniiall  m^afure  pt  yc- 
ner^tio^  by  thefe  fcverities,  rinqced,  the  vogue  intp. 
which  this  difciplme  cam^,  OQcafioned  fuch  tuiJDults 
and  concdurfe,  as  compelled  thg.  popes  and  em.-. 

perors  to  check : by.  edict^s  thcfc  fanatic  cxcrcifcs. 

*~^  .**•  ^  »       .'•■If     •      «*•     •■ 
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.The  wretched  mode  in  wbiGh  morals  were  tau^rht 
by^the  raoft  admired  writers^  fucb  as  Thomas  Aqui- 
nas,  an4  others,  tended  to  divert  the  mind  from  at- 
tending  to  theapguitition  of  hply  affcdlions,  and  a 
converfation  in  heaven.  Endlefs  definitigns  of  virtues 
and  vices^  intermixed  vitl\thc  Iblutipn  of  curious 
arxq  ufdefs  queflionSj  dirplaycd-thcir  own  deep  lo- 

SicaL  fubtlcties ;  and  the-  ideas  afJix^cd  to  their  vn- 
tues  ana  vice^  wer&fo  totally  diye^fe  from  the  real 
graces  of  thc'ipint^  and  the  woiks  of  the  flefh^  as 

dcfcribed 
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defcribed-  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  that  it  was 
impofliblc  to  difcern  any  fimilitude  between  them, 

Hol'imfs  mid  charity  confided  not  in  pure  affec- 
tions, and  faith  working  by  love  in  all  its  bleflcd 
influences  ;  but  in  giving  alms  to  the  ragged  fra- 
ternity of  mendicants,  building  churches,  endow- 
ing monaficrics,  and  in  perfe6l  and  unrefifting  obe- 
dience to  all  the  dictates  of  the  holy  fee.  Humilily, 
inftcad  of  a  lowly  fenfc  of  our  unworthy  ielves  and 
finful  fervices,  now  flood  in  a  tattered  garment, 
bound  with  a  cord,  and  bare  feet,  begging  from 
door  to  door,  to  accumulate  a  (lore  of  merit  for 
thofc  who  chofe  to  purchafe  it.  Truihy  no  longer 
refpedled  the  revealed  word  of  prophets  and  apof* 
ties,  but  centred  in  quotations  from  the  fathers, 
the  decrees  of  popes,  the  canons  of  councils,  and 
the  dogmas  of  the  fchools.  Jujiice  implied  not  the 
defence  of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  but  the 
tormenting  and  plundering  every  man  called  he- 
retic, and  who  rcfufed  a  blind  fubmiflion  to  papal 
impofitions.  When  the  fources  of  morals  were  thus 
dried  up,  or  diverted  from  the  true  channel,  the^ 
condu6l  which  v^oukl  follow,  grounded  on  thefe 
new  definitions,  mayealily  be  conceived,  and  was 
awfully  exemplified  in  the  moft  atrocious  crimes 
committed  under  the  pretext  of  zeal,  and  the  moft 
abominable  indulgences  granted  to  the  vileft  of 
mankind. 

Many 
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Many  complaints  of  the  wickednefs  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  age,  and  the  corruptions  of  the  Church,  ftrc 
heard  and  believed  :  and  never  was  there  an  age, 
wherein  thefe  complaints  were  not  true ;  but  I  con- 
feis  myfclf  Co  partial  to  the  prefent  times,  that  I 
mod  avow  my  convidlion,  on  comparing  the  prin- 
ciples generally  admitted,  and  the  practices  ap- 
proved,  that  I  fee  none  fuperior  to  our  own.  I  am 
fure  in  ignorance  and  inimorality  the  paft  have  far 
exceeded  us.  And  we  have  only  to  read  many  of 
the  writers  of  that  day  to  be  convinced,  that  infi- 
delity and  atheifm  bore  an  equal  proportioil  with 
the  progress  of  fuperftition.  And  to  this  the  Arif- 
totelian  dialectics  greatly  contributed,  which  main^ 
tained  the  impious  maxim,  that  what  was  theohgi'^ 
callj  falji^  might  be  philofophicaUy  true. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

ON  CHURCH    GOVERNMENT,   DI8PCTES,   BERHSIBS^ 

&ITBS  AND  CEREMONIES. 

THIS  was  the  meridian  fplendor  of  papal  do^ 
mination.  Unrcfifting  fubmiffion  was  paid  to 
the  pontifical  decrees ;  the  whole  ecclefiaftic  corps 
was  drilled  to  pailive  obedience ;  and  even  mo*- 
Darchs  held  a  precarious  fceptre,  furrendering  their 
kingdoms  as  voluntary  fiefs,  and  becoming  crea* 
turcs  of  the  holy  fee.  Wc  have  feen  how  far  the 
pontifical  pretentions  extended,  and  the  fuccefi  at- 
tending them.  The  ftouleft  trembled  before  the 
papal  anathemas,  and  the  mofl  flubborn  was  obliged 
to  yield  to  the  ftem  obftinacy  of  perievering  am- 
bition. 

The  clouds  of  locuHs  that  rofe  from  the  bottom- 
Icfs  pit,  blackened  the  face  of  the  fun.  Their  armies, 
fnarihalled  under  the  generals  of  different  orders, 
fought  the  battles  of  the  fee  of  Rome.  The  clergy, 
fufficiently  corrupt  before,  proceeded  in  luxury 
according  to  their  afHuence  :  and  the  new  hofls  of 
monks  contributed  to  fcize  the  fruits  of  induflry, 
to  fupport  the  vices  of  beggary  ;  whilfi  he  that  de- 
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parted  from  evil,  and  refufed  to  be  the  dupe  of 
fuperflition,  and  the  prey  of  facerdotal  rapine,  was 
fure  to  be  marked  as  a  heretic  and  devoted  to  de- 
ilrudion.  That  heretics  abounded,  in  the  eye  of 
the  Church  at  leaft,  is  evident  from  the  methods 
ipyented^to  fupprefs  them  throughout  the  Chrif- 
tian  v^'orld,  and  thp  violent  means  ufcd  to  remedy 
the  violence  of  the  diftemper.  But  of  thofe  who 
bore  the  name  of  heretic,  the  characters  were  won- 
derfully different.  In  one  thing  they  generally 
9oncurre43i  "  in  reje<9:ing  the  monftrous  fyftem 
^\  qf  fuperf^itions  cflablifhed ;  and  in  declaiming 
V  agaiaft  the  wcallh,  tyranny,  and  abufes  of  the 
*'  Pope  and  his  clergy."  With  various  intermediate 
ihadcs,  the  heretics  feem  to  be  of  two  forts  ;  tfien 
of  genuine  fiety  and  reli^^iony  who,  taking  the  word 
pf  God  for  their  rule  of  life,  adorned  the  do6lrine 
of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things,  by  a  converfation 
becoming  godlincfs.  Thefe  treated  with  contempt 
the  felf-inftitutcd  rules  of  monaftic  fupcrfiition, 
and  all  the  idle  and  ufclcfs  ceremonials  of  rcligiofi, 
endeavouring  to  worftiip  God  in  fprrit  and  in  truth. 
They  fonned  congregatio.ns  without  the  pageantry 
of  devotion,  and  appointed  their  miniflcrs  for  their 
piety,  not  their  fcientific  attainments,  or.  devoted- 
nefs  to  Rome.  But  there  were,  others fa'id  to  he  of 
a  different  Jtanip J  who,  under  afFe.<51ation  of  liberty 
and  emancipation  from  al,l  rcftraint,  indulged  opi- 
nions as  fanatical  and  advcrfe.  to.  the  purity  of  the 

gofpcl. 
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gofpel,  as  theii*  lives  were  a  difgrace  to  the  naitlft 
of  Chriftian.  Thefe  went  under  a  variety  of  denc^ 
minations  ;  and  fome  carried  their  errors  to  a  more 
dangerous  and  defperate  extreme  than  otber8» 
Some  of  the  myftic  feS  were  contemplative,  and 
placed  perfeflion  in  abftradiednefs  from  the  world, 
nient  meditation,  and  declined  all  ordinances,  fup* 
pofing  devotion  was  wholly  internal :  others  pre- 
tended to  the  eradication  of  every  paflion  ;  and 
profcfling  fupcriority  to  temptation,  lived  together, 
men  and  women  promifcuoufly,  going  naked,  and 
fleeping  together,  as  they  affirmed,  with  the  moft 
perfedl  purity  ;  whilft  others  indulged  in  every  ex-  , 
cefs  of  appetite,  and  taught  that  the  divine  nature 
within  them  received  no  contamination  from  the 
gratifications  of  the  flefh^— not  a  few  renouncing 
all  pretence  to  religion,  and  denying  the  being  and 
attributes  of  God,  as  well  as  revelation,  lived  as 
they  lift,  and  ridiculed  the  impofitions  which  they 
fo  eafily  detcdled. 

There  were  alfo  many  more  faid  to  be  highly 
cnthufiaftic,  who  imitated  all  the  practices  of  the 
mendicants,  and  with  a  ftiH  more  fqualid  drefs  if 
poflible,  and  maniacal  wilclnefs,  roamed  about  the 
world  and  lived  upon  alms.  Thefe  were  all  perfe- 
cuted  by  the  inquifitors  with  unrelenting  cruelty, 
under  the  name  of  Albigenfcs,  Turlupins,  Beghards, 

Brethren 
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iBwUprett  of  Ibe  ftefr  SfHiit>  Catbaoi^  PetrobrofiacM^ 
Apoficriio9>  and  other  a{:tpellatt0]is^  which  enmity 
w  contempt  had  fixed  upon  them :  and. many  of* 
ibtA  expired  in  ton^nt  with  the  mod  &date  fo- 
lemnity^  and  the  moft  refigoed  dcTotion^  and  ibme 
with  the  moft  triumphant  delight.  Whiift  their 
eoemiea  endeavoured  to  exaggerate  their  crimes^ 
they  were  often  compelied  to  bear  a  re]u(f^ant  tefti-^ 
mony  to  their  exemplary  virtue;  but  that  they 
might  diminiih  the  luftre  of  their  charac^Ver,  the 
dooiioican  inquiiitor,  Neider,  aflcrted^  that  among 
Oliier  mighty  influences  of  the  devil  upon  ihem,  he 
preferred  them  from  incontinence^  by  mfrigidai'mg 
their  conftitution. 

I  (hall  not  enumerate  the  peribns  made  fatnous 
by  fuffcring,  whether  for  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus, 
or  the  errors  mixed  with  it :  fuifice  it  to  obierve^ 
that  whatever  was  the  crime  charged,4he  real  caufe 
was  revolt  from  papnl  tyranny  and  jurifdicSion ; 
fubmitting  to  which,  all  the  reft  had  been  eafily 
veniaK 

The  grand  breach  between  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
man^ Church  was  wide  as  ever  in  fpite  of  all  sit- 
tempts  of  the  Roman  prelate  to  reduce  all  to  the 
.  unity  of  obedience  to  St.  Peter.     Treaty  upon 
treaty  was  made  and  broken  :  when  the  politics  of 

the 
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the  day  required  the  Grecian  Emperors  to  cotirt 
the  Roman'pontifTs  hefp,  they  pretended  to  yid^ 
a  little,  but  they  had  fcarce  returned  home  from 
embaffiea  and  councils,  ere  the  controversy  wa*  re- 
newed, with  inveteracy  greater  than  ever. 

The  difpute  about  the  cucharift  was  not  yel 
clofed  by  the  Poiic's  adopting  the  word  tranfub/lam^ 
tiafion\  many  fubmitted  to  acknowledge ^ rf^/^^ 
fencty  without  admitting  a  change  of  the  lymbols : 
ai>d  a  fubtile  Ariilotelian  do<Stor  of  the  Sarbonne 
difputcd  with  eclat  for  the  modification  of  confidf^ 
ftantiaiion. 

The  rites  and  ceremonies  before  accumulating, 
continued  to  receive  abundant  additions.  The 
WAFER  GOP  required  a  new  pageantry  of  devotion 
to  attend  his  fhrine  :  the  richeft  metala  and  jewdft 
adorned  the  receptacle ;  the  wax-tapers  burned  un«* 
ex.tingui(hed  before  it ;  and  all  the  parade  of  bow- 
ing, kneeling,  and  fine  cloaths,  attradled  the  vene- 
ration of  the  vulgar,  and  exalted  the  glory  of  the 
minifter,  who  could  makethe^d  he  devoured^ and 
reproduce  him  at  pleafure. 

A  fanatical  devotee  at  Liege  produced  a  revela«* 
tion  from  heaven  for  the  infiitution  of  a  new  and 
peculiar  feAival  to  the  holy  Jacr anient  of  the- real  pre-' 

fence. 
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firtce.  She  faid  that  (he  no  iboner  began  to  pray  to 
god  and  his  faints,  than  the  full  moon  ilione  upon 
her  with  a  remarkable  fp&t  upon  it :  this  the  fpirit 
Hifbrmed  her  was  a  defedl  in  the  Church,  which  the 
moon  reprefedted,  and  could  only  be  removed  by 
this  feftivaU  The  Biihop  of  Liege  haftcncd  dircdl- 
ly  to  bru(h  off  the  fpot  from  the  moon,  by  obferv- 
tng  the  feflival,  and  Urban  the  Sixth  confirmed  it 
by  folemn  edidt.    An.  1264. 

At  thiiJ  time  tie  religious  began  the  fcenic  reprc- 
ientations,  called  Mjifteries^  of  which  the  vulgar, 
great  and  fmall,  were  f^  fond ;  and  thefc  tended 
farther  to  render  ludicrous  every  thing  facred,  like 
the  fe/lival  of  fools  and  hynrns  to  the  afs.  Probably 
the(e  were  an  invention  of  the  mendicants,  who 
•ffedling  to  inftrudl  the  populace  by  amufing  them, 
introduced  this  facred  puppct-ftiew.  The  perfons 
of  the  drama  were  fometimes  real,  fometimes  alle- 
goricaL  Among  thefe  the  principal  were,  Gckl- 
Almighty,  the  Devil,  Jefus  Chrift,  Hei«(y,thc  Virgin 
Mary,  and  a  variety  of  other  refpe6table  perfonages 
from  heaven  and  hell,  bcfidcs  fome  that  could  be 
found  in  neither  the  world  above  or  below.  But 
every  thing  was  fancSlified  that  was  defigned  for  the 
honour  of  holy  church,  and  to  mark  more  ftrongly 
reverence  for  the  monkifh  fraternity  or  dcteftation 
of  heretics*  Thefe  godly  reprefcntations  parti- 
cularly 
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.•-cularly  adorned  the  greater  feftivali^  and.  add^ 
Jo  their  pomp  and  majefty.        .  ..,  .        j      ;  .; 


•^  ■ t 


Another  invention  worthy  the  great  Bonifa<^ 
VIII.  its  author,,  clofed  the  prefent ^century,; /A^ 
celebration  of  the  jubilee  year  i  but  that  it  might  not 
appear  a  modern  trick,  the  garb  of  (mtiquity- was 
caft  over  it,  and  pretended,  evidence  produced.* 0f 
its  being  the  pradtice  of  ages  pad.  As  jcrednlity  wqs 
prepared  to  receive  the  grofleft  aflertioris  of  Rome, 
and  a  rich  harveft  could  be  gathered  from  the  af- 
fembly  of  pilgrims,  a  proclamation  was  made  of  the 
wondrous  benefits  to  be  reaped  from  vifiting  the 
Church  of  St.  Peter  and  its  relics  every  centenary 
year.  Full  remiffion  of  fins,  and  (bowers  of  in- 
dulgences drew  the  fanatic  world  to  the  feat  of 
holinefs,  to  obtain  thefe  incilinyable  blelfings,  and 
to  witnefs  the  glory^  and  receive  the  benedidtiori  of 
the  vicegerent  of  God  upon  earth. 

Bull  u|)on  bull  contained  the  grofleft  contradic- 
tions refpedling  the  inftitution,  and  the  time  of  its 
celebration.  The  firft  eflay  was  fo  gainful,  that  il 
hundred  years  was  thought  by  the  fucceflbrs  of 
Boniface  too  long  to  wait,  fo  they  reduced  the  term 
to  fifty,  and  then  to  five  and  twenty  years,  for  the 
benefit  of  all  good  Chriftians,  who  might  be  de- 
prived of  the  tranfccndent  advantages  of  the  fefti- 


^I,  by  not  beiifig  ib  fortunate  as  to  liy6  more  ibfln 
a  hundred  years.  The  diibrders  and  devotion,  the 
debaucheries,  and  liberal  indulgences  of  the  pil« 
gnitls,  mkf  well -be  fuppofed  from  ftich  afTembkges^ 

-if  the  rtedrd^  of  the  times  had  not  informed  us, 

4 

^        ■  •  ... 

'Sueb  a  Chuh^h  could  tiot  well  fail  to  be  marked^ 
'by:  all  who  read  llie  Scripture,  as  Mt  Mother  of  aU 
ahmifiaiiom. 
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.    CHAP.  IV. 

ON  THB  SPIRITUAL  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST. 

THE  Church  of  the  living  God  bega^  to 
more  eminent  to  obfervation  by  the  papi^ 
fires  kindled  around  her.  From  the  vallies  of  th^ 
AIps^  where  a  holy  feed  had  been  prefer ved^  they 
had  now  not  only  fpread  into  the  fouthem  pro^ 
vinces  of  France  where  perfecution  was  moft  bloody, 
but  into  Germany  and  Italy.  George  Mcn'el  affirms 
that  thofe  of  the  Waldenfian  confeffion  in  1260 
amounted  to  800^000  prions. 

The  general  name  given  them  in  Germany  wis 
Beghardsy  faid  to  be  derived  fronrthe  eameftnefs  of 
their  prayers,  and  their  fervour  in  religious  duties. 
The  tranfktor  of  Mo(heim^  to  whom  with  bisprin** 
cipal  I  have  many  obligations,  is  pleafed  to  refem* 
ble  thele  to  the  Methodifisj  fo  aUled,  of  our  nation, 
whom  be  brands  as  ^fanatical  Jet  ofmm\  and  I  am 
difpofed  to  thirtk  there  was  a  real  and  ftrong  refem- 
blance  between  the  Methodifts  of  this  day,  and  the* 
Beghards  of  the  thirteenth  century,  as  there  muft 
be  between  all  men,  who  profefs  to  follow  wholly 
the  divine  revelation,  and  to  be  led  by  the  fame 
fpirit  of  Jefus  \  but  I, am  at  a  lois  to  know  whence 

Ta  a  life 
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a  life  of  diligent  prayer  and  deep  fcrioufnefs  in  re- 
ligion, fhould  charafterife  a  fanatic  fcft.  I  rather 
think  that  all  good  men,,  in  ^I  ages,  exadlly  re- 
fembled  each  other  in  temper  and  fpirit,  and  living 
by  faith  produced  the .  fame  fruits  of  rightepufnels, 
which  are  by  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  praife  and  glory  of 
God,  That  the  Beghards,  many  of  them  at  leaft, 
were  pcrfonS  of  this  defcription^  we  can  hardly 
doubt,  when  we  have  the  witnefs  of  their  enemies 
to  the  purity  of  their  condu6t  in  many  inflances,  as 
we  have  aflured  evidence  of  the  patience  and  forti- 
tude with  which  they  fufFered  for  the  truths  whici) 
they  maintained. 


■  * 


That  many  in  that  day  broached  wild  and  un- 
fcriptural  opinions,  and  a6led  wholly  unfuitably  to 
the  purity  of  the  gofpel,  we  need' not  difputc : 
where  the  numbers  of  the  difcontcntcd  were  great, 
and  the  abufes  they  faw  fo  glaring,  it  could  hardly 
be  otherwifc.  But  we  may  venture  confidently  to 
aflert,  that. none  of  the  miferable  fufferers,  in  real 
crime  and  every  abomination,  were  worfc  men  than 
their  inquifitorial  murderers ;  nay,  compared  with 
thefe,  the  word  of  the  moft  fanatical;  fec^  was  an 
angel  of  light. 

It  is  impoflible  to  reflect,  without  wonder,  con- 
fidering  the  means  employed  to  root  out  what  was 
then  called  herefy,  how  it  was  prcferyed  in  the 

fires; 
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fires ;  when  the  power  of  monarchs,  combined  with 
papal  authority,  was  feconded  by  all  the  craft  and 
cruelty  of  inquilitors,  and  the  whole  mendicant 
tribe,  A  blefled  body,  however,  though  like  the 
gleaning  grapes  of  the  vineyard  when  the  vintage 
is  done,  remained  as  a  lacred  feed,  and  continued 
to  ftrike  root,  though  watered  with  blood.  Neither 
the  terrors  of  fufFering,  nor  the  wild  vagaries  of 
the  enthuiiafls  prevented  the  faithful  from  holding 
fail  what  they  had,  that  none  fhould  take  their 
crown  ;  but  they  had  yet  to  ftruggle  up  hill  for 
ages  to  come,  fcattered,  deprcfled^  perfecutcd^ 
llriving  againft  the  fame  ftrong  arm  of  power,  and 
the  wiles  of  monkery,  till  the  days  of  reformation*. 

In  the  Eail  the  Neftorian  zeal  and  labours  had. 
not  failed,  but  the  light  had  become  dim^  and  the 
churches  once  numerous  in  Alia,  were  reduced  ta 
a  few  by  the  pagan  and  Mabomedan  ravagers :  iUIi 
I  doubt  not  fome  faithful  men  were  found  ;  and  in 
the  Weft,  among  all  the  nations  profeffing  Chrif- 
tianity,  God  had  Jiis  fecret  ones,  though  fmall,  and 
of  no  reputation.  The  leaven  was  yet  fcrmentiug, 
and  the  lump  not  wholly  unleav«ned# 


T  3  CHAP, 
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CENTUHY  XIV. 
CHAP.  I. 

ON  THE  EXTERNAL  STATE  OF  THE  CHURdH. 

THE  zeal  of  the  R)pe9  for  crufading  had  not 
abated^  but  the  courage  of  bis  vailals  for  fuch 
expeditions  was  wonderfully  cooled;  experience 
had  taught  them  the  difficulty  of  the  enterprife, 
and  the  hypocrtfy  of  thole  who  were  the  iniligatora 
to  it:   and  therefore  the  Avignon  and  Roman 

pontiffs  in  vain  employed  exhortations^ 
AN.  1907.  cajoleries,  threatenings,  entreaties  with 

the  Kings  of  France  and  England  to 
feel  for  the  honour  of  the  holy  fepulchre,  and  merit 
the  plenitude  of  indulgences  from  tlie  Church. 
But  more  important  and  prefling  confiderations 
fixed  them  on  their  thrones ;  and  fome  excufe  or 
other  conftantly  afforded,  engaged  them  not  to 
abandon  their  bomes^  for  thefe  Quixote  purfuits  of 
giants  and  Saracens. 

Succeeding  Popes  even  offered  a  part  of  their 
own  immenfe  trcafures  to  equip  a  fleet  and  army ; 
and  opening  the  cheft  of  the  Church's  ftore  of 
indulgences  difpofcd  of  them  on  the  moft  liberal 

terms. 
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terms,  even  to  thofe  who  (hpuld  contribute  only 
their  money,  though  they  withheld  their  pprfonf. 
What  they  really  expended  does  not  appear,  but  if 
vre  may  believe  the  Emperor  Lewji^,  of  Bavaria,  the 
Popes  took  care  to  lofe  nothing  by  tbjeir  labour^ 
Xhe  a^vity  of  their  mendicant  falef^en  of  indulg- 
ences, amply  replcniflied  their  coffers ;  an^  whether 
they  rpent  any  thing  or  not  in  preparations,  the  ba- 
lance of  the  account  ftood  pretty  highly  in  thdr 
favour.  Ail  thefe  abortive  efforts  difcouraged  not 
the  twelfth  Benedii^  from  urging  u^on  the  French 
King,  this  pious  ^nd  important  undertaking ;  nor 
Philip  from  making  vaft  preparations  for  yiliting  the 
Holy  Land.  But  England  threatcnedan  ij;ivalion^ 
which  his  abfence  might  have  rendered  fatal  to  his 
kingdom,  fo  he  wifely  deferred  the  crufade  to  ^ 
more  favourable  opportunity.     Ax.  1330. 

An.  1345.  Still,  though  baffled,  returning  to  the 
charge,  the  pontiff  Clement  V.  unlocked  the  trea- 
iures  of  indulgences,  that  never-failing  fource  of 
wealth  and  inducement:  whereby  the  profligate 
might  be  happily  accommodated,  and  enter  paradifp 
under  the  crofs,  witliout  doing  penance  for,  qr 
parting  with  any  of  their  crimes.  An  array  aflem-^ 
bled  under  Guy,  the  Dauphin,  and  proceeded  fqr 
the  fcene  of  conqueft,  but  not  being  a^^le  to  pro,- 
cure  provifions,  or  to  live  without  food^  they  re* 

turned 
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turned  as  they  went,  with  their  fwords  (heathed^ 
and  thdr  indulgences  in  their  pockets. 

■ 

An.  1363.  One  effort  more  clofed  thefe  im- 
potent  attenrpts.  John,  King  of  France,  inftigated 
by  the  urgent  exhortations,  and  won  by  the  mighty 
promifes  of  Urban  V.  prepared  to  meafure  lances 
with  the  Saracenic  Knights  under  the  walls  of  Jem- 
falem ;  but  a  greater  conqueror,  whom  Chriilian 
and  infidel  are  equally  unable  toreiift,  arrefted  him 
in  his  mid  career,  laid  him  low  in  the  duft,  and  all  his 
vaft  preparations  vanifhed,  as  the  mift  of  the  mom* 
ing.  Thus  ended  the  vain  ftruggle,  Mahomedifm 
remained  triumphant,  and  the  crofs  yielded  to  the 
crelcent.  Though  it  muft  be  owned  with  regard 
to  the  reality  of  the  Chriftian  life,  it  was  as  little  to 
be  found  among  the  crufaders  as  among  the  Sara- 
cens thcmfelves. 

Happier  and  more  confiderable  fuccefs  is  faid  to 
have  attended  the  miflionary  efforts  of  the  pontiffs 
in  Tartary  and  China.  The  papal  fee,  eager  to  im- 
prove every  opportunity  of  extending  its  dominions, 
had  difpatched  Dominican  and  Francifcan  ambaf- 
faddrs  to  meet  the  hoft  of  Tartars,  which,  advanc- 
ing from  the  Eaft,  had  over-run  Hungary,  Poland, 
and  Silefia.  This  brought  an  embafly  in  return, 
and  a  new  corps  of  black  and  white  barefooted  en^- 

voy^ 
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voys  proceeded  to  the  court  of  Kublai^ 
AN.  1307.  the    Tartar   monarch.     Johannes    a 

Monte  Corvino,  one  of  the  moft 
zealous  of  thefc  miffionaries,  is  faid  to  have  labour- 
ed with  fuccefs,  in  bringing  back  many  Ncftorian 
Chriftians  to  the  Roman  pale,  and  fpreading  the 
gofpel  among  the  Tartars  ;  for  whofe  ufe  he  trans- 
lated the  NewTefiament  into  the  Tartar  language, 
a  work  indeed  becoming  a  faithful  miflionary,  and 
which  could  not  fail  to  produce  fome  happy  efFc(5ts. 
The  reports  which  reached  Europe  were  now  lb 
flattering,  that  the  head  mifllonary  Corvino  was 
raifed  to  the  archbifhopric  of  Cambalu  or  Pekin, 
the  capital,  and  feven  new  Francifcan  bifliops  dis- 
patched to  obey  his  orders,  and  fecond  his  efforts 
in  the  converfion  of  Tartars  and  Chinefe.  An  in- 
tercourfe  being  thus  eftablifhed  with  Rome,  and 
pcrmiflion  given  by  the  government  of  China,  for 
the  miffionaries  to  labour  in  their  vocation,  the 
number  of  Latin  churches  is  faid  to  have  been  con- 
fiderably  encreafed.  I  confefs  I  havfe  but  a  very 
low  opinion  of  the  Chriftianity  then  taught,  if  I 
may  judge  by  other  mifliionary  fpecimens :  and  I 
hear  with  a  great  many  grains  of  allowance,  there- 
ports  of  the  miffionaries  themfelves,  who  for  the 
honour  of  holy  church  and  their  own,  were  not  at  ' 
all  backward  in  enhancing  the  greatnefs  of  their 
labours,  and  vaunting  the  abundance  of  their  fuc- 
cefs.   But  whatever  it  was,  the  endurance  of  it  was 

ihor^ 
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{bort^  and  icarce  a  trace  in  all  tbefe  vaft  regions 
bath  ever  fince  appeared  of  the  Cbrifiian  religion 
planted  by  them. 

The  arms  of  the  Teutonic  Knights  in  the  North 
bad  nearly  extirpated,  by  fire  and  fword,  the  laft  re- 
mains of  paganifm  in  Prufiia  and  Livonia.  One 
pagan  monarch  there  dill  was^  ftrong  in  the  affec  * 
tions  and  valour  of  his  people,  Jagellon,  Duke  of 

Lithuania.    But  the  vacant  throne  of 
jLN.  1386.  Poland,  and  the  beautiful  Hedwigc,  the 

daughter  of  the  preceding  Ibvercign, 
^ad  charms  irrifidible.  As  neither  the  one  or  the 
'  other  could  be  obtained  without  his  fubmitting  to 
baptiim,  and  receiving  ^e  lign  of  the  crofs,  he 
thought  bimfelf  well  paid  for  his  complaifance,  and 
bending  the  necks  of  his  pagan  fubjecSls  to  the  re* 
ligion  he  had  hinifelf  embraced,  he  united  his 
*  dutchy  with  the  crown  of  Poland,  and  received  thc^ 
fair  princefs  for  his  bride.  Thus  all  the  northern 
people  at  laft  fubmitted  to  the  profeflion  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  and  though  in  general  they  remained  as 
much  heathens  as  before,  bifhoprics  were  eredled, 
and  they  learned  to  make  the  fign  of  the  crofs.  " 

I  am  afhamed  to  mention  the  numerous  Conver- 
(ions   of  that  ill-fated   people  the  Jews ;    whole 
.wealth  tempted  the  avarice  of  the  monarchs,  and 
whofc  perlbns  and  religion  were  fo  odious  to  the  Ro- 
man 


Ik 
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man  pontifTs^  and  an  general  tq  the  Chriilian  .world. 
They  had  fpread  wonderfully  through  every  part  of 
Europe,  engrofled  a  great  (hare  of  its  traffic,  and 
by  their  craft,  their  dexterity,  and  their  ufury,  con- 
trived to  accumttlate  riches,  that  could  not  but  ex- 
cite the  envy  and  appetite  of  their  enemi^.  Thefe 
began  with  blackening  their  character  with  every 
atrocity :  children  crucitied  and  ^t  by  them — the 
fountains  pQironed--rthc  confecrated  wafers  pierced^ 
bleeding,  and  abufed  by  their  impious  hands-— 
charges  as  ridiculous  as  horrid,  and  impoflible  tfi 
be  true  ;  beiides  it  was  their  intereft  and  obje&  to 
live  in  peace  among  the  Chriflians,  however  ab- 
horrent they  might  be  of  their  fuperftitions.  But 
where  enmity  was  rooted,  and  credulity  the  ealy 
dupe  of  the  deiigning,  it  became  no  difficult  mat- 
ter to  perfuade  Chriftian  magiftrates  and  prelates  to 
perfccute  a  detefted  race  of  people ;  and  to  exalt 
their  zeal  in  converflons,  whilft  they  gratified  d^ir 
covetoufncfs  by  the  plunder  of  theie  devoted 
vidlims  :  a  terrible  perfecution  therefore  genei^lly 
arofc  againft  them.  Death  in  every  (hape  of  horrpr 
feizcd  the  obflinate,  and  thofe  who  favcd  their  lives 
by  baptifm,  neither  faved  their  property,  nor  chang- 
ed one  of  their  fentiments.     We  may  be  always 

fure,     ^^  A    KELIGION     THAT    PERSECUTE    KBVJBk 

"  CAME  PIul^J  HEAVEN."  It  muft  be  faid  of  every 
one  who  injures  his  fellow,  "  ye  are  of  ypur  father, 
^^  the  devil,  and  the  works  of  your  father  ye  do.** 

Yet 
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Yet  even  thefe  horrid  aecutions  produced  the 
high  commendations  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and 
merited  indulgences  equal  to  the  zeal  of  crufaders^^ 

The  Saracenic  kingdoms  of  Spain  had  not  yet 
utterly  fubmitted  to  the  Chriftian  yoke,  but  Valen- 
tia,  Granada  and  Murcra,  with  Andalufia,  only  re- 
mained, and  they  trembled  before  the  increafing^ 
fuperiority  of  the  kings  of  Caflile  and  Arragon. 
Their  brethren  of  Fez  and  Morocco  failed  not  in 
this  extremity  to  haften  to  their  affiftance,  and 
often  the  fcales  of  fuccefs  vibrated,  and  it  became 
dubious,  whether  the  Chriftian  or  Mahomedan  faith 
fhould  prevail :  but  the  courage  of  the  Spanifli 
Chriftians  aided  by  their  brethren,  whom  the  Ro- 
mi(b  pontiff  roufcd  to  their  affiftance,  by  the  fame 
promises  of  heaven,  and  indulgences,  which  were 
beftowed  on  thofe  who  confli6led  in  the  Holy 
Land,  turned  the  balance  againft  the  infidels;  and 
more  and  more  ftraitened  every  day,  their  fall  and 
final  expulfion  approached  with  hafty  ftrides.     Yet 
thefe  mifcrabic  wars  wafted  the  fineft  country  in 
Chriftendom,  and  thinned  the  ranks  of  population, 
to  which  other  caufes  ftill  fupcrvening,  many  of  the 
moft  beautiful  and  fruitful  territories  lie  unculti- 
vated, and  almoft  without  an  inhabitant.     War  is 
always  a  fearful  fcourge,  every  thing  which  defer\^es 
the  name  of  Chriftian  abhors  it* 


But 
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But  whatever  Chriflianity  gained  in  thefe  partial 
i^nquefts  in  the  Weft^  in  thcEad  it  loft  in  a  more 
abundant  proportion.  The  Tartars  become  Ma* 
hometaos  under  the  mighty  Tamerlane,  deluged 
the  eaftern  world  with  blood  and  devaftation.  Be- 
fore him  fell  the  Ottoman  Emperor  Bajazet ;  and 
the  Greek  trembled  on  his  throne,  as  the  ravages  of 
the  Tartar  horfe  approached  the  Bofphorus.  But 
to  the  whole  Chrillian  name  this  terrible  conqueror 
was  peculiarly  fatal ;  not  fatisfied  with  fubjugation 
and  tribute,  he  refolvcd  to  compel  his  fubjcfls  to 
embrace  the  religion  of  their  mafter.  Death  in  its 
moft  tremendous  forms  rofc  up  at  the  command 
of  the  bigot  monarch,  to  terrify  into  apoftacy  the 
flaggering  and  the  feeble,  or  to  exterminate  the 
obftinate  :  whilft  the  mildcft  fate  allotted  to  any 
Chriftian  was  flavery  and  6xilc.  Thus  few,  very 
few  remained,  whether  Greeks  or  Neftorians, 
through  the  vaft  extent  of  this  newly  cre6lcd  em- 
pire, and  all  fell  proftrate  before  the  fword  of 
Tamerlane,  and  the  delufions  of  the  impoftor. 

Nor  did  the  promiiing  appearances  in  China 
and  the  North  of  Afia  long  fubfift.  Before  the 
end  of  the  century  a  change  of  government  in  that 
yaft  country,  completely  excluded  the  poffibility 
of  a  miffionary's  entrance ;  and  by  a  fundamental 
law  pf  the  new  dynafty,  no  flranger  might  pafs 

the 


the  fitmtitir  line,  on  penalty  of  death.  *rhu»  tcr* 
ttinated  the  efforts,  which  had  been  made^  in  dW- 
appointment^  and  the  final  abolition  of  the  Clmf* 
fian  profeiEon.  At  leafl'  no  records  avithenttc  rt^ 
imain^  of  any  fubfifting  eburches^  till  the  fixteenth 
century^  though  report  ftiggefb,  that  a  finaU  rem>- 
iiant  of  Nefiorians  was  flill  eencealed  in  the  re* 
motcr  provinces* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  ri. 

STATE  OP   THE   INTERNAL   CHUBCH. 

THE  numerous  fchools,  and  iinivcrlities  elU* 
blifhed,  promifed  an  abundant  harveft  of  li- 
terature. But  the  efFedls  were  not  anfwerabic  to 
thefe  expeflations,  as  the  prepofterous  methods  of 
tuition,  and  the  fcholailic  theology  diverted  the 
minds  of  the  ftudents  from  the  primary  obje^s 
of  fcience,  and  the  right  means  of  attaining  theW, 
to  fubtleties,  puerilities,  and  difcuffions,  on  fab- 
jedis  at  once  fo  intricate  and  ufelefs,  that  the  time 
and  labour  employed  upon  them,  produced  only  a 
kind  of  more  pompbus  ignorance. 

Arfftotle  itill  maintained  his  empire  in  all  the 
univerfities,  and  his  word  was  held  true  as  the 
gofpel.  A  few  of  a  myftical  turn  preferred  the  vt- 
fions  of  Plato.  The  Ariftotdians  alfo  were  divided, 
and  the  fedls  of  Nominalifts  and  Realifts^  at  no  time 
battled  it  with  greater  fury  than  in  the  prefentigi. 
The  former,  led  on  by  the  mighty  warriors  Oceania 
Buridan,. and  others;  and  flout ly  refifted  by  thfe 
realijl  doctors  of  the  Sbti)bnne,  fupported  by  the 
papal  fee,  offended  highly  with  ihe/^iritual  Fran* 

cifcanfl^ 


I 

283  IMPARTIAL  HISTORY  OP  {Ber.  S. 

cifcans,  to  whom  Occam  belonged,  for  their  ob- 
ftinatc  oppofition  to  the  edidls,  re(pe6ling  the  ridi- 
culous difputes  which  divided  them.  Condemned, 
prohibited  by  the  Univerfity  of  Paris,  and  a  ponti- 
fical fandlion  added  to  the  decree,  the  Nomitialifls 
ftill  refufcd  to  .yield,  and  the  perfccution  Jbut  en- 
raged their  zeal  and  increafcd  their  numbers ;  as  is 
ufually  the  cafe.    Ax.  1339. 

The  nobler  fcicnccs  of  geometry,  aftronomy,  and 
the  mathematics,  though  purfued  with  cagemefs, 
were  obfcurcd  by  the  pallion  for  aftrology,  with 
which  men  of  all  ranks,  learned  and  unlearned, 
high  and  low,  were  infecled.  To  read  the  defti- 
Dies  of  men  in  the  fiars,  was  the  great  book  now 
,iludied.;  and  notwithflanding  the  frequent  accula- 
tions  of  magic  and  witchcraft,  which  brought  the 

adventurous  imder  the  bloody  tribunal 
AN.  1337.  of   the    inquifition,    and    kindled   the 

flames  which  confumed  the  phyfician 
Afculanus,  others  were  not  deterred  by  his  fate 
from  purfuing  thcfc  abfurd  refearches  into  futu- 
rity. The  famous  Raymund  Lully  cfcaped,  whofc 
works  arc  yet  extant,  and  have  continued  to  fe- 
duce  many  in  the  purfuit  of  the  pliilofophers 
iione,  the  univcrfal  elixir,  and  other  wondrous  - 
inventions,  which  have  exercifed  the  folly  and  pa- 
tience Cjf  the  hermetical  philofophy* 


4v^ 
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''  Yet  geniufes  of  a  fuperior  order  arofe  in  the 
uniyerfity  of  Icttfers  ;  and  Petrarch  and  Dante^  id 
poetiy  iind  eloquence,  might  vie  with  .  the  firft  of 
the  Auguiian  ^e.  Indeed,  the  proofs  of  polite 
literature  and  philolbphy,  far  exceeded  the  theolo-* 
gical  clais,  the  produi5lions  of  which  fcarce  deferve 
to  be  mentioned  ;  and  their  manner  of  treating  di« 
vine  fubjedls  was  as  abftrufe  and  forbidding,  as 
their  matter  was  adulterated  and  unevangelical^ 
All  who  read  the  Bible,  and  relifticd  the  iimplicity. 
of  truth,  were  branded  as  heretics^  and  delivered 
over  to  their  tormentors. 

The  Church  of  Roitie  >^'as  at  its  funlmit  of  ar* 
rogance  and  abufcs ;  and  they  formed  a  regular 
dcfcent  to  the  lowed  of  the  facerdotal  tribe.  The 
begging  regiments  of  monks  dnd  friars  fought 
manfully  undicr  its  banners ;  the  kings  of  the  earth 
fcemed  to  have  given  tfeeir  power  unto  the  beaft  ; 
and  the  inquifitors,  implacable  as  inhuman^  watch- 
ed over  heretical  pravity  with  the  eyes  of  Argus^ 
to  keep  down  every  fpirit  which  breathed  reform, 
and  fuppofed  the  Church  could  poflibly  need  it, 
cither  in  its  head  or  its  members.  Yet,  under  all 
thefc  flattering  appearances  of  triumphant  domi*- 
nion,  fecret  caufes  were  working  to  weaken,  and 
finally  diiiblve  the  papal  tyranny  ;  to  which  three 
things  efpecially  contributed. 

Vol.  II.  .  U  ^.v. 
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Ant.  1305.     1.  The  removal  of  the  |iapel  lee'ta 
AingdoD  iri  France^  and  the  fehiibts  which  pre- 
ttiiled  in  it.     This  Icofened  the  beodis  df  ^pirttiia) 
obedience,  whilft  twD^  and  fomettmes  1^rceffk)pes 
together,  all  clahning  infallibility,  and  to  be  the 
fole  head  of  the  Church,  diflradted  the .  feaoful  to 
decide  to  tvhom  obedience  :was  due,  on  pain  of 
damnation,  thundered  out  ageinil  their  reciproeal 
partifans.     This  led  many  to  think  whether  -fucfa 
claims  were  to  be  found  in  the  ScripturBSydrfuoh 
obedience  4ue  to  either  of  them.    Nay,  whether  ^ 
vifible  head   was  at  all  eflfetitial  to  a.'ChriQian 
Church.     The  growing  wants  alfo  of  the  popes, 
and  their  increafing  rapacioufnefs,  rnveuled  new 
modes  of  oj^reffing  the  Chriftian  world,  and  added 
frefh  caufe  of  difguft  and   complaint.    Some  of 
their  dominions  being  ditlant,  and  unprodutftive, 
through  the  tumults  occafioned  by  their  abfence ; 
and  ftill  Jefs  productive  when  the  gains  and  plun- 
der were  to  be  divided  between  competitors,  ac- 
cording to  the  ftveral  nations  that  were  under  their 
obedience;  this  led  tothe  increafe  of  all  preced- 
ing abufes.     The  popes  claimed  the  jfirfi  fruits  of 
iall  ccclcfiaftical  benefices,  according  to  one  year's 
rated  value.     RefervafionSj  provijions^  and  cxpetfa-- 
trees y  put  all  ecclefiaftical  preferments  into  their 
difpofal,  a  right  they  derived  from  the  fhnitiide  of 
power  with  which  they  pretended  Chrill  had  in- 
vcflcd  them — and  of  this  they  made  the  moll  fcau- 

dalous 
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.  .the. GhrUlian  pale.     But.theflever-failt 
iL».  ,1316..  tt)glJw9eqf.iq4ulgenq?s^^s;^ill  pufhr 

ji^hp ,  JP :  f^i<l.  ito  iVvi^  Jeft  ;in .  this  tr^afuiy  .ftv^an^* 
t;Wflt\<y:  .aittlktps.of tfWing,  of  v^^hiqh  leightcen  miU 
lions  were  in  fpccje,  and  the,  reft  in  plate  ap4 
jewels^  the  plund|;r  ex,(o^Qd  (from  the  nations  uiv^ 
dqr  .his  obedience*.  'Such  exaiftipns^  and  fuch 
claims^  jho.wcfver  thty  mi^h[t  be  ca^ied  <lown(  for^ 
.ti.rpe,  tfopld  pot  but  revolt  n>any  who  dared  ex»- 
jfline  ^be  grqunds  of  them,  and  leave  in  every  nft- 
.tipn .a  blKtternefs  of  diiguft,  at  feeling  thcnnfelyQs 
thus  mercilefsly  drained  to  fupply  the  ^ide,  i^ 
vices,  and  the  tyranny  pf^feachgr, Roman  ppa- 

•tiffs. 

■'•/■■■ 

2i  A  fccoodc^tjfei  of  weakening  the  fecret  fpriogs 
of  .'the  .Roman  govern  jnent,  .was,  the  re0ftaQ«5 

• 

inade  tp  the, arrpgwt; claims  orBopifft^e,. fo  opeply 
avowfid,  and  jn,a.»Ii^tter  to  Philip^  king  pf  France, 
fo  ftrongly  enjoined  5  and  ^ftprw^rds  by  a  bull^fo- 
JenipJy  promulgated*-:^"  That  irfl  power,  f^mttftl 
*^.znd  Jempor/f I,  y^^sytfxed  by  J.efus  Chr^ft  in  the 
*'  Roman  fee."  That  every  being  of  the  human 
race,  who  dared  difbelicve  this  fa<5l,  or  withhold 

his  obedience,  was  thereby  conftituted 
.4fK.  1303.  an  ^r^/fV^.and  damped  to  all  eternity • 

^  Philip  was  not  a  man  to  fubmit  tp,  thefe 

U  2  amogaot 
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niTogant  pretenfions,  and  therefore  wifely  fet  him« 
lelf  to  reduce  within  bounds  thefe   extravagant 
claims,  which,  in  his  anfwcr  to  the  Pope,'  he  treat- 
ed  with  becoming  contempt :  and,  in  an  aflembly 
'of  his  peers,  not  only  reje6led  all  fuch  infolent 
•demands,  but  engagfed  Ihem  to  concur  with  hini 
in  an  accufation  of  herefy  and  fimony  agaiiift  the 
"Pop6  himlclfj-  drawn  up  by  an  intrepid  lawyer, 
Nogaret,  and  demanding  an  oecumenical  council 
to  judge  and  depofe  him.     The  furious  Bontface 
immediately  launched  all  the  thunders  of  the  Va- 
-tican  at  his  head.     But  as  they  needed  only  to  be 
defpifed  to  be  harmleft,  Philip,  fupported*  by  fefs 
'-ft^tes,  prepared. to  carry  his  purpofes  into  efFeft, 
and  fcnt  Nogaret  with  orders  to  fcize  the  refrac- 
tory pontiff,  and  bring  him  bound  to  Lyons  to  be 
judged.     As  Philip  had  a  ftrong  party  at  Rome, 
'his  envoy  fcizcd  the  Pope  at  Anagni,  where  he 
'fexpe(5ted  no  fuch  vifitant,  and  treating  him  with 
"ipvery  indignity,  fo  wounded  the  head  which  bofe 
-the  tiara,  with  his  gauntlet,  that  though  the  pon- 
tiff was  rrfcued  by  the  people,   and  carried  to 
Rome,  lie  died  of  the  wounds  he  had  received,' or 
-the  fever  brought  on  by  rage  and  vexation.     An. 
1303.  ^ 


t 


'  His  fucceflbr  over-a\ved,  recalled  the  excommu- 
nication. But  Philip  continued  with -a  high  hand 
to  demand  the- condemnation  of  Boniface,  and  the 

.  -    '  lupprcf- 
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fuppreilipn  of  the  KKi<»iT&  TEMPLABS5  accafed  of 
heinous  crimes ;  though  their  only  real  ones  ap*-; 
pear  to  have  been  their  wealthy: which  Philip  wapVr 
ed^  and  their  daring  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  Boni-^ 
face,  whom  he  had  refolved  to  punifli.  To  efFe<?t 
this,  on  the  next  ele6lion^  he  fecured  the  papal  chair 
for  a  creature  of  his  own,  Clement  V.  whom  he- 
engaged  to  reiide  at  Avignon,  to  be  more  under 
bis  immediate  influence.  To  his  pride  and  covet- 
oufnefs  the  Templars  were  facrificed ;  and  thus 
Clement  V.  compromifcd  the  faving  the  hoobur  of 
the  holy  fee,  in  order  that  Boni^^ce  might  efcape 
condemnation,  on  which,  though  dcad^  Philip 
Arongly  iniifted. 

It  was  of  bad  example  to  (how,  that  the  popes 
might  be  reiifted  with  impunity.  When  therefore 
John  XXII.  prcfumed  to  interfere  in  imperial-quar- 
rels, to  arrogate  to  himfelf  to  decide  between  rival 
candidates,  and  to  difpofe  of  the  empire,  as  if  it 

had  been  a  Roman  fief,  Lewis  of  Ba- 
AN.  1324.  varia  followed  the  fteps  of  Philip,  and 

defpifing  the  papal  edi6l  which  depofed 

him  from  his  throi>e,  and  the  excommunicatiou 

which  followed,  dooming  him  to  eternal  perdition, 

•    he,  by  his  own  authority,  depofeji  John, 

AN.  1328.  as  unworthy  the  fep,  and  placed  iq  it 

Nicholas  theFifth,  from  whom  ho  rccejvr 
^d  at  Ronie  the  imperial  crown*    After  fomo  timo^ 

U  3  Nicholas 


NidholiA  fubm!tt6d  h1nifi;1f-td  J6!in  A  Avi|n6». 
But  the  conteft  biit^een  the  P6pe  Atd  EttipHrbi; 
to  deftfoy  each  others  }ail6d  till  this  de#th  dt  ffyi 
coAnpetitord;  and  eacfc  fat  firm  iti  his  thfohi. 

Lev^s  not  only  reflfted  bimfelfi  biit  faugfet  6tHew 
to  refift.  AH  who  wete  peffecuted  by  the  Rornaii 
(fee  and  its  inquifitort,  fled  to  him  fof*  prdtciKori; 
and  ranged  thiemfclves  under  his  banners.  Among 
thefe  were  the  excellent  MaHilius  of  Paduft,  whtf 
defended  the  Emperor  with  his  peft ;  and  tftitiy  of 

■  _  ■      ■  "  '  ■ 

the  Bcghards,  Fratricelli,  arid  others,  called  here* 

tics,  who,  fafe  uhder  imperial   patronage,  were 

taught  by  experience,  that  papal  anathemas,  whxcK 

fcould  not  be  enforced,  were  not  to  be'  feared. 
.  •  •     .'  .  *    . 

3.  The  difputes  dmorig  the  Franfeifcans,  in  which 
the  popes  fo  often  and  fruitlefsly  interfered,  ferved 
greatly  to  roufc  a  fpi^it  of  refiftance  to  thfeir  au- 
thority. 

A  great  conteft  was  maintained  thrdugh  all  this 
century,  between  the  figiri  and  relaxed  Francifcans, 
about  the  rules  of  their  order.  The  rigid,  called 
Jpritualy  would  fubmit  to  no  compromife^  but 
would  be  beggars,  ahfolutCy  and  deftitute  of  all  claim 
to  any  right  ofufe,  evert  to  the  rags  they  wore.  The 
mtigated  mk,  admitted  of  the  u/e  without  thc/rc- 
perty  ^  and,  that  what  they  got  by  beg^ng  might 

be 
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belaid  up  in  ^prcbquies  for  ^.day  of  wapt.  Tbv 
was  aa  ii^piable  breach  of  the  order  ia  the  eyei 
of  the  fpiritual :  and  this  ridiculous  coqteft  qcca* 
floned  more  trouble,  rexation,  difputes^  and  enmi- 
ties^ t^an  ail  the  eilential  dodrioes  of  Cbriiiianity 
put  together.  Sometimes  the  popes  favoured  one 
of  the  parties ;  but  wiil^Iy,  in  general,  endeavoured 
to  compromife  the  diflcrenccs.  The  rigid  could 
bear  no  abatement  of  the  moft  auftere  rules  of  St. 
Francis^  and  determined  they  would  be  beggars  ia 
(pite  of  all  papal  dcciiioos*  For  this,  at  interval^, 
they  were  miferably  periecuted,  and  four  of  the 
mod  zealous  fuffercd  in  flames  at  Marfeilles,  wbilft 
Delitioii,  theli:  bead,  died  in  prifon.  Theie  martyrs 
to  their  caufe  were  adored  by  their  brethren,  and 
po  decifions  of  popes  or  inquifitors  could  prevent 
the  veneration  in  which  they  were  held.  An.  1 3 1 8* 

^'  That  neither  Chrifl:  or  his  apoftles  poflcfled 
^^  any  thing  in  common,  or  perfonally,  by  right  qf 
"  property  ;"  was  aflcrtcd  by  one  oith^ffirituah^ 
This  the  JDominicans  denied.  The  flame  burfl  oat 
with  frefh  violence.  The  popes  fought  to  appeafe 
it.  The  very  vitals  of  gofpel  truth  were  in  danger. 
Silence  was  in  vain  enjoined  upon  the  angry  d^jf- 
putants  ;  they  would  fight,  in  fpitc sof^hcir  father. 
Thus  Dominicans  againll  Francifcans,^  andFra^- 
cifc^ns  againft  Dominicans ;  and  to  make  confuflon 
more  confufcd^  Franp^c^ns  agaipft  francifcan?, 

U  4  waged 
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waged  irreconcile/ible  war ;  which  the  holy  pontiffs, 
liding  fometirnes  with  the  one,  and  ibmetimes  with 
the  other,  could  neither  terminate  nor  allay. 

The  inquifition  worked  hard  to  deftroy  this  re- 
fradory  fpirit :  and  after  fountains  of  blood  open- 
ed, thefe  Francifcan  beghards  continued,  though 
fupprcfled,  uneradicated.  To  dole  thefe  wounds, 
at  laft  the  popes  confented  to  a  divifion  of  the  or- 
der, into  thofe  who  perfifted  in  tht/everer  rule  of 
difcipline,  and  thofe  who  admitted  a  mitigation  of 
it.  The  one  bore  the  name  of  conventual  brethreny 
the  other,  the  brethren  of  ob/eruation.  Yet,  even 
to  this,  many  refufed  to  acquiefce-;  and  profefled 
to  prefer  St.  Francis  before  popes,  and  councils, 
his  rule  to  the  gofpel,  and  his  perfon,  if  not  to  a 
fuperiority,  yet  to  an  equality  with  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  fictions  invented  concerning  St.  Francis, 
and  fan<5lioned  even  by  the  popes,  arc  horrible. 
The  Francifcans,  to  exalt  their  leader,  determined 
to  affimilate  him  to  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  aflerted 
he  bore  the  five*  wounds  of  Chrift,  imprefled  upon 
him  by  the  divine  Maftcr  himfclf,  that  he  might  be 
admitted  into  the  moft  complete  refemblance  of 
himfelf.  And  if  we  believe  credible  hiftory,  it  is  a 
fa<5t,  that  fuch  ftigmas  were  found  upon  his  body  ; 
wounds  inflidVed  no  doubt  by  fanaticifm,  or  craft, 
to  render  him  a  higher  objedt  of  veneration  to  his 

,    difciples. 
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difciples.  The  Dominicans  ridicule  thefe  preten- 
fions  ;  the  Francifcans  hold  them  firmer  than  the 
articles  of  faith :  and  books  of  blafphemy  upon 
blafphemy,  have  been  produced  by  thefe  zealous 
followers,  to  manifeft  the  conformities  of  St.  Francis 
with  Jefus  Chrift.  Albizi  produced  forty  perticu^ 
lars,  but  a  Spani(h  monk  produced  four  thoufand, 
tending  to  demonftrate  the  perfcdl  equality  of  St. 
Francis,  with  the  Saviour  of  mankind. 

What  the  ftate  of  the  world  in  every  thing  worr 
thy  the  name  of  Chrifiian  muft  be,  when  thefe 
contells  could  fo  folemnly  engrofs  the  nominal 
Church,  may  be  ealily  conceived.  Indeed,  the 
corruption,  by  every  account,  was  equal  to  the 
folly  ;  and  the  infolence  of  the  Romifh  tyranny 
could  only  be  exceeded  by  the  defpicablc  rnean*- 
nefs  with  which  it  was  generally  borne. 


aiAP. 
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-  -     :        CHAP.  III. 

*0N    Tfif.   OOVBRNMENTT   OF    THE    CHURCH^    HBKE^ 
81^8^    DiSPUTESy-RrTESy   AND    CEREMONIES* 

•  ■ 

THE  papacy,  wherever  feated^  or  however  torq 
with  inteftine  divifions,  maintained  its  proud 
daims  of  dominion  over  all  perfons,  eccleiiaftical 
cr  civil,  aflTuming  all  powers  in  heaven  and  upon 
earth.     But  as  this  was  difputed,  a  continual  war- 
fare was  maintained  by  the  princes,  who  ailerted 
their  independence,  and  by  all  who  prefumed  to 
find  fault  with  the  tyranny  of  Rome.     Her  de- 
fenders, however,  were  flrong  and  numerous.  The 
canonijis,  who  lived  by  the  courts  fpiritual,  were 
their  learned  advocates ;  the  monks  and  clergy  all 
decided  fatcllitcs  ;   the  inquifitors  their  bloody  exe- 
cutioners: whilft  the  reverence  acquired  by  long 
prelcription,  and  fupported  by  the  luggeftion  of 
its  being  due  to  Chrift's  immediate  vicar  upon 
earth,  caft  a  glory  around  the  pontifts  not  eafily 
tarnifticd.     The  preceding  chapter  will  flicw  the 
height  of  their  exaltation,  and  the  caufes  that  pre- 
pared the  w«iy  for  their  abafement.   Their  very  de- 
fenders were  among  the  authors  of  their  fall ;  f  jr 
the  fcandalous  lives  of  the  monks  and  clergy  were 

too 
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too  vifible  not  to  be  noliced  ;  and  even  the  rtiea^ 
dicarit  tribes  of  DDttiinicaws  and  Francifcans,  with 
all  their  poverty ; and  obedience,  were  gjreatly  be* 
lied,  if  th^  mofikirti  cov^l  did  not  conceal  the  moft 
fdiindal6iis  immoralities  and  vices ;  Which  fome  of 
the  mofe  difciplinarian  popes  endeavoured  to  rt^ 
medy  in  vain.  The  or^fers  had  advanced  them* 
felves  fo  high  in  the  courts  of  princes  and  in  their 
fivour,  were  fo  difperfed  through  the  wofid,  and 
fo  united  in  the  defence  of  their  privileges,  that.the 
popes  xH'ei-e  compelled  to  rcfpedl  the  beggars  they 
had  rriade ;  and  fuperftition  had  attached  fuch 
fandlity  to  their  habit^  that  tnultitudcs  in  their  dy^ 
ing  hours  putt:hafcd  admiflion  into  their  order,  or 
remeitibered  them  liberally  in  their  wills,  that  they 
might  at  leaft  be  buried  in  the  meridicant*s  rags^ 
and  fo  bear  fome  relation  tb  the  fraternity,  in  hopet 
at  the  day  bf  judgment  to  ftand  a  betttef  ohaticA, 
in  thefe  beggars'  weeds.  Yet  the  univerftl  fpreaid 
of  thefe  6rder$,  the  pmtedlioftof  the  pontiffs,  thcif 
advancement  to  the  highcft  diftinflions,  their  aii 
fumpt'idn  of  the  firft  places  in  thfe  univerfity  chairs^ 
and  above  all,  the  diminution  of  power  and  wealth 
occafioned  by  their  privileges,  to  the  prelates  and 
fecular  clergy,  made  them  hated,  though  feared ; 
and  ftirred  up  many  to  difpute  their  rights,  and  to 
be  jealous  of  their  influence.  The  univerfities  of 
Oxford  and  Paris  refifted  their  claims  ;  and  though 
the  monks  wem  vigorouily   fupportcd   by   thdu: 
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pontifical  matters,  many  fet  themfelves.  to  write 
againft  their  abufes,  and  fome  even  to  deny  the 
papal  authority,  to  grant  fuch  privileges.  John 
dc  Polliac  in  France,  Richard  Archbifhop  of  Ar- 
magh, and  others,  refifted ;  but  in  vain.  The 
monks  triumphed  at  the  court  of  Rome,  over  all 
their  adverfaries.     An.  1320 — 1356. 

An.  1360.  The  famous  WicklifF particularly  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  in  this  controverfy ;  and  fecond- 
ed  the  Archbifhop  in  his  oppofition  to  the  en- 
croachments of  ihcfe  infolent  beggars,  on  the  pri- 
vileges and  flatu^^cs  of  his  univerfity  at  Oxford ;  . 
and  through  the  fides  of  their  companions,  the 
popes,  and  Roman  fee  itfelf,  received  many  hard 
blows  from  this  intrepid  Englifhman ;  for  vhich 
the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  Langham,  a  crea- 
ture of  the  papacy,  deprived  him  of  the  wardcur 
fhip  of  Canterbury  Hall,  now  Chrift's  Church,  and 
put  a  monk  in  bis  place ;  which  decifion,  the  Pope, 
on  appeal,  confirmed.     For  they  who  appeal  from 
ecclefiaftic  to  ecdefiaftic,  can  hope  for  little  juf- 
tice.  Naturally  incenfed  at  this  oppreffion,  as  well 
as  zealous  for  the  honour  of  his  univerfity,  Wick- 
liflT  fpared  not  the  tyranny  of  Rome,  or  the  abufes 
of  that  government ;    whilfl:  he   treated  all    the 
monkifh  order  with  equal  fcverity  and  contempt. 
He  exhorted  ail  men  to  read  the  Scriptures  for 
themfelves ;  -and  ijelblvcd  to  procure  them  that  op- 
portunity. 
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pdrtunity,  by  tranflating  the  Bible  into  his*  nativK 
tongue,  afid  difperfing  copies  as  widely- as  "poffiHlel 
A  crime  of tlils*€iiarmtty  could*  not  efca]^'' tiplfeW 
pal  cognizance ;  and  bn"  tire  accufetion' of  tl*e<iJ 
monks^  Stklhury,  Arcbbifliop^crT^Ganterbary,  forofi 
' '  •  iftofted  the  beWtic  bcfoni  a  cfeuti^-  aft 
AN.  1377.  London:;  where  nothing  could  have 
prevented  bis  cc?ndemnalion,''lMitP  flie 
favour  Of  J^H  a  Giurt;  :»i1e«  of-  Laricafter;'^aBd 
other  nobiem^n^  who  bortoUredtbe^fefbrftiei';  dtld 
protected  him  from  violence.  The  great,  fcbifitt 
of  the  popedom  juft  then  happening,  the  iiccufa- 
tion  flepf  •  and  WickllfF  bddTil^  roftory  o?  Latter- 
worth,  and  difleminated,  far  and  wide,  with  tb'e 
Scriptures,  tt>^printipre6' of  truth  and- irf- f be  *ft9- 

fbWnation.  :  A-ltlCceeditig  Afchbift'dp, 
AN.  \3B5V  ChufTifiey^  .  at   the  'inftigation* -of '*hc 
•  monks,  rpvi ved  the  proteefs ;  arid  thbiigh 
WicklifF*s  pdffon  yet  efcaped  the  ffames^  his  books 
and  opinions  did  not;  being  judged  in  twocoiih^ 
oils  held  at  Lotidon  atid  Oxford,  heretical  afid  t!lt- 
ronedtis.   How  he  avoided  the  effects  of  their  map 
lice, 'is'  uncertain*;    whether  by   humiliations^   eft: 
through  thcjlknle  powerful- protedlion  wiiicliise 
•u   aihad".  before  experienced^ .  He-mtitid, 
AN.  1387*  however,  to  his  benefice  in  the  coun- 
try, and  (hortly  after  finiihed  his  glofij- 
0U8  career  ;  leaving  behind  him  the  ibeda -*\Mbiih 

were 
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iVieppp:fo;))nng  forth  frpils  of  :etcr9i§J'l>fe  tpvmiliioffM 
j^  oobom.  J|ji$  fpHon^fs  wdre  not  aa  happy  99 
th^r  Jeader3  many  of  tfa^n,  lUKler  the  cieoomina- 

tiop^of AKjr^and  Wick^tmi  w^rclmnted  out 

• 

by  tfbe  4Mi3K>ps  :and  !tbek'in4)i;ii(itor&,^0d  prcK;eeckd 
jlgak^  with  nil  the  unrelenting  cruelty  of  their 
COMfteWjci^fiaftical...  T-he'vengfiaiKc  which  Wick- 
]iff*s  .living  peripn  cfeaped,  'fell  upon  his  dead 
iK^nes^  which,;  ip  jcODii^uwce  of  a  decree  of  tbei 

c^ftncil-of^kmftaptp^riBifefe.iLfterwa^  up,  aad 
p|ttWiifIy.:b>irnt. 

r 

,^r|je  I^IIards.,  .wfep  twv  :becaine,markied  as  m 
Jierelical  ictStj  and  afforded  a  g$n§r^l  *@aine  for 
ii^iufn  ai;id  perfecution,  were  originall|y  irom  Flan- 
4eFS»  The  clergy  ;an4;  (ppnks  nQt  .cbpfing  to  at- 
Igpdithe.fick  andidyipg  m  pcftileptia!  difordcrs,  or 
:to  pr/c>curc  burial  for  their.  corpfes„  a  fet  of  brethren 
4»ji  iifters,  whorcfepfe  St;  Alexius. fprt^heir  patron, 
aflbciated  for  thefe  humane  ;QfS.c0j3.;  .and,  received 
JtKei  flame  of  Cellites^  irotti  the  cells  to  which  they 
retired  ;  and  oi  LoUanJs^fvoxxt  the.  dirges  fung  at 
•thefe  funerals.  Their  pfalnaody  attracted  tnany, 
;Uhd  aflbciations  of  a  hke  kind  rterc  HTormed  in 
^HWnault,  iBrabant,  .and  many  parts  6f  Germany^ 
-\ybere  thefe  perfons  were  in  nothing,  more  diJSin- 
-guiihed  than  by  their  Jingtng  :  Their  name  being 
i4(pclved  from  the  High  Dutch  word^  lullen^  Anging 

in 
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in  a  plaintive  tone  of  vcucc^  as  the  beghards  liiad 
received  theirs  from  the.  word  heggetiy  or  praying 
earnefily.  And  tbefe  ftannes  and  ie6ts  hc^u  to  bo 
confi>unded  together^  as  probably  the  fame  peribnt 
were.asoblervable  from  the  hymns  they  fang,  ot 
the  earneftncfs  of  the  prayers  which  they  oiTered.' 
As  the  term  Beghardy  fo  the  name  Lollard  was 
imputed  ithUfcrhnioately  to  aU'who  fell  under  he- 
retical fuf||)icion^  wjietber^  Hke  WickUfT,  they  imre 
men  of  true  zeal  ami  C^iriftian  piety,  or  belonged 
to  the  multitude  of  reformers  of  every  kind,  who 
fprung  up,  bearing  tcilimony  again  ft  papal  abuiibs-; 
though,  as  their  enemies  affirmed,  cloaking  the 
greateft  crimes,  and  moft  hcreticd  opinions  under 
the  proleiiion  of  faodUty.  .Their  .({rofdSon,  in- 
deled,  was  evidefit;  but  'the  crimes  iitk  ^general 
chained  i^pon  thcm^  probably  -their  gfery.  Many 
ofthefe,  efpecially  when  they  lofi  their  gi?eat  (up- 
port  in  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  the  Emperor,  who  had 
prote<Sled  them  frqmrpqpal  perf^i^itiOi>^  •  feH  into 
the  hands  of  the  inqui^tprs :  and  Others,  \  to  :favd 
themfelves  from  prifon  .and  death,,  di.fperfed  and 
fled,  wherever  they  could  be  hid,  or  find.protecs 
tion.  Bohemia  received  many  of  the  fugitives^ 
where  they  joined  the  difcontented  with  the  papat 
ufurpations,  formed  the  party  after  palled  HujOStes^ 
and  became  the  firft  fruits  or  revivers  bf  the  BobQ« 
nuao  and  Momvian  brethren. .  ^^ 

The 
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The  fubtleties  of  Arifiotle^  and  the  fchobis  alia' 
jpcreafed  the  number  of  heretics^  and  made  work 
Ibr  the  inquilitors,  whilft  the  deep  pbilofophical 
difputants  were  ready  to  dart  queilions,  and  broach 
opinions  impious  and  heretical,  for  which  fome 
were  burnt^  and  others  prudently  retradtcd. 

As.  1887.  The  Dominicans  particularly  brought 
upon  tbemfelves  thfe  indignation  of  the  Univerfity 
of  Paris,  for  difputing  the  immaculate  conception  of 
the  Firgin :  and  Montefonus,  their  champion^  was? 
excommunicated  by  the  Popc^  to  the  great  triumph 
of  the  Francifcads;  The  famous  Duns  Scotus,  thcf 
Fnmcilban,  alTailed  the  Dominican  DodJor,  Aqui-^ 
nas,  and  the  body  of  each  order  ranged  themfelvcd 
on  the  fide  of  their  eqiialljr  fubtte  and  atbfurd  gla-? 
diatorial  leaders.  The  immaculMe  conception  of  Maty 
prevailed. 

A  more  important  cohtroveriy  was  maintained 
by  the  fame  doughty  champions,  Scotifts  dgainft 
Thomftsy  on  the  long  difputed  articles  of  the  free-- 
dom  of  the  human  will^  the  nature,  and  meajure  of 
divine  grace j  the  eternal  purpofes  of  God,  tind  the 
means  of  accomplifhing  them  ;  with  other  curious 
queftions  on  hdily  identity :  both  claimed  the 
Church  and  her  authority,  and  had  it.  But  as 
contradidiions  cannot  be  true,  and,  both  fides  wetvfe 

admitted 
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admitted  to  be  good  Catholics,  and  found  in  tbo 
faith,  this  was  compelled  to  be  a  drawn  battle^ 
and  each  continued  to  bold  their  own  opinions. 

The  unhappy  Ichifm  between  the  Greek  and 
Latin  churches  could  not  be  healed.  For,  how- 
ever in  the  hour  of  diftrefs,  the  Grecian  emperors 
and  patriarchs  were  difpofed  to  fecure  the  Roman 
affiftance  by  conceffions,  the  clergy  and  people 
revolted  at  the  idea  ;  and  in  the  end,  the  dilpute 
was  as  bitter  as  at  the  beginning. 

I  cannot  dwell  on  the  new  fedl  of  myftics,  the 
illumines  of  that  day,  who  could  fee  the  divine 
glory  by  long  fixing  their  eyes  on  their  navels: 
nor  whether  this  was  "  a  portion  of  the  eternal 
*'  light  in  which  God  dwells,"  and  whether  **  this 
light  is  diftindl  from  the  divine  eflence,"  and 
the  feme  that  appeared  on  Mount  Tabor ;"  and 
whether  there  be  a  difference  between  ^^  the  eflence 
*'  of  God  and  his  attributes."  The  prelate,  Pala- 
mas,  and  the  monk,  Barlaam,  ihall  be  at  liber- 
ty re(pe<Sling  thefe  things,  to  anathematife  each 
other. 

An.  1348.  A  more  awful  fcene  prefents  itfclf  ia 
the  execution  of  the  various  denominations  of  he- 
retics, by  the  inquifitors  of  Chrift's  vicar  upoqi 

Vol.  IL  X  carUi. 
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^flortb.  *Thty  were  hunted  out  in  every  part  of 
Cbrrftendom^  and  under  the  names  of  Beghards, 
Lollards^  Wickliffites,  Waldenfes,  Gttliari^  Apof- 
toHcs,  and  Brethren  of  the  free  Spirit,  compelled 
to  abjure,  or  perifh  :  confuted  by  the  keen  di(pu- 
tant.  Duns  Scotus,  but  more  powerfully  prefled  by 
the  arguments  of  tortures,  racks,  gibbets,  fire,  and 
chains.  Being  compriicd  under  the  general  name 
&(  heretics,  it  will  be  difficult  to  feparate  inno- 
cence from  guilt,  error  from  falfchood,  and  the 
fknatic  and  inunoral,  from  the  follower  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  the  godly  in  Chrift  Jefus :  as  in 
truth  thcfe  were  equally  criminal  in  the  eyes  of 
their  perfecutors,  wherever  they  flood  connefled 
with  that  greateft  of  all  crimes,  rejedlion  of  the 
tyranny,  and  complaint  of  the  abufes  of  the  Church 
of  Rome. 

The  JVhlpfers  alfo  renewed  their  flagellations, 
to  which  they  annexed  the  mofl:  meritorious  vir- 
tues, as  equal  to  baptifm,  and  fuperfeding  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  ;  and  their  procef- 
fions  occafioned  no  fmall  difturbanccs.  The  ana- 
themas of  Clement,  and  the  fires  of  inquifitors, 
ftrove  to  extirpate  thefe  wandering  fanatics  in  vain. 

An.  1373.  A  more  joyous  fedl  in  Liege  and 
Flanders,  exercifed  the  judges  of  heretical  pravity. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  were  the  Jumpers^  who  aflemblcd  of  both 
fexcs,  and  holding  hand  in  hand,  difplayed  thd 
tnoft  extraordinary  geftures;  till  exhauftcd  with 
the  violence  of  their  continued  motions,  they  fell 
breatblefs  to  the  ground,  pretending  at  thcfc  fea- 
fons  to  receive  vifions  and  revelations.  The  igno- 
rant clergy  regarded  them  as  demoniacs,  and  by 
incenfe  and  exorcifms,  endeavoured  to  caft  out  the 
dancing  devils  from  the  deluded  fraternity.  The 
French  Convulfionifts,  and  the  Welch  Jumpers, 
have  had  predeceflbrs  of  the  fame  ftamp.  There 
is  nothing  new  under  the  fun.  Yet  knavery  and 
folly  arc  more  tolerable  than  cruelty.  At  the  one 
we  can  fmile,  at  the  other  we  (hudder. 

Ax.  1350.  Clement  the  Sixth,  not  willing  to  wait 
a  hundred  years,  and  having  difcovered  that  the 
jubilee  among  the  Jews  was  obferved  every  half 
century,  feized  the  plaufible  pretext  to  gratify  the 
devotion  of  pilgrims,  and  profit  by  their  credulity* 
His  fucccflbrs  improved  upon  the  hint,  and  (hort- 
ened  yet  the  term  to  five-and-twenty  years.  There 
Wanted  no  pretext ;  the  advantage  of  the  cafe  fu- 
perleded  all  other  reafons. 

To  make  plenty  of  holidays,  Innocent  V.  added 
to  their  number,  the  feftival  of  the  lance;  of  the 
?UiiIsy  and  of  the  croxvn  of  thorns^  with  their  appro- 
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priate  forms  and  ceremonies ;  and,  horrible  to  re- 
late, the  feftival  of  the  five  woumlsy  made  fo  facred 
by  the  ftigmas  imprefled  on  St.  Francis,  to  pleafe 
the  Francifcans,  was  added  to  the  calendar.  \v'hilft 
the  heretic  John  XXII.  enjoined  Gabriel's  faiuta- 
tion  of  Mary,  to  be  added  to  every  Chriftiarrs 
daily  prayers.  Nothing  was  too  grofs  or  ablurd 
for  the  folly,  ignorance,  and  fuperflition  of  the 
age. 


(:iiYi\ 
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CHAP.  IV. 

ON    THE   TRUE    SPIRITUAL    CHURCH    OP    CHRIST. 

IT  is  reviving,  amiclfl:  the  dark  and  dreary  fcenes 
through  which  we  muft  toil,  to  fee  a  beam  of 
light  darting  acrofs  the  difmal  gloom  ;  and  pro- 
mifing  a  rifing  fun  to  difpel  the  clouds  of  igno- 
rance and  error. 

WicklifF  ftands  among  the  forcmofl,  whofe  la- 
bours tended  to  enlighten  the  fphcre  in  which  he 
moved,  and  to  unbar  the  gates  of  truth,  which  had 
been  (hut  by  the  feclufion  of  the  oracles  of  God 
from  the  fight  of  the  people. 

The  fprcading  fcv5ts  of  Lollards,  and  their  fel- 
lows, into  whatever  miflakes  the  fpirit  of  the  times 
might  lead  them,  all  united  in  examining  the  ini-* 
quitous  claims  of  Rome  ;  in  difcovering  the  delu- 
fions  of  the  fuperftitions  by  which  they  had  been 
cnflaved  ;  the  pricft-craft  by  which  they  had  been 
plundered  ;  and  the  unchriftian  cruelty  pf  their 
ecclcfiaftical  perfecutors.  To  fqch  fuperiors  they 
might  well  refufe  obedience,  and  plead  for  that 
hated  word^  reform.  All  attempts  to  quench  the 

X  3  rifing 
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riiing  flame^  though  fucceeding  in  one  fpot,  only 
drove  the  perfecuted  to  another,  where  it  broke  out 
afrefh,  and  continued  to  fpread  in  fpite  of  all  at- 
tempts to  extinguilh  it.     The  Waldenfes  and  Al- 
bigenfes,  increafed  in  the  South  of  France  and 
Switzerland.  The  Beghards  and  Lollards  wandered 
through  Flanders  and  Germany.  Bohemia  received 
the  perfecuted  refugees,  and  adopted  them  and 
their  fentiments.   The  faithful  were,  indeed,  com- 
paratively few,  and  found  generally  in  the  lowed 
ranks  of  life,  efpecially  among  the  weavers  of  Ant- 
werp and  the  Netherlands.     Some,  who  bore  the 
XJames  of  heretical  infamy,  probably  deferved  re- 
proach ;  but  there  was  a  chofen  generation,  a  rem- 
pant,  according  to  the  eledion  of  grace,  whom  all 
the  waters  of  error  could  not  quench,  nor  the  floods 
of  perfecution  drown. 

TheUniverfity  of  Oxford  had  the  honour  of  pro- 
ducing the  firfl  eminent  Englifh  reformer,  and  the 
crime  of  perfecuting  and  expelling  him.  The  Do- 
ininicans  and  Francifcans,  who  then  bore  rule, 
could  neither  endure  the  light  of  the  fcripture 
truth,  nor  the  purity  of  fcripture  condudl ;  but, 
evuljo  unonon  deficit  alter  \  others  arofe  to  maintain 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints,  and  to  fpread 
the  tranflatioas  of  the  oracles  of  God. 

What 
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What  real  religion  remained  in  the  Eaft,  among 
the  Greeks  or  Neftorians,  it  is  difficult  ta  afcer- 
tain.     Yet  I  cannot  but  hope,  from  pad  experi* 
ence,  that  the  perfecutions  which  thinned  their 
ranks,  would  purify  their  fpirits ;  and,  that  thofe 
who  dared  to  fuffer  the  lofs  of  all  things,   and 
death  itfeif,  for  Jcfus  Chrift  and  his  name,  were 
living  members  of  his  body  myftical.      In   the 
Weft,  the  numbers  grccitly  increafed  of  thofe  who 
emancipated  themfelves  from  the  yoke  of  bondage; 
nud  whatever  abufes  might  attend  the  liberty  they 
claimed,  a  people  arofe  to  be  to  the  praife  of  the 
glory  of  God's  grace,  refolute  to  fufFer  any  tor- 
ments, rather  than  Itibmit  to  idolatry  and  fuperfti- 
lion  ;  and  zealous  to  fpread  through  the  Chriftian 
world  the  neceffity  of  confulting  the  oracles  of 
God  ;   renouncing  all  dominion  of  men  over  their 
faith,  that  they  might  become  followers  of  God  as 
dear  children.     It  is  plcafingly  obfervablc,  bow  all 
true  fpiritual  religion  appears  in  every  age  under 
the  fame  form.   The  names  with  which  thefe  noti- 
conformifts  to  an  evil  world  are  branded,  may  be 
different ;  but  a  name  of  reproach  and  odium  they 
ever  have  had,  and  ever  will  have,  whilft  men  hatjs 
the  light,  nor  come  unto  the  light.     The  things 
■  i5.hich  affixed  thefe  ftigmas  upon  them,  were Jir/g- 
in^  hymtis  and  pfalms^  p^^yi^^g  ^'/^A  great  devotion^ 
^nd  a  love  and  diligent  reading  of  the  word  of  God. 

X4  May 
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May  every  age  produce  an  increafing  multitude  of 
fuch  Beghards,  Lollards,  and  Wickliffites  ! 

Yet  thefe  were  in  general  fo  few  comparatively, 
and  (b  inferior,  in  all  that  the  world  calls  good  and 
great,  that  they  gave  no  very  alarming  apprehen-r 
fions  to  their  lordly  mailers.  I'ower,  wealth,  wif- 
dom,  and  multitudes  were  leagued  againft  them  ; 
and  it  is  matter  of  aftonifhment,  how  the  burning 
bufh  continued  unconfumed  amidft  the  flames. 


CENTURY 
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CENTURY  XV. 
CHAP.  I. 

EXTERNAL    STATE    OF    THE    CHRISTIAN    CHURCH. 

THE  laft  poor  remains  of  the  Grecian  empire 
were  now  ready  to  fall  under  the  Mahomedaa 
yoke  :  wafted  with  inceflant  war  and  harafled  by 
thefc  conquerors,  the  Chriflians  through  Afia  were 
compelled  to  bow  their  necks  to  their  dominion, 
and  many  to  adopt  their  religion.  Reduced  to 
)ittlc  more  than  the  city  of  Conftantinople,  in  vaia 
they  invoked  the  help  of  the  weftern  world.  The 
Pope,  more  anxious  to  reduce  them  to  fpiritual  fub- 
jedtion  than  to  enable  them  to  maintain  their  li- 
berties, c^eceiyed  them  with  promifes  of  afliftancey 
in  order  to  engage  their  fubmiffion,  which  he  was 
either  unwilling  or  unable  to  afford  them.  The 
dreadful  hqur  arrived,  and  Conftantinople  fell: 
the  terror  of  it  alarmed  the  weftern  world,  yet 
could  not  unite  the  Chriftian  princes  in  any 
common  bond  to  pppofe  a  torrent,  that  threatened 
quickly  to  deluge  the  Weft,  as  it  had  done  the 
Eaft.     An.  1453. 

The  regions  of  Tartary,  and  the  adjacent  pro- 
vinces^ with  the  vaft  empire  of  China,  returned 


again  to  Cinimcrizn  darkncis.  The  light  ^rfaich 
bad  been  once  kiadled,  appeared  nearly,  if  not 
utter  V  extinct ;  and  if  z,r.y  remained  prot'elSn^  the 
Cbnfrian  Dar::e,  they  v/ere  obliged  ib  ule  the 
greateft  precauiicns  to  conceal  tbemfelves  from 
obiervation. 

Nor  did  the  conquelts  over  the  Saracens   in 
Spain,  or  the  envenomed  pertecution  of  the  Jews 
increafe  much  the  number  of  Cbriftians.   The  Ma- 
homcdans  obftinately  adhered  to  their  falfe  prophet, 
and  no  temptation,  nor  terror  could  induce  them 
to  fubmit  to  the  papal  miiiionarics.     Indeed  their 
teaching  and  cruelties  were  alike  unfuited  to  pro- 
duce conviction  on  minds  ulcerated  with  ill-uiage^ 
and  the  final  expuliion  of  them  from  their  country, 
by  the  famous  archbifhop  of  Toledo,  was  a  ftcp  as 
impolitic,  as  favage.     The  Jews  alfo  refilled  and 
fuffcrcd  :  compelled  to  abiure  Moles,  manv  dif- 
fembled  and  fubmitted  ;  but  retained  judaifm  as 
tenacioufly  as  ever,  with  the  molt  implacable  ab- 
horrence of  their  pcrfecutors.     To  this  day   they 
remain  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  bowing  the  knee  to 
the  crofs  through   terror  of  the  inquilition,  aud 
ifccrctly  curfing  him  who  bore  it. 

The  difoovery  of  a  new  v.orld  opened  a  nobU; 
entrance  for   gofpcl  truth,    had   the  miflionarics 
teen  as  evangelical  as  the  mariners  were  adventur- 
ous : 
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OU8 :  but  Chriftianity  (huddcrs  at  the  recital  of 
Spanifli  cruelties,  and  Portuguefe  conqueils.     The 
third  for  gold  feetns  to  have  cxtinguifhed  every 
fenfibility  of  the  human  heart.    To  compel  the  tor- 
tured to  difcover  their  wealth,  and  to  fubmit  to 
baptifm  for  the  falvation  of  their  fouls,  difplays  an 
atrocity  of  charadler  that  muft  forever  be  execrated :  ' 
we  turn  from  the  fcenes  recorded  with  (hame  and 
indignation  :   fuch  Chriftianity  could  only  be  the 
religion  of  devils  incarpate.     As  the  reward  for  thig 
difcovery,  and  the  encouragement  to  chriflianizc 
the  heathen  nations,  the  imperial  pontiff  divided  a 
world,  the  very  geography  of  which  he  did  not 
underfland,    between    Spain    and   Portugal ;    and 
legalized  the  conquefts  they  (hould  niakc  by  a 
folemn  gift  of  all  the  countries  they  (hould  difcover 
on  each  fide  of  the  line  of  demarcation  ;  as  if  the 
undifputed  title  of  the  univerfe  had  vefled  in  him- 
felf    Thus  Africa,  India,  and  the  affli<fted  America 
received  the  firft  founds  of  the  name  of  Chrift 
through  a  nicdium  that  muft  have  excited  their 
terror  and  abhorrence,  inftead  of  winning  the  firft 
affe6lions  of  the  heart.    Such  Chriftians  can  hardly 
be  faid  to  have  enlarged  the  pale  of  the  Church  : 
they  were  indeed  made  flaves  to  Rome,  but  con* 
tinued  flrangers  to  that  gofpel  liberty  with  which 
Chrift  has  made  us  free ;  and  to  tytry  real  bleiling 
of  vital  Chriftianityl 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  If. 

Olf  THE  STATE  OP  THE  CHURCH  INTERNALLY^ 

AMIDST  the  reign  of  abufcs  and  fupcrftitions 
of  every  kind,  the  ftate  of  religion  muft  be 
grievoufly  debafed  and  depraved,  as  we  behold  it. 
Vice  triumphed  in  induJgenceSj  and  they  who  had 
power  to  abfolve  each  other  were  far  fronn  being  dif- 
pofed  to  tnfliA  feverities,  from  the  confcioufnefs  of 
what  therpfelvGS  deferved.  All  crimes  were  venial 
but  herely.  A  name  of  mod  extenfive  import,  and 
€omprifing  all  who  doubted  the  dogmas,  or  refifted 
the  dominion  of  the  Roman  pontiffs :  thefe  the 
legions  of  inquifitors  purfued  with  fire  and  fvvoVd  ; 
and  if  they  could  not  utterly  extirpate  them,  they 
endeavoured  to  thin  their  ranks  whenever  they  fell 
into  their  clutches,  by  mcrcilcfs  executions. 

The  extindtion  of  the  foiences  with  the  eafteni 
empire,  drove  a  multitude  of  men  of  letters  from 
Conftantinoplc  to  Italy,  who,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  famed  Medici  family  efpecially,  fcrvcd  to  re- 
vive the  drooping  caufe  of  literature,  and  produced 
a  confiderable  change  in  the  fentiments  of  the 
ftudents.      For  as  the  Greeks  chiefly  preferred 

Plato 
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Plato  to  Ariftotle,  and  were  advanced  to  the  pro- 
fcflbr's  chair  in  every  city  and  univerfity,  they  in- 
troduced his  philpfophy,  and  abated  much  of  the 
fervilc  obedience,  which  had  been  paid  to  the 
Stagyrite  ;  whofc  opinions  and  fubtleties  alio  often 
led  to  dangerous  errors,  and  atheiftical  or  rather 
panthclftical  principles. ' 

The  Greek  and  Latin  authors  were  now  brought 
forth  from  obfcurity,  and  ably  explained ;  to  which 
the  difcoveryof  the  art  of  printing  efpecially  Con- 
tributed ;  firft  invented  by  Coster,  ^w 
AN.  1430.  Haerlem,  and  gradually  brought. to 
perfc6lion  by  Guttemberg  and  Scoeflfer : 
a  wondrous  invention  ;  and  to  which  under  God 
the  revival  of  religion  was  ftill  more  indebted  than 

« 

to  any  other  caufe  whatever.  Learning  of  eveiy 
kind  now  made  a  vafl:  progrefs  :  the  oriental  lan- 
guages were  (ludied;  antiquities  explored;*  the 
mufes  cultivated;  and  all  the  branches  of /polite 
literature  purfued,  with  ehcreafing  ibccefs  and 
eagerncfs.  But  as  this  comes  not  into  my  plan, 
except  as  the  Church  is  afFe<5l:ed,  I  (hall  only  ob- 
fervc  that  the  rifing  fc6l  of  platonifts,  zealous  for  tht 
honour  of  their  divine  matter  as  he  was  called,  de- 
bated (harply  with  the  Ariftotelians,  on  the  fuperior 
excellence  of  their  opinions;  challenging" enquiry 
which  of  their  two  iyftems  of  philofophy  inoft  cor- 
refponded  with^  and  had  the  molt  favourable  in^ 

iluence 
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:fiaenGe  on  Chriflianity.    It  muft  be  owned  that  all 
philofophic  mixtures  are  very  unfuitable  with  the 
jBmplicity  of  gofpel  truth  ;  but  the  reveries  and 
Biyfiicifm  of  the  platonic  fchool  were  certainly  left 
impious  and  erroneous,  than  the  atheidical  tend- 
ency of  the  Ariftotelian  philofophy  ;  yet  this  con- 
tinued to  be  the  ruling  doArine  in  the  fchools,  and 
gratifying  to  the  fubtlc  difputants,  who  fought  re- 
putation fiom  the  niceties  of  definitions,  and  fophif- 
tical  intricacies  of  metaphyiical  ideas.    Thefe  AriiV 
totelians  alfo  continued  with  the  fame  or  rather  in-> 
erelong  violence  their  contentions  among  them* 
felves,  as  ffomhtalijis  and  JUaJiJis :  adding  to  argu«^ 
QEients^  invedlives ;  and  enforcing  both,  by  battles 
and  bloodfhed :  fuch  controverlies  could  not  but 
be  highly  unfriendly  to  the  fpirit  of  truth.    Indeed 
very  little  that  was  worth  contending  for  remained, 
ib  great  was  the  departure  in  principle  and  pra6licej 
and  fuch  jealoufy  was  exprefled  at  every  idea  of  re- 
formation, as  if  he  who  prefumed  to  touch  the 
grofleft  of  (acerdotal  abufes,  touched  the  apple  of 
the  Church's  eye.     Yet  fome  daring  fpirits  would 
not  keep  filence  :  and  pleaded  boldly  the  caufe  of 
Cbrift  againft  his  betrayers,  charging  the  pride> 
avarice,  and  enormities  of  Rome  and  her  clergy,  as 
the  fin  of  Sodom,  and  ready  to  bring  down  the 
Pivine  vengeance  on  the  head  and  the  members. 
llfeantime  the  ofFenfive  fchifm  of  the  papacy  en^ 
€ffea&d.   The  attempts  to  heal  it  by  the  depofition 

of 
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of  the  two  contending  pontiffs,  and  the  elei^n  of 
one  head  in  their  room,  added  only  a  third  to  Xht 

number;  each  maintained  his  fole  ia« 
AN.  1409.  vereignty,  and  condemned  his  antago^ 

nifts,  and  all  their  adherents,  to  the 
flames  of  hell  forever  and  ever.  The  fcandal  this 
occafioned,  added  to  the  furious  progrefs  of  what 
was  called  herefy,  amidft  thele  confufions,  roufed 
the  fpirit  of  the  Emperor,  the  Kings  of  France  and 
England,  and  other  princes,  to  attempt  cleanfing 
the  Augean  liable  of  the  abufes  which  had  become 
intolerable;  and  healing  the  divi(ions  which  diC* 
tradled  the  confciences  of  the  fimple  and  the  fcru- 
pulous  ;  dubious  to  which  vifible  head  obedience 
was  due,  yet  too  enflaved  by  fuperftition,  babit^ 
and  the  clergy,  to  call  them  altogether  off,  and 
fettle  in  their  feveral  kingdoms  their  own  eocleliaf- 
tical  government.  Nothing  appeared  fo  cfFe<SKial 
for  thefe  purpofes  as  a  general  council ;  it  was  ac- 
cordingly fummoned  at  the  inftigation  of  Sigif- 
mund,  by  the  Pope  lad  chofen,  John  XXIII.  He 
opened  himfelf  this  aflembly,  at  Conftance,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Emperor,  an  immenfity  of  btihopft 
and  princes,  or  ambafladors  from  all  the  Hates  pro* 
fefling  in  the  Weft  the  Chriftian  name. 

An.  1414.  As,  among  the  firft  adls  of  thfs  aflem* 
bly,  the  Roman  pontiff  was  decreed  fubje^  to  « 
geueral  council,  they  proceeded  to  depofe  John 

•    XXIU. 
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XSsIII.  for  his  crimes.  Gregory  XII.  font  in  his 
refignation  to  prevent  his  depofition ;  and  Bene- 
di<5l  XIII.  tefracSlory,  and  refufing  to  fubmit,  was 
ibiemnly  caft  down  from  his  eminence  and  degrade 
cd.  A  fourth  Pope  was  chofen  at  the  council, 
Martin  V.  The  vanquifhed  popes  ftruggled  for  sL 
while,  and  at  lad  quitted  the  field  to  the  fole 
Martin  :  but  when  this  firft  obje6l  was  fecurcd, 
the  more  difficult  tafk  flill  remained,  the  reforma- 
tion of  abufes  in  the  Pope  himfelf  and  his  clergy, 
the  continuance  of  which  the  members  of  the 
council,  with  this  pope  at  their  head,  were  too  in- 
tereficd  not  to  maintain  ;  nor  could  endure  the  idea 
of  confenting  to  any  material  fuppreffion  of  claims, 
which  muft  abridge  their  wealth  and  power,  and 
fubjedt  their  crimes  to  the  cognizance  of  the  civil 
governors.  The  crafty  Martin,  therefore,  not  with - 
Handing  the  hopes  he  had  railed  before  bis  clc6lion, 
contrived  to  elude  every  ctrort  of  reformation, 
which  Gerfon  and  many  other  bold  fpcakers  earneft- 
ly  prefied,  and  which  was  generally  allowed  to  be 
necefiary :  but  the  difficulty  where  to  begin,  what 
to  amend,  where  to  flop,  and  how  to  prevent  the 
heretics  from  taking  occafion  of  triumph  from  the 
confeflion  of  abufes,  engaged  the  Pope  to  diflblve 
this  aflcmbly,  after  three  years  and  a  half  fitting  and 
doing  nothing-of  importance,  and  to  defer  the  work 
of  reform  to  another  council,  to  be  fliortly  after  held 
for  this  falutary  purpofe.     An,  14 18, 

However 
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However  they  took  care  not  to  part  without 
making  fome  fevere  examples  of  heretical  punifli- 
ment.  In  this  they  wcte  cordially  united,  to  fup^ 
prcfs  the  dreaded  progrefs  of  the  word  of  Grod,  and 
the  impudent  boldnefs  of  thofe  who  reproached  the 
clergy  by  their  lives,  and  upbraided  them  with  therr 
ignorance,  avarice  and  vices. 

John  Hufs  and  Jerome  of  Prague,  men  of- the 
moft  exemplary  piety,,  highly  eminent  in  Bohemia, 
and  diftinguiftied  members  in  the  univerfity  of  that 
city,  had  made  themfelves  bitter  enemies  among 
the  clergy  by  the  fharpnefs  of  their  rebukes,  and 
the  fidelity  of  their  remonftrances.  Hufs  had  efpe- 
cially  envenomed  the  fee  of  Rome  by  his  efforts  to 
withdraw  the  univerfity  of  Prague  from  the  papal 
jurifdidlion  of  Gregory  XII.  as  he  had  offended 
the  Gennans,  by  maintaining  the  rights  of  the 
Bohemians  againfl  the  other  principaHties,  as  having 
an  equality  of  power  with  the  Bavarians,  Poles,  and 
Saxons,  who  each  claimed  a  feparate  and  equal 
vote,  contrary  to  the  original  cftablifliment  of  the 
univerfity.  This  difpute  had  been  fharply  main- 
tained, and  occafioned  a  vafl  feceffion  of  profeflbrs 
and  ftudents  to  Lcipfic,  where  they  credted  an 
univerfity  of  their  own  in  oppofition  to  Hufs,  and 
the  Bohemians  ;  but  a  flill  greater  number  of  ene- 
mies he  had  made,  with  the  famed  Gerfon  at  their 
head,  for  his  ftrong  mcafures  in  the  univerfity  of 

Vol.  II.  Y   ^      *  Pragu^, 


892  IMPARTIAL  HISTORY  OP         ^.[Pef.  y,^ 

Pjrague,  in  fupport  of  the  Realj/iij  to  which  party 
iie  belonged,  againil  the  Nominali^s,  whofe  chief  ip 
in  the  univerfity  of  Paris,  Gerfpn  was. 

All  thefe  co-operating  caufcs  bad  raifed  fach  a 
flame,  as  rendered  it  dangerous  for  Hufs  and  Je?- 
Tome  to  venture  among  this  envenomed"  boft  of 
enemies ;  nor  dared  they  to  truft  themfelves,  till 
fortified  with  the  mod  iolemn  fafq  condu<5t  from 
the  Emperor  for  their  journey  thither,   and  peace- 
able return.    But  the  clergy  by  their  intrigues,  and 
the  bribes  diftributed  among  the  fathers  and  cour- 
tiers of  Sigifmund,  contrived  to  have  thefe  revered 
Reformers  accufed  and  imprifoned,  and  after  forty 
days  difputation^j  condemned  to  the  flames,  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  mod  facred  engagements.    Hufs 
was  the  firft  vi6lim,  and  Jerome  followed.     The 
clergy  hi^d  now  the  opportunity  of  vengeance,  and 
they  refolved  not  to  lofe  it:  a  thoufand  crimes 
were  charged  upon  thefe  holy  men  of  heretical 
pravity  ;  the  real  ones  for  which  they  fuftercd,  were 
the  offence  given  to  the  Pope  and  clergy,  by  their 
free  and  vehement  cenfures  of  their  avarice,  fuper- 
ilitions  and  tyranny ;  and  the  fearful  eftc6is  pro- 
duced by  their  preaching,  in  alienating  the  minds 
of  multitudes  from  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  cir- 
culating the  works  and  opinions  of  the  great  Eng- 
lifh  heretic  Wickliff,  to  the  danger  of  the  entire 
fubverfion  of  the  very  foundation  of  the  Roman 
catholic  faith  and  dominion. 
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Nothing  fhort  of  flames  could  expiate  fuch 
enormous  crimes.  The  noble  martyrs  braved  ail 
their  infults  and  tormenls.  Hufs  obferved,  "  tiMft 
*^  they  were  burning  a  goofe,  (for  fo  his  name  in 
*^  German  fignifies)  but  that  God  would  from  his 
afties  raife  up  a  fwan,  whofe  finging  ihould 
affright  thefe  vultures."  The  application  to  Lu- 
ther was  evident.  Jerome  was  ?t  firft  daggered, 
and  induced  to  make  fome  concefHons,  but  re^ 
covering  his  fortitude,  appeared  before  his  perfecu- 
tors,  as  Poggius  owns,  with  the  face  of  an  angel, 
and  a  wifdom  and  eloquence  that  none  of  his  ad- 
verfaries  could  gainfay  or  refill ;  but  his  condemna- 
tion was  decided,  and  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe 
but  haftened  his  execution.  Hufs  was  burned 
July  15,  1415 — ^Jerome  burned  May  30,  14l6. 

Thefe  men  were  difciplesof  the  Englifh  reformer 
WicklifF,  efpoufcd  his  fcntiments,  and  circulated 
his  works  with  the  greateft  diligence  ;  and  this  \v^s 
the  grand  argument  for  their  dcftru<5lion.  The 
council  would  gladly  have  executed  the  fame 
vengeance  on  the  principal  author  of  herely  ;  but 
he  had  refted  from  his  labours  in  the  grave.  His 
bones  therefore  were  the  only  remains  on  which 
they  could  glut  their  impotent  revenge  ;  thefe  wfetc 
ordered  to  be  dug  up  and  burnt,  and  thp  a(be^ 
thrown  into  the  Avon. 

Y2  The 
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The  adminiilration  of  the  facrament  to  the  laity 
10  the  bread  onlj,  was  one  of  the  wife  decrees  of 
.ihis  covinciK 

The  Pope  would  gladly  have  had  no  more  to  do 
with  councils  if  he  could  have  avoided  it ;  but  the 
clamours  for  the  promifed  reformation,  and  the 
flame  which  the  execution  of  Hufs  and  Jerome  had 

w 

.Qccafloncdj  to  the  great  incrcafe  of  fuch  heretics, 
compelled  the  reluctant  pontiff  to  fummon  a 
new  council  at  Pavia,   from  whence  it  was  ulti- 

inatcly  removed  to  Bafil,  or  Bafle,  in 
AN,  1451.  Switzerland.     But  Eugenius,  the  fuc- 

celibr  of  Martin,  alarmed  at  the  vigor- 
ous ftep§  with  which  the  council  opened,  and  the 
claims  of  fuperiority  made  b}  the  fathers  ;  ufed  all 
his  artifices  to  fufpend  its  operations.  The  coun- 
cil refolutely  proceeded  to  abolifh  fome  of  the  papal 
jmpofitions,  annates,  expe^atives^  rajcrvations  and 
frovifions.  This  exafperatcd  the  pontiff  beyond 
^n  endurance— a  quarrel  enfued.  The  fathers  of 
the  council  fummoned  the  Pope  before  them  ;  he 
prefumed  to  diflblve  them,  and  annoimce  a  new 
council  to  be  hcjcl  at  Fcrrara.  Kcclelialtical  thun- 
ders now  roared  afrefh  :  the  council  de- 
yLN.  1438.  pofed  the  Pope,  and  the  Pope  anathe- 

matife4.the  council.  Another  Pope  was 
chgfen,  a   new  fchifm  divided  the  papal  world. 

Thrfe 
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Thefe  (hameful  and  dbfurd  quarrels;  merely  about 
pride  and  power^  mark  the   deplorable  iiate  of 

Chrifiianity. 

,  .     ,  ^  -  •  •  I  •  '  ^ 

•  .  t  •  - 

The  fcbifm  htmg  bnce  more  healled  by  abdicar 
tion,  the  p&pal  claims  rofe  as  high  as  ever ;  and 
Pius  II.  advanced  to  the  pontifical  chair,  fetradted 
folemnly  all  that  he  had  faid  and  written,  as  ^neaS 
Sylvius :  than  whom  in  the  coiineil  of  Baile^  thfere 
had  not  been  a  mofQ  zealous  partifafl  for  th^  fup6^ 
riority  of  councils,  and  the  neceffity  .of  reform. 
But  the  liara  no  (boner  encircled  his  brow^  than 
his  eyes  were  opened  to  fee  and  lament  the  herefics 
of  the  fimple  prelate,  and  to  difplay,  the  zeal  and 
orthodoxy  of  the  fovereign  poritiffi    '    '    '  z     '';: 

The  Idfs  of  Conftantinople,  and  thoiprogrefi  of 
the  IWksv  made  the  Popes  tremble  on  their  thronci 
and  they  drove  to  roufe  the  (1  limbering  zeal  of  the 
princes  of  their  communion  .in  vain,  •  As  vain  wad 
the  attempt  to  reconcile  the  divided  chur*chqs :  for 
though  BeHarion,  made  a  cardinal,  and  others  worb 
gained  to  the  Latib  church,  the  fturdy  bqfiy  of 
the  Greek  prelates  difdained  obedience  to  the  Ro- 
man fee  ;  fubmitted  rather  to  the  Mahomedan  goU 
vcmment ;  and  maintained  their  church's  indt^ 
pcndance. 

Y  3  Ax. 
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^'  Ak.  1^9^.  BoftGiA^  the  Uft  who  filled  the  papal 
chair  m  this  century,  was  a  mdnfter  of  cruelty  and 
impiety  ;  ftieking  at  nothing  to  enrich  his  baflard 
family,  and  fupporting  them  in  all  their  atrocities. 
If  the  Churcfi  was  corrupted  and  debafed  under 
bther  pontifi^,  under  him  it  became  the  abomina- 
tit>n  of  deiblation. 


«. . 


-  The  monkifti  orders  were  funk  into  the  dregs  of 
idlenefs  and  lt6entioufnefs.  The  different  mendi- 
caint  tribes  abufing  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar,  were 
only  intent  upon  exalting  thdr  own  order,,  and  the 
pt^l  fuprettaacy :  and  all  ranks  of  men,  over- 
whelmed with  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  blindly 
followed  their  blind  leaders. 

The  perfccution  of  heretics  raged  ;  and  was  the 
mod  unequivocal  proof  of  religion  :  to  kill  all  who 
refifted  the  Romifh  hierarchy,  was  among  the  moft 
eieritorious  of  fervices.  Thus  princes  readily  aided 
the  inquifitors,  and  merited  titles  of  diftinftion  from 
the  fovereign  pontiffs.  New  orders  (till  arofe;  but 
heretijjs  multiplied  in  fpiteof  all  the  fuffcrings  they 
endured,  and  the  frefh  army  of  difputants  whom 
they  had  to  encoupter.  Indeed  it  muft  be  con- 
fefled  the  weapons  of  argument  would  have  been 
very  feeble  and  ineffeclual,  if  they  had  not  been 
fcconded  by  the  more  powerful  fjHogifms  of  fire 

and 
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and  imprifbnment.     The  learned  and  ancient  John 

de  Weflalia  thus  periflied  in  confinc- 
AN.  1489.  ment;  whilft  the  more  vehement  Je- 
rome Savanarola  kindled  a  flame  by  hid 
tcftimony  againft  the   prevailing  abufes,   which 
all  his  piety^  learning,  and  eloquence  could  not 

quench;  and  his  body  confumed  in  the 
AN.  1498.  fire  could  only  expiate  his  offences. 
Thefe  bloody  orgies,  now  univerlally 
pradlifed,  added  a  deeper  gloom  of  horror  to  the 
prevailing  fu perditions.  Yet  the  truth  had  taken 
ib  deep  an  hold  on  ttie*  confciences  of  many ;  and 
WickliflTs  works  had  been  difleminated  with  fuch 
zeal,  and  read  with  fuch  avidity,  that  though  the 
ihquifitors  fought  them  with  eaffernefs,  and  the 
archbi(hop  of  Prague  at  one  time  burnt  no  lefs  than 
t^i'o  hunclVed  volumes,  neither  the  fear  of  the  in-^ 
quifitors,  nor  any  other  confideration,  deterred  his 
followers  from  propagating  his  books  and  his  doc- 
trines, which  as  drawn  immediately  from  the  Scrip- 
tures of  truth,  could  not  but  cori'efpond  in  Tub- 
fiance  with  thofe  which  have  been  fince  receivedand 
eftablifhcd  in  all  the  Churches  of  the  reformed. 

An.  1420.  The  Bohemians  fubmitted  notpaffive* 
ly  to  the  butchery  of  their  apofiolic  chiefs,*  rcfolved 
to  have  teachers  of  their  faith,  who  were  like  their 
martyred  Hufs  and  Jerome,  and  to  enjoy  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  Lord's  Supper  according  to  its  primi- 
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tive  inftitution.     Many  of  them  retired  to  a  floep 
mountain^  which  they  called  Tabor,  and  in  defpite 
of  popes  and  councils,  communicated  together  both 
in  bread  and  wine.     Their  church  increafing  by 
frefh  acceffions ;  under  the  famous  Zifka,  blind, 
bjut  wife  as  intrepid,  they  defied-  thgir  enemies,  and 
aflcrtcd  their-  liberty  to  worflnp  God  according  to 
their  confciences.    A  bloody  war  was  rai  fed  again  ft. 
them,  and  after  dreadful   carnage  on  both  fides, 
they  maintained  their  ground  againft  all  tljeir  enc-. 
mics.     Unhappily  they  divided  among  themfelves 
into  two  parties;  and  the  crafty  Sylvius  contrived 
to  detach   the  Calixtines  from  the  Taborites,  by 
granting  them  tlic  ufe  of  the  cup  in  the  com- 
munion.    The  Calixtines  indeed  were  very  mode*^ 
rate  in  their  demands,  whilft  the  others  infifted 
upon  entire  i-efonn  of  the  fubfilling  abufes;  the 
demolition  of  the  facerdotal  tyranny  ;  and  the  re- 
ducSlion  of  the  ecclcfiaflical  order  to  its  primitive 
fimplicity.     Jacobcllus,  an  affcctionalc  difciple  of 
Ilufs,  was  at  the  head  of  the  Calixtines:  Martin 
Loquis,  a  Moravian,  eminent  among  the  Taborites. . 
Some  miftakcs  and  abufes  among  thcni,   time  and 
experience  corrected.    Thefc  laft  began  to  bear  the 
name  o{ Bohemian  brethren.     They  were  numbered 
among  tbcBcghards;  and  united  with  Lulbcr  and 
his  aflbeiates  at  the  reformation.     I  apprehend  the 
Moravian  brethren  in  Germany  and  England,  are 
a  fcion  from  this  ftock,  and  if  the  ancients  at  all 

rcfcmblcd 
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refcmblecl  the  moderns,  they  were  the  excellent  of 
the  earth. 

The  fchoolmen  and-commentators  produced  no* 
thing  worth  remembering.  Their  jargon  tended 
rather  to  Qonfoun^.thp  underftandiu^  than  to  coi)^ 
vcy  information  ;  a. kind,  of  literary  inanity.     The 

•  •  •  •      > 

myjilc  divines^  with  fome  mixture  of  fancy  and  alle- 
gory, fpokc  a  language  piu^.  more  intelligible,  aqd 
which  reacbed  the  confcienQc. .,  The  well-known 
book  attributed  to  'J'iiomas  .a  Kempjs,  received- 
high,  comniendalion*  from  Luther,,  and  defervcdly, , 
though  whether  he,,  or  one  Gcrfcn,  a.  Frenchman, 
were  the  real  author,  hath  been  matter  of  difpute. 

Hafs,  and  Savanarola,  have  left  works  that  fpeak 
th.c  heart:5  of  the  writers  ;  but  they  have  been  fuc- 
cccdcd  by  men  fo  much  advanced  in  fpiritual 
wifdom  and  knowledge,  that  little  attention  hath 
been  paid  to  them,  or  indeed  to  any  of  the  writers 
before  Luther.  The  Church  in  general  continued* 
in  great  fpiritual  darknefs ;  funk  in  fuperiiition; 
the  people,  dupes  of  faccrdotal  jugglers  ;  ready  to 
receive  the  defpotic  niandates  of  popes;  and  to 
believe  all  the  abfurdities  of  fraud,  and  lying 
miracles,  inculcated  by  pricuiy  craft.  And  of  alt, 
crimes,  the  mod  dangerous,  was  the  attempt  to 
emancipate  the  fouls  of  men  from  this  yoke  of 

• 

bondage.  , 
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0*  THE  dOVEli-NSfEN^T  OF  TinS  CfitUKCH,  HEilESlfe3, 
SCHISMS,   KITB89  A:81>  C£K£MONI£S. 

THE  government  of  the  Chnrcli  was  generally 
now  admitted  to  be  under  one  vifible  head. 
Atfd  the  Roman  pontiff  made  it  his  undeviating 
defign  to  fubjed  to  the  holy  fee,  all  perforis,  civil 
as  well  as  ccdeliaftical,  endeavouring  to  inculcate 
this  maxim,  that  all  lawfut  power  upon  earth  was 
derived  from  Chrift,  through  his  vicegerent,  the 
head  of  the  Romifh  Church.  But  as  we  have 
fcen,  to  this  the  temporal  fovereigns  greatly  de- 
murred, and  the  prelatical  order  was  much  difpofed 
to  raife  a  barrier  againft  defpotifm,  by  exalting  a 
general  council,  above  the  Pope,  as  well  as  all 
others.  This  was  a  (harp  bone  of  coritention,  and 
i^not  yet  fettled  in  the  popifh  creed.  But  it  was 
generally  admitted,  as  one  of  the  herefies  to  be  pu- 
riiflied  with  fire,  that  the  Church  of  Chrift  cduld 
fubfift,  (as  many  then  zealoufly  maintained)  with- 
out a  vifible  head  at  all ;  fufficiently  eftablifiied 
uiKler  the  fpiritual  and  invifible  guidance  of  the 
great  Shepherd  ;ind  Bifhop  of  fouls.  Thcfe  rcvol- 
terft  from  the  jurifdiclion  of  Rome,  were  purfued 

by 
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by  all  the  arms  of  fophiilry,  and  the  fchoolf }  the 
zeal  of  the  mendicants,  and  the  whole  body  of  the 
clergy ;  fupported  by  the  fecular  arm  of  the  princes^ 
and  the  malignity  and  craft  of  inquifitOfB.  Yet 
their  numbers  were  not  dimkiifhed  by  their  iufier* 
ings.  They  continued  to  fpread  through  every 
part  of  Chridendom  ;  and  nothing  contributed 
more  to  this,  than  the  obfiinate  determination  of 
all  the  ecclefiaftics  in  power  to  maintain  inviolably 
their  claims,  as  if  they  were  all  of  divine  autho- 
rity ;  and  the  more  contrary  they  were,  to  c>i^ry 
holy  and  heavenly  difpofition,  and  the  more  th^ 
favoured  their  tyranny  and  their  coyctoufnefs,'tho 
more  tenacious  they  were  of  them.  Nay,  whero 
the  abufc  was  even  incapable  of  vindication,  it  was 
Aill  to  be  maintained,  lead  the  heretics  ihouldi 
triumph.  Thlis  the  matter  became  defperatc,  and 
drove  neceflarily  to  the  great  revolt,  which  was 
preparing. 

The  Greeks  and  Latins  contended  fierce  asevef. 
The  attempts  to  fubjugate  the  one  to  the  other^ 
awakened  jealoufy,  and  envenomed  refentment 
The  Eaft  laid  all  its  milerics  to  the  infenfibility  of 
their  brethren,  in  not  flying  to  their  afliftance> 
and  complained  that,  whillt  the  Roman 'ppntitb 
were  grafping  at  fuprcmacy,  Conftantinople'  Tva^ 
loll. 


The 


iSt  mriOiTiAL  aisTORY  OF  [Pen  2i 

The  Francifcans  and  Dominicans  flill  viewed 
eabb  other  with  the  eye  of  rivals.  And  whether 
ike  htood  of  Ckriji^  Jked  on  the  crofsy  was  a  part  of 
Ms  divine  naitire^  and  to  be  worjhipped^  occafioned 
a  new  and  bitter  coiitroverfy,  which  the.  Pope 
found  it  fo  difficult  to  decide,  that.he  coald  only 
tojoiil  (ilence  on  the  noify  difputants,  and  bid 
them  wait  his  infallible  decifion  on  th^  .fubjedl, 
which  was  never  intended  to  be  given. 

The  multitude  oi  heretics  afforded  abundant 
labour  for  the  inquiiitors.  The  Fratricellij  a  branch 
of  the  fe<Sl  of  Jpiritual  Franafcans,  gave  them  much 
employment.     The  IValdenfes.  through  many  Eu- 
ropean provinces,  were  carefully  hunted  up,  and 
puntfbed,  and  fupprefled,  wherever  their  meetings 
were  difcovered.     The  Brethren  of  the  free  Spirit 
Wandered  about  Germany,  and  many  things  arc 
reported  of  them  impure,   and   hic;hly   fanatical ; 
whether  true  or  flilfo,  it  is  hard  to  determine.  The 
White  Brethren^  fo  called  from  their  drcfs,  paraded 
with  a  crofs  at  their  head.    The  leader  of  this  fc6t 
is  faid  to  have  been  a  Scotchman,  probably  one  of 
the  Wickliffites ;  and  they  went  in  proccliion  from 
city  to  city  in  immenfe  multitudes,   praying  and 
finging,  and  were  received  with  much  reverence 
and  hofpitality.     In  Italy,  the  Pope  contrived  to 
feize  their  head,  who  was  brought  to  Rome,  and 

burnt 
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burnt  as  a  heretic,  and  thofe  who  followed  blm 

difperfed.  In  various  places,  efpecially 
AX.  141  J.  at  BrufTds,  fimilar  aflbciations  were 
formed,  by  thofe  who  called  themfelvch 
ifien  of  underftanding.  Whatever  were  their  errors, 
wc  are  fure  the  part  moft  exceptionable  to  the  in- 
cjuilitors,  will  have  our  approbation,  rather  than 
ccnfurc,  viz.  "  That  Chrift  alone  merited  eternal 
*'  life  for  uSj  by  his  obedience  to  death,  even  the 
"  death  of  the  crofs,  and  not  man  by  his  own 
^'  doings  or  duties.'*  ^*  That  Chrift  alone  can  ab- 
**  folve  a  finner,  and  not  the  prieft.'*  And,  "that 
"  penance  could  never  procure  falvation," 

The  Flagellantes,  or  ff^iifpersy  alfo  continued 
to  difturb  the  peace,  and  provoke  inquifitorial 
animadverfion  :  and  not  a  few  of  them  were  cad 
into  the  fire.  Such  inhumanity  was  called  zeal 
for  the  Church  :  and  to  delay  accufing  or  pu- 
piQiing  heretics,  brought  a  fufpicion  of  ortho- 
doxy. 

The  Church,  loaded  with   ceremonies,  needed 
the  pruning  hook  ;  but  every  Pope  exercifcd  bis 
invention  to  add  fomething  to  the  number,  in  or- 
der t^diftinguifh  his  pontificate.    The 
An.  1456.  transfiguration — the    grant    of    indul- 
gences, for  obferving  Xhcfefthal  of  th$ 

immacidati 
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AX.  1476.  immaculate  conception — with  a  number 

of  new  forms  of  prayers  in  honour  of 
that  good  woman,  already  fufficiently  bedizened, 
enlarged  the  popifh  ritual.  Indeed,  the  whole  of 
religious  worlhip  was  become  a  folemn  mockery 
of  trifling  poflures,  vain  repetitions^  and  a  pa- 
geantry of  drefs,  and  ceremony. 


aiAP. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

ox    THB   TRU£   SPIRITUAL    CHURCH    OP    CHRIST* 

AS  we  advance  nearer  to  the  dawn  of  the  Re* 
fonnation,  the  abufcs  fo  atrocious  of  the 
falfc  Church,  begin  to  force  themfelves  more  and 
more  on  obfervation.  And  though  they  were  more 
eafily  difcovered  than  amended,  yet  the  evidence 
of  their  fubfiftence,  and  the  means  employed  to 
fupprcfs  complaint,  though  it  fmothered  the  fire 
of  (lifcontent,  only  prepared  for  a  more  terrible 
explofion.  The  flames  with  which  the  pretended 
heretics  were  encircled,  cad  a'  luminous  glory 
around  the  dying  martyrs,  and  rendered  their 
words  and  examples  more  deeply  imprefled  on 
thofe  who  beheld  their  faith  and  patience,  and 
Ihuddercd  with  horror  at  their  bloody  executioners, 

and  the  clergy,  ihe  inftigators  of  the 
AN.  141^.  pcrfecution.    The  good  Lord  Cobham, 

a  chief  among  the  Wickliffites,  was 
hanged  and  burnt  without  Temple  Bar,  having 
been  delivered  over  to  the  fecular  arm.  His  fdf- 
ferings  contributed  to  quicken  the  zeal,  of  the 
timid,  and  to  roufe  to  imitation  of  fuch  exalted 
virtue.     In  England^  repeated  a6ls  of  parliament 

refpc6ing 
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rcfpe<5ling  the  followers  of  WicklifF;  the  councils 
of  archbifhopsand  bifhops,  incenfuring  his  tenets, 
and  thofe  that  maintained  them,  dcmonftratcd  the 
number  of  thofe  who  openly  embraced  and   de- 
fended them;  and  the  imn^enfiiy  of  trails  difle- 
minated  by  Wickliff,  as  well  as  the  tranflation  of 
the  SjLTiplures,  whi<  h   the  art  of  printing  tended 
more  cafily  to  multiply,   notwithftanding  a!l   the 
copies  that  were  burnt  by  the  inquifitors,   fprcad 
mightily  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jcfus,  and  0|>ened  up 
the  fores  of  the  leprous  Church,  which  ftunk,  and 
were   corrupt,    throrjj.h    the   fooliihnefs,    luxury, 
pride,  and  avarice,  oi*  the  head  and  the  members. 
Many  of  the  great  men  in  England  highly  ap- 
proved the  zealous  reformer :  among  thcfe  was 
the  Duke  of  Lancaller,  and  the  Queen  Ann  of 
Luxembourg  :  and  our  firft  poets  alfo,  Gower  and 
Chaucer,  are  faid  to  have  been  his  difciplcs.     The 
parliament  itfclf  rcmondratcd    againit  the   papal 
plunder,  and  the  King,   Henry  VII.  rcfolutely  fct 
himfelf  to  rcfift  the  ufurpations  of  Rome  ;  (hocked, 
on  examination,  to  ijnd   his  kingdom  ciitcn  up  by 
foreign  locufis,  intruded  into  all  ecclcfiaftic  bcnc- 
fxe?,  by  popilh  rejcrvatloyis.     But  the  dread  of  the 
anathemas  of  the  holy  fee  held  liill  the  confci- 
ences  of  men   in   thraldom.      A  few,  and   bat  a 
few,   emancipated    their   minds    from    tLcfe    vain 
terrors. 

BIcfTcd 
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Blefled  be  God  !  Thefe  happy  commencetnents 
in  England  refted  not  there.  The  works  of  Wick- 
lifFcrofled  the  feas,  and  were  eagerly  read  and  cir- 
culated on  the  Continent.  The  famous  Hufs  and 
Jerome  of  Prague,  fell,  as  we  have  feen,  martyrs 
for  the  truth  :  but  multitudes  in  Bohemia  fteadily 
adhered  to  their  teachers.  By  force,  or  cajoleries, 
both  Calixtines  and  Taborites  were  at  laft  appeaf- 
ed  ;  they  were  indulged  in  fome  of  their  defires, 
refpei5ling  the  communion  in  both  kinds  ;  and  led 
to  hope  for  more.  The  books,  however,  of  their 
faithful  pallors  Hill  circulated  among  them  ;  and^ 
reduced  as  they  were,  to  an  apparent  external  con- 
formity, the  fpirit  of  the  Church  rulers,  and  the 
dodlrines  which  they  inculcated,  were  utterly  dif- 
ferent from  what  the  Bohemian  brethren  had  cm- 
braced  ;  and  they  were  prepared  to  feize  the  firft 
moment  of  emancipation  from  eccleliaftical  ty- 
ranny. 

The  vallies  of  Piedmont  contained  a  hidden 
treafure,  which  all  the  inquifition  had  not  been 
able  to  difcover  ot  to  rob.  And  the  dodhincs 
taught  by  thefe  witnefles  for  the  truth,  which  had 
fpread  through  the  South  of  France,  were  fuch  as 
could  not  but  produce  the  fame  divine  effedb^ 
wherever  they  are  embraced  in  the  light,  and  in 
the  love  of  them.  It  would  lead  me  too  far  to  en- 
ter upon  all  the  charges  brought  againft  Wicklifi^ 

Vol.  II.  Z     .  Hufs, 
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Hufs^  and  thetr  feOows ;  but  a  few  of  tbem  'will 
mark  ftrongly  the  fpirrt  of  the  men,  and  of  their 
difciples.  We  plead  for  no  faultlefs  mornfters,  they 
were  like  ourfelves,  compafled  with  infirmity  ;  but 
thttr  hearts  cleaved  fteadfaftly  to  the  Lord,  and 
tinder  a  great  fight  of  afflicftions  they  famted  not, 
but  refilled  unto  blood. 

The  enormities  of  the  popi/h  hierarchy,  againft 
which  they  teftified,  were  the  great  6bje6l  of  the 
fifing  witnefles,  and  the  caufe  of  the  inveteracy  of 
their  ^enemies  againft  them:  but  the  doCfrines  of 
free  graee,  held  by  the  reformers,  were  no  lefs  ab- 
horred by  "the  ignorant  and  felf-righteous.    *Mar- 

filius  of  Padua,  had  long'beforc  fl:rong- 
AN.  1328.  ly  maintained,  that  believers  arc  jufti- 

fied  by  grace  alone,  and  that  human 
■^orks  never  were  the  efficient  caufe  of  falvation. 
WicklifF  was  charged  with  teaching,  *'  That  the 
•*  Church  confifted  only  of  the  ele6l — ^That  thofe, 
**  like  Paul  belong  to  it,  who  arc  the  prcdeftined 
**  end  chofen  vcflels,  even  before  their  converfion 
•^  — ^That  no  reprobate  is  found  in  it — ^That  the 
"  true  members  never  fail  finally,  though  for  a 
*^  time  they  may  be  tempted  and  turned  afide — 
*^  That  the  Eucharift  is  not  the  real  body  of  Chrift, 
"  but  the  fign  of  it — ^That  Rome  hath  no  more 
*^  right  to  jurifdiiftion  than  any  other  church— 
"  That  the  gofpel  alone  was  fufficicnt  to  dire6l  the 

k  ^^Chriftian's 


*'  Cbfi^a»'8  ^Hth  ao4  <«w»4p<8>**Tb?it:  all  prplajjt 
"  cal  imprirpBnieqt  wm  aptiH9hp.^i4ff  tyjc^axiy-tit 
"  and,  that  in  the  conduB  of  hisjotdt  every  man  had 
*^  a  fight  t9  j\>dg^  for  ^njfif:'    


'  > 


pxaft  porrefpoi^n^  yijth  tii^^f^  ^  ipiy  be  ./p^ 
VPi  Topl^j's  Hifiorh  froof.  Hp  hdd  alfo^  tb4 
ther^  w^  ^9  neceffity  for  g  v^i^e  ^ead  pf  f^ 
ChprcA  to  gov^n  it,  npr  the  tp^d  cf^m  fpr  it  ffl 
Scripture— and  faid,  he  wifhed  ^  ipirU  yf'^  jt^ 
happy  foul  of  WicklifF. 

Tbe  letter  of  Pqggiug,  the  Ppp^V  to^tftiy^  ^(9 
Aretio,  on  the  defence  find  coia^^?U)atiaa  d(  Jf> 
romie,  is  on^  of  the  noblcft  tefliinQnies  )vhich  tr^tb 
ever  extorted  fnpi»  w  ^dv^jifrry^  Xet,  ujiwcwH^f 
is  a  .W/eak  defence,  opd  tri^th  ^  feebly  protef^Ksy^ 
when  ifpiritual  wiqk^d^efs  in  high  plapea  tnMDpk|i 
4jpon  the  humble.  Pujt  there  i^  |i  Qod  that  jpdg^ 
the  earth.  Their  difciplcs  c^fv^inji^pd  9  ^MthA^ 
band,  and  under  the  oam^  of  ^^boriitif^,  having 
boldly  relifted  their  perf^utofi^i  ibn9etjia>ef  ri^ji^ 
liated  upoq  them  the  cruelti^  whic^  they  hgd  jC^^ 
fered.  They  $iftcrward$  )(iettle4  dpwo  iiUo  a  mqrp 
peaceable  iiate,  and  put  pq  ^  g^atier  fpirit.  ^^Vr 
ing  new*n)odeUed  their  .Chpccb  into  |i  910^  Wf^ 
gelical  fynem,  they  were  denominated  Bohemian 

2  2  Brethren ; 


S40  IMPARTIAL  HIWOBT^  &C.  []P&.  2» 

Brethren  ;'&nd  ^m  them  th6  Moravian  Brethren 
of  the  prefent  day  derive  their  fucceffion. 
'■■•     '-■:■'  -^  ■■.'    . 

A  living  Church  fubMed^  which  neither  the 
craft  nor  violence  of  men  was  permitted  to  deftcoy ; 
in  <b  many  fends*  was  the  knowledge  of  truth  dif- 
fiifed,'  that  thoqgh  dcifpifed  by  the  infolent,  and 
trampled  upon  by  the  proud,  it  had  taken  fuch 
faft  root,  as  never-  to  be  -eradicated  :  and  waited 
only  the  moment  of  opportunity  to  burft  forth  and 
bloilbfn  as  the  ix>fe. 

Thus  clofed  the  fifteenth  centur}%  with  fuperfti- 
tion  triumphant ;  power  in  the  hands  of  oppreflbrs ; 
abufes  grown  inveterate  by  long  ages  of  prefcrip- 
'tion  ;  the  clergy  corrupt  beyond  -  conception  ;  ig- 
norance maintained  with  facred  jealoufy  among  the 
people ;  and  learning  itfelf  hardly  daring  to  pry 
into  the  myfteries  of  iniquity  cftablifticd  by  law 
and  cuftom.  A  feeble  band,  difperfed  and  dif- 
trefled,  yet  ftruggled  for  life,  and  preferved  only 
by  a  divine  and  gracious  Providence,  ftill  kept 
alive  the  vital  fpark.  The  fire  long  fmothered,  was 
now  however  ready  to  burft  out  into  a  flame,  and, 
deftined  we  truft  to  confume  the  wood  and  hay 
and  ftubble  of  fuperftition,  will  continire  to  fhine 
brighter  and  ftronger  unto  the  perfedl  day. 

PERIOD 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE  natural  dhifion  cf  ihefe  Polumes  would 
have  been  inio  the  feveral  Periods  of  the  Rife,  De- 
cline, and  Revival  of  Chriftianity :  but  as  the  Iqfi 
period  approaching  nearer  our  own  times  affords  the 
greateji  plenty  of  materials  and  the  mqft  intereflingj  it 
was  not  practicable  to  comprefs  it,  with  any  fatisfaSory 
information^  into  lefs  compafs.  And  the  Second  Period 
of  the  Decline  of  Gofpel  Truth  in  the  dark  ages  being 
lefs  engaging  and  entertaining,  it  could  be  comprifed  in 
a  fnialler  fpace,  and  afford  a  part  of  this  Second 
f^olume  for  tie  introdudfion  of  a  portion  of  the  Third 
Period,  containing  the  commencement  6f  that  happy 
change,  when  Truth,  triumphant  over  Error  and  Su* 
perdition,  began  to  lift  up  its  banners,  andfpread  its 
conquejls  through  the  profefponally  Chriftian  world. 
May  its  progrefs  be  every  day  more  vijible,  and  its 
triumphs  finally  complete. 


Z4 
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PERIOD    III. 

CENTURY  XVI. 
CHAP.  I. 

ON    THE    OUTWARD    CHUKCH. 

AFTER  toiling  through  a  long  difmal  night 
of  papal  darknefs,  and  regions  of  the  fliadow 
of  death,  a  beam  of  gofpel  day,  as  the  morning 
ipread  upon  the  mountains^  revives  the  fainting 
ipirit. 

An.  1503 — 15 16.  The  favage  Borgia,  the  mad 
warrior,  Julius,  and  the  Epicurean  Leo,  fat  in 
fucceffion  enthroned  amidft  all  their  infolence  and 
abufes ;  and  trampling  on  the  proftrate  world,  de- 
fied their  enemies,  defpifed  their  impotence,  and 
gloried  in  the  (lability  of  an  empire  confirmed  by 
ages  of  fuperftition,  and  ftrengthened  by  legions 
of  monks  and  clergy,  whofe  terrors  overawed  the 
Gonfciences  of  mankind. 

Not  that  the  world  was  quite  infenfible  of  the 
chains  in  which  they  were  held — many  a  fovereign 

complained 
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complained  of  the  encroachments  of  pontifical  am-^ 
bition  ;  numerous  writers  attacked  the  flagrant 
abufes  of  the  Church  ;  fometimes  with  the  ftrong 
arms  of  realbning,  and  fometiipes  with  the  keen 
fhafts  of  ridicule,  for  which  the  follies  of  monkery 
furniflied  an  ample  Icope.  Not  a  nation  but  ut- 
tered its  groans  under  the  papal  exad^ions,  impove- 
rifhcd  to  fupply  the  rapine,  the  luxury,  and  the 
ambitious  projedls  of  the  Roman  prelates.  Unmoved 
and  tranquil,  the  omnipotent  pontiff's  looked  down 
from  their  high  and  lofty  throne  on  the  fuppliant 
herd,  treated  their  murmurs  with  difdain,  and  their 
requefts  for  reformation  with  inattention  :  fufGci- 
€ntly  armed  to  punifh  the  refradlory,  and  having 
every  engine  of  preferment  and  wealth,  to  g^tn  the 
mercenary,  to  filence  the  troublefome,  and  to  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  their  zealous  partifans.  Ca- 
non law,  long  prefcription,  and  the  revercncQ  con- 
fccrated  by  the  character  aflbmed  and  univerfally 
admitted,  of  being  ChriJTs  vicegerent  upon  earthy 
furrounded  the  papacy  with  an  apparently  impene- 
trable barrier.  The  mighty  pontiffs  fat  fccure  in 
the  exercife  of  unlimited  power,  and  knew,  that 
whatever  redrefs  was  fought,  muft  come  through 
their  own  hands,  be  courted  as  a  favour,  and 
granted  under  fuch  conditions  as  they  were  pleafed 
to  didlate. 

A  feeble 
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A  feeble  attempt  to  fofm  a  general  couneil  at 
Pifa,  by  L^wis  of  France,  and  Maximilian  the  Ena-r 
pcror,  only  tended  to  (hew  the  weakncli  of  oppo* 
fition,  and  the  impotence  of  all  efforts  to  reform. 
The  Pope,  in  the  mod  infulting  manner  annulled 
their  decrees,  and  diflblved  their  aflembly  ;  treat- 
ing tbem  with  equal  contempt  and  arrogance. 

Leo  X.  a  man  of  letters,  and  a  man  of  pleafurc, 
who  fucceeded  the  imperious  Julius,  and  prefided 
nt  the  Lateran  council,  which  his  predeceilbr  had 
ailembled,  not  only  took  care,  that  not  a  hair  of 
abufe  (hould  be  touched,  but  prevailed  on  Francis 
the  Firft  to  lacrificc  the  Gallican  liberties,  by  fub* 
i)ituting  in  place  of  the  fragmatic  JanSion^  a  new 
agreement,  called  the  Concordate^  abhorred  alike  by 
the  French  people  and  clergy.  So  fuprcme  was 
the  papal  dominion  over  that  nation,  which  had 
moft  ftoutly  refifted  its  ufurpations. 

The  amazing  prodigality,  luxury,  and  magni- 
ficence of  Leo,  began  however  to  exhauft  the 
Church's  coffers ;  and  as  money  muft  be  procured 
to  fupply  his  extravagances,  the  never-failing  rc- 
fource  of  indulgences  was  recurred  to,  as  the  moft 
efFedlual  means  of  levyiftg  a  tribute  upon  the 
whole  Chriftian  world,  under  the  fpecious  guife  of 
conferring  the  moft  important  fpiritual  benefits. 


The 


848  IMPARTIAL  RI8TOEY  09  [Per.  3« 

The  profligate  examples  of  fo  many  vicegerents 
of  Chrift,  could  not  but  have  the  direft  eflfedls  on 
the  clergy,  whom  they  fupported  in  their  abufes, 
and  were  reciprocally  fupported  by  them.  An  in- 
credible diflblution  of  manners  followed  the  lofs  of 
all  ^iviiie  principle.  Leo  X.  himfelf  appears  to  be 
an  infidel,  if  not  an  atheift,  to  which  his  learning 
did  not  a  little  contribute.  When  the  heart  is 
enflaved  by  corruption,  the  more  ingenious  and 
fcicntific  a  man  is,  the  readier  will  he  be  to  find 
arguments  to  quiet  his  confcience,  and  to  (both  it 
in  the  purfuits  which  he  reiblves  not  to  abandon. 
His  iacerdotal  legions  were  not  unfaithful  followers 
of  their  leader ;  and  as  the  Church  and  Monaf- 
teries  wallowed  in  wealth,  they  failed  not  to  uie 
their  affluence  in  procuring  for  themfelvcs  every 
gratification  ;  whilft  the  bed  informed  could  not 
but  laugh  at  the  fuperfiitious  piety  which  had  fur- 
nifhed  them  with  the  means  of  indulgence,  and 
enjoy  the  delufionof  the  Chriftian  world. 

As  every  preferment  at  Rome  was  venal,  the 
rich,  the  licentious,  and  the  profligate,  would  na- 
turally be  the  fir  ft  purchafers  ;  and  the  higheft  of- 
fices devolved  upon  the  bafefi^,  and  moft  un- 
worthy. 

The  immenfity  of  the  mendicant  tribes  grew 
into  a  burden,  which  the  Chriftian  world  could 

with 
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with  difficulty  fupport ;  and,  as  every  art  and  de- 
vice were  pradlifed  to  procure  veneration  for  their 
feveral  orders,  and  to  fleece  the  public  more  abun- 
dantly, the  moil  fcandalous  deceptions  were  em- 
ployed, and  the  groiicft  frauds  attempted,  to  im- 
pofe  on  the  credulity  of  ipankind.  Sometimes 
they  were  detected  and  punifhed,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
the  infamous  Dominican,  Jetzer  :  but  oilener  the 
trick  fucceeded,  and  the  foolifh  people  cried,  ^  a 

*^  MIRACLE-'* 

r  ' 

As  the  Dominicans  and  Francilcans  had  chiefly 
ufurped  dominion  in  the  fchools  and  univcriitieSp 
theological  knowledge  was  funk  into  quotations 
from  the  fathers,  or  difputcs  about  points  of  the 
moft  trivial  import,  delivered  in  all  the  jargon  of 
fcholaftic  philolbphy.  And  though  fcience  revived 
in  a  number  of  literati,  fuch  as  Erafmus,  Agrippa, 
and  others,  who,  renouncing  the  fubtleties  of  Arif- 
tbtle  and  Plato,  with  the  barren  erudition  of  the 
dialeflics,  read  and  thought  for  themfelves ;  yet, 
the  current  of  education  ft  ill  flowed  through  thefe 
polluted  channels,  and  left  the  mifcrable  pupils 
groping  for  the  wall  as  blind ;  burdening  their 
memories  with  terms,  deflnitions,  and  diftin^lions, 
which  communicated  nothing  of  real  knowle<Ige, 
but  abundance  of  conceit  and  difpute. 


The 


Tbe  tniniftry  o(  tlie  fNure  word  of  Gtcni  («rgs  im 
lon^r  to  he  found.  The  very  fepabiance  6f  it 
would  have  been  branded  as  herefy :  «U  pulpito 
were  x>ccupied  with  paoegyrics  on  tbe  iaint3 ;  the; 
tranfizendeat  gbrtes  and  power  of  the  Vii^ift ;  thi5 
efficacy  of  relics  for  tjbe  jcscpulfioo  of  detpons  from 
tbe  fsoilefied ;  and  tbe  cure  of  aU  dile«-ife5  of  body 
and  fmnd :  the  yirtuj^  X)f  thofe  of  the-  neigbbour^ 
ifng  cburch  jor  C0|nK<N3<t,  were  fi^re  to  be  pequltarly 
infifted  upon.  The  fire  of  purgatory  afforded  aa 
inexhauftible  fund  of  the  terrific ;  and  the  (afcty 
of  indulgences  wi^  dilpl^y^  ii^  tbe  mod  moving 
ilrains  of  plaintive  eloquence :  wbilfi:  goodv^orh 
were  jcnforced  with  all  their  meritorious  efficacy, 
and  tjie  building  a  churchy  or  a  convent,  or  ibiu^ 
rich  endowment  of  thepi,  cancelled  every  crime, 
and  infallibly  fecurcd  falvation.  But,  above  all,  the 
honour  of  the  clergy,  the  fandlity  of  the  Church, 
her  unity,  and  vifibility  in  one  head,  and  unlimited 
fubmiflion  to  his  decrees :  this  was  taught  as  th^ 
perfc6lion  of  Chriftian  excellence ;  as  it  was  tbe 
depth  of  heretical  pravity,  and  fure  to  be  followed 
with  the  dcftrudlion  of  body  and  foul  in  hell,  to 
doubt  of  one  of  the  dogmas  of  Rome,  or  to  with- 
draw a  tittle  of  obedience  from  the  holy  fee  and 
its  pontifis. 

The  miferable  people  bound  in  chains  of  igno- 
rance and  fuperftition,  fubmitted  to  be  prieft-rid- 

den 
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den  with  the  moft  extmfinry  patience.  Ai*d  whilft 
they  were  amufed  with  the  rartc  ihow  of  the  tmfs, 
zt\d  procejfions,  aod  mffteritSy  gloried  in  the  purity 
of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  were  led  to  entertain 
with  facred  horror  the  idea  of  any  alteration  in  the 
Church.  The  clergy  foftered  with  all  their  art^  an 
ignC^tuace  fo  favourable  to  their  empire,  and  care<^ 
fully  watched  over  every  attempt  to  enlighten  the 
minds  of  the  people  with  gofpel  truth,  or  to  cor- 
redl  their  manners  by  divine  principles.  The  more 
profiigatc  they  were,  the  more  they  needed  ab(b- 
lution,  and  mud  recur  to  their  ghoflly  guides  for 
peace  and  pardon.  Thus  the  Church  reaped  the 
richeft  harveft  from  tho  purchafe  of  her  indul- 
gences, as  the  univerfal  immorality  of  mankind 
made  them  more  neceflkry  for  the  various  culprits. 

But  as  the  darkeft  moment  of  the  night  pre- 
cedes the  dawn  of  day,  when  the  Church  appear- 
ed in  the  mod  defperate  fituation,  her  deliverance 
was  approaching  from  this  worfe  than  Babylonifh 
captivity.  We  have  feen,  during  the  prcccdiog  ages, 
here  and  there  a  fj^ark  firuck  from  the  Scrij^tures 
of  truth,  that  gave  a  momentarj^  gleam.  And 
though  the  inquifition,  with  all  its  terrors,  and  the 
flaviili  fubmiffion  of  the  monarchs  of  Chriflendonn, 
feomed  to  uphold  the  pillars  of  the  Roman  fee  with 
Atlantean  fhoulders,  the  utter  rottennefs  of  the 
foundation  awaited  only  a  bold  and  refolute  hanici 

to 
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to  make  the  mighty  fabric  totter.  Indeed^  the 
filent  and  unnoticed  difpenfations  of  God  had  been 
preparing  for  the  event,  however  to  human  view 
unexpeiSied  and  judged  impoffible.  A  variety  of 
attempts  at  reformation  had  been  made;  and 
though  generally  fupprefled,  the  fpirit  of  oppofi- 
tion  remained.  Wickliffites,  Albigenfes,  and  all 
the  perfecuted,  hid  their  heads  from  the  thunders^ 
which  they  were  unable  to  refift  ;  but  they  waited 
the  aufpicious  moment,  and  only  fought  for  the 
intrepid  leader,  and  the  opportunity  to  burft  thdr 
bonds  afunden  The  glaringnefs  of  the  abules  was 
fccretly  deplored  by  multitudes,  who,  without  any 
purpofe  of  change  in  the  ecclefiaftical  government, 
fighed  for  falutary  reform.  The  diffufion  of  know- 
ledge, through  the  art  of  printing,  removed  the 
veil  which  had  been  fpread  over  all  people.  The 
Scriptures  themfelves  were  not  fo  inacceflible  as 
before,  and  many  dared  to  read  and  think  for 
themfelves.  The  governors  of  the  world,  with- 
out any  intention  of  feparating  themfelves  from  the 
unity  of  the  Church,  were  not  at  all  indifpofed  to 
hear  of  plans  of  reformation,  which  might  prevent 
their  kingdoms  from  becoming  the  prey  of  the 
Roman  pontiffs  and  their  legates ;  and  therefore 
wene  in  no  hafte  to  fupprefs  the  zeal  of  thofe  re- 
forming preachers,  whom  they  fuppofed  themfelves 
always  able  to  controul :  whilft  the  pride  and  fe- 
curity  of  the  papal  throne  too  much  defpifed  the 

mcannefs 
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meannefs  of  its  opponents^  and  the  feeblenefs  of 
their  refources. 

An.  1513.  Such  was  the  (iate  of  Chriflendom, 
when  the  increafing  wants  and  rapacioufnefs  of  the 
Roman  fee  made  it  neceflary  to  attempt  replenifli- 
ing  her  coffers ;  and  frcfh  orders  were  iflued  to  the 
legates  every  where,  to  find  the  beft  qualified  in- 
ftruments,  to  preach  and  difpenfc  the  rich  indulge 
ences,  which  Leo  X.,  in  his  great  munificence,  was 
dilpofed  to  grant  to  all  Chriftian  people,  who  had 
money  to  purchafe  them,  for  all  fins,  paft,  prefcnt, 
and  to  come.  All  the  mendicant  monks  were  in- 
vited to  undertake  this  lucrative  cbmmiflion,  and 
the  Dominicans  engaged  in  it  with  peculiar  zieal 
and  aflivity.  As  the  legates  were  only  careful 
about  the  end,  how  to  get  the  moft  money ;  and 
little  fcrupulous  about  the  means,  provided  they 
led  to  this  obje<5l,  they  fele6ted  for  this  fervicc  in- 
ftrumcnts  the  beft  calculated  to  impofe  upon  the 
credulity  of  the  vulgar :  men  of  popular  talents, 
unblufliing  effrontery,  and  perfect  dcvotcdncfs  to 
the  Romifh  fee.  Among  thefe  the  Archbi(hop  of 
MentjK  found  the  famous  monk,  John  Tetzel : 
whofe  craft  equalling  bis  impudence,  he  undertook 
the  tafk  with  wondrous  alacrity  and  fuccefs,  and 
exalted  the  value  of  the  favours  which  he  was  difpcr- 
fing  with  an  eloquence,  and  exaggerated  commen- 
dations of  the  efficacy  of  bis  indulgences,  that  could 

Vol.  II.  A  a  not 
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ddt  but  proc^ce  among  the  fu  peril  itious  multrtadc 
innumerable  cuftomers.  He  blazoned,  the  virtues 
of  the  faints  in  colours  of  the  moft  tranfcendcnt 
glory ;  vaunted  the  rich  trcafures  of  merit,  now 
opening  from  the,  Church's  repofitbry ;  of  which 
the  keys  were  to  him  entrufied.  lie  could  exceed 
all  wants ;  fopply  a}l  deficiencies ;  and  cancel  all 
crimes.  He  boafted  his  ability  to  fave  even  the 
ravifher  of  the  bleflcd  Virgin  herfclf;  and  affirmed^ 
that  HE,  John  Tetzel,  had  rcfcued  more  fouls  from 
bell  and  purgatory,  by  thefe  compleat  noftrums  of 
indulgences,  than  ever  St.  Peter  himfelf  had  con- 
verted to  Chriftianity  by  his  preaching.  The 
gaping  crowd -heard  with  wonder  this  matchleft 
knight  of  the  golden  key,  and  fent  up  their  money 
to  the  ftage,  to  purchafe  with  avidity  thefe  precious 
packets  of  ecclcfiaftical  panaceas,  t^^hich  were  to  fct 
their  confcienccs  at  reft  forever. 

An  inconfiderablc  monk  at  Wittemberg  heard 
with  indignation  thefe  hyperbolical  pretenfions. 
He  belonged  to  the  Auguftin  order,  and  for  his 
learning  and  talents  had  been  raifcd  to  the  pro- 
fcflbrfhip  of  divinity,  in  the  academy  of  that  city, 
by  Frederic,  Eledtor  of  Saxony.  Martin  Luther, 
a  name  forever  to  be  revered  by  every  real  Chnfiian, 
rcfolved  to  check  this  impudent  mountebank  in  his 
career ;  and  not  to  fufFer  bim  in  the  city,  where  he 
held  the  divinity  chair^  to  propagate  blafphcmies,  fo 

oppofite 


Cent.  16.]      THB  CHURCH  OF  CHBIST.  555 

oppiofite  to  all  revealed  truth,  without  rebuke*  He 
therefore  challenged  him  in  ninety-five  propofi- 
tions,  to  defend  bimfelf  and  his  pontifical  em- 
ployers, whom  Luther  dared  to  cenfure  as  accono* 
plices,  for  fufFering  fuch  impoftures,  and  counte« 
nancing  fuch  abominable  frauds  and  impofitions  on 
the  people.     An.  1517. 

Thus  was  the  gauntlet  thrown  down,  and  the 
firft  bibw  firuck  of  that  battle,  which  hath  con- 
tinued to  rage  ever  fince,  and,  after  fo  many  turna 
and  changes,  appears  ready  to  be  decided  in  the 
final  fubveriion  of  papal  tyranny,  reduced  now  that 
I  am  writing  to  the  duft  of  contempt,  and  ap- 
proaching, I  hiopc,  its  utter  extin<Slion» 

Never  was  a  tnan  more  formed  for  the  contcft  in 
which  he  was  engaged  with  the  fee  of  Rome,  than 
this  brave  Saxon.  His  faculties  were  Angularly 
great ;  his  memory  prodigious ;  his  mind  fraught 
with  the  richeft  (lores  of  ancient  wifdom  and  litera- 
ture, to  which  he  had  addi6led  himfelf ;  but  above 
iall  he  was  deeply  read  in  the  oracles  of  God,  and 
converfant  with  the  beft  of  the  fathers  and  their 
writings,  particularly  St.  Auguftib,  the  patron  of 
his  order.  His  natural  temper  was  flrong  and 
irafcible;  his  courage  invincible;  his  eloquence 
powerful  as  his  vcice ;  and  darting  the  lightnings 
of  his  arguments  on  his  confounded  opponents. 

A  a  2  No 
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No  dangers  ihtinlidated  him  ;  no  difficulties^- 
or  cmergcndes  deprived  bim  of  felf-poileflion  ;  in 
perfeverance  unihaken^  in  labours  indefatigable. 
Kome  knew  not  the  HcrculeJi  in  the  cradle^  that 
was  ready  to  flrangle  her  fnakes,  and  at  firft  de« 
fplfed  fuch  impotent  efforts.  Nor  did  he  himfelf 
know  his  own  ftrength,  or  fufped  or  intend  the 
confcquences,  which  would  refult  from  this  fmall 
coitimencemerit.  But  if  God  will  work,  none- 
can  let  it ;  and  any  inftrument  Is  fufEcientj  though 
it  were  but  the  jaw-bone  of  an  afs,  when  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lot-d  comes  upon  the  appointed  Sampfon. 
Yet,  though  God  works  according  to  the  counfela 
of  his  own  will;  We  fee  how  wonderfully  he  provided 
and  qualifies  the  proper  fubje6ls  for  their  peculiar 
fcrvices;  and  albeit,  the  fuccefs  is  wholly  from 
himfelf,  we  cannot  but  admire  the  inftrumcnts  he 
employs. 

Malignity  and  hatred  of  gofpcl  truth,  have  not 
only  fuggefted  to  popifh  adverfarics,  but  to  more 
rcfpcdled  proteftant,  though  infidel  hifiorians,  that 
Luther,  in  his  oppofition  to  Tetzel,  was  animated 
not  by  zeal  for  truth,  but  mean  envy  for  the  glory 
of  his  order,  negledled  by  a  preference  of  the  Do- 
minicans. Even  admitting  the  charge,  the  provi- 
dence of  God  in  over-ruling  human  evil  for  pur- 
pofes  of  his  own  glory,  would  not  be  the  Icfs  adora- 
ble; butthefadsarefalfe  upon  which  fuch  charges 

have 
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have  been  founded ;  nor  did  Luther's  moft  en*^ 
venomed  enemies  dare  reproach  him  in  that  day^ 

^vith  this  degrading  fuggeftion. 

\ 

Indeed  the  matter  adipittcd  of  an  eaiy  ^mpera* 
ment,  had  it  been  merely  a  difpute  kindled  by  am- 
bition, between  Jndividqal^  or  their  orders.  Leo. 
might  have  healed  the  bfeach  by  the  flighted  Qon^, 
cellions  or  modification ;  for  Luther  difputcd  not 
the  power  of  the  ppntifftQ  abfblvc  from  all  church, 
piinill^mcnts ;  and  only  urged  t|iat  final  falyation 
wa^  attainable  by  the  merits  of  Chrift  alone^  an4 
the  penance  performed  hy  the  offender :  fo  dark  at 
firft  were  his  own  vi^ws  of  acceptance  with  God ; 
but  the  matter  was  of  the  Lord,  and  therefore  not 
Rightly  to  be  healed.  The  infolcnt  fecurity  of  the 
pontiff  led  him  tp  negle<ft  the  cxtinguifhing  of  the 
firft  fpark  ;  and  when  difpute  had  blown  that  fpari^ 
into  a  flame,  all  the  \leluge  of  waters  from  the 
mouth  of  the  (Iragon  became  unable  to  cjuench  the 
conflagration. 

This  was  the  age  of  difpute  and  violence.  The 
projpoiiLions  maintained  at  Wittcmb^rg,  not  only 
offended  Tetzcl,  but  his  order,  and  ^11  the  furious 
partifans  of  Rome.  A  hoft  ruflied  into  the  battle 
to  bear  down  the  defpifed  monk  of  Saxonj^,  with 
^heir  ebqucnce,  their  arguments,  and  church  au- 
thority.    Prierio^  Hoogftraat,  Eckius^  zealous  Ro« 

A  a  3  manifls^ 
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manifts^  with  many  others,  difplayed  their  zeal  for 
the  Githolic  faith,  ami  their  abhorrence  of  its  im- 
pugner;  whom  they  humbly  prayed  the  Pope  to 
commit  to  the  flames,  and  fifence  his  blafphemie$ 
againft  aathority.  But  Luther  was  neither  a  man 
to  be  intimidated  by  threatening,  or  to  be  borne 

* 

down  by  the  violence  of  thefe  envenomed  difpu- 
tants.  He  hurled  back  upon  them  the  thunders 
they  darted  at  him ;  refuted  their  arguments,  and 
treated  their  perfons  with  foyereign  contempt:. 
Yet  to  the  Pope  he  held  the  moft  refpedtful  lan- 
guage, as  a  dutiful  (on,  and  as  advancing  nothing 
which  he  would  not  retract  the  moment  he  was 
convinced  of  its  contrariety  to  the  Catholic  faith. 

Whether  the  Pope  thought  this  one  of  the 
many  nonfenfical  quarrels  which  would  die  away 
of  themfclves  as  others  bad  done  before  ;  or  th'at  it 
was  beneath  his  dignity  to  pay  attention  to  fo  in- 
confiderable  an  individual ;  no  reply  was  made  to 
Luther's  letters ;  and  Leo  was  only  roufcd  from  his 
fecurity,  by  the  information  received  from  the  Em- 
peror Maximilian,  that  all  Germany  was  in  a  flame; 
ind  that  fomething  muft  be  done  to  fupprefs  it 
without  delay. 

Teazed  with  thefe  remonflranccs,  tht  indignant 
pontiff^  quited  the  couch  of  indolence,  to  order  to 
bis  prefence  the  impertinent  reformer.  But  Luther, 

who 
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who  knew  the  court  of  Rome  too  well  to  truft 
himfelf  in  her  clutches,  prevailed  on  theEledlor  of 
Saxony,  who  favoured  him  and  his  opinions,  tp 
apply  to  the  Pope  for  the  decifion  of  the  caufc  in 
Germany,  before  the  proper  tribunal,  where  it  had 
originated.  Leo,  unwilling  to  oftcnd  a  man  of 
whofe  influence  he  might  ft  and  in  need,  confented 
to  refer  the  matter  to  his  legate  Cajetaut,  at  Augf- 
burg,  than  whom  he  could  not  have  chofen  a.  more 
improper  umpire;  a  Dominican ;  the  declared  friend 
of  Tctzcl ;  and  the  enemy  of  Luther.  Before  him 
however  the  intrepid  monk  pleaded  hiscaufe,  and, 
as  might  be  expected,  inftead  of  being  heard  with 
candour,  and  anfwered  with  temper, 
AN.  J  5 18.  the  legate,  with  the  tone  of  infalent  au- 
thority, commanded  him  to  abjure  his 
opinions  as  erroneous,  and  fubmit  humbly  to  the 
penance  that  (hould  be  enjoined  him  by  the  holy 
ice, 

The  high  fpirit  of  the  reformer  was  not  bX  all  dif- 
pofed  to  fubmit  to  fuch  arrogant  di6tate^;  and  con- 
vinced how  fruitlefs  it  was  to  reafon,  and  how 
dangerous  to  refift,  he  fluently  decamped  fronri 
Augfburg,  and  took  refuge  in  Saxony ;  lodging  his 
appeal  with  Leo,  when  he  fhould  be  better  inform- 
ed of  the  merits  of  the  controverly . 

A  a  4  Ta 
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To  lilence  this  vexatious  dlfpute,  Leo  iflfued  his 
decree  commanding  univerfal  fubmiffion  to  tbeau* 
thority  of  Rome,  as  capable  alike  of  delivering  her 
iubjedls  from  all  punijhment  whatever^  whether  in 
this  world  or  that  which  is  to  come ;  and  tberefore 
forbidding  this  article  of  faith  to  be  ever  more 
brought  into  conteft.  Luther  bad  therefore  now 
only  to  fubmit,  do  penance,  or  appeal  to  a  higher 
tribunal.  He  chofe  the  latter,  and  referred^  him- 
fcif  and  bis  caufe  to  the  next  general  council. 

The  Pope  too  late  perceived  the  error  of  appoint- 
ing Cajetan  as  umpire,  and  determined  to  h^l,  if 
poffible,  a  difpute  which  threatened  to  produce 
perilous  confequences.  He  fent,  therefore,  a  new 
legate  into  Saxony,  Miltitjc,  a  man  admirably  cal- 
culated to  repair  the  breach  by  his  dexterity  and 
bis  gcntlenefs;  and  being  a  Saxon  knigbt,  be  could 
not  but  be  particularly  acceptable  to  the  ele<Stor 
4nd  his  chaplain.  By  him  Leo  fent  the  confecrated 
golden  rofe  to  Frederic,  the  peculiar  mark  of  his 
regard ;  and  Miltitz  foftening  down  the  rigid 
temper  of  the  refonBer  by  complaifance,  engaged 
Mm  to  write  a  fubmiflrve  letter  to  the  Pope,  from 
whom  he  received  a  moft  condefcending  epiftle  in 
return.  The  ftrongeft  hopes  were  now  entertained, 
that  the  matter  would  end  to  the  fati«fa(?lion  of  the 
Koman  fee,  and  this  rebellion  be  quelled,  as  cafiily 

as 


Cent  ^6.]  THE  CHuacK  op  chmst,      361 

fis  the  former  ones :  but  God  had  in  mercy  other- 
wife  ordained. 

Luther,  whofe  views  had  not  yet  probably  reach* 
ed  to  any  extended  reformation,  and  who  would 
have  been  well  fatisfied  with  the  removal  of  the 
groflcr  abufes  of  indulgences^  was  lb  won  upon  by 
the  franknefs  and  kind  treatment  of  Miltitz  and 
Ixo ;  that  he  confented  to  be  filent  on  the  fubjcft 
in  difpttte,  if  his  adverfaries  were  obliged  to  the 
fame :  and  he  offered  to  write  a  general  circular 
letter  to  all  whom  he  could  influence,  reverentially 
to  obey  the  church  of  Rome.  So  near  to  an  ac- 
commcKlation  were  matters  brought  through  the 
prudence  of  Miltitz :  when  the  fury  of  bigotry 
hapi)ily  precluded  all  Teconciliation.    An.  I519. 

Eckius,  the  partifan  of  Rome,  had  challcngfed 
Carloftadt,  the  faithful  colleague  of  Luther,  to  dif* 
pute  at  Lcipfic,  on  the  deep  fubjedl  of  fr^^wiU^ 
The  flay  was  fixed ;  the  combatants  (harpened  theif 
weapons  of  controverfy ;  the  champions  advanced 
to  the  field  of  battle  :  the  univerfity,  and  a  fplendid 
auditory  attended  the  fblemn  decifion,  re/feSing 
the  prywers  and  freedom  of  the  human-will.  Lutber 
appeared  as  fecond  to  his  friend, 

Carlofiadt  maintained  that  iince  the  fall,  we  bad 
no  ability  for  good,  but  what  was  derived  from  di« 

vine 
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vine  grace*  Eckius  dilettod  h  native  power  of  (elA 
determining  volition  to  concur  with,  or  rcfid^the 
divine  operations.  The  one  was  the  advocate  for 
ihc /overdgnfy  and  efficacy  of  grace,  the  other  for 
the  power  and  nterU  of  vian  in  his  co-oferation. 

A  fecond  confli<5  followed  between  Eckius  and 
Luther,  on  the  authority  of  the  Roman  fee  over  the 
confciences  of  vten.  And  as  was  the  cuftom  of  the 
times,  the  difpute  was  iharp,  and  leading  toitianger- 
Qus  pofitions.  Eckius,  once  the  intimate  friend, 
now  became  the  implacable  adyerfary  of  Luther^ 
aqd  fought  to  blacken  him  by  every  imputation  of 
heretical  pravity.  Hoffman,  the  redlor  of  the  uni- 
verfity,  and,  the  moderator  of  the  difputes,  dared  not 
deoide  on  thefc  .difficult .  fubjeds  and  dangerous 
enquiries.  It  became  a  drawn  battle ;  fo  both 
parties  retired  from  the  contclt  with  moil  deter- 
mined adherence  to  their  owix  opinion,  and  pre- 
tended triumph  over  their  adverfarics ;  and  abund- 
antly aiiore  diliant  from  and  embittered  againft 
.each  other  than  when  they  began. 

The  amiable  and  gentle  Melandlhon  was  among 
the  auditors  of  this  renowned  difpute.  He  had  be- 
fore approved  of  Luther's  fcriptural  mode  of  treating 
theological  fubje6ls,^  and  this  great  contlidl  con- 
firmed him  in  the  rectitude  of  the  pofitions,  which 
Luther  maintained.    Forever  afterwards  he  ranked 

on 
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on  the  fide  of  the  reformers  ;  though  his  yielding 
temper,  his  love  of  peace,  and  fome  educational 
prejudices  rcfpe6ling  church  unity  and  fchifm,  led 
him  fometimes  into  conceffions  injurious  to  the 
caufe  which  he  defended.  Naturally  of  a  timoroua 
fpirit,  he  dreaded  the  confequences  of  divifion : 
but  in  an  hour  of  danger  no  man  looked  death  in 
the  face  with  greater  intrepidity.  He  was  a  cha^ 
ra6lcr  more  Suited  to  a  peaceable  ftate  of  the 
Church,  than  to  buftle  and  contend  in  the  ckiys  of 
difficulty  and  turbulence. 

As  Roble  a  monument  of  faithfulncfs  in  the  caufe 
of  God  and  truth  had  already  fprung  up  in  Switzer- 
land, ZuiNGLius.  Though  not  alike  famed  with  the 
(German  reformer,  he  may  juftly  tank  his  cc)ub1  in 
piety,  in  learning  his^fuperior.  He  had  from  early 
youth  been  (hdckcd  at  the  eftablifhed  fuperftitiofis 

around  him,  and  having  devoted  himfelf  to  the 

J-  •  •  • 

Church,  he  began  before  Luther,  to  explain  rti* 
fcriptures  to  the  people,  and  to  cenfure  v^ith  great 
fidelity,  though  with  becoming  temper,  the  erroirs 
of  the  church  q(  Rome.  His  fcientific  attainments 
and  holy  converfation  commanded  the  difting&ifti- 
ing  refpeiSt  of  his  countrymen,  and  he  was  early 
advanced  to  a  ftall  in  the  church  of  Zurich,  where 
his  example  was  as  eminently  good  as  his  abilities 
and  labours  were  confeffedly  great.  The  very 
caufes  which  roufedthe  f;cal  of  Luther^  a<5led  upon 

him 
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bim  in  a  iinoilar  way,  and  on  the  like  occafion.  An 
impudent  Italian  \va$  carrying  on  the  fame  {hame-* 
ful  traffic  of  indulgences,  and  met  with  as  warm  an 
oppofer  in  Zuinglius,  as  Tetzel  had  found  in  Lu<- 
ther.  Nor  was  be  a  man  of  a  Icfs  intrepid  fpirit, 
though  tempered  with  greater  felf-coipipn^nd,  and 
in  point  of  cxtcnfive  knowledge,  as  it  appears  by 
his  works,  pre-cmiaent.  To  him  Switzerland  was 
chiefly  indebted  for  the  light  of  the  gofpcl ;  and 
bis  vigorous  exhortations  engaged  the  magiflracy 
to  caft  off  the  yoke  of  Rorae^  and  afl^ft  their  li^- 
berty. 

While  thus  the  holy  flame  was  kindling  at  differ^ 
ent  corners  of  the  earth ;  and  the  wiles  of  the  crafty 
as  well  as  the  arm  of  power  employed  to  extinguifh 
it,  Eckius,  infuriate  with  rage,  hafted  to.  Rome, 
and  backed  by  all  the  inflnenceof  the  Domini^arts 
and  the  inquifitors,  carried  to  Leo  his  bitter  accufa- 
t^ons  againft  Luther,  and  urged  the  nccelHty  of  fup- 
preffing  (b  dangerous  a  heretic  by  the  papal  ana- 
themas, before  the  contagion  ftiould  fpread  too 
wide  to  admit  of  a  remedy.  Leo,  too  indolent  to 
refill  the  importunities  of  thofe  who  furrounded 
him,  and  flattered  by  the  confidence  of  the  facility 
with  which  he  might  fiicnce  this  troublefome  re-r 
former,  figned  the  bull  which  fulminated  excom-r 
munication  againft  Luther's  perfon,  and  ordere4 
the  ignominious  burning  of  al;l  his  writings.  Sixty 

dajs 
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days  rclpite  only  were  allowed  him  to  abjure,  re- 
pent, and  call  himfelf  on  the  mercy  of  the  pontifFw 

Luther,  whom  the  gentle  treatment  of  Miltiti 
might  have  won,  was  filled  with  indignation,  when 
this  fentence  Was  notified  to  him.     And  having 
taken  a  decided  refolution^  he  determined  to  fepa- 
rate  from  the  Romifti  communion^  and  to  do  it  in 
the  moft  public  manner,    in  order  to  tcfiify  his 
contempt  of  the  Pope  and  his  authority,  whilft  he 
renewed  his  appeal  to  the  ne^t  general  council  fot 
his  juflification.     Before  the  fixty  days  therefore 
were  expired,  he  fummoncd  a  vaft  concourfeof  all 
ranks,  curious  to  be  prefent  at  fo  Angular  a  cere- 
mony, and  kindling  a  fire,  he  by  the  hands  of  the 
hangm'an  committed  to  it  in  prefencc  of  them  all^ 
the  Pope's  bull,  with  the  facerdotal  code  of  canons 
and  decretals,  as  renouncing  henceforth  all  au^ 
thority  of  Rome  and  her  pontifl^s  ;  a  (icp  fuited  to 
his  daring  fpirit ;  and  wife  as  undaunt- 
AN.  1520.  cd.    Temporifing  meafures  were  as  un- 
congenial to  the  man,  as  ill-fuited  to  the 
obje(Sl  he  had  in  view.     He  wiflicd  to  roufc  a  fpirit 
of  refolute  oppofitiqn  to  thefe tyrannical  mandates; 
to  (how  they  might  be  defpifed  with  impunity  : 
whilft  by  his  appeal  to  a  general  council,  he  in- 
terefted  in  his  favour  all  who  regarded  that  as  tho 
fupreme  judge  of  controverfy  ;  agreeably  to  what 
had  been^  decided  at  the  councils  of  Bafil  and  Con« 

fiance. 
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fiance.  Thus  his  renunciation  6f  Leo*s  autKori ty^ 
prevented  not  his  profeiling  firm  attachment  to  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  readinefs  to  abide  by  the  im^ 
partial  deciiions  of  an  unprejudiced  council; 

A  fecond  buil>  as  foort  as  the  fixty  days  expired, 
iealed  the  final  damnation  of  the  obdinate  heretic  ; 
and  met  the  fame  contempt  as  the  former.  Itideed 
ib  far  from  intimidating  the  zealous  reformer,  it 
Iharpcned  his  refentmcnt>  and  roufed  him  to  more 
vigorous  exertions,  to  rcfcue  from  thcfe  uhchriftian 
procedures  a  body  of  his  country-men,  fufficient  to 
ercdl  a  barrier  againfl  his  enemies,  and  to  form  a 
church  more  refcmbling  the  apoftolic  model   in 
doiSrine,  and  difcipline^   than  that  which  he  had 
formally  renounced.     Happily  he  found  a  numbei* 
of  the  ableft  fcholars,  as  well  as  mod  excellent  men 
t}(  the  age,  ready  to  join  in  the  neccfHiry  reform, 
to  which   tlic  weight  of  Mclandthon's  influence 
greatly  coiitributed.     The  more  the  fubjeil   was 
canvalicd,  the  more  the  groundlefs  prclcnfions  of 
the  papacy  were  detected  ;    and  the  frauds  and 
fuperftitions  of  its  filpporters  brought  lo  light,  and 
expofed  to  the  people ;  who  received  with  avidity 
the  dodlrine  of  the  reformer^,  and  formed  a  pha- 
lanx around  them,  which  defended  them  from  their 
bloody  purfuers.    Nor  were  the  princes  of  the  em- 
pire, catholic  as  they  wcre^  averfe  to  fee  fomc  of 
the  pontifical  claims  difputcd ;  whilfl  Frederic  of 

Saxony, 
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Saxony,  who  had  embraced  the  truth,  taught  by 
Luther  and  his  colleagues,  afforded  them  all  the 
protedlion  in  his  power,  without  committing  him- 
felf  entirely  as  a  partifan* 

An.  15  ig.  Charles  the  Fifth  of  Spain,  raiftd  to 
the  imperial  throne  chiefly  by  the  zeal  and  favour 
of  Frederic,  in  oppofitioo  to  his  competitor  Francis 
the  Firft,  King  of  France,  was  unwilling  to  difo- 
blige  a  friend,  to  whom  he  was  fo  greatly  indebted, 
and  therefore,  though  hard  prefled  by  the  Pope  to 
feize  and  execute  this  daring  rebel  againft  authority, 
Charles  at  the  requeft  of  Frederic  confented,  that 
Luther  fhould  be  judged  by  a  German  tribunal ; 
for  which  purpofe,  a  diet  of  the  princes  ccclefiafti- 
cal  and  temporal  aflemblcd  at  Worms. 
AX.  1521.  There  the  culprit  fenced*  with  a  fnfe 

condudl  from  the  Emperor,  boldly  ap- 
peared in  pcrfon  to  plead  his  own  caufc,  before 
that  auguft  aflembly.  Many  of  his  friends  dread- 
ing the  encounter;  fearing  his  o%vn  impctuofity 
Would  provoke  enmity ;  and  knowing  the  favage 
cruelty  of  his  judges,  ready  to  violate  the  fafe  con- 
duct, in  order  to  glut  their  revenge,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  Hufs  and  Jerome,  diiTuaded  him  from  appear- 
ing :  but  his  confidence  in  the  goodnefs  of  his 
claims  made  him  court  rather  than  ftmn  fuch  a 
public  opportunity  of  pleading  the  caufe  of  God 

and 
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and  truth  :  and  his  coOrage  engaged  him  fearlcfsly 
to  declare,  that;  "  if  he  met  as  many  devils  at 
"  Worms,  as  there  were  tiles  on  the  houfes^  they 
^'  (hould  not  deter  him  from  his  duty." 

Yet  be  charmed  his  friends  as  much  as  he  cbn- 
founded  his  enemies,  by  the  firmncfs  and  temper- 
ance of  his  defence,  as  well  as  by  the  eloquence  and 
force  of  argument  which  he  difplayed  on  this  occa* 
lion.     Charles,  who  was  compelled  to  flatter  Lco^ 
fought  by  every  foothing  carcfsand  eamcft  folicita- 
tion  to  engage  Luther  to  fubmit  to  the  Pope.  But 
when  he  found  him  inflexible,  he  menaced  him 
with  all  the  wrath  of  Rome  and  the  Empire*   The 
undaunted  champion  firmly,  but  cooly  replied,  thatj 
•V  whenever  his  opinions  were  proved  erroneous, 
**  from  the  word  of  God,  and  his  condudl  criminal 
"  againft  Chrift  or  his  Church,   he  would  alk  no- 
*^  thing   more  to  teftiP/   the  deepeft  humiliation  ; 
"  but  till  then,   no  man  had  a  right  to  cenfure  or 
**  condemn  him."     The  Emperor,  too  generous  to 
violate  his  fafe  conducl,  permitted  him  to  depart : 
but  the  unanimous  fuft^ras:c  of  the  diet  denounced 
the  mod  condign   punlil«mcnt   on   the  obftinate 
heretic ;  and  on  all  who  fhould  entertain,  fupport^ 
or  conceal  him  ;  deciding  abfolutely,  that  ike  Pope 
was  the  [de  jzidgc  ofreUgicus  contro'verjy  in  the  Chrift 
tlan  "ivorhl.     A  tenet  fo  exprefsly  contrary  to  the 

Germanic 
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GtetTnanic  liberties,  arid  the  redeivQ^  cbuncils,  as 
fhocked  many  of  thofe  who  would, not  at  all  have 
cared  about  the  cafe  of  fuch  an  inconfiderable  in-^ 
dividuaL 

.  •  I  •  ^^  4 *  I  • 

His  kind  friend  atid  prote<Slor  Frederic,  Ivhd 
dreaded  the  confequence  of  Luther's  falling  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  contrired  to  wajlay  him 
as  he  returned  frdm  the  diet ;  and  feized  by  meii 
in  mafks,  who  were  in  the  fecret,  he  was  carried 
off  to  the  caftle  of  Wartenberg,  and  hid  for  ten 
months  from  all  purfuit  and  difcovery.  There  he 
employed  his  leifure  and  retirement  in  tranflating 
the  New  Teftament,  and  keeping  up  the  fpirit  of 
his  friends  by  letters.  His  difappearing  in  this 
fudden  manner  raifed  a  firong  fufpicion  of  his  being 
made  away  with  by  his  enemies^  and  tended  to  in- 
creafe  the  general  odium  of  the  people  againfl: 
thecn ;  whilft  his  zealous  difciplcs  exerted  them- 
felves  with  greater  activity  than  ever,  in  fpreading 
the  principles  of  the  reformation  ;  to  which  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  Emperor  Charles^  whom  his  own  poli- 
tical engagements  called  away  from  Germany, 
greatly  contributed.  He  had  indeed  at  that  time 
providentidly  too  many  immediate  concerns  of  im- 
portance to  himfelf  to  occupy  his  attention,  and  no 
leifure  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  reformation. 

Vol.  IL  B  b  Carloftadt, 
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Carlofiadt,  the  friend  and  colleague  of  Luther, 
daring  bis  retirement  at  Wartenberg,  took  tbe  lead 
in  tbe  work  of  reformat k)a ;  and  a3  its  progreiawat 
rai)id,  he  improved  the  advantage  of  the  influence 
which  he  had  acquired,  and  rcfolvcd  to  eaft  down 
tbe  images  which  bad  been  fo  long  the  objects  of 
popular  adoration  in  the  churcbes^^and  to  expel  tber* 
idolatrous  mafs.  His  own  intemperate  zeal,  or 
rather  that  of  bis  fdlpwers,  is  faid  to  have  OGcafioned 
much  matter  of  offence,  by  proceeding  in  too 
tumultuary  a  man^ner.  Luther  himfelf  fharply  con- 
demned their  proceedings  ;  and  unable  to  lie  any 
longer  concealed,  whiKl  Carloftadt  was  thus  daring 
to  oppofe  the  papal  abufes,  he  left  his  hiding  place, 
and  fet  himfelf  again  at  the  head  of  tbe  reformed* 

Some  have  charged  Carloftadt  with  temerity, 
and  Luther  with  envy  at  his  adlivity,  and  with  jea- 
louly  lead  he  fhould  fupplant  him  in  the  public 
opinion.  And  nothing' is  more  probable  than  that 
they  were  men  of  like  paflions  with  ourfelves  :  we 
plead  for  no  faultlefs  monflcrs  of  monkifh  perfec- 
tion r  but  good  men  asCailoftiidt,  might  expe6l  to 
have  their  zeal  branded  with  intemperance ;  and 
ll)e  fpirit  of  Luther  in  his  retirement  might  furely 
be  roufcd  by  a  nobler  principle  than  envy,  to  re- 
turn to  the  work  openly,  and  put  his  life  in  his 
hand.     He  might  alfo  reafonably  fear,  that  a  too 

precipitate 
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precipitate  condudl  would  injure  the  cauie  which 
they  bad  equally  at  heart ;  or  they  mipjht  differ  in 
opinion,  without  evil.  I  confcfs,  I  have  always 
honoured  Carloftadt,  as  a  zealous  inftrument  in 
the  refonnation  ^  in  learning  he  was  Luther's  equal, 
in  fbme  of  his  opinions  refpccfting:  the  Eucharift, 
more  fcriptural,  and  only  beneath  him  in  that  com- 
manding popularity  of  addrefs,  whfch  no  man  of 
that  day  pofleficd  like  Luther. 

During  thefe  commotions,  one  great  chafa<Sler, 
which  all  defired  to  draw  over  to  their  party,  con- 
fcious  of  the  weight  of  his  influence,  maintained 
a  fufpicious  neutrality.  Erasmus,  whom  the  keen- 
nefs  of  his  wit,  the  acutenefs  of  his  genius,  and 
the  depth  of  his  learning,  raifed  to  the  pinnacle 
of  univerfal  admiration,  had,  before  Luther  arole, 
begim  to  Iharpen  the  fhafts  of  ridicule  againfl  the 
monkifh  ignorance  and  abufes  ;  by  his  writings  he 
had  greatly  loofened  the  fhackles  of  blind  venera- 
tion for  the  mendicant  tribes,  and  prepared  men*s 
minds  for  the  reformation.  To  him,  Luther,  Me- 
landlhon,  and  other  reformers,  warmly  addrefled 
themfelvcs.  He  anfwered  them  with  all  civility, 
but  with  the  moft  wary  caution  not  to  commit 
himfclf  as  a  favourer  of  their  caufe  ;  though  he 
profefled  ^to  admit  the  chief  do6lrines  which  they 
promulged,  and  to  acknowledge  the  neceflity  of  a 
reform,  to  which  no  man  had .  more  contributed  by 

B  b  2  their 
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their  writings  than  himfclf.     Yet  he  dreaded  a 
rupture  with  the  pontiff;  and  flattered  himfelf  the 
objedl  would  be  accompliftied  by  the  neceflity  of 
the  cafe,  without  violence.    He  would  have  been 
content  With  feme  conceJJionSj  and  trembled  at  the 
rude  hand  of  hally  reform.     His  ftudy  and  books 
delighted  him  more  than  the  a<5livity  of  a  labourer 
in  the  vineyard :  and  his  temper  indifpofed  him 
for  the  ftormy  ocean,  which  Luther  dared  to  brave. 
He  profefled  a  high  veneration  for  the  bold  re- 
former ;  and  though  he  (hunned  all  intimacy  that 
would  have  expofed  him  to  reproach,  he  did  not 
icruple  to  condemn  the  injuflice  and  folly  of  the 
treatment  which  Luther  had  received  from  Leo  ; 
and  plainly  manifeilcd  his  appreheniions,  that  the 
enmity  of  the  facerdotal  tribe,  more  than  any  real 
errors  of  the  monk,  was  the  caufe  of  his  condem- 
nation.     He  dreaded  alfo,  that  the  precipitation  of 
Luther  would  bring  him  to  an  untimely  end,  as  it 
had  done   fo  many   preceding  witneflcs  for  the 
truth  ;  and  that  the  confequences  would  be  fatal 
to  the  caufe  :  and  probably  the  cowardice  of  his 
own  fpirit  made  him  fear  to  be  involved  in  the 
dangers  which  he  apprehended.     He  maintained  a 
cautious  rcfer\'e  on  the  fubje(5l  of  Luther's  writings, 
and  though  he  condemned  the  man,  becaufe  the 
Church  had  condemned  him,  and  cenfured  the  vio- 
lence of  his  proceedings,  he  declined  anfwering 
the  reformer,  to  which  he  was  greatly  urged^  and 

left 
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left  that  honour  to  the  Univerfities,  the  Domini- 
cans, and  Francifcans ;  pretending  unwillingnefs 
to  rob  them  of  the  glory.  In  fadt,  in  all  eflentiaj 
dddlrines,  Erafmus  was  with  the  reformers ;  and 
faw  as  clearly  the  neceffity  of  correcting  the  abufcs 
which  prevailed  in  the  Church  of  Rome.  But  he 
was  a  man  of  a  iludious  turn  and  timid  fplrit ;  and 
however  much  his  mind  inclined  to  one  fide,  his 
dread  of  confequences  bent  him  as  much  to  the 
other,  and  kept  him  fufpended  between  the  at- 
tracting magnets.  Thus,  feared  by  both  parties, 
cordially  loved  by  neither,  fufpc6ted  by  all,  he 
obtained  not  the  favour  of  Rome,  but  was  left  to 
languiih  in  indigence  ;  and  he  (harcd  none  of  the 
glory  of  reformation,  by  meanly  fhrinking  froih 
the  crofs.  A  great  man,  a  good  man,  an  admired 
man  ;  but  not  daring  to  take  a  decided  part,  he 
remained  the  vi6lim  of  his  own  cautious  timidity. 

Luther's  tranflation  of  the  bible  had  now  circu- 
lated like  the  fun,  through  Germany,  and  caft  a 
flood  of  light  upon  the  benighted  minds  of  men. 
His  works  were  difFufed  through  Chriftenddm. 
England  and  the  Low  Countries  received  vaft  edi- 
fication from  them.  They  fanned  the  fires  which' 
had  been  there  previoufly  kindled,  though  kept 
under  by  the  ftrong  arm  of  authority  and  clerical 
tyranny.  The  Saxons,  and  many  of  their  neigh- 
bours, had  taken  the  liberty  to  reform  their  own 
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abufcs.  The  impious  niais  was  abolifhed ;  the  con- 
vents evacuated  ;  and  the  priefls  chofe  a  wife,  a 
fitter,  to  live  in  the  holy  cftate  of  marriage,  inftead 
of  unnatural  and  criminal  celibacy.  The  chief  of 
the  reformers  fet  the  example,  and  were  quickly 
followed  by  the  multitude  of  their  brethren. 

A  hoft  of  authors  now  arofe  to  overwhelm  the 
daring  reformer  with  their  arguments,  or  their  in- 
vedlives.  Among  thcfe  the  eminence  of  his  fta- 
tion  has  made  the  King  of  England  mod  remark- 
able ;  gained  by  the  flatteries  of  the  Pope  and  his 
own  clergy,  arrogant  in  his  nature,  cruel,  a  ty- 
rant, and  friend  to  tyranny  of  every  fort,  he  could 
bear  no  refinance  to.  eflabiiJhed  authority  :  withal 
a  bigotted  Catholic,  and  only  driven  by  his  impe- 
tuous and  criminal  paiJions  to  quaiTcl  with  the 
holy  fee,  when  in  com^  liance  with  the  Emperor 
it  prcfumed  to  thwart  his  violence  and  gratifica- 
tions. England  had  happily,  fince  the  days  of 
WicklifF,  poff:fled  a  precious  feed  that  was  to  the 
Lord  for  a  generation  ;  and  the  records  which  re- 
main in  the  regiftcrs  of  the  unchriftian  and  cruel 
bifliops  of  that  day,  demonftrate  the  frequent 
charges  of  hcrefy  :  the  abjuration  of  fome,  and  the 
burning  of  others,  afford  compleat  convidlion  that 
the  light  had  not  been  extin6l  in  our  Ifrael.  Ten- 
terden,  in  Kent,  is  particularly  noticed.  Even  ia 
the  days  of  Richard  the  Second,  an  a6t  of  parlia- 
ment 
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meht  fpecifics  the  numerous  fbilowfers  of  Wickliff^ 
who  preached  in  many  places,  ciurcAes,  church^- 
yards^  and  markets^  without  llc^nu  of  the  oi^dinaty. 
A  moft  heretical  deed  I  Thefc  continued  tt>  dfFord 
continual  matter  for  broiling ^  to  the  bifhops  and 
^  fpirituftl  courts :  and  though  nothing  could  ex- 
tinguiih  the  light  in  Ifrael,  the  faithful  few  werd 
driven  into  concealment  to  avoid  the  dangers 
which  threatened  them  on  dete6lion,  or  if  but 
fufpedted,  that  they  had  WicklifF's  bibLe  in  their 
houfes^  and  prcfumed  to  fearch  the  Scripture* 
daily.  Yet  multitudes  were  found  approving  that 
great  reformer ;  and  no  fooner  were  the  writings 
•f  Luther  fcnt  over,  than  they  were  read  with 
avidity  ;  and  in  London,  and  in  many  other  places, 
produced  fuch  manifefl  effe^^ts,  as  to  awiaken  the 
vigilance  and  accufations  of  the  faccfdotal  tribe, 
whofe  craft  was  in  danger ;  to  roufe  the  alarm  of 
the  fpread  of  herefy  ;  and  to  call  forth  the  moft 
vigorous  exertions  to  fupprefs  its  progrefs.  The 
haughty  Henry  VIIL  the  ambitious  Wolfcy,  and 
the  whole  bench  of  prelates,  united  in  their  de- 
termination to  confurhe  with  fire  all  opponents 
of  papal  fupremacy  :  and  the  King^  in  tbeabund* 
ance  of  his  zeal,  undertook,  himfelf,  to  write  9 
confutation  of  Luther's  **  Babylonijh  Captivity  i^ 
with  a  defence  of  the  Romilh  Church,  and  the 
Catholic  Faith.  This  royal  volume,  pfefented  with 
l^r^eat  ppmp  to  Leo,  procured  for  the  zealous  mo- 
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qarcb^  the  golden  perfumed  rofe  of  papal  benedio 
tion  1  and  the  great  and  mighty  title  of  Defender 
af  the  Faith,  in  which  Henry  peculiarly .  glQned. 
An.  J52U 

Luther,  whofe  feelings  were  as  keen  as  his  fpirit 
was  elevated,  looked  down  upon  the  puny,  popifh, 
monarchical  champion,  and  anfwered  him  with  a 
contempt  and  afperity,  which  many  condemned 
as  difrefpedlful  to  Majefty,  but  which  Luther 
vindicated.  No  refpect  of  perfons,  in  controveriy, 
was  due  to  a  king  more  than  to  another  man, 
who  dared  to  blafpheme  the  King  o{  kings,  and 
%o  tamifli  the  glory  of  bis  perfon  and  gofpel. 

An..  1522.  In  the  midft  of  this  turbid  ftate  of 
the  Church,  Leo  X.  departed  to  give  an  account 
pf  himfejf  to  a  higher  tribunal ;  and  left  his 
fucccffbr,  Adrian  VI.  to  endeavour  to  compofe  a 
conteft,  which  his  rafhnefs  and  imprudence  had 
fet  on  foot- 
Adrian  had  been  Charles's  tutor,  and  a  man  of 
lingular  probity;  He  was  favoured  by  him  in  the 
conclave,  and  raifed  to  the  fee  by  his  influence* 
He  faw  and  lamented  the  diforders  of  the  clergy. 
He  made  fome  feeble  attempts  to  reform  them. 
The  difeafe  was  too  inveterate.  Lcfs  happy,  as  he 
dpplarpd,  on  the  papal  ihrppe,  than  in  his  pro- 
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feflbr's  chair  at  Louvain,  he  bore  the  load  of  dig- 
nity with  relu6lance,  and  quickly  devolved  the 
burden  on  one  more  Tutted  to  the  politics  of  the 
tiara. 

An.  1523.  The  Diet  at  Nuremberg  was  aflem-i 
bled  in  the  abfence  of  the  Emperor,  'to  compofe 
the  difturbances  to  which  the  reformation  had 
given  occalion.  Adrian  fent  thither  his  legate  $ 
but,  on  his  demife,  Clement  VI.'  felc<5led  a  man 
more  congenial  with  liis  own  fpirit,  the  famous 
Cardinal  Campegio,  of  whom  England  has  heard 
fo  much.  He  breathed  againft  Luther  and  his 
adherents  nothing  but  threatenings  and  (laughter  i 
and  blamed  the  tardy  lenity  of  the  princes,  that 
had  negledled  to  enforce  the  decifions  of  the  Diet 
at  Worms.  They,  on  the  contrary,  prefented  a 
long  lift, of  their  grievances;  and  prohibited  all 
changes  in  ecclefiaftical  matters,  till  a  general 
council  (hoirtd^be  aiiembled  to  decide  the  points 
in  controverfy.  A  general  council  was  a  word  of 
odious  omen  in  the  ears  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  and 
equally  dreaded  as  Luther  himfclf. 

It  is  painful  amidft  the  glories  of  the  riling  re- 
formation, to  record  the  difputes  which  broke  out 

among  the  reformers  themfelves,  and 

AN.  1524.  greatly  retarded  their  progrefe.     The 

controverfy  began  between  Luther  and 
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Garlofiadtv  about  the  manner  in  which  the  body 
and  blood  of  Cbriil  were  to  be  regarded  in  the 
Eucharift.  Though  X»uther  had  reje6led  the  mori* 
firous  do<5trine  of  tranjtibftantiatlon^  he  fupported 
,  one  little  Icfs  abfurd ;  that  Chrift  was  in  the  iacra- 
saent  after  confecration,  by  a  rtal  prefence^  as  beat 
in  iron.' when  ignited.  This  has  received  the  name 
konful^tantiatim.  Carioftadt  embraced  the  fimpler 
f  nd  mbrei  fcriptuhrai  idea,  that  the  bread  and  wine 
were  anlyjfgns  and  JjmMs ;  and  in  this  be  was 
eordmlly-  fupported  by  the  able  Zliinglins.  The 
obfiinacyt  of  Luther's  cbaradler  is  indefeitiible.  He 
dbumed  the  authority  \o  di6late^  wbich.be  was 
liimfelf  io  averfe  to  allow  the  Pope.  Bitternefs  of. 
dcmtroverfy,  indeed,  ill  became  fiich  men  ;  nor 
waB  the  ftibje6l  of  difpute  worthy  fuch  a  conteft  ; 
wUch  terminated  in  a  fchifm,  unhealed  unto  this 
day.  Let  us  drop  a  tear  over  human  infirmity  : 
learn  by  experience  to  :b(fcar  and  forbear  ^  and  re- 
member alwap,  that  the  bcft  of  m^  are  bat  meq- 
at  the  bcft. 

Another  and  moft  grievous  fcourge  arofe  colla- 
terally from  the  fpreading  light  of  truth.  The 
pcafants,  grievoufly  oppreflfed  and  enflaved  with 
emancipation  from  fpiritual  bondage,  received  a 
tafte  for  civil  liberty,,  and  detedled  many  grofs 
abufes  of  the  power  of  their  tyrannical  nobles. 
And  who  can  deny  that  real  oppreffions  were  at 
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the  bottpm  of  their  jiift  complaints  ?  Two  famous^ 
or  iofamous  (hall  I  ca}l  them,  malecontents,  fefc 
themfelves  at  the  head  of  the  irritated  peaianti, 
and  for  a  long  while  wafted  the  eoipire  with  fire 
and  fword.  Munfter  and  Stork  were  Anabaptiils, 
and  fwayed  by  popular  talents  the  credulous  muU 
titude  to  follow  their  banners.  A  battle,  in  which 
they  were  defeated,  and  their  leaders  put  to  deatb^ 
{qx  a  while  appealed  the  troubles  which  they  bad 
occaiionedj  though  the  ;fe<£t  was  not  fuppre^d  bj 
the  executions  of  their  chiefs,  but  fubfifls  to  this 
day. 

Luther,  at  whofe  door  the  Catholics  laid  every 
commotion,  defended  himfelf  vidlorioufly ;  and 
addrefled  the  infurgcnts  to  recover  them  by  argn* 
ment,  in  vain.  The  fbong  arm  of  power  alone 
could  fbbdue  them.  Among  this  hod  of  peafantt 
all  were  not  fanatic,  nor  of  ill  Intentions.  Many 
were  deceived  by  thek  leaders,  and  fought  only 
exemptions  from  burthens  too  heavy  to  be  borne. 
As  far  as  religious  tenets  entered  into  their  views^ 
the  abufes  of  the  hierarchy  made  them  covet,  and 
profefs  to  fcek  a  purer  and  more  apoftolic  eftablifh- 
xpent.  But,  as  in  all  confufions  is  the  cafe,  whea 
once  the  barrier  of  authority  is  caft  down,  a  deluge 
of  unintended  evils  rufhes  in,  and  defolates  the 
foil,  which  the  reformers  purpofed  to  improve. 
Whilft  mai)  is  the  corrupted  creature  the  Scrip- 
tures 
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tures  defcribe  him,  it  is  hardly  poffiblc  but  that 
offences  (hould  come;  the  woe  remains  with 
thofe  who  give  occafion  to  them. 

An.  15^5.  Frederic,  the  Wife^  departing  dur- 
ing thefe  commotions,  left  his  brother  John,  the 
fncceflbr  to  his  dominions,  and  the  head  of  the 
Lutheran  caufe.  Frederic  had  always  a6led  with 
lingular  moderation  ;  and  though  he  protefted  the 
fervent  reformer  from  all  his  enemies,  he  did  not 
wholly  break  with  Rome.  He  hoped  by  gentle 
methods  to  obtain  relief  fix)m  all  the  miferies  com- 
plained of,  without  a  fchifm  being  made  in  the 
Church.  John  was  of  a  different  mind.  Senfible 
of  the  pride  and  unyielding  obftinacy  of  Rome  and 
her  pontifft,  he  thought,  for  the  honour  of  the 
caufe,  he  could  not  take  too  decided  a  part ;  and 
therefore,  by  his  oWn  authority,  undertook  to  re- 
gulate all  ecclefiaffical  matters  within  the  extent 
of  his  jurifdidlion.  Luthcr^and  Melanc^thon  were 
emploj'cd  to  draw  up  a  code  of  ecclefiafiical  di- 
rect} ory  for  Saxony  and  its  dependencies  ;  and  the 
churches  were  furnifhed  with  the  moft  faithful  and 
wife  paftors  that  could  b6  found,  in  the  place  of 
thofe  who  had  diflionoured  their  facred  profcflion 
by  their  immoralities,  or  continued  to  maintain 
obedience  to  a  foreign  potentate.  Many  of  the 
princes  and  free  cities  followed  the  example  of  the 
€lc6lor,  John  ;  and  thus  firft  a  complete  Lutheran 
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eftabliftitnent  was  creeled  throagh  a  confiderablc 
part  of  the  empire,  and  the  yoke  of  Rome  broken 
from  their  necks. 


But  neither  the  Pope,  the  Emperor,  nor  the 
Catholic  princes,  could  look  on  unconcerned  fpec- 
tators  of  thefe  dreaded  innovations.  Temporal  in- 
terefts,  as  well  as  religious  zeal,  roufed  them  to 
concert  the  means  of  preventing  the  fpreading 
evil.  Tbis  concert  of  the  Catholics,  and  their  de- 
ligns,  were  not  hid  from  the  Lutheran  abettors ; 
and  they  refolvcd  on  a  plan  of  union  and  felf-de- 
fence,  if  the  necelTities  of  the  times  and  the  at- 
tacks of  their  enemies  (hould  oblige  them  to  repel 
force  with  force.  Happily,  the  political  fituation 
of  Charles  the  Fifth  fufpendcd  for  a  while  the 
llorm  which  was  ready  to  burft ;  and  each  party 
refled  on  their  arms. 

An.  1526.  A  Diet  held  at  Spires,  where  Fer- 
dinand, the  brother  of  Charles,  prefided,  feparated 
with  an  agreement,  that  every  prince  (hould  order 
ecclefiaflical  matters  in  his  own  dominions,  as  he 
judged  beft ;  till  a  general  council  fliould  be  af- 
fembled,  to  decide  upon  the  controverted  fubjedis. 
Than  this  refolution,  nothing  could  be  more  fa- 
vourable to  the  caufe  of  reformation  ;  which  only 
afked  peace  and  tolerance  to  profper.  Another 
providential  circumilance  bad  happened :  the  fears 
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of  the  Pope  having  led  him  to  embraee  the  interefts 
of 'Francis  the  Firft,  after  the  battle  of  Pavitt,  and 
to  form  a  league  againft  the  preponderafing  influ-> 
cnce  of  the  Emperor  in  Italy.  On  this,  Charles 
became  cool  in  the  profecution  of  the  Proteftants ; 
befieged  and  took  the  Pope  prifoner ;  and  amidft 
thcfe  confli6ls  of  .the  fuperior  powers,  .the  poor 
Proteftants  in  Germany  had  leifare,  and  opportu-* 
nity,  to  cement  their  union,  and  to  flrengthen 
themfelves  againft  all  future  oppofition.  An.  1527. 

Bui  Charles  had  no  fooner  carried  his  defigns  in 
Italy  into  efFedt,  and  humbled  Clement  to  fubmif- 
fion,  than  he  made  a  treaty  with  the  pontiff^,  la 
which  the  deftm&ion  of  the  Proteftants  was  de-  • 
figned,  and  the  eftabliftimcnt  of  the  dominion  of 
Charles  in  Germany  a  principal  obje<?t.  To  this 
end,  a  fecond  Diet  was  convoked  at  Spires,  where 
the  Emperor  caufed  the  former  refolutions  to  be 
refcinded  by  a  majority;  though  they  had  been 
before  decreed  unanlmoujly ;  and,  till  a  general 
council  ftKHild  be  aflembled,  he  forbad  any  change 
to  be  admitted  froin  the  Romifti  eftabliftied  reli- 
gion.    An.  1529. 

The  ElcAor  of  Saxony,  the  Prince  of  Heflfe, 
and  the  other  Lutheran  fupporters,  nobles  and  ec- 
clefiaftics,  perceived  the  fnare  that  was  laid  for 
them.   If  no  alteration  was  allowed,  till  fan6lioned 
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by  a  general  council,  they  faw  the  caufe  of  Lu- 
theranifm  mud  be  defperate.  They  therefore  ca- 
tered their  ib]ej»n  proteft  againft  the  reiblution  of 
the  Diet ;  and  refolved  to  maintain  the  cliange^ 
they  had  made.  From  this  proteft,  they  have  ever 
fince,  with  all  who  rcjedled  the  papal  government, 
received  the  denomination  of  Protestajsts*  Ait. 
1529. 

The  Proteftant  princes  notified  to  the  Emperor, 
by  their  ambafladors,  the  refolutions  which  they 
had  adopted  :  but  Charles,  by  iniblently  arreiling 
thefc  reprefcntatives  of  their  fovereigns,  bid  them 
be  on  their  guard  againft  the  defigqs  formed  againft 
th<^m  ;  and  unite  for  mutual  de^nce.  But  alas ! 
the  differences  of  opinion  which  prevailed  amon|^ 
them,  prevented  their  coming  to  a  decifive  reftJa- 
tion.  And  a  conference  at  Marpurg,  to  fettle  thcfe 
differences  between  the  Proteftarit  divines,  cfpe- 
cially  on  the  article  of  the  real prejencey  produced 
no  change  in  the  fentiments  of  the  dtfputants. 
Qilcolampadius  and  Zuinglius,  oppofed  Luther  and 
Melan<ahon  :  and  whilft  the  former  refuted  all 
the  charges  laid  againft  them,  to  the  convi<Slion  of 
their  opponents,  in  the  grand  articles  of  difpute 
refpe6ting  the  Eucharift,  there  is  at  this  day  little 
doubt  on  which  fide  the  truth  was  found.  Bat 
Luther  was  a  man  not  given  to  yield.  All  that 
could  be  gained,  was^  to  bear  with  each  other  iit 
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the  points  of  difference  ;  and  to  wait  till  God,  by 
the' word  of  his  truth  and  fpirit,  fhould  give  them 
clearer  diicoveries  of  his  mind  in  the  controverted 
points. 

The  .Emperor's  approach,  for  a  moment,  turned 
all  their  thoughts  to  the  Diet  at  Augflburg,  which 
he  meant  to  attend  after  fo  long  an  abfence.  At 
an  interview  with  the  Pope  by  the  way,  he  urged 
the  necellity  of  calling  a  general  council.  But 
that  crafty  prelate  too  much  dreaded  to  commit 
his  authority  to  fuch  an  aflembly,  and  under  fuch 
an  Emperor,  Clement  urged  him  therefore  to  exe- 
cute upon  the  heretics,  deferved  vengeance,  as  be-* 
came  a  dutiful  fon  of  the  Church.  The  matter, 
however,  did  not  appear  to  Charles  fo  eafy  of  ac- 
complifhment ;  and  he  relilhcd  not  the  injuftice 
of  condemning  men  unheard  :  his  diflatisfadlion^ 
therefore,  with  the  pontilF,  was  as  great  as  Cle- 
ment's difpleafure  at  not  feeing  the  fires  for  burn- 
ing the  heretics  already  kindled. 

Meantime,  the  Elcdlor  of  Saxony,  to  prevent 
mifreprefcntations,  and  to  make  the  Emperor  per- 
fedlly  maftcr  of  the  fubje6t  in  difpute,  enjoined 
Luther,  Melandlhon,  and  other  divines,  to  draw 
up  a  clear  fumniary  of  the  Proteftant  dodtrines. 
This  produced  the  famed  Conb^ession  of  Augs- 
burg, cverfincc  appealed  to  as  the  fiandard  of  pro- 
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teftantifm.  In  awful  fufpenfe  both  parties  awaited 
the  refult  of  this  aflembly,  and  prepared  their  forces 
for  the  conteft,  whether  of  the  pen,  the  tongue,  or 
the  fword.     An.  1530. 

The  reformation  had  by  this  time  made  a  won- 
derful progrefs  on  every  fide. 

Denmark  and  Norway,  under  one  of  the  greateft 
monfters  who  ever  fwayed  a  fccptre,  had  received 
early  the  Lutheran  dodtrine.  It  happened  to  be, 
politically,  highly  defirable  to  Chriftiern  II.  among 
other  objects,  in  bis  way  to  defpotic  power,  to 
humble  the  clergy  ;  who  had  engrofled  the  wealth 
of  half  the  kingdom,  and  defired  to  ufurp  influ- 
ence over  the  whole.  To  fap  the  foundation  of 
their  power,  he  invited  Reinard,  a  convert  of 
Carloftadt,  and  afterwards  that  reformer  himfelf^ 
to  vifit  him.  Thefe  laid  the  foundations  of  the  re- 
formation in  Denmark.  Advancing  with  bafty  ftrides 
under  royal  patronage,  it  was  alike  favoured  by  his 
fucceflbr ;  and,  in  the  courfc  of  a  few  years,  the 
final  change  was  accompliftied,  and  popery,  root 
and  branch,  overturned  in  the  Diet  of  Odenfec, 
in  1539,  under  the  reign  of  Chriftiern  the  Third, 
and  the  miniftry  of  the  celebrated  Bugenhagiua, 
the  faithful  difciple  of  Luther. 

Vol.  II.  C  c  An, 
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An.  1627.  The  great  Guftavns  Vafa,  who,  from 
the  depths  of  the  mines  of  Dalecarlia,  roie  to  thb 
throne  of  Sweden  by  the  fuffrages  of  his  couotr3r- 
men,  as  the  juft  reward  of  his  patriotifm  :  not  only 
refcued  their  bodies  from  the  tyrannical  yoke  of 
Chriflierh,  but  their  fouls  from  the  more  dreadful 
bondage  of  popery.  During  his  conflicts  with  the 
Danes  for  liberty,  two  noble  champions,  Olaus 
Petri,  and  his  brother,  had  fet  up  the  ftandard  of 
truth  in  Sweden,  and  all  men  flocked  to  it.  The 
Grerman  auxiliaries  who  came  to  his  help»  brought 
tlfo  the  Lutheran  faith,  and  bibles  with  them.  And 
as  the  bittcrcft  enemies  of  their  country,  and  the 
partifans  of  Denmark  and  Rome  were  found  in  the 
prelatical  order,  who  poflefled  the  chief  ftrength, 
wealth,  and  {)ower  in  the  kingdom,  after  the  roaf- 
facre  of  Stockholm,  it  became  abfolutcly  neceflary 
to  humble  their  infolence,  and  clip  the  wings  of 
their  ambition,  before  the  liberties  of  Sweden  could 
be  fixed  on  a  durable  bafis.  Vafa,  whofe  intereft 
cxa<9Iy  coincided  with  his  inclinations,  encouraged 
with  all  his  weight  of  influence  and  authority, 
thefe  zealous  reformers  :  and,  on  the  fcttlement 
of  the  kingdom,  the  fabric  of  popery  was  utterly 
demoliflied,  and  a  purer  evangelical  eftabliftiment 
fixed,  through  the  labours  of  Olaus  and  bis  coU 
leagues. 

Yet, 


h. 
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Yet,  in  Sweden  atid  Norway,  they  followed  a 
knodel  different  in  government  from  the  Germanic 
churches,  and  preferved  the  order  of  bifhops  and 
orchbiihops  ;  though  their  enormous  revenues  were 
abridged,  and  all  their  fortified  caftles  and^  civil 
power  devolved  to  the  crown,  the  proper  poflcflbr 
of  them.  In  Denmark,  the  very  name  of  bilhop  ^ 
fell  with  their  fees,  and /uperin^endants^  with  epif- 
copal  privileges,  prefided  in  their  ecclefiaftical  coun- 
cils. That  thefc  changes  met  with  violent  oppofi* 
tion,  may  be  fuppofed.  Men  who  had  to  defend 
Iheir  dignities,  their  wealth,  beiidcs  the  prejudices 
of  education,  did  not  eafily  yield  ;  and  often  ex- 
pofcd  themfelves  to  violence  and  oppreilion.  Great 
alterations  are  feldom  or  ever  brought  about  with* 
out  very  blamcable  a6Vs  of  authority  in  the  ruling 
party.  Let  no  man  vindicate  abufes  in  the  caufe 
of  protcftantifm,  whilfl  he  pleads  againft  them  iu 
the  hand  of  popery* 

An.  1539.  The  great  mafter  of  the  Teutonic 
order,  the  anceftor  of  the  prefent  kings  of  Pruffia, 
following  the  example  of  Luther  and  the  reformers, 
took  to  himfelf  a  wife,  and  fet  up  the  Lutheran 
profeffion  through  Pruflia,  Magdeburg,  and  the 
dominions  which  he  podcfled  in  the  North. 

Nor  could  France  avoid  the  infection.  Even  at 
court,  many  of  the  nobility  efpoufed  the  new  doc- 

C  c  2  trines^ 
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trincs,  and  a  vaft  multitude  embraced  the  Protein 
tant  faith,  notwithilanding  the  bitter  enmity  which 
Francis  I.  is  faid  to  have  exprefled  againft  it,  and 
which  always  rankled  in  his  heart.  His  political 
interefts  coropeTling  him  to  unite  fometimes  with 
the  proteftant  princes  iti  Germany,  they  engaged 
him  to  a  momentary  rclu<Slant  toleration  of  their 
brethren  in  France.  But  his  conne6Hons  with  the 
Pope,  and  his  own  inclinations,  oftener  led  him  to 
indulge  his  bigotry,  in  committing  the  Proteftants 
to  the  flames,  and  fuppreffing  the  profeflion  of  th6 
gofpel,  by  the  mod  atrocions  a<5bs  of  cruelty  and 
oppreflion.  It  was  to  efcape  the  fword  of  this  per- 
fccutor,  that  the  famed  Calvin,  a  name,  never  to 
be  mentioned  by  a  Proteftant  but  with  reverence, 
fled  to  Balil,  where  he  publifhed  that  noble  de- 
fence of  thd"  evangelical  dodlrine,  in  a  trcatife, 
trailed  Chriftian  Infiitutrs^  dedicated  to  his  pcrfc- 
cutor,  and  admired  for  its  latinity,  as  well  as 
force  of  argument. 

Calvin  was  a  native  of  Piccardy  ;  he  was  intended 
for  the  church  ;  but,  in  compliance  with  his  fa- 
ther's wifhcs,  applied  hiinfelf  to  the  law.  The 
reigning  controverfies  early  engaged  his  attention, 
lie  read  the  Scriptures  with  the  greatefl:  folcmnity 
and  diligence,  and  no  fooner  examined,  than  he 
embraced  the  doctrines  of  truth  ;  which  he  adorn- 
ed by  a  converlation  the  mod  exemplary,  and  pro- 
moted 
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moted  with  an  eloquence  that  charmed  the  cai( 
whilft  it  carried  coovidlion  to  the  heart.  Through 
bis  labours,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Beza  and  others, 
famous  in  their  day,  men  of  renown,  the  caufe. 
daily  triumphed  in  Geneva  and  through  Switzcr-. 
land ;  and  threatened  the  downfall  of  the  anti-> 
chriftian  power  in  the  South,  as  it  had  already  fallen 
in  the  North.  Nor  could  any  thing  have  prevented 
a  complete  revolution^  but  the  united  force  of  re- 
gal and  papal  powers,  fuppreffing,  by  every  atro- 
city, the  fpirit  of  enquiry  ;  and  executing,  on  the 
more  zealous  profcflors,  every  torment  diabolical 
cruelty  could  invent.     Without  this,  the  reign  of 
popery  had  then  fallen,  and  not  awaited  its  over* 
throw  to  the  prefent  day. 

Spain,  the  moft  ignorant,  bigotted,  and  fervile 
to  the  Roman  fee,  was  penetrated  by  the  light  of 
truth,  in  fpite  of  all  the  fires  of  inqiiifitors,  and 
their  watchfulnefs  to  fupprcfs  the  firft  appro^chxis 
of  what  Rome  called  hcrefy.  It  even  palled  the 
mountains,  and  fpread  into  many  parts  of  Italy, 
the  very  feat  of  the  beast. 

In  Switzerland,  it  triumphed  in  many  can- 
tons. It  entered  Hungary,  Tranfylvania,  Poland  ; 
and  every  where  produced  a  plenteous  harveft, 
amidft  the  bittereft  perfecutions  from  the  ruling 
powers,  and  the  bloody  bifhops,  wbofe  ecclefiaf-^ 

C  c  3  tical 
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ttcal  courts  were  crowded  with  profecutions,  and  • 
their  prifons  filled  with  confcflbrs.  The  enemies 
of  truth  and  godlinefs  pretended  not  to  confine 
themfelvcs  to  the  Bible,  or  arguments  which  they 
found  to  be  impotent ;  but  every  where  had  re- 
eourfe  to  torments,  racks,  and  gibbets ;  the  only 
cfFei^ual  (yllogifms  with  which  they  could  anfwer 
the  reformers,  and  check  the  courfe  of  what  they 
called  herefy.  The  Church  of  Rome  tottered  from^ 
its  foundation.  Nothing  but  the  ftrong  arm  ,of 
power,  and  the  intereft  which  the  rich  and  proud 
had  in  maintaining  its  ufurpatipns,  propped  up  the 
trembling  fabric  for  a  while  longer ;  till  the  ap- 
pointed timeihould  arrive  for  its  final  overthrow. 
For  a  fpace,  the  deadly  wound  was  healed  by  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  under  the  papal  hierarchy,  giv- 
ing their  power  to  the  bcaft,  and  fupprefling  by 
the  violence  of  perfecution,  the  rifing  flame  of  re- 
formation :  but  the  day  we  hope  is  approaching 
for  its  fall,  never  to  rife  up  again. 
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CHAP.  II. 

ON  THE  DOCTRINES  OP  THE  REFORMATION,  AND 
THE  UNION  OP  SENTIMENT  AMONG  THE  RE* 
PORMERS.  I 

IT  has  been  often  fuppofed  and  fuggefted,  that 
the  reformers  themfclves  were  at  variance  on 
the  mod  important  dodlrincs  of  the  gofpel ;  and, 
that  Luther  and  Calvin  dlfFertd  greatly  in  the  fun- 
damental articles  of  their  creed  :  whereas  except  in 
the  matter  of  Chrift's  prefence  in  the  Eucharift, 
all  the  eminent  men  among  the  reformers  of  that 
day,  concurred  in  the  fame  fundamental  truths  :— 

1 .  Of  God's  eternal  purpofe  and  predejilnation  of 
an  eJedJ  people^  and  tbofe,  comparatively  few,  or- 
dained to  life  and  glory  eternal. 

2.  That  man  had  loft  all  ahiliiy  to  do  good^  and 
freedom  of  will  to  choofe  it :  and  was  in  his  nature, 
as  fallen,  only  inclined  to  evil. 

3.  That  nothing  ever  did  or  can  alter  this  pro* 
penfity  of  the  human  heart,  but  the  Holy  Ghoft  by 
his  own  immediate  agency  upon  the  fouls  of  men. 

C  c  4  4.  That 
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4.  That  a  finner  is,  and  can  be  ji^ified  by  faith 
only ;  and  this  not  of  himfelf ;  being  unable,  either 
to  comprehend,  or  receive  the  things  that  be  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  therefore,  the  faith  itfelf 
mufl  be  the  gift  of  God. 

5.  That  merit  in  creature  there  is  none,  nor 
ever  can  be.  From  firft  to  laft  a  finner  muft  be 
favcd  by  grace. 

6.  That  the  vicarious  atonement  by  the  one  ob- 
lation of  Chrift  upon  the  crofs  is  efFeclual,  not  for 
the  many  called,  but  for  the  few  chofen. 

Thcfe  things  are  what  the  reformers  uniformly 
held  ;  as  is  evident  in  the  conferences  at  Marpurg, 
between  Luther  and  Zuinglius,  Mclandlhon  and 
tEcolampadius.  And  nothing  in  the  inftitutcs 
of  Calvin  fpeaks  a  fironger  language,  than  the 
anfwer  of  Luther  to  Erafmns,  entitled  Ds  Servo 
Arbitrio.  I  fliall  produce  only  one  paragraph 
from  it,  demonQrative  of  the  onefnth^  univerf'ally 
confefled  in  all  the  firft  Proteflant  churches.  It 
is  among  our  decpcft  mifcries,  and  the  proof  of  our 
fad  declenfions,  that  we,  of  latter  times,  have  de- 
parted from  "  the  faith  once  delivered  unto  the 
'^  faints ;"  revived  in  that  day  in  all  its  primitive 
glory  :  and  thanks  be  to  God,  after  long  obfcurity, 
again  rifing  in  its  brightnefs  in  the  prcfcnt  genera- 
tion, 
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tion.  May  its  great  Revealer  manifeft  hia  own  al- 
mighty  influence^  and  caufe  the  word  of  truth  to 
run  and  have  free  courfe^  and  be  glorified  through- 
out  the  world* 

Erafmus  had  attacked  Luther  on  the  dodlrines 
of  predefii nation  and  grace  ;  and  according  to  the 
prefent  cant  of  objc<3or3,  he  urged,  "  What  can 
"  be  more  ufelefs,  than  to  publifh  this  paradox  to 
"  the  world  ?  namely.  That  whatever  we  do,  is 
done,  not  by  virtue  of  our  own  free  wiij,  but  in 
a  way  of  necej/ity,  &c.  What  a  wide  gap  does 
the  publication  of  this  tenet  open  among  men, 
for  the  commiffion  of  all  ungodlinefs  ?  What 
wicked  perfon  will  reform  his  life  ?  Who  will 
*^  dare  to  believe  himfelf  a  favoyrite  of  heaven  ? 
^^  Who  will  fight  againft  his  own  corrupt  inclina- 
"  tions  ?  Therefore,  where  is  either  the  need,  or 
the  utjlity  of  fpreading  thefe  notions  from  whence 
fo  many  evils  fecm  to  flow  ?" 


To  this  Luther  triumphantly  replies,  ^^  If,  my 
"  Erafmus,  you  confider  thefe  paradoxes  (as  you 
*^  term  them)  to  be  no  more  than  the  inventions  of 
*^  men  ;  why  are  you  fo  extraordinarily  heated  on 
^^  the  occafion  ?  In  that  cafe,  your  arguments  afTedb 
**  not  me  ;  for  there  is  no  perfon  now  living  in  tipfe 
^'  world^  who  is  a  more  avowed  enemy  to  the  doc« 

"  trines 
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^  triiKttP  air  xnoo  than  myftlf.  But,  if  you  beKeve 
^  tbo  4o<ftiiiic09  in  debate  between  U85  to  be  (as 
^^  indeed  they  arc)  the  do<ftrinesof  God;  you  muft 
**  have  bid  adieu  to  all  fenfe  of  (hame  and  decency^ 
thus  to  oppofe  them.  I  will  not  afk,  whither  is 
the  mf>defty  of  £raiVnus  fled  ?  But,  which  is  much 
more  important,  where  alas !  are  your  fear  and 
^  reverence  of  the  Deity,  when  you  roundly  de- 
^*  clare,  that  this  branch  of  truth,  which  he  has  ra- 
il^ vealed  from  heaven,  is  at  heft  ujtlefs^  and  un- 
ncceflary  to  be  known  ?  What !  (hall  the  glori- 
ous Creator  be  taught  by  you  his  creature,  what 
?*  is  fit  to  be  preached,  and  what  to  be  fupprefled  ? 
**  Is  the  adorable  God  fo  very  defedlive  in  wifdom 
f'  and  prudence,  as  not  to  know,  till  you  inilrudl 
'f  him,^what  would  be  f^^<//and  what  pernicious  ? 
"  Or  could  not  /fe,  whofc  underftanding  is  infinite, 
**  forefee,  previous  to  his  revelation  of  this  dodlrinc, 
^  what  would  be  the  confequences  of  his  revealing 
**  it,  till  thofe  confequences  were  pointed  out  by 
you  ?  You*  cannot,  you  dare  not  fay  this.  If 
thpn  it  was  the  divine  pleafure  to  make  known 
"  thefe  things  in  his  word  ;  and  to  bid  his  mcf- 
"  fengers  publiih  them  abroad,  and  to  leave  the 
•*  confequences  of  their  fb  doing  to  the  wifdom  and 
"  providence  of  him  in  whofe  name  they  fpeak, 
•*  and  whofe  meflage  they  declare ;  who  art  thou, 
•*  O  Erafmus,  that  thou  (houldell  reply  againft 

"  God, 
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Grod,  and  fay  to  the  Almighty,  what  doeftthouf 
St.  Paul,  difcourfing  of  God,  declareth  peremp* 
ttorily,  whom  he  will  he  hardenefh :  and  again, 
God  willing  to  Jkew  his  iwathy  &c.  And  tbc 
"  Apoftle  did  not  write  this  to  have  it  ilifled  among 
"  a  few  perfons,  and  buried  in  a  comer ;  but  wrote 
"  it  to  the  Chriftians  at  Rome :  which  was,  in 
"  cfFcft,  bringing  this  do<Slrine  upon  the  ftage  of 
*'  the  whole  world ;  ftamping  an  univerfal  im^ri^ 
*'  matur  upon  it ;  and  publifting  it  to  believens  at 
large,  thmughout  the  earth.  What  can  found 
harflier  in  the  uncircumcifed  cars  of  carnal  men* 
"  than  thofe  words  of  Chrift,  many  are  called^  hut 
\^  few  are  chofen?  and  elfewherc,  I  know  whom  I 
"  have  chofen.  Now  thefc  and  fimilar  aflertions  of 
"  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles  are  the  very  pofition$ 
f^  which  you,  O  Erafmus,  brand  as  ufelefs  and  hurt* 
"  fill.  You  objedl,  if  thcfe  things  are  fo,  who  will 
f*  amend  his  life  ?  I  anfwer,  without  the  Holy 
"  Ghoft  no  man  can  amend  his  life  to  purpofc.  Re^ 
"  formation  is  but  varnifhed  hypocrify,  unlefs  it 
"  proceed  from  grace.  The  clcdl  and  truly  pious 
are  amended  by  the  Spirit  of  God  :  and  thofe  of 
mankind,  who  are  not  amended  by  him^  will 
^^  pcrifh.  You  alk  moreover,  who  will  dare  to  bc^ 
*•  licvc  himfelf  a  favourite  of  heaven  ?  I  anfwer,  it 
♦*  is  not  in  a  man's  own  power  to  believe  himfelf 
"  fuch,  upon  juft  grounds,  till  he  is  enabled  from 

"  above^ 
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•*  above*  Bnt  the  eledl  (hall  be  fo  enabled :  they 
^  (hall  be  enabled  to  believe  themfelves  to  be  what 
**  indeed  they  arc.  As  for  the  reft,  who  are  not 
endued  with  faith,  they  (hall  perifli ;  raging  and 
blafpheming,  as  you  do  now.  But,  fajf  you, 
**  thefe  dodlrines  open  a  door  to  ungodlinefs  ?  J 
**  anfwQr,  whatever  door  they  may  open  to  the  im- 
"  pious  and  profane,  yet  they  open  a  door  of  righte- 
"  oufncfs  to  the  elecft  and  holy,  and  (hew  them  the 
**  way  to  heaven,  and  the  path  of  accefs  unto  God. 
Yet  you  would  have  us  abftain  from  the  mention 
of  thefe  grand  do6lrincs,  and  leave  our  people  in 
"  the  dark,  as  to  their  eledlion  of  CJod.  The  con- 
**  fequence  of  which  would  be,  that  every  man 
^*  would  bolfter  himfelf  up  with  a  dclulive  hope  of 
*^  a  (hare  in  that  falvation,  which  is  fuppofed  to  lie 
**  open  to  all ;  and  thus  genuine  humility,  and  the 
^'  practical  fear  of  God,  would  be  kicked  out  of 
"  doors.  This  would  be  a  pretty  way  indeed  of 
flopping  up  the  gap  Erafmus  complains  ofl 
Inftead  of  clofing  up  the  door  of  licentioufneis, 
as  isfalfely  pretended  ;  it  would  Ue  in  fadl  open- 
ing a  gulph  into  the  ncthermoft  hell.  Still  you 
urge,  where  is  either  the  neceflity  or  utility  of 
"  preaching  predeftination  ?  Go4  himfelf  teaches  it, 
"  and  commands  us  to  teach  it :  aqd  that  is  anfwcr 
*^  enough.  We  are  not  to  arraign  the  Deity,  and 
"  bring  the  motives  of  his  will  to  the  tcft  of  humai^ 

"  fcrutiny^ 
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**  fcrutiny,  but  limply  to  revere  both  him  and  it. 
He,  who  alone  is  all-wiie  and  all-juft,  can  in 
reality  (however  things  appear  to  us)  do  wrong 
"  to  no  man ;  neither  can  he  do  any  thing  unwife- 
"  ly  or  rafhly.  And  this  coniideration  will  fuffice 
*^  to  filence  all  the  objedlions  of  truly  religious  per- 
"  fons.  However,  let  us  for  argument's  fake,  go  a 
ftep  farther.  I  will  venture  to  affign  over  and 
above  two  very  important  reafons  why  thefc  doc- 
trines (hould  be  publicly  taught :  ift.  For  the 
"  humiliation  of  our  pride,  and  the  manifeftation 
of  divine  grace.  God  hath  afluredly  promifed 
bis  favours  to  the  truly  humble.  By  the  truly 
^^  humhlcy  I  mean  thofe  who  are  endued  with  re- 
pentance and  defpair  of  faving  themfelves  :  for  a 
man  can  never  be  faid  to  be  truly  penitent  and 
•^  humble,  till  he  is  made  to  know  that  his  falvation 
*^  is  not  fufpended  in  any  meafure  whatever,  on  his 
*^  own  ftrength,  machinations,  endeavours,  free- 
*'  will,  or  works  :  but  entirely  depends  on  the  frce- 
*^  pleafare,  purpofe,  determination,  and  efficiency  of 
^*  another,  even  of  God  alone.  Whilfl  a  man  is 
^^  perfuaded  that  he  has  it  in  his  own  power  to  con- 
^^  tribute  any  thing,  be  it  ever  fo  little,  to  his  own 
^*  falvation  ;  he  remains  in  carnal  confidence  :  he 
"  is  not  a  felf-defpaircr,  and  therefore  he  is  not 
'^  duly  humbled  before  God  ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  he 
*^  hopes  fomc  favourable  jun6lurc  or  opportunity 
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*^  will  offer,  when  he  may  be  able  to  lend  an  helpi 
'*  ing  hand  to  the  buiinefs  of  bis  (alvation.    Od 
V  the  contrary,  whoever  is  truly  convinced  that  the 
'^  whole  work  depends  fingly  and  abfolutely  on  the 
''  will  of  God,  who  alone  is  the  author  and  finilheir 
^'  of  ialvation,  fuch  a  perfon  defpairs  of  felf-ai&ft- 
'^  ance :  he  renounces  his  own  will  and  his  owii 
*^  ftrength  :  he  waits  and  prays  for  the  operation  of 
'*  God  :  nor  waits  and  prays  in  vain.  For  the  elc6i's 
'^  feke  therefore  thefe  dodirines  are  to  be  preached  : 
*^  That  the  chofen  of  God  being  humbled  by  the 
^^  knowledge  of  his  truths ;  felf-emptied  land  funk 
^*  into  nothing  as  it  were  in  his  prefence,  may  be 
*^  fatred  in  Chrift,  with  eternal  glory.     This  then 
**  is  one  inducement  to  the  publication  of  the  doc* 
**  trine  ;  that  the  penitent  may  be  made  acquainted 
**  with  the  promife  of  grace,  and  plead  it  in  prayer 
"  to  God,  and  receive  it  as  their  own.  2d.  The  na- 
"  ture  of  the  Chridian  faith  requires  it.     Faith  had 
^*  to  do  with  things  not  feen.     And  this  is  one  of 
'^  the  higheft  degree^  of  failh,  fledfaftly  to  believe 
**  that  God  is  infinitely  merciful,   though  he  faves 
**  (comparatively)  but  few,  and  condemns  fo  many; 
**  and  that  he  is  ftridly  juft,  though  of  his  own  will 
*'  he  makes  fuch  numbers  of  mankind  necellarily 
^*  liable  to  damnation*    Now,  thefe  are  foine  of  the 
**  iinfeen   things   whereof  faith    is  the   evidence. 
^  Whereas,  was  it  in  my  power  to  comprehend 
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"  them,  or  clearly  to  make  out  fiow  God  is  both 
'^  inviolably  jud,  €ind  infiniteiy  m^rcifui^  notwith* 
*^  flanding  the  difplay  of  wrath,  and  Teeming  inc* 
^^  quality  in  bis  dirpenfations,  re^^liog  the  repra« 
^'  bate,  faith  would  have  little  or  nothing  to  do« 
^^  But  now  fince  tbcfc  nitatters  canoot  beadequate- 
"  ly  comprehended  by  w,  in  the  prefcnt  (lata  of 
"  imjicrfeclion,  thqre  is  room  f6r  the  exercifc  of 
"  failh.  The  truths,  therefore,  refpeding  predefti-^ 
<^  nation  in  all  its  branches  fhould  be  taught  and 
"  publifhed.  They,  no  Icfs  than  the  other  myfteries 

of  Chriflian   dodlrine,   being  proper  objedls  of 

faith,  on  the  part  of  God's  people," 
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As  I  have  been  charmed  myfelf  with  the  plainnefs 
and  fimplicity  of  this  teftimony  of  Luther,  I  have 
produced  it,  as  the  mod  conclufive  proof  of  the  fen* 
timents  of  this  great  reformer.  I  wifli  it  fcrioufly  to 
be  confidered  ;  and  I  appeal  to  every  man  of  com- 
mon fenfc,  whether  any  thing  can  be  more  explicit, 
or  words  lefs  equivocal.  Indeed  I  am  ever  amazed, 
that  any  man  of  learning,  not  to  fay  common  fenfe, 
can,  after  fuch  plain  declarations,  difpute  what  was 
the  opinion  of  the  reformers  in  the  Augfburg  Con- 
feffion,  the  Helvetic,  or  the  Englifti.  That  perfons 
may  difpute  the  truths  which  thefe  contain  may 
be  allowed,  and  welcome.  No  man  is  conftrained 
to  believe*  any  human  articles  of  faith  ;  but  to  dif- 
pute the  meaning  of  the  reformers  in  thefe  articles 

19 


406  IMI'ARTTAL  RTSTOttT  OP  [PcT.  3* 

IS  utterly  difingcnuous,  and  unbecoming  literary 
men,  who  have  read  the  hiftory  of  the  times,  or  the 
works  of  the  reformers.  I  will  readily  admit,  that 
the  dodh-incs  of  the  reformation  have  very  much 
gone  out  of  vogue,  in  all  the  proteftant  churches 
as  well  as  our  own  ;  but  that  does  not  at  all  alter 
the  cafe,  or  give  us  a  liberty  to  put  a  meaning 
upon  their  articles  of  faith,  the  very  reverfe  of 
what  they  intended  to  convey.  But,  fwrdo  narras 
fabviam. 


CHAP 
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CHAP.  in. 

FROM  THE  DIET  OF  AUGSBURG  TO  THE  RELIGIOUS 

PEACE  m  THE  SAME  CITY. 

AN.  TN  awful  fufpenfc,  the  contending  parties 
1530  JL  awaited  the  iflue  of  the  diet  at  Auglburg, 
but  very  differently  were  they  afFe6lcd.  A  flight 
Iketch  of  their  fituation  may  be  amuiing  as  in- 
ftrudlive. 

Clement,  the  Pope,  dreaded  a  general  council, 
to  defeat  which  all  his  arts  were  to  be  employed. 
He  wifhed  not  to  compromifc  the  dignity  o(  his  fee, 
which  having  fet  itfelf  above  all  controul,  would 
not  Hoop  to  be  limited  by  any  fuperiority,  which 
thefc  aflemblies  claimed,  and  of  which  the  councils 
of  Conftance  and  Bafil  had  given  him  fearful 
examples ;  but  be  had  a  feniibility  peculiarly  his 
own,  as  he  was  a  baflard,  and  might  therefore  juftly 
be  impeached  and  degraded,  as  an  intruder  into 
the  vicegerency  of  Chrift,  according  to  the  canons* 

The  Emperor  wilbed  a  general  council,  the 
deliberations  of  which  he  hoped  to  controul ;  but 
he  had  alfo  a  variety  of  particular  views.  He  wanted 
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the  afliftance  of  the  Protcftant  as  well  as  Catholic 
eledlors,  to  defend  the  empire,  and  particularly  his 
hereditary  dominions,  which  were  nioft  expofed, 
againft  the  vidlorious  Ottomans,  who  had  lately 
befieged  his  capital  of  Vienna,  and  though  de- 
feated, he  dreaded  their  return..  But  he  had  an 
objeft  flill  more  at  heart,  to  eflabliOi  in  Ger- 
many  his  power,  as  defpotically,  as  in  his  here- 
ditary dominions;  and  to  fubdue  both  Catholics 
and  Proteltanls  to  himlblf,  which  could  only  be 
donb  by  deceiving  both,  and  making  one  the  in- 
flrument  of  weakening  the  other. 

The  Catholic  Prin'ces  abhorred  the  reforma- 
tion, and  zealoufly  attached  to  the  fu perditions  of 
Rome,  wi filed  to  prevent  all  admiffion  of  the  Lu- 
theran tenets  into  their  territories,  and  to  reduce 
the  Lutheran  princes  by  force  of  arms,  under  the 
Roman  yoke  which  they  had  broken. 

The  Protestants,  not  well  united  among  them- 
felves,  faw  all  their  danger,  and  endeavoured  to 
avert  the  ftorm  which  they  perceived  gathering 
around  them.  They  rcfolved  to  maintain  the  ftcps 
they  had  taken  ;  and  to  advance  the  work  of  re- 
formation which  they  had  begun.  But  thc*y  v/cre 
in  Germany  as  yet,  the  weaker  party  ;  and  in  great 
danger  of  being  crulhed  by  the  weight  of  the  Em- 
peror and  the   Catholic   princes.     Their  interefl: 
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therefore  was  evidently  to  gain  time  ;  and  by  re- 
ference of  the  matters  in  difpute  to  a  general  coun- 
cil, not  likely  to  be  held  in  the  prefent  ftatc^f  the 
contending  parties,  to  gather  ftrength  for  the  con- 
flifls  which  threatened  them. 

With  thefe  feveral  views  they  all  aflembled  at 
Auglburg ;  and  the  Emperor  opened  the  diet,  whca 
the  Augfburg  Confeffion  was  read  by  Bay^r  to  thje.: 
Emperor  and  Princes,  and  heard  with  profound  at* 
tention.  A  fimilar  profeffion  of  faith  was  received 
4rom  the  cities  of  Strafburg,  Conftance,  Mcningen, 
and  Lindau,  drawn  up  by  Bucer ;  a  noble  defence ' 
of  the  Proteftant  dodlrines. 

The  Catholics,  with  the  envenomed  Eckius  at 
thieir  head,  affifted  by  Faber  and  Cochlaeus,  pro- 
duced a  refutation  of  the  Proteftant  Confelfion : 
arid  the  Emperor  and  Catholic  Princes,  with  the 
Pope^s  legate,  demanded  the  fubmiflion  of  the  Pro- 
teftants  to  their  doughty  champions'  arguments. 
But  as  thefe  carried  not  the  leaft  convi6lion  to 
their  antagonifts,  they  requefted  a  copy  of  this  pre- 
tended refutation,  that  they  might  anfvver  it.  This 
was  denied  ;  their  obedience  to  Rome  was  peremp- 
torily enjoined ;  and  filence  impofcd  on  them  for 
the  future.  Such  proceedings  neceflarily  increafed 
their  oppofition.  They  prefcnted  to  Charles  a  re- 
ply to  Eckius  and  his  colleagues,  which  he  objefl:- 
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ed  to  receive.  The  Proteftants  had  therefivc  ooly 
to  defend  themielves  by  force^  or  fubmit  to  the  op* 
predion. 

When  Charles  found  them  refolute^  be  hefitated 
to  drive  matters  to  extremities:  and  an  attempt 
vras  made  by  conferences  between  the  opponents, 
to  fee  if  no  temperament  conciliatory  could  be 
ibund.  Melandboo^  too  conceding,  would  have 
^ne  great  lengths  to  prevent  a  rupture,  but  dared 
not  yield  the  great  truths  of  God ;  whtlft  the  Fkpiito 
urged  their  party  to  infift  on  terms  impoffible  to 
be  complied  with.  Thefe  were  accordingly  rejeA- 
ed«  The  Hefiian  and  Saxon  Princes  withdrew. 
The  Emperor  dictated  the  dedree,  fupprefling  the 
changes  which  had  been  made  in  religion ;  and 
commanded  all  men  to  return  to  the  papal  obedi* 
cnce,  at  the  peril  of  his  imperial  wrath  :  in  the  exe- 
cution of  which,  the  Catholic  Princes  and  their 
party  engaged  to  fupport  the  Emperor  with  all 
their  forces. 

An-.  1531.  The  Proteftant  Princes  now  ttood 
upon  their  defence,  and  feeing  remonftrance  in 
vain,  met  at  Smalkald,  and  formed  a  folemn  league 
for  the  fupport  of  their  liberties,  in  which  they 
eameftly  invited  all  thofe  to  unite,  who  had  caft 
off  the  tyranny  of  Rome,  and  wiftied  to  prefervc 
their  brethren  from  being  compelled  to  return  to 
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tbe  boufe  of  their  priibn.  Lutber  was  averfe  to 
the  way  of  arms ;  but  the  ncceffity  of  the  cafe  com- 
pelled his  confent ;  though  the  bigotry  of  his  fpirit 
excluded  Switzerland  and  the  cities,  which  had  pre- 
fented  their  cgnfeflion  of  faith  by  Bucer,  from  the 
league. 

The  eledors  of  the  Palatinate  and  Mentz^ 
dreaded  the  approaching  rupture,  which  now  feem- 
ed  inevitable  in  the  Germanic  body ;  and  endea- 
voured to  reconcile  the  parties,  or  at  lead  to  fuC- 
pend  the  fatal  blow.  And  fuch  was  the  £mperor*8 
fituation,  that  he  was  compelled  to  lend  a  reludlant 
car  to  the  propofal  of  withdrawing  his  decrees. 
The  Turks  threatened  Germany,  and  the  /Protef- 
tants  rcfufed  all  aflidance,  till  the  edicts  of  Worms 
and  Augfburg  were  recalled.  Nor  would  they  ratify 
the  fucccflion  of  his  brother  Ferdinand  to  the  im- 
perial throne,  notwithilanding  his  majority  of  votes, 
but  on  this  condition.  Neceility  bends  the  mod 
obftinatc  politician.  Charles,  to  carry  thefe  two 
points,  was  obliged  to  yield,  and  leave  the  Lu- 
therans to  themfelves,  till  the  promifed  council 
iliculd  aflemble  to  fettle  the  differences  in  re- 
ligion.    An.  1532. 

I 

The  great  fiipport  of  the  Proteftant  caufe,  the 
faithful  Saxon,  foon  after  departed,  and  left  his 
djcloFatc  to  his  fon  and  fucceflbr  John  Frederic, 
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equally  zcaloUvS  with  his  father,  but  born  for  ad- 
verfity.  The  peace  obtained  was  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  caufe  of  Lutheranifm,  which  many 
ftatcs  now  openly  avowed,  who  had  been  before  re- 
flraincd  by  apprchcrifions  of  the  imperial  decrees. 
And  Clement,  though  urged  by  the  Emperor,  (till 
tem})orifing,  contrived  to  iiavc  oft"  by  evafions,  the 
aflc'.nbli ng  a  general  council,  which  he  fo  much 
dreaded  ;  and  died  before  any  place  could  be  fixed 
upon  agreeable  to  the  fcveral  parties.     An.  1534. 

During  this  interval  of  fufpcnfe,. events  had  hap- 
pened of  the  moft  im|X)rtant  kind. 

Henry  the  Eighth,  after  a  long  folicitation  at 
Rome  for  a  fentencc  of  divorce  from  his  Queen 
Catherine,  in  onier  to  n"jarry  Anna  Bulleyn,  wearied 
with  the  tricks  of  the  legate  Campegio,  and  the 
dnnlirity  of  the  Pope,  to  llie  great  joy  of  tlie  Pro- 
tefiants,  tlirew  olF  the  papal  authority  altogether. 
The  Pope  had  U;lemnly  promifed  the  KiniL^  of 
France,  that  if  Henry  would  fend  his  fubmillions 
to  the  holy  fee,  he  would  fanclion  the  divorce ; 
efpceialiy  as  all  the  univciiitics  had  concurred  in 
tliclr  fuirniLre  of  the  uiilnwfulnefs  of  the  Kiuir's 
mj-ii-.y^c  wilh  Lis  l.TOtlier's  widow.  But  as  (lie  was 
the  nciw  relation  of  the  E!iM:cror,  and  her  caufe 
warmly  cfj^oufed  by  him,  the  Pope,  who  dreaded 
the  Emperor's  rcfentmcnt,  and  had  promifed  him 
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to  fupport  the  Queen,  was  in  the  mod  unhappy 
dilemma.  Clement  cared  neither  about  the  law- 
fulnefs  or  unlawfuhiefs  of  the  marriage,  and  had  as 
little  thought  about  religion  in  the  matter,  as  the 
King,  of  confcicnce,  notwithftanding  all  his  pre- 
tended Icruples.  Impatient  at  the  delays,  and  irri- 
tated with  the  repeated  deceptions  pra(5ilifed  upon 
him  by  the  legates,  fent  to  protradl  the  affair, 
Henry  threatened  to  withdraw  himfelf  and  king- 
dom totally  from  the  papal  jurifdi(5tion.  Clement. 
would  fain  have  ftill  temporifed,  and  kept  the  mat- 
ter in  abeyance :  but  pufhed  hard  by  the  impc- 
rialifts,  he  pronounced  the  fatal  fentcnce  of  the 
validity  of  the  marriage,  with  the  dire  threats  of 
anathemas,  if  the  King  was  refractory.  Two  days 
after,  the  King's  fubmiffion,  which  Clement  had  re- 
quired, reached  Rome.  It  had  happily  arrived  too 
late.  The  Pope  dared  not  retract,  for  fear  of  the 
Emperor ;  and  Henry  was  a  man  of  too  violent  a 
temper  to  be  thus  infulted.  He  withdrew  himfelf 
therefore  and  his  kingdom,  wholly  from  the  papal 
dominion ;  and  to  the  great  joy  of  his  fub^cdts, 
efpecially  the  favourers  of  reformation,  cut  off  all 
intercourfc  with  Rome ;  which  his  parliament  con- 
firmed ;  and  conferred  on  their  monarch  the  fu- 
premacy  in  Church,  as  well  as  State.  But  it 
mud  not  be  imagined  that  Henry  became  a  Pro- 
teftant,  by  ceafing  to  be  a  Papift.     No,  he  was 
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exadUy  the  fame  unprincipled  tyrannical  defpot  aa 
before,  and  as  difpofed  to  perfecute  Proteftant  aa 
Fapift,  who  dared  to  fwerve  a  hair  from  his  de* 
cifions. 

An.  1533.  A  King  of  a  different  fort,  Joair, 
of  Leyden,  figured  upon  the  theatre  in  Germany, 
He  was  a  taylor  by  trade ;  and  fetting  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  fanatic  multitude,  feized  on  the  city 
of  Munfler,  where  he  tredled  what  his  deluded 
followers  called  the  New  Jkrusai^bm,  over  which 
he  prciided.  But  this  newly  eredled  throne,  e(ia« 
bliihed  in  blood  and  tumult,  was  of  fhort  duration ; 
and  ended  in  the  capture  and  execution  of  the 
monarch  and  his  nuinifters  ;  and  the  diiperiion  of 
the  rabble  which  followed  him.  They  were  of  the 
Anabaptift's  fe6l ;  at  that  time  remarkable  for  tur- 
bulenccj  though  lince  fubfided  into  a  more  peacea- 
ble fpirit. 

The  Emperor,  finding  his  efforts  to  obtain  a 
general  council,  which  would  be  at  all  fatisfadlory 
to  the  German  princes,  qoqftantly  thwarted  by  the 
crafty  pontiff's,  refojved  to  attempt  fettling  mat- 
ters himfelf,  in  a  diet.  For  this  end,  he  ordered 
a  conference  at  Worms,  between  Melan6lhon  and 
Eckius,  for  feveral  days ;  but  the  difputants  ap- 
peared as  far  from  ^ach  other  as  ever  :  and  when 
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aflembled  afterwards^  at  the  did:  whieh  met  at 
Ratifbon,  no  final  decifion  could  be  concluded* 
The  Pope^  by  his  legate,  propofed  Trent  for  the 
place  of  the  ailembling  the  council.  The  Protef- 
tant  princes  objedted  to  the  place,  as  well  as  to  the 
papal  claim  of  fummoning  the  perfons  who  fhould 
conftitute  that  body;  which,  they  complained, 
xnufl  in  that  ca(e  be  partial :  but,  as  the  Emperor 
and  Catholic  princes  confentcd,  the  letters  of  con«- 
vocation  were  iflued.  The  Protellants  refufed  to 
fubmit ;  and  Charles,  who  had  now  fuppofed  him^ 
felf  able,  determined  to  compel  them.  Both  fides 
prepared  for  battle.  Amidft  the  din  of  prepara- 
tions, the  great  reformer  Luther  clofed  his  eyes : 
deploring  the  miferies,  he  feared,  and  exhorting  to 
prayer,  patience,  and  mutual  forbearance,  a^the 
choiceft  weapons  of  our  warfare.  An.  1546. 

He  was  indeed  taken  away  from  the  evil  to 
come.  The  council  of  Trent  aflembled.  ThePro- 
tcftants  difclaimed  their  authority.  The  Emperor 
prepared  to  enforce  their  decrees  by  arms.  TheSaxoa 
Eledter,  and  the  Prince  of  Hefle,  boldly  prevented 
him  ;  and  penetrating  into  Bavaria,  were  ready  to 
force  the  Emperor  in  his  camp  at  Ingolftadt ;  when 
the  treacherous  Maurice,  the  nephew  of  the  Eledlor, 
debauched  by  the  promife  of  the  Electorate,  and 
yielding  to  the  cravings  of  criminal  ambition,  fell 
upon  Saxony,  and  compelled  John  to  retire  from 

Bavaria, 
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Bavaria^  in  order  to  defend  his  own  dominions. 
Furfued  and  furrounded  in  his  retreat ;  deierted  by 
a  coniiderable  part  of  his  army  ;  and  compelled  to 
fight  at  difadvantage  ;  he  loft  the  battle  of  Muhl- 
bcrg  and  his  liberty  together.  And  Philip  o£ 
Hcfic,  his  coadjutor,  perfuadcd  by  his  fon-in-law, 
Maaricc,  to  caft  himfelf  upon  the  Emperor's  cle- 
mency, with  promifes  of  favour,  and  prcfervation 
of  his  cfiatcs,  was  detained  prifoner,  in  breach  of 
the  moft  folcmn  engagement ;  it  is  faid,  by  the 
fubtcrfuge  of  a  German  word  infcrled  in  the  agree- 
ment ;  which  would,  if  true,  have  only  added  the 
grcateft  meanncfs  to  the  moft  perfidious  condu6l« 
Ax.  1547. 

The  Proteftant  caufe  now,  to  human  view,  ap- 
peared dcfpcratc.  The  Emperor,  with  an  army, 
overawed  the  diet.  Maurice,  gained  by  the  Em- 
peror, with  the  Proteftant  leaders,  confcnted  to 
fubmit  to  the  dccifions  of  Trent ;  what  //iev  would 
be,  it  was  impoftible  to  doubt.  But  equally  vain 
arc  counfcl  and  nii<z;ht  againft  the  Lord.  He  can 
take  the  proud  in  their  own  devices,  and  difappoint 
their  purpolcs  by  the  very  means  planned  for  their 

accomDlifhmcnt. 

i 

The  ])lague  breaking  out  at  Trent,  a  few  fathers 
went  to  Bologna,  and  the  reft  difperfed  :  nor  could 
all  the  remonftranccs  of  the  Emperor  engage  the 

Pope 


Cent.   16.]         THE  CHURCH  OP  CHRIST.  411 

Pope  to  bring  them  back  again.  Vexed  to  the 
heart  at  thefc  tricks  of  papal  management,  Charles 
refolved  to  mortify  the  pontiff,  by  (hewing  him 
that  he  could  a<ft  without  him.  He  canfed  there- 
fore ^formulary  to  be  drawn  up,  fuch  as  he  hoped 
might  be  accepted  by  both  parties,  becaufcthe  ex- 
preflions  were  fo  ambiguous,  as  that  each  might 
give  it  their  own  interpretation  ;  adding  fome  con- 
ceffions  to  the  Protcftants,  refpedling  the  facra- 
ment  in  both  kinds,  and  the  marriage  of  the  clergy. 
Hereupon  he  called  a  diet,  read  the  decrees  which 
he  had  ordered  to  be  prepared,  and  without  any 
fuffrage  of  the  princes,  enadcd  this  as  the  rule, 
till  a  general  council  (hould  otherwife  diredl. 
Hence  this  decree  received  the  name  of  the  In- 
terim, as  it  was  merely  dcfigned  to  be  a  temporary 
expedient. 

An.  1 548.  As  is  often  the  cafe,  what  was  in- 
tended to  fatisfy  both  parties,  pleafed  neither.  The 
Fap'ifis  exclaimed  againft  the  authority  alfumed 
without  the  Pope ;  the  Proteftants  complained,  that 
all  the  eflcntials  of  popery  were  left  in  full  force. 

The  politic  Maurice  faw  through  the  defigns  of 
Charles,  and  his  intention  of  erecting  his  fove- 
reignty,  on  the  humiliation  of  the  princes.  He 
was  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  redeeming  his  credit 
with  the  Proteflant  powers,  among  whom  be  ffill 

in 
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ia  profeffion  numbered  himfelf ;  and  he  was  par- 
tiCiilarly  provoked  by  the  impriionment  of  his  &* 
ther-in-law,  the  Prince  of  Hefle,  whom  he  had 
unintentionally  betrayed,  and  whom  Charles  re- 
fa(ed  to  releafe.  When,  therefore,  on  the  death  of 
Clement,  and  the  fucceffion  of  Julius^  Charles 
bad  prevailed  on  the  new  pontiff  to  reaflemble  the 
council  at  Trent ;  and  with  his  army  coippclled 
the  diet,  held  at  Augiburg,  to  engage  themfdves 
implicitly  to  obey  their  decrees,  Maurice  dared  to 
qualify  his  confent  with  conditions,  judged  fb  de- 
rogatory to  the  papal  authority,  that  the  Archbi- 
ihop  of  Mentz  rcfufed  to  enter  them  on  the  regif. 
ter  of  the  diet. 

Meantime,  the  Proteilants,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
diet,  commenced  their  preparations  for  whatever 
might  happen.  The  brave  reformers,  with  Me- 
lanc^hon  and  Bredtius  at  their  head,  drew  up  their 
confeffions  of  faith  to  be  prefented  to  the  council ; 
and  Maurice,  who  merely  meant  to  amufe  the 
Emperor  by  apparent  fubmiflion,  prepared  for  cf- 
fe6iually  rcfifting  his  ambitious  projcifts.  For 
Charles  was  no  more  Catholic,  than  it  is  to  be 
feared  Maurice  was  Proteftant ;  but  intended,  in 
the  council,  which  he  fuppofcd  his  prcfcnt  uncon- 
trouled  power  could  dirtiil:,  not  merely  to  humble 
the  princes  of  the  empire,  and  the  Proteftants 
efpecially,  whom  he  molt  feared,  but  alfo  to  fet 

fuch 
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foeh  limits  to  the  pepai  jurifdi^on^  a«  would  pre- 
vent the  Pope  from  interfeiiAg  witb^  or  interrupt* 
ing  his  fchemes  for  fecuring  the  fame  defpotia 
power  in  Germany  and  Italy^  after  which  he 
afpired^  a$  in  his  own  hereditary  dominions. 

In  the  midft  of  his  imaginary  triumph,  aqd  ielf-« 
confident  fecurity,  the  Emperor  was  furpri^sd  at 
Infpruck,  with  the  fudden  approach  of  a  mighty 
army  under  Maurice ;  who  had  fecredy  leagued 
with  him  many  German  princes,  and  the  King  of 
France :  and  rufhed  upon  the  unfufpedling  roo« 
narcb.  As  be  had  no  equal  army  to  oppofe^  and 
was  bimfelf  in  danger  of  being  taken  prifoneri  he 

was  glad  to  obtain  his  fafety  by  the 
AN.  1552.  FACiPlCATiON  OF  Passau  ;  coutmning 

a  folemn  grant  of  perfe6l  liberty  to  the 
princes,  and  the  Proteftant  caufe.  The  Intxhim 
was  revoked ;  all  edicts  againft  the  Lutherans  an- 
nulled ;  the  prifoners  fet  at  liberty ;  and  all  who 
had  fufiered  for  the  league  of  Smalkald,  re-inflated 
in  their  h<mours  and  pofleifions :  and  a  certain 
number  of  Lutherans  admitted  into  the  council 
[  cbamber  of  Sphres,  where  juflice  impartial  (hould 
be  henceforth  miniilered  to  Proteflants,  as  to  Ca* 
tholioi. 

Thus  the  very  man,  on  whom  Charles  had  de* 
peddtd  for  the  entire  fiibverfion  of  the  Lutheran 

caufe. 
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caufe^  became  its  firmed  bulwark,  and  eflabliihed 
it  upon  a  baiis  which  could  no  more  be  over- 
turned. 


A  diet  was  to  be  held  to  confirm  all  thefe  con- 
ceflions.  After  various  delays,  it  aflcmblcd  at 
Augfburg ;  and  there,  after  long  deliberations,  the 
equitable  conditions  were  adjuiled,  which  received 
the  name  of  the  keligious  peace. 
AS.  1555.  The  Proteftants  were  difchargcd  front 
all  papal  jurifdi6lion.  The  dates  and 
free  cities  were  to  be  unmoledcd,  in  whatever  ec- 
clefiadical  edablidiment  they  chofe  to  form — ani- 
mofities  were  to  ceafe — no  perfecutions  to  be  ad- 
mitted on  account  of  religious  opinions — and,  who- 
ever attempted  to  violate  any  of  theie  articles,  was 
to  be  treated  as  a  difturbcr  of  the  public  peace. 
Oh  that  men  might  always  be  as  rcafonable,  peace- 
able, and  tolerant ! 

It  is  a  Angular  event,  and  fiipported  by  drong 
authority,  that  this  enemy  of  the  Protedants,  who 
had  repeatedly  brought  their  caufe  to  the  very 
verge  of  ruin,  is  fuppofed  to  have  died  in  the  faith 
he  fo  long  perfecuted.  Wearied  with  royalty,  and 
the  toils  which  had  worn  him  down,  Charles  V. 
widicd  to  end  his  days  in  holy  retirement.  He 
refigned  his  hereditary  dominions  of  Spain  and  the 
Netherlands,  to  his  foh,  Philip,  and  procured  the 

empire 
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empire  for  his  brother  Ferdinand.  He  had  tho- 
roughly been  converfant  with  the  fubjc6ls  in  dif- 
pute,  and  in  the  filence  of  folitude,  the  abfence  of 
tumultuous  engagements,  and  the  approach  of 
death,  the  folemn  refledions  upon  thefc  important 
truths,  which  he  had  fo  often  heard  debated,  led 
him  to  different  apprehenfions  rcfpc6liiig  them, 
from  thofe  he  had  before  entertained.  His  deareft 
friends,  and  the  companions  of  his  retirement^ 
were  feized  by  the  inquifitors,  the  moment  their 
royal  maftcr  clofed  his  eyc5.  His  preacher,  his 
conftilbr,  his  favoured  bifliopof Tortofa,  with  many 
others  of  inferior  diftindlion  or  domcftics,  expired 
in  flames  or  torture,  the  vidlims  of  that  bloody  tri- 
bunal, and  of  the  cruel  Philip,  the  unworthy  fon 
and  fucceflbr  of  this  mighty  monarch.  The  ven- 
geance they  were  prevented  from  inflidting  on  the 
mafter,  fell  on  his  peculiar  favourites,  and  fpokc 
the  caufe  of  offence. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.   IV. 

THB  PROGRESS  QF  REPORMATIOAT* 

rT\H£  hope  with  which  Henry  the  Eighth  had 
JL  infpired  the  Proteftants^  was  greatly  di&p- 
pointed.  He  bad  feparated  from  the  Fbpe^  but  not 
from  popery.  And  though  the  excellent  Cranmer 
enjoyed  his  favour^  and  was  fupported  by  him 
againft  his  many  enemies,  the  cauie  of  truth  dared 
not  lift  up  its  head.  The  iron  rod  of  power  held 
down  every  bold  fpiiit,  which  prefumed  to  difpute 
the  king^s  fupremacy,  or  infallibility,  juft  as  the 
Pope's  before.  It  is  painful  to  record  the  tra- 
gedies performed  by  the  malignant  Gardiner  and 
Bonner,  whofe  compliance  with  the  King's  ca- 
prices, ftill  left  them  power  to  perfecute  to  death, 
thofe  who  prefumed  to  advance  farther  in  reforma- 
tion than  his  pleafure  allowed.  Even  Cranmer 
often  held  a  precarious  cxiftence.  Yet  the  autho- 
rity 6f  the  clergy  was  greatly  reduced ;  and  the- 
tranflation  of  the  Bible,  by  Tyndal,  afterwards  a 
noble  martyr,  contributed  to  open  men's  eyes. 
Having  fled  his  country  to  efcape  perfecution,  he 
finifhed  and  publiihed  his  work  at  Antwerp,  and 
thence  difperfed  the  copies  in  England ;  which 

wondcr-1 
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wonderfully  iprcad  the  light  of  truth.  The  num- 
ber of  miniftcrs  and  people,  who,  through  the  wait- 
ings of  the  reformers,  had  embraced  the  evange- 
lical do6lrineS,  was  great:  and  fome  of  them,  aS^ 
the  excellent  Bilney,  by  whom  Latimer  was  con- 
verted, with  Frith,  and  other  worthies,  fell  vie* 
tims  to  epifcopal  perfccution,  and  died  in  flames. 

An.  1 546.  Happily,  the  death  of  this  inhuman 
and  capricious  monHrch  opened  a  m5rc  pleafin^ 
profpeft.  Edward  VI.  his  ion,  though  very  young, 
had  drank  deeply  into  the  principles  of  the  re- 
formation, under  the  tuition  of  the  faithful  Cran- 
tner,  who,  during  his  reign,  chiefly  guided  ccclc- 
fiaftical  matters,  and  filled  the  fees  with  men  of 
Angular  zeal  and  piety,  as  Ridley,  Latimer,  and 
others.  The  motley  mixture  of  the  former  reign 
now  gave  place  to  a  more  perfect  reform ;  and  be- 
came nearly  fuch,  as  the  Church  of  England  fti!l 
profeflcs.  But  the  prelates,  who  had  maintained 
their  attachment  to  Rome  under  the  former  fove- 
reign,  and  conformed  with  relu6lance  to  the 
changes  fince  eftablifhed,  waited  impaiicntly  for  a 
return  of  the  old  religion,  as  Edward's  feeble  health 
declined,  and  promifed  a  fpeedy  demifc.  A  fhort 
reign  of  felicijy  to  the  Proteflant  caufe,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  acceffion  of  the  bloody  Mary,  with 
her  popifh  advifers.  Yet,  had  the  caufe  of  truth  fo 
firmly  fixed  itfelf  in  the  land,  that  all  the  fires 
Vol.  IL  E  e  kindled 
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kixidled  in  Smithfield,  at  Oxford,  or  clfcwherc, 
wejrc  unable  to  confumc  the  feed  of  the  faithful ; 
though  they  dcftroyed  n^any  great  and  eminent 
individuals.  Cranmer,  Ridley,  Iiatin>er,  were  con- 
figncd  to  the  flames  ;  but  their  blood  produced  a 
plenteous  increafe. 

An.  1553.  Mary  was  a  bigot,  and  dupe  to  the 
popilh  party.  She  thought  to  avenge  her  mother's 
quarrels,  by  facrificing  every  Proteftant  to  her  re- 
fentijients ;  but  the  reformation  had  taken  fuch 
root  as  not  to  be  eradicated.  Though  the  chief 
men  in  church  ai;id  ftate  were  generally  fwayed  bj 
their  intcrefts  to  embrace  the  courtly  religion,  a 
noble  army  of  martyrs,  bifhops,  priefts,  and  lay- 
men, chofe  rather  to  die  for  Chrift,  than  commit 
rdolatry,  nnd  countenance  fuperftition.  Happily 
for  the  nation,  though  the  mifchicf  done  in  a  ihort 
time  was  abundant,  God  put  a  period  to  Mary's 
bloody  reign,  and  the  crown  devolved  on  Eliza- 
beth, the  daughter  of  the  unhappy  Boleyn.  She 
inherited  a  portion  of  her  mother's  goodnefs  and 
j)rotcftantirm,  though  mixed  with  a  greater  mea- 
furc  of  her  father's  dcfpotifm.     An.  1558. 

IitKLAXD,  which  had  long  been  as  the  (atellite 
of  the  fuperior  planet,  and  followed  her  revolutions, 
had  iliared  in  all  the  ftruggles  and  all  the  bleflings 
of  the  reformation.     Under  Edward,  and  the  cx- 

celkut 
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cellent  Archbifhop  of  Dublin,  Brown,  the  Protef- 
tant  caufe  bad  compleatly  gained  the  afcendant ;  • 
though  the  wildnefsof  the  country  left  the  pro- 
vinces diftant  from  the  capital,  overrun  with  po- 
pery, as  they  are  to  this  day.     On  Mary's  accef- 
iion,  the  fire  of  perfecution  began  to  kindle;  but 
nearer  concerns  at  home  cad  the  affairs  of  Ireland 
into  the  back  ground.  At  laft  a  zealous  Romaniit^ 
a  Dr.  Cole,  was  difpatched  with  a  full  commiiiion^ 
like  Paul,  the  perfecutor,  going  to  Damafcus,  to 
fpread  llaughter  over  the  devoted  Proteftants,   On 
his  journey,  being  waited  upon  by  the  Mayor  of 
Chefter,  he  could  not  withhold  boafting  of  the 
charge  committed  to  him,  and  producing  from  his 
baggage  a  roll ;  "  This,"  faid  he,  "  (hall  lafti  the 
'^  heretics  of  Ireland  into  obedience."     The  good 
woman  of  the  houfe,  where  he  lodged,  heard  and 
trembled ;  but  acute  in  her  wits,   as  zealous  ia 
the  caufe,  (he  refolved  to  play  the  Do6lor  a  tricky 
and  as  he  attended  the  Mayor  to  the  door,  and 
.left  his  boaftcd  roll  upon  the  table,  fhe  whipped 
up,  and  inftead  of  the  commiflion,  (he  put  into  its 
place  a  pack  of  cards  wrapped  like  it,  with  the 
knave  of  clubs  facing  the  back.     The  Dodtor,  as 
foon  as  the  packet  was  ready  for  failing,  paffed  into 
Ireland;  and  in  all  the  pomp  of  an  inquifitor,  ap* 
peared  before  the  lord  lieutenant  and  privy  coun- 
cil at  the  Caflle,  ready  to  enter  on  his  office.  The 
fecret^ry  being  called  upon  to  open  and  read  his 

£  e  2  conmiif* 
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comtniflion,  he  was  as  much  furprifed  as  the  Doc- 
tor was  confounded,  to  find  nothing  but  a  pack 
of  cards,  and  the  knave  of  clubs  feeing  him.  The 
ridicule  o(  the  focne  may  be  eafily  imagined.  The 
lord  lieutenant  and  privy  council  could  not  aa- 
thorife  any  proceedings  without  a  new  commifllon ; 
and  defiring  the  Do6lor  to  return  to  England,  and 
baflen  back,  he  jocularly  faid,  that  in  the  interim 
he  would  fhuffle  the  cards.  But  before  the  bufi- 
nefs  was  difpatchcd,  the  Queen  de|jarted  to  give 
an  account  of  herfelf  to  God,  and  the  Dodlorwaa 
kft  with  the  knave  of  clubs. 

Scotland  could  not  fail  imbibing  the  (preading 
contagion.  The  Scotch,  always  warlike,  and  men 
of  acute  minds,  had  many  of  them  returned  fix)m 
the  foreign  countries,  where  the  reformation  had 
been  introduced,  and  brought  to  their  native  land 
the  books  and  tenets  of  the  reformers.  Long  had 
the  truth  ftruj^glcd  againft  the  power  and  craft  of 
popifh  tyranny ;  and  many  a  martyr,  and  many 
a  confcUbr  confcntcd  to  go  to  prifon  and  to  death, 
rather  than  abjure  the  faith  once  delivered  unto 
the  faints.     No  monarch    bad  yet  attempted  to 

break  the  yoke,  and  the  priefthood  was 
AN.  1559.  triumphant,  till  the  intrepid  Knox  arofe, 

rude  as  the  bleak  climate  which  gave 
him  birth.  Having  formed  with  Calvin,  at  Geneva, 
the  ftrideft  fricndfliip,  and  adopted  all  his  opinions 

reijpcfling 
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refpedling  church  government,  he  returned  to  hi? 
native  land  ;  and  with  his  rough  eloquence^  and 
hardihood  that  knew  no  fear,  he  bore  down  all  op- 
pofltion,  overturned  the  whole  popifli  hieraxchy, 
and  efiabli(hcd  the  Prefbyterian  governnicnt  in  its 
flead,  to  vvhich  the  Church  of  Scotland  ftill  ad* 
jberes^ 

The  Belgic  Pjrovinces  being  nearer  the  fcene 
of  adlion,  early  received  the  light  of  gofpel  re- 
formation ;  and  none  fufFered  more  feverely  for 
their  adherence  to  the  faith,  than  that  afflidied 
country.  The  obdurate  bigot,  Philip,  refolved  to 
extirpate  all  who  refiifed  ftibje^ion  to  Rome.  The 
bloody  inquifition  was  fet  up  in  the  promces  5 
and  the  more  cruel  Duke  of  Alva,  his  general, 
poured  out  the  Proteftant  blood  as  water  on  every 
lide.  Revolt  againft  this  op^^reffive  dominion,  rent 
the  provinces  in  twain,  A  part  defied  their  ene^- 
mies  ;  and,  in  a  war,  of  which  we  have  few  ex- 
amples, maintained  their  liberties,  and  triumphed 
3t  laft  over  their  perfecutors.  The  Dutch  repub* 
lie,  under  the  famous  William  of  Orange,  ftood  as 
high  in  majeiiy  againft  the  humbled  Spaniard,  as 
they  were  diftipguifhed  for  the  purity  of  their  reli- 
gious faith  and  practice.  Heu  quarUum  muiatus  ah 
fllo  I  The  prefent  change  is  as  degrading  to  the 
fpqntry,  ^9  a^dtive  to  the  mind  of  every  true 
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l^rotcftant.  M isiy  a  phoenix  rife  from  the  aihes^  and 
her  youth  be  renewed  as  the  eagle's. 

Spaix,  and  the  Spanifh  dominions  in  Italy,  bad 
received  the  beam  of  reformation.    The  very  doc- 
tors brought  by  Charles  the  Fifth  to  combat  Lu- 
ther, canght  the  fire  from  his  lips,  and  carried 
back  to  their  country  the  hercfy  they  came  to  fub- 
due.  But  there  the  bigotted  monarchs,  and  fuper- 
ftitious  clergy,  fiercely  fet  all  their  engines  at  work 
to  fupprefs  the  hated  innovations  ;  and,  after  tor- 
rents of  bloodfhed,  by  martyrs  innumerable ;  tor* 
tures,  racks,  and  gibbets  prevailed  to  extingui(h 
the  flame.     The  light  of  truth  was  clean  put  out, 
and  obfcure  darknefs  has  there  reigned  ever  fince, 
with  debafing  fuperfl:ition,   beyond  that  of  any 
other  country.  I  include  Portugal,  where  the  fame 
Heps,  under  the  fame  monarch,  produced  the  fame 
miferable  eflfedls,  to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  all  gof* 
pel  grace  and  truth. 

The  Spanifh  dominions  in  Italy  fhared  nearly 
the  fame  fate  ;  and  though  Naples  would  not  ad- 
mit the  inqiiifition,  the  perfecution  of  the  reformers 
was  equally  inveterate.  The  brave  Ochino,  and 
the  excellent  Peter  Martyr,  exerted  their  zeal  and 
eloquence  :  not  quite  in  vain,  but  without  being 
able  to  cfiift  a  national  change.  Compelled  to  fly 
for  their  lives,  they  took  refuge  in  foreign  lands^ 
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and  watered  the  garden  of  ftrangers  with  the  dew 
of  that  heavenly  wifdom,  which  their  deluded  coun- 
trymen prevented  from  dropping  on  themfelves. 

Through  all  regions  under  papal  jurifdidiion, 
every  effort  of  craft  and  cruelty  was  employed ; 
and  from  the  Alps  to  the  extremity  of  Calabria, 
the  name  of  Protcftant  exterminated. 

Thus  flood  the  account,  at  lafi,  between  Pro- 
teftants  and  Papifls  in  Europe.  Denmark,  Nor- 
way, Sweden,  Brandenburg,  Prufiia,  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  Holland,  all  Proteflant  govern- 
ments. Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  the  Belgic  Provinces 
under  the  Spanifh  yoke,  all  papal.  Germany,  with 
its  vaft  dependencies  divided,  and  nearly  poifed  in 
intereft  between  both,  every  flate  having  a  mixture 
of  its  opponents  ;  in  fome  tolerated,  in  others  per- 
fecuted.  Switzerland  divided,  but  the  preponde- 
rating weight,  and  greater  numbers,  Proteflant; 
and  France,  more  than  once  on  the  equilibrium, 
ready  to  change  its  dominant  religion  ;  and  at  laft 
returning  to  the  houfe  of  bondage,  though  with 
millions  of  its  inhabitants  firm  in  the  Proteflant 
faith. 

The  numbers  were  flill  on  the  fide  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  their  union  under  one  vifible  head, 
greatly  in  their  favour,  politically  fpeaking ;  whilft 
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the  Proteftants  quickly  feparated  into  two  g^reat 
bodies^  befides  other  fub-diviiionSy  at  the  beads  of 
which  were  Luther  and  Melanfthon  on  the  one 
hand  of  the  Augjburg  Confejpon^  and  on  the  other, 
of  the  Helvetic  Confejfionj  were  CEcolampadius  and 
Calvin.  Thefe  alfo  were  pretty  nearly  balanced.  In 
the  north  Luthcranifm  generally  prevailed.     Den- 
mark, Sweden,  Norway,  and  the  far  larger  part  of 
the  German  Empire,  followed  the  Augfburg  Con- 
feflion  ;  whilft  the  Britifh  iflands,  Holland,  Swit- 
zerland, Geneva,   France,    and   many  eftates   of 
Germany,  adopted  the  confcffion  of  faith,  which 
hath  (incc  obtained  the  name  of  the  reformed,  oj 
Calviniitic. 
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CHAP.  V. 

ON  THE  LEARNING  AND  HEBESIES  OP  THE  TIMES* 

THE  general  conflidl,  which  now  agitated  the 
Chriftian  world,  contributed  exceedingly  to 
(harpen  the  ingenuity  of  the  combatants ;  and  to 
excite  the  grcateft  zeal  of  enquiry  into  every  branch 
pf  knowledge.  And,  as  fuch  feafons  peculiarly 
j"0ufe  and  bring  forth  the  latent  fparks  of  genius^ 
which  would  otherwifc  lie  dormant  and  unnoticed, 
pever  was  there  a  more  vivid  light  of  learning  dif- 
played,  and  a  greater  number  of  men  of  the  firft 
abilities  produced  on  the  theatre  of  the  world. 
Every  where  feminaries,  and  univerfities,  were  en- 
dowed, ereiSled/enlarged,  and  the  numbers  of  ftu- 
dents  immcnfe.  The  mode  of  tuition  alfo  in  all 
Proteftant  countries  became  amazingly  improved ; 
and  all  the  fciences,  as  well  as  theology,  placed  on 
a  different  footing,  Ariftotle,  though  ftill  preva- 
lent in  the  fchools,  was  controulcd  from  exercifing 
his  former  defpotic  rule,  by  the  good  fenfe,  the  en- 
larged views,  and  the  found  divinity  of  the  timcft. 
The  ingenious  Ramus,  in  France,  introduced  a 
different  method  of  reafoning,  which  exafperated 
the  old  partifans  of  the  Stagyrite :  and  Paracelfus 
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began  to  open  the  road  to  the  higher  progreft  of 
experimental  philofophy,  hy  bis  refearcbes  into  the 
iirfl  elements  of  bodies,  by  fire,  and  folution  : 
though  (lili  tin6lured  with  the  follies  of  magic  and 
alchemy,  yet  his  chemiftry  led  the  way  to  all 
the  noble  improvements  which  have  iince  been 
made. 

The  immenfc  impreffions  of  ancient  claflical 
writings,  through  the  indefatigable  labour  of  edi- 
tors, and  the  happy  invention  of  printing,  fprcad 
a  general  difTufion  of  knowledge  and  love  of  the 
ielles  lettres  through  all  the  nations;  cfpecially 
thofe  who  were  reformed  ;  where  fcience  of  every 
fort  was  peculiarly  cultivated :  and,  above  all, 
fcriptural  knowledge  was  purfued  with  lingular 
avidity.  Not  only  was  the  Bible  now  in  every 
hand,  in  their  native  tongue ;  but  the  comments 
and  expofitions,  critical  and  pradlical,  of  the  re- 
formers, excite  the  approbation,  and  continue  to 
promote  the  edification  of  the  prcfent  day,  how- 
ever highly  advanced  in  all  the  attainments  of  cri- 
ticifm  and  literature.  I  will  only  mention  the 
Comment  of  Luther  on  the  Epiftle  to  the  Galatians, 
as  an  enduring  monument  of  found  divinity,  and 
biblical  erudition  :  and  the  Inftitutcs  of  Calvin, 
equally  admirable  for  their  argument  as  their  lati* 
nity.  But  the  freedom  of  enquiry  now  introduced, 
in  minds  untaught  of  God,  and  riling  on  the  ftilts 

of 
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of  vain  imagination  to  a  wifdom  above  what  is 
written,  was  naturally  produdtive  of  very  fearfiil 
confeqnences.  Science  when,  under  the  fcontroul 
of  faith,  and  bowing  before  revelation,  it  prefumes 
not  to  intrude  into  the  things  it  hath  not  fcen,  is 
a  bleffing  to  the  Church,  and  highly  contributive 
to  every  thing  which  is  excellent  and  of  good  re- 
port. But  where  men,  vainly  puffed  up  of  their 
fleflily  mind,  fuppofc  M^7/  wifdom  of  man  which  is 
foolifhnefs  with  God,  and  that  intelle(5l,  which  is 
darkened  through  corruption,  capable  of  deciding 
refpedling  truths  above  our  comprehcnlion,  though 
implying  no  contradiction  to  the  trued  reafon^  then 
error  and  blafphcmy  come  in  like  a  flood.  Reve- 
lation ftands  at  their  bar  as  a  culprit,  bccauie,  chal* 
lenging  implicit  fubmiflion,  which  they  are  indif- 
pofed  to  pay  ;  and  every  thing  myfterious  muft  pals 
through  the  ordeal  of  their  philofophy,  and  be  re- 
jelled  or  admitted,  only  as  it  accords  wilh,  or  dif- 
fers from,  their  fuppofed  infallible  reafon.  Hence 
arofe  a  numerous  hoft  of^nti-chriftian  doctors,  who 
are  (till  increaiing;  iand  threatening  us  with  as  fear- 
ful a  deluge  of  falfe  philofopliy,  to  overwhelm  the 
Chriftian  name,  as  before  it  had  been  menaced  by 
fuperftition  and  popery.  Helvetius,  Voltaire,  Rouf- 
ieau,  Hume,  Gibbon,  and  all  the  infidel  tribe  of 
this  day,  are  but  the  fpawn  of  Pomponatius,  Bo- 
^in,  Rabelais,  Montaigne,  Bembo,  Bruno^  Taurel- 
his^  and  a  ihultitude  cff  others^  who  then  treated 

aU 
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all  religion  with  contempt  and  ridicule,  and  in*** 
finuated,  that  Chriftianity  deferved  no  more  refpedl 
than  Paganifm  or  MabomediAn ;  and  was  but  a 
cunning  fable  invented  by  pricfts  to  cnflave  the 
minds  of  the  credulous.  Thcfc  acute  geniufes,  in* 
deed,  did  not  always  agree  in  the  extent  of  their 
difcovcrics :  fomc  were  difpofcd,  as  the  followers 
of  Socinus,  to  allow  the  Chriftian  Saviour  a  name 
among  the  fages  deferving  honour;  others  ridi* 
culcd  the  impollor,  and  turned  his  miracle  into 
contempt :  yet  they  profeiied  veneration  for  a  Su- 
preme Being,  and  fuppofcd  there  might  be  a  God  ; 
whilitthe  more  advanced  in  fciencc,  doubted  his 
very  being  or  exiftence,  and  proceeded  to  the  fam- 
jnit  of  human  wifdom,  to  know  exactly  (what  the 
fool  or  wicked  man  wifhcs,  and  faith  in  his  heart) 
that  "  there  is  no  God.''  France,  eminent  in  that 
day  as  in  our  own,  Angularly  took  the  lead  in  this 
happy  difcovcry,  hid  from  ages  and  generations  ; 
yet,  for  a  long  uhilc  bending  the  neck  under  the 
yoke  of  authority,  (he  dared  riot,  till  of  late,  allcrt 
the  reign  of  liberty  and  atheifm. 

But  lot  it  be  remembered,  that  learning  is  no  more 
to  be  blamed  for  its  abufe,  than  the  fun  for  the 
vencmous  and  poifonous  reptiles  hatched  by  his 
fcrvivl  beams.  The  revealed  truths  of  God,  fo  far 
from  ftiunning  inveftigation,  call  for  the  mod  ac- 
curate enquip}'  into  their  nature  and  evidence,  and 

.  approve 
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approve  thcmfelves  to  every  man's  confciencc  la 
the  fight  of  God,  whom  fin  hath  not  enflavcd,  and 
taught  to  rcjedl  what  he  dares  not  believe ;  and 
where  fcience,  falfely  fo  called,  hath  not  prejudiced 
the  mind  againfl:  evidence,  abundantly  more  con- 
clufive  than  any  upon  which  the  infidel  buildis  hfe 
own  fyfiem  of  religion,  or  no  religion.  The  rationa- 
lifts  are  miftaken  if  they  think  wifdom  fhall  die  with 
them..  The  fimplicity  which  is  in  Chrift  will  carry 
conviction  of  the  truth  to  the  heart,  in  defiance  of 
all  its  open  or  infidious  enemies,  and  more  danger- 
ous, though  pretended  philofophic  fincnds.  It  (lands 
not  in  the  wifdom  of  man,  but  in  tbc  power  of 
God  :  and  as  many  as  are  ordained  unto  eternal 
life,  believe  to  the  faving  of  their  fouls.  WitK  re- 
gard to  all  the  reft,  their  evil  heart  of  unbelief  is 
departed  from  the  living  God,  and  **  How  then,** 
faith  Chrift,  "  can  ye  believe  ?'* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

OUTRE  ACCESSIONS  TO  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH. 

IN  Europe  fcarcely  any  people  now  remained, 
who  had  not  afTumcd  the  outward  profeffion 
of  Chriftianity.  Even  in  Finland  and  Lapland^ 
thinly  fcattered  amidft  their  mofly  mountains,  and 
everlafting  fnow,  the  inhabitants  received  from 
ibme  zealous  Swedilh  miilionaries  the  gofpel  light 
It  is  feared  that  fbme  few  continue  in  heathenifm 
unto  this  day 9  or  with  fuch  a  tinge  of  Chriitianity 
only,  as  fcarcely  forms  a  (hade  of  difference.  In 
thefe  inhofpitable  regions,  magic  and  witchcraft 
hwive  taken  their  lad  refuge. 

But  a  vaft  field  opened  for  the  difFufion  of  the 
word  of  truth,  in  the  difcovcrics  made  in  both  the 
Indies.  The  Spaniards  and  Portuguefc,  eager  to 
extend  the  pale  of  popery  as  well  as  their  own  do- 
minion, not  only  fpread  thefc  by  fire,  fword,  and  in- 
quifition,  but  cnlillcd  under  their  miflionary  ban- 
ners regiments  of  friars,  black  and  white,  Fran- 
cifcans,  and  Dominicans ;  and  above  all  the  reft, 
the  newly  inflitulcd  and  more  fpecious 
AN.  1550.  company  gf  Jefuits,  who  penetrated  into 

the 
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the  depths  of  America,  Africa  and  A(ia,  and  endea- 
voured to  eredt  the  banner  of  the  Crofs  in  China 
and  Japan.  Nor  were  their  labours  without  the 
appearance  of  vaft  fuccefs,  however  the  religion 
which  they  taught  was  far  removed  from  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jefus.  To  me  indeed,  and  thofe  who 
think  as  I  do,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether ' 
the  difciples  of  a  Xavier,  or  the  converts  of.Loyala 
and  Dominic,  with  their  partifans  of  the  Romifli 
fuperilition,  (hould  be  admitted  among  the  num- 
ber of  Chriftians ;  or  their  labours  be  thought  to 
have  contributed  to  the  promotion  and  further- 
ance, or  the  difgrace  and  hinderance  of  the  true 
religion  of  Chrift.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  methods 
thefe  men  purfued  .tended  much  more  to  make  dif- 
ciples to  themfelves  and  the  pontiffs  of  Rome^ 
than  to  form  the  mind  to  the  reception  of  evangeli- 
cal truth,  or  the  heart  to  tjie  love  and  fervice  of  a 
reconciled  God.  And  the  zeal  of  thefe  apoilles, 
fiercely  as  it  burned  to  make  converts  to  their 
©pinions,  burned  more  fiercely  in  inquifitorial 
flames,  againft  all  who  wifhed  toAvorfhip  God  iu 
the  way  they  called  herefy,  and  oppofed  their  falfc- 
hood  and  perverfion  of  the  docSlrines  of  the  gofpcl, 
as  well  as  condemned  their  idolatry  and  fuperfti- 
tious  pradlices,  as  fubverfivc  of  its  mod  fundamental 
principles. 

A  feeble  effort  was  made  from  Geneva,  to  fend 
piflionaries  to  Amefica,  among  the  pooc  untufore4 


432^  IMF AKTIAL  RI^tORT  OF  [PcT.  3s 

Indians :  though  no  fuccefs  appears  to  have  foU 
lowed  the  attempt.  The  fettlemcnts  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  in  North  America,  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
century,  laid  a  foundation  for  a  happier  illue ;  and 
opened  that  great  door  and  efFedlual  for  the 
preaching  the  gofpel  which  hath  fince  been  at- 
tended with  fuch  abundant  fuccefs.  Yet  it  muft 
not  be  concealed,  and  ought  for  ever  to  be  lament- 
ed, that  fettlemcnts  made  with  commercial  views, 
however  ultimately  the  means  of  introducing  the 
true  religion,  have  ufually  commenced  with  a6ls  of 
oppreffion  highly  indefcnfibic ;  and  with  the  erec- 
tion of  a  dominion  in  lands  to  which  the  iilvaders 
had  nojuft  title.  God  can  indeed  briilg  good  out 
of  human  evil,  but  the  evil  is  not  the  left,  becaufe 
of  the  providential  benefits  ultiniatcly  i-cfulting 
from  the  commerce  or  conqucfts  of  wicked  men. 


CUAP. 
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CHAP,  vn* 

ON  THK  PROGRESS  Ol^  tRR  TltUE  (!fkuAdit. 

WHEN  the  feformatiori  became  cftabliflied^ 
the  different  nattons  pfofcffing' the  Chrif- 
tian  name  divided :  three  great  bodies,  each  claim^ 
ing  to  be  the  true  Churchy  and  in  general  exclufivety 
ib,  compofed  the  Chriftian  World*  The  moft  an- 
cient, the  Greek  Church  ;  the  more  modern,  the  La- 
tin or  Wejlern  Church  ;  and  the  late  vaft  rent  made 
from  it,  now  diftinguiflied  by  the  ProUjiant  Churchy 
As  my  objedl  in  this  account,  is  the  Spiritual 
Church  of  Chrift,  and  not  the  formal  and  nominal 
one,  which  under  pomp^  ceremonies,  arid  (iiperfli- 
tion  had  fmothered  all  vital  godllncfs,  my  chief  at'- 
tention  will  be  confined  to  the  latter.  Ndr  there- 
in (hall  I  prefume  to  find  a  general  body  of  real 
Chriftians,  far  from  it.  The  faithful  werd  ever  few. 
The  Pfoteftants  themfelves,  as  a  body,  were  only 
in  Tuime^  what  their  confeflions  of  faith  (hould  have 
led  thetrt  to  be  in  reality ;  and  therefore  among 
them,  as  eVer  before,  the  Spiritual  Church  muft 

be  followed  by  the  traces  of  the  Croft  Under  which 
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it  groaned,  and  the  reproach  of  Chrift,  which  ever 

reded  upon  the  difciples  of  the  Son  of  God ;  as  it 

Vol.  IL  F  f  muft 


mud:  forever  do  on  thofe,  who  holding  up  the  word 
of  light,  in  its  purity,  and  adorning  it  by  a  convcr- 
fation  becoming  godiinefs,  upbraid  their  fellows 
for  their  hypocrify,  and  c^erelidlion  of  the  prin- 
ciples, which  they  have  profefled  ;  bearing  witneis 
to  their  deeds,  that  they  are  wrought  in  darkoe/s : 
and  thus  as  iharply  conden)ning  unfaithful  Pro- 
tedants,  and  apoiiates  from  the  gofpcl,  aa  th» 
idolatries  of  popery^  and  the  debafcmeats  of  fit- 
perftrtion. 


SECT.  r. 


THE   GREEK   CHUECH. 


THIS  eldeft  branch  of  Chriftianity  ftill  fub- 
fifts,  though  reduced  by  the  Mahomedaa 
power  to  the  loweft  diflrefs  ;  and  deprived  of  all 
its  former  fplendour.  Every  attempt  to  form  a 
union  with,  or  rather  to  obtain  a  fubmiflion  to, 
the  Roman  pontiffs^  conflantly  failed  ;  and  ended 
ufually  in  mutual  anathemas.  After  the  taking  of 
Conftantinople,  the  glpry  of  her  patriarch  faded 
greatly,  and  his  dominion, was  equally  reduced; 
though  he  flill  excrcifed  fome  authority  over  the. 
other  three  great  patriarchates  of  Alexandria,  An- 
liocb,  and  Jeruialem.     Ruflia,  the  prcfent  chief 

member 
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member  of  his  communion,  has  long  \)irithdrawn 
herfelf  from  bis  obedience,  and  is  governed  by  her. 
own  patriarch,  who  acknowledges  no  dependeocc 
on  Conftantinople.     His  nominal  dominion,  how-* 
ever,  is  dill  wide,   extending  over  all  the  Eaft^ 
Greece;  the  ifles  of  the  Archipelago,  Walachia,' 
Moldavia,  and  reaching  into  Poland.    But  the  very 
abafed  (late  of  the  Gredcs,  their  ignorance,  fuper-* 
Aition,  and  total  abandonment  of  all  that  can  be 
reckoned  worthy  the  name  of  Chriftian,  rendera 
their  hiftory  little  interefling,  where  Ihe  obje6l  is 
the  enquiry  into  the  living  Church.  . 

The.divifions,  that  have  been  mentbned  before, 
iiill  fiibfifled  in  the  eaftern  church.  The  Nefto- 
rians,  and  Monophyfite  Chriftians  had  their  inde- 
pendent patriarchs  ;  not  under  the  Conflantinopo- 
litan  jurifdidlion,  and*  if  any  real  religion  fubiified 
it  was  probably  to  be  found  among  the  Neftorians^ 
who  were  faid  to  be  neither  fo  fuperftitioos,  nor  fi> 
much  loaded  with  rites  and  ceremonies,  as  their 
brethren.  The  Jacobites,  Cophts,  Armenians, 
Abyflinians,  and  a  variety  of  inferior  fcdls,  were 
branches  of  one  or  other  of  th^fe  greater  fcdlaries. 
They  had  their  own  convents,  bifliops,  and  paftors, 
equally  jealous  of  their  independence,  and  I  fear 
in  general  far  from  every  thing  which  could  de^ 
ferve  the  name  of  real  godlinefs.  The  Romi(h 
niiiHonaries  have  exerted  their  endeavours  to  bring 

F  f  2  over 
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over  all  thefe  various  fedtaries  to  the  church  of 
Rome ;  and  have,  by  influence  and  money^  pre- 
vailed on  fomc  congregations  to  make  profeffion  of 
obedience  to  the  Roman  pontiff:  on  which  new 
bifhops  and  patriarchs  have  been  pompoufly  created 
to  fill  thefe  Rdmifh  fees,  under  an  idea  of  his  re- 
covered dominion.  But  in  general  it  hath  been  an 
impoiition ;  and  the  converts  to  Romanifm  only 
held  in  fubjedtion  whilft  the  caufe  operated,  of 
poverty  receiving  fupport. 

As  impotent  have  been  the  efforts  of  Rome 
to  obtain   dominion   over    the  rifing   nation   of 
the  Ruffians :   all  attempts  in  the  iffuc  proved 
abortive ;  and  have  for  a  long  while  been  aban- 
doned. 

Whatever  dignity  or  prerogatives  are  ftill  pre- 
ferved  to  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  he  is 
obliged  to  purchafe  them  dearly  of  the  Turkiih 
vizier.  And  though  an  eledlion  to  that  high  office  is 
made  by  the  adjacent  biihops,  yet  through  the  am- 
bition of  fuprcmacy,  temptingthefe  bafe  ccclefiaftics' 
on  one  hand,  iand  the  avarice  of  the  Turkifh  rulers 
on  the  other,  the  changes  are  frequent,  and  the 
fee  goes  to  the  bcft  bidder,  who  is  fometimes  hard- 
ly enthroned,  before  he  lofes  his  honours  and  pur- 
chafe money,  to  be  difplaced  by  fomc  other  bifhop, 


^ho  cau  bribe  higher. 
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The  flate  of  contempt,  oppreffipn,  and  ignorance 
into  which  they  are  funk  under  the  Mahomedan 
government  is  deplorable ;  and  the  corruption  of 
manners  among  their  priefts  and  people  awfully 
univerfal :  tenacious  only  of  their  miferable  forms 
and  ceremonies,  in  which  all  their  ChriAianity  con- 
fids,  and  firangers  alike  to  the  gofpel  dodirines, 
and  the  purity  of  godlinefs.  The  latell  accounts 
of  the  Abyflinian  church,  by  Bruce,  hardly  mani- 
fed  a  ray  of  true  Chriftianity  remaining.  ,And 
Ruilia  even  now,  has  fcarcely  emerged  from  the 
common  fink  of  ignorance^  iotemperapcef  and 
fupisrilition.    . 

The  Lutherans  at  firft  attempted  to  form  a  union 
with  the  patriarch  of  Confiantinople,  and  the  wife 
and  gentle  Melandlhon,  fent  their  confcffion  of 
faith  to  him.  But  alas !  the  pride  of  Greece  was 
juil  as  great'  as  the  pride  of  Rome  s  and  coalition 
with  the  fuperftitions  of  the  one  as  impradicable 
as  with  the  other.  Since  then  I  believe  they  have 
been  left  without  farther  application,  to  the  enjoyp 
nicnt  of  their  own  faints^  relics,  dignity,  poverty, 
pride,  and  ignorance. 


Ff3  SECT. 
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SECT.    11. 


THE  CHURCH   OF   ROMS. 


THE  right  arni  of  popi(h  power  and  dcrniintOR 
tvas  cut  off  by  the  reformation.  Every  at- 
tempt to  regain  tjaeir  loft  authority  has  proved 
abortive.  Thoufands  upon  thoufands  have  fallen 
by  the  fword  of  war,  and'the  inquifitors,  but  the 
fatal  blow  was  flruck,  and  though  every  effort  hath 
been  made  to  heal  the  deadly  wound,  it  was  in- 
curable ;  and  Rome  now  feems  baftenipg  ^  to 
iinal  dieftrudtion;* 

Yet  the  pontifical  fee  remained  eminent  in  power^ 
•wealth  and  dignity ;  and  iorded  it,  though  no( 
with  fuch  defpotic  power  as  before,  over  the  nations 
tinder  its  obedience.  A  new  model  was  formed 
for  the  political  management  of  its  interefts  ;  and 
though  none  of  its  pretenfions  were  abated,  a  ge- 
neral council  was  ftill  fupppfcd  by  many  to  be  para- 
mount over  all  the  Chriftians  in  the  Roman  pale. 
However,  the  infallibility  of  the  holy  fee  became 
better  fecurcd  by  a  previous  confultation  with  the 
principal  cardinals,  in  matters  of  religious  contro- 
yerfy  ;  which  prudence  now  made  neceflary,  before 

any 
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tny  bull  iflfiied.  A  vanety  of  {eptarsLtsconprgations 
were  eflablilhed,  for  different  branches  of  bufineTs, 
among  which  one  fpr  reiics  is  not  forgotten  ;  that 
all  matters  might  be  tranfadled  with  the  profoundeli 
policy,  and  occaiions  prevented  for  Proteftant  ac- 
cufattons.  Ami  in  thefe  congregations  many  things 
wer6  carried,  and  adopted  in  oppofition  to  the  opi« 
aion  pf  the  infallible  bead. 

The  monarchs  of  Europe  gained  greatly  by  the 
reformation.  The  fulminations  of  the  pontifical 
fee  loft  all  the  momentum,  that  had  before  made 
the  ftrongeft  Coloflbs  to  tremble.  It  was  feen  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Englifh  King,  how  dangerous  it  w^s  to 
provoke  thofe  whp  could  Xo  eaiily  avenge  them- 
iiblves.  And  therefore  the  pon tiffin  cautmafly  con«« 
tented  with  affuming  the  fame  ^wer,  it]ode  a  virtus 
of  their  clemency  in  not  exerting  it^  AsJthey  c^old 
proceed  no  longer  in  the  way  of  ope&  war,  it  be-- 
came  more  needful  to  provide  ieoret,  bqt  ttAghVf* 
agents  to  prop  up  the  pillars  of  their  tottdring^ 
throne.  The  mel^dicant  ttibes  had  mtbei^  &l|e» 
into  difgrace,  and  fome  of  th(ir  branches  had  git^fi' 
much  vexation  to  the  holy  fee,  as  the  Fratricelli. 
Auxiliaries  were  wanted,  %\$d  fljidttid  iiKite  ieam- 
tng,  vastly  and  j^ius,  witK4be  mod  devoted  fub-^ 
mifiion  to  Rome  and  her  ppHtiffs>}  whofe  abititt^s- 
might  introduce  thefti  into  the  eabinMs  dfvmo^ 
Aar^bs  as  confefibrs ;  whofe  fcience  might  difpel 

F  f  4  ignorance 
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Ignorance  from  the  fcfaools ;  and  whofe  unlimited 
obedience  might  render  them  proper  tools,  to  ipread 
as  miffionaries,  the  Roman  fupremacy,  through  the 
old  world  and  the  new  :  cxa6Uy  fuch  were  found 
in  the  order  of  Jefuils.     The  fanatic,  but  intrepid 

Loyola  was  their  founder ;  and  the  Ro- 
JLN.  1550.  man  fee  adopted  them  with  cordial  af- 

fevStion,  as  its  devoted  fatellites;  im- 
pofing  on  them,  among  other  common  vows  of 
obedience,  poverty,  and  chaftity,  an  additional 
engagement,  "  to  haften  without  hefitation  to  any 
"  part  of  the  earth,  and  for  any  purpofe,  which  the 
5*  pontiff  (hould  enjoin  them."  For  this  end,a choice 
fele(^ion  was  made,  of  the  moft  ingcnipus,  the 
moft  learned,  the  moft  adroit,  and  the  beft  Hcilled 
in  mechanic  arts,  as  well  as  mathematics,  paintings 
and  philofophy.  Their  zeal  and  adlivity  roufed 
the  flumbeiinjB;  Francifcans  and  Dominicans  to 
jealoufy.  They  buckled  oa  their  armour  afrelh, 
and  (harpent;d  their  weapons  to  conteft  the  palm 
of  viiSlory  writh  thcii  brethren  of  the  new  frater- 
nity ;  ^n4  ip  OQibing  yield  to  them  in  devotion, 
4nd  loyalty  to  the  {)Q)y  fee* 

The  9Ccopfin)qdating  unanners  of  this  new  order ; 
their  profound  difSfiYplation  ^  their  artful  infinua* 
tipn  into  the  courts  of  princes,  and  the  (ecrets  of 
znenj  tb^ir  penetration  in  the  difcovery  of  the 

.beft 
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1>eft  means  of  cfieAing  thdr  purpofes ;  and  their 
eafioefi  in  relaxing  the  feverity  of  penance  and 
morals,  according  to  the  rank  of  the  penitent ;  Ibon 
procured  them  univerfal  preference.  All  the  ma- 
lice and  envy  of  their  brethren,  though  exerted  to 
bring  them  into  fufpicion,  and  to  diminifli  their 
influence,  was  abortive.  The  favour  of  Rome,  but 
much  more  their  own  policy  and  cunning,  preferved 
and  increafed  the  credit  of  the  order,  and  ratfed  it 
to  thefummit  of  emiitence,  above  all  their  fellows; 
an  eminence  they  long  maintained :  and  by  their 
activity  and  artifice  fupported  and  enlarged  the 
bounds  of  the  papal  jurifdidion. 

Yet  in  the  vigour  of  youth,  and  the  zenith  of 
their  profperity,  the  good  archbilhop  of  Dublin, 
Brown,  ventured  to  pronounce  their  doom  with  a 
preciiion  approaching  prophecy.  After  fpeaking  in 
his  fermon  of  the  wondrous  progrefs  the  Jefuits 
^ere  making  in  the  world,  and  which  their  very 
conflitution  was  formed  to  produce,  he  add^,  but, 
*f  God  Ihall  fi^ddenly  cut  oft'  this  fociety,  even  by 
"  the  Ij^nd  pf  thofe  who  have  moft  fuccoured  them, 
'.^  and  ipado  ijfe  of  them,  fo  that  at  the  end  they 
"  (hall  become  odious  to  all  nations.  They  (hall 
f^  have  no  reding  place  upon  earth,  anda#ew  (hall 
"  have  mpre  favour  than  a  Jefuit."  The  appointed 
time  came.    The  Kooiaii  power  itfelf  is  humbled 

to 
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to  thi  duft,  and  to  thi»  notbiifg  has  move  eoirtm 
buted  than  thedeftrudionortb»¥ery<>rderlyf  the 
popti  iee  itfelf.    An.  1773. 

A  variety  of  other  orders  arofe,  whoie  natnea  I 
ihall  only  mention,  without  their  particularities, 
the  TheaiineSy  Barnabites^  Fathers  €f  Siwu^fuo, 
Priefii  cf  ths  Oratory ,  &c.  ail  jprofeffing  to  remc 
the  ancient  fan^iity  of  manners,  and  to  exhibit  a 
pnrer  model  than  the  debafed  ftate  of  the  monai^ 
tic  orders,  and  the  clergy  in  general  afForded. 
This  decline  was  a  favourite  ti^o  of  the  reformers. 
Jndeed  their  rebukes,  I  may  call  them  inve^vei, 
roufed  the  whole  facerdotal  tribe  to  a  greater  de- 
cency of  conduct.  The  inferior  clei^y  at  leaft, 
put  on  a  face  of  gravity,  and  external  Ibbriety  and 
fcrioufnefs ;  and  the  difftrcnt  orders  entered  upon 
various  reforms;  a  proof  how  much  they  were 
needed.  Hence  arpfe  the  new  branch  of  Fran- 
cifcans,  Mho  adopted  the  rigorous  rules  of  St. 
Francis,  and  bear  the  name  of  Capuchins^  from  the 
additional  cowl  added  to  their  habit ;  which  inno- 
vation offended  highly  many  of  their  brethren  ;  but 
was  confirmed  by  the  Pope,  and  contintres  tbq 
badge  of  their  order. 

So  far  indeed  the  church  of  Rome  itfelf  highly 
profited  by  the  reformation.     The  honour  of  their 

vocation, 
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vocation,  and  Ihc  dcfire  to  f cmova  the  Teproadres 
of  the  Lutlierans,  produced  ipuch  more  beneficiii} 
efFedls  than  all  the  canons  of  tl!«  councfll  of  Trent^ 
Nor  lefs  did  the  fame  caufe  operate,  in  ftimulating 
them  to  excd  in  literature;  wherein  the  Jefuitd 
ftt  an  admirable  example.  Indefatigable  in  parfuit 
of  knowledge  themfelves,  they  became  the  pre- 
ceptors to  others,  in  all  polite  literature  as  well  as 
theological  learning.  Still  adhering  however  to 
Ariftotelian  fubtleties  in  difpute,  in  order  to  puzzle 
adverfaries,  whom  they  could  not  confute.  HentQ 
the  Romifti  church  fiarnifhed  a  hoft  of  men,  fci^ 
in  reputation  for  attainments  in  fcience  of  every 
kind.  And  thus  they  were  as  much  indebted  to 
the  reformation,  for  the  re\nval  of  literature,  as  fot 
the  amendment  of  their  morals. 

Yet  this  amendment  rather  reached  the  inferior 
than  the  fuperior  clergy.  The  popes  themfelves, 
though  more  decent  in  general  than  before,  con- 
jLinued  many  of  them  todifhonour  the  high  ilation 
•  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  Ihewed  themiclves 
as  much  beyond  (hame  as  above  controul.  In  the 
J:>eginning  of  the  century,  Prus  the  Third,  had,  be- 
fides  other  a<3s  of  atrocity  charged  upon  him,  raifed 
his  two  bafiard  fons,  in  their  infancy,  to  be  cardi* 
pals.  And  his  fucceflbr,  Julius  the  Third,  was  no 
jEboner  feated  on  the  throne  of  St.  Peter,  than  h« 

placed 
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placed  the  red  hat  on  the  bend  of  the  boy,  who 
was  the  keeper  of  his  monkeys^  and  the  6bje6l  of 
his  infamous  pallioq. 

The  greater  biihops,  whof^  immenfe  revenues 
afforded  them  all  the'Tnagnificence  of  earthly  gran- 
deur, difplayed  few  of  the  features  of  the  lowly 
Nazarcan.  Many  of  them  princes  of  the  empire, 
exhibited  all  the  pomp  of  majefty,  as  well  as  the 
luxury.  And  the  courts  of  monarchs  attached  the 
prelates  in  general,  more  than  their  diocefca ;  to 
which  they  regarded  it  as  a  kind  of  banifliment, 
to  be  confined.  Yet  upon  the  whole,  throughout 
the  papal  pale,  there  was  a  confiderable  change  for 
the  better  in  the  manners  of  the  clergy  ;  and  they 
became  in  general  lefs  profligate,  and  their  minds 
better  informed. 

An.  1545.  The  council  of  Trent  had  aflemblcd 
to  afccrtain  the  do£lrines^  reftore  the  difciflhie^  and 
correal  the  marmers  oi  \ht  Church  ;  to  all  which  it 
applied  but  InefFcdtual  and  mifcrable  remedies. 
Though  the  papal  power  fwayed  all  the  delibera- 
tions, and  the  legates  didlated  the  decrees,  ftill  the 
popes  arrogated  to  themfelves  the  fole  right  of  m- 
terpreting  them.  And  for  that  purpofc,  an  efpecial 
congregation  at  Rome  was  appointed.  So  that  after 
all  the  pretences  of  the  councirs  deliberation  aqd 
dccifion,  it  remained  with  the  pontiff  to  enforce 

what 
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what  he  approved,  and  to  interpret  the  reft  accord-' 
ing  to  his  own  pleafure  and  intereft.  Thus  after . 
the  farce  of  many  years  aflembling  and  debating^ 
all  depended  flill  upq^i  the  great  interpreter.  It 
was  impoffible  therefore,  that  any  other  refult 
fhould  ipring  from  all  this  wondrous  body  of  col- 
le6led  wifdom,  than  juft  what  we  fee,  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  defpotic  power  of  the  Roman  prelate, 
and  the  confirmation  of  all  paft  abufes,  with  the 
addition  of  many  more. 

I  (hall  not  enter  into  the  decrees  of  this  council^ 
which  would  carry  me  too  far,  and  (hiil!  only  ob- 
ferve  that  its.decifions  were  admitted  only  partially 
in  fome  ftates,  and  with  modifications  and  ialvos  in 
others.  Nor  did  its  determinations  put  an  end  to 
the  difputes  of  Catholics  among  themfelves,  any 
more  than  prove  in  the  Icaft  fatisfa<51ory  or  coti- 
vincing  to  the  Proteftants.  Their  boafted  tmity  of 
do6lrine  was  very  weak  indeed  :  and  the  reproach 
caft  on  the  Proteftants,  and  their  diftercnces  of 
opinion,  and  which  indeed  they  defervcd  for  ihoir 
religious  difputes,  was  as  applicable  to  the  paplfts 
themfelves.  Francifcans  againft  Dominicans,  an<i 
Thomifts  againft  Scotifts,  maintained  unceafing 
battle.  The  biftiops  contended  for  their  divine 
right  and  jurifdi<ftion  againft  the  Pope,  who  denied 
them  both,  but  as  a  favour  of  the  holy  fee.  The 
Galilean  church  maintained  her  liberties  againft 

papal 
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papal  encroachments ;  and  all  on  this  iide  the 
xnoQDtains  exalted  the  Supremacy  of  generalr  coun- 
cils above  the  Romaen  fee.  The  Jefuits  drew  upon 
thcmfelvcs  the  kcencft  in  vc(Slivcs  of  tb€Benedi<3ine3 
and  others^  for  their  impudent  encroachments,!  and 
fufpicious  nK>raIity.  Maltcrsof thegreateft  moment 
continued  to  be  difputcd",  nor  could  all  the  efforts 
of  the  pontiffs  compel  or  induce  the  angry  com- 
batants  to  filence.  The  power  and  jurifdidlion  of 
the  fee  of  Rome — the  fubjedls  of  the  Catholic 
church — the  nature,  neceflity,  and  efficacy  of 
grace — the  principles  of  morale — ^the  operation  of 
the  facramcntfi — the  beft  mode  of  Chrifiian  m- 
ilmdiion — Tbcfc,  and  many  other  points^  were 
difputed  with  abundant  acrimony.  , 

fl 
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The  council  of  Trent  made  no  alteration  in  rites 
and  ceremonies.  Many  indeed  defired  a  reforma- 
tion in  the  grofler  abufes  ;  but  this  was  touching 
prieftcraft  in  a  tender  part.  The  papal  legates  and 
tlicir  [xirty  therefore  warded  off  the  blow.  Idolatry, 
imager,  relics,  frauds,  maintained  their  ground. 
Indeed  where  the  Protcftants  are  fiill  numerous, 
or  their  proximity  makes  more  circumfpecSlion 
needful,  the  more  ofFenfive  adls  of  idolatry,  and  the 
grofler  frauds  are  avoided.  But  in  the  more  en- 
flaved  countries  of  Romanifm,  in  Italy,  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  their  colonics,  there  fuperftition  fiill 
reigns  triumphant,  and  fraud  and  folly  appear  with- 
out 
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out  a  blufh^  The,  hlood  of  St  Januarii;s  regularly 
liquefie3  ;  ^p4  the  milk  of  the  Virgin  ja  as  frelb  as 
if  it  had  heen^  m&  djcawa  from  her  breads  ia  Fa<-^ 
Icfiine. 

I 

The  Bible  was  one  of  the  forbidden  books  wbich. 
the  people  might  not  confult  without  permiffion. 
And  no  man  amil  cormpent  oa  the  Scriptures,  eren 
in  private^  in  any  way  tlipereut  from  the  language 
of  the  Church.:  nor  pri^t  without  a-Ucenie.  Sor 
truly  is  the  key  of  knowledge  rcfervcd  by  the  pqpes. 
in  their  own  cuftody.  And  wherever  their  imperi- 
ous decrees  are  obeyed,,  the  Holy  Scriptures  arc  a 
book  lcale4ji^  and  all  divine  knowledge  confined  to 
the  ufti/crable  mafs  and  breviary,  and  fuch  wretch-* 
ed  difcourfes  as  ferve  to  fix  the  ignorance  of  divine 
things  mpre,inyeter;itej  by  infpiring  confidetice  ia. 
tbeir  qwn.  dcgeivodjOnd  deceiving  fpiritual  guidea. 

■  '  "• 

Itwas./idipulous  ^enough,  that  in  this  wife  af- 
fen)bly,  the  U-zdj^aU^  .the  ancient  Latin  trai)fiatioa 
of  the. Bible  thea  in.  ufe,  .though  full  of  the  groflcft 
miftakes  an4'deviations  jfrom  the  original^  was  con* 
fecrated  fgr  ever  as  the  only  authentic  and  ^crfeSt 
tranflation.;  ajAd  withal  it  was  determined^  that 
this  verdon  (bould  be  accurately  revijed  and  cor* 
reiledy  and  a  new  edition  publifhed  by  authority ; 
and  this  too  was  juver  done :  fb  that  the  people 
were  leftia  the  ^ranged  fituation  imaginable,  and 
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the  teachers  themfelves  in  circumftances  the  molt 
emharaiSng:  compelled  to  ufe  as  a  confecrated 
tranflation,  from  which  they  may  not  depart,  a  ver- 
fion  confefledly  in  need  of  correction  ;  and  pro- 
mifed  a  new  edition  flill  more  perfetSt,  which  was 
never  taken  in  hand. 

The  ftate  of  pure  religion,  in  a  Church  fo  cor- 
rupt, even  in  the  fountain  head  itfelf,  may  eafily 
be  conceived  t  where  all  godline&  confided  in  im- 
plicit obedience  to  the  holy  fee,  and  exad  atten- 
tion to  the  formularies  of  devotion,  the  perform- 
ance of  penance,  and  the  purchafc  of  indulgences. 
Yet  we  muft  not  fuppofe,  that  the  whole  body  was 
utterly  deftitute  of  the  life  of  Chriftianity.  Amidd 
all  the  prevailings  of  iniquity,  and  the  fenntude  of 
fuperftition,  the  writings  of  feme  of  thofe  who  were 
called  myjiical  divines^  fliew,  that  they  cultivated 
ft  ill  the  religion  of  the  heart;  and  however  debafed 
by  prejudice  and  error,  fuppofed  the  life  of  godli- 
nefs  to  confift  in  a  flate  of  confcious  favour  and 
communion  with  God ;  producing  real  purity  of 
mind,  and  holinefs  of  converfation.  But  it  muft 
be  confeffed,  thefe  were  few  and  hidden  :  in  filence 
and  retirement,  they  avoided  obfei-vation,  and 
therefore  efcaped  the  charge  of  hereiy,  which  would 
have  certainly  faftencd  upon  them,  if  they  had  not 
been  content  to  keep  their  religion  to  themfelves. 

Jefuitical 
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JcfuitiQal  religion,  inquifitorial  religion,  the  cfta- 
bliftied,  religion  of  popery,  will  allow  us  to  look  to 
fuch  a  religion  with  abhorrence  only,  and  no  hope* 

m 

We  turn  therefore  to- a  more  pleafing  fcene,  the 
Church  reformed  from  ,the  abominations  of  popery; 
not  but.that  we  (hall  find  therein  much  to  lament, 
and  much  to  pondemn.  Yet,  there  the  living  body 
fubfifted  of  pure  religion,,  and  undefiled  ;  therein 
we  (half  difcover  genuine  Chriflianity ;  and  though 
fmall,  a  feed  that  (hall  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  gene- 

•      •   • 

ration,  the  remnant  according  to  the  eledlion  of 
grace.    . 


*9-ii^i 


.     SECT.  ill. 

ON  THE  CHURCH  ^REFORMED  FROM  THB  ERRORS 

OF  POPBRY. 

I  AM  entering  on  a  fubjedl:,  in  which  it  is  difli- 
cult  to  maintain  that  abfolute  impartiality  which 
is  fo  defirtiblc  ;  and  not  to  be  warped  into  niifrc- 
prefentation  by  edfacational  prejudices^  To  have 
a  decided  opinion  in  a  matter  fo  momentous,  as 
regards  the  falvation  of  mcn*s  ibuls,  is  our  duty, 
and  highly  approvable :  but,  though  a  Protcftant, 
I  will  pledge  myfelf  intentionally  not  to  deceive  ( 
Vol.  II.  G  g  and 
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and  will  fpcak  the  truth  as  far  ^s  I  know^  it,  whe- 
t1ier  rcfpe(fting  Proteftaht  or  Papift,  or  the  dififerent 
denominatrons  among  ourfelves,  without  hiding 
the  blemifhes  of  my  own.  I  can  truly  aver,  I  feci 
/imply  truth,  as  it  is  revealed  in  the  Bible  i  and  I 
mean  to  etnbrace  it  in  a  profeffion  open  and  un- 
diiguifed,  of  whatever  I  find  in  the  Scriptu'fe,  ft* 
fpe6Hng  the  dddlrihfc  6t  difcipline  of  th(6  ttXxt 
thurch :  arid  wherever  I  am  miftaken  In^iiiy  re- 
prefentatioris,  my  cars  are  open  to  convitflion;  and 
ray  pen  ready  to  corredl  unintentional  errors. 

The  body  of  Proteftants  who  feparated  from  thi? 
Romifh  communion,  may  be  comprifed  under 
three  grand  divisions.  In  each  of  thefe  a  variety 
of  (hades  of  difference  in  do6lrine  and  difcipline 
will  be  found.  The  Lutheran^^Xht  Calvini/i — ^and 
the  Heterodox — or  fiich  as  departed  from  their 
brethren  in  thofe  articles  of  faith,  which  both  the 
others  had  laid  down  as  fundamental,  and  eflen- 
tial  to  falvation. 


1.  THE  LUTHERAN  CHURCH. 

THE  great  reformer,  Luther,  left  his  name,  as 
the  mark  of  union  in  that  Church,  which  was  in  a 
peculiar  manner  indebted  to  his  labours.  We  have 
feen  its  rife,  through  the  intrepid  oppofition  of  an 
Auguflin  monk,  to  the  papal  abufcs  :  the  cxclu- 

■     ^  fion 
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iion  ofthofe  who  adhered  to  him  from  the  Roman 
pale,  by  the  excommunication  of  Leo  X  ;  the  vi- 
gorous ftruggle,  till  tie  confejfion  of  Augjburg ; 
when  it  began  to  grow  into  its  prcfent  form  ;  its 
final  emancipation  from  all  pontificaL  authority  i 
and  its  legal  independence  eftabliflied  by  the  fa- 
cification '  of  Taffau  j.  ahd^  laftly^  by  the  feace  of 
Augjburg. 

The  :leadirlg  principle  of  the  reformation  is,  that 

THE   BlBl«E    ALONE    CONTAINS   THE    EELIjGION    oi* 

pROTfe&TJlNTS,  which  cvcry  man  is  to  read  and 
confider ;  and  thenfce  alone  to  draw  all  the  articles 
tii  bis  faith  and  pradtice  :  and  nothing  is  binding 
upon- the  cOnfcience,  but  what  is  there  clearly  re-* 
vealedy  or  neceflarily  deducible  from  the  Scripture 
declarations.  Tbefe  afe  generally  admitted  prin-« 
fciples  ;  but  the  Proteftailt  Churches  have  feverally 
differed  in  the  application  of  fdme  of  them,  and 
tnanifeftcd  a  mod  blaftieable  bigotry  and  feverity 
towards  their  brethrenj  in  enforcing  their  own  in- 
terpretations of  the  Scripture ;  and,  that  often- 
timesj  according  to  their  own  acknowledgments, 
in  mat^s  not  efiential  to  falvatioti^ 

«  ■ 

To  maintain  nearer  union  of  fentiment  and  wor-f 
fhip  among  themfelves,  each  Church  has  adopted 
particular  confeilions  and  formularies,  which  have 

G  g  2  been 
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been  laid  down  as  neceflary  to  commnnion  with 
that  body  :  and  thus  hath  often  contraAed  griev- 
oufly  the  circle  of  excluiion  refpedling  their  breth- 
ren, who  hold  with  them  one  head  Chrift,  and  one 
faith  in  all  ciiehtial  articles* 

The  Lutheran  doctrine  is  avowed  to  be  com- 
prifed  in  the  Angjburg  Confejjlon  ;  and  in  Melanc- 
thon*s  Apology  for  it,  in  reply  to  the  popifli  objec<^ 
tions ;  thefe  are  regarded  as  of  firft  authority  : 
though  it  muft  be  confefled,  fomc  of  the  opinions 
refpedling  the  real  prefence  in  the  Eucharift,  are 
far  more  objediionable,  in  the  Apology  than  in  the 
Confeffion.  The  articles  of  Smakaldj  drawn  up  by 
Luther,  with  a  view  to  heal,  if  poflible,  the  dis- 
putes raifcd,  have  foftened  down  fome  of  the 
harfher  expreffions  of  the  Augfburg  Confeffion  ; 
and  with  the  catechijms  of  the  great  Maftcr,  are 
j:cceived  in  that  Church  as  dire6lorial.  Whilft  the 
fumi  of  concord,  aflerting  the  ubiquity  of  Chrift's 
human  body,  and  the  real  prefence  in  the  facrament, 
with  the  brand  of  herefy,  and  the  fentcnce  of  ex- 
communication fixed  upon  all  who  did  not  receive 
thefe  dogmas,  though  it  was  (Irongly  maintained 
and  fupported  by  the  more  rigid  Saxon  divines  of 
the  Lutheran  perfuafion,  was  as  warmly  difputed, 
and  rcjc6lcd,  by  the  more  moderate. 


Ik 
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The  leading  dodlrines  of  the  Augfburg  ConfeA 
lion  are,  the  tnie  and  ejfential  divinity  of  the  Son  cf 
God; 

His  fubftitution  and. vicarious  Jacrifice  ;  and 
The  neceffity^  freedom ^  and  efficacy ^  of  divine  grace 
upon  the  human  heart. 

Where  God,  the  Son,  is  thus  known,  as  a  real 
Saviour  to  the  uttermoft  ;  and  God  the  Spirit  ac- 
knowledged in  the  experience  of  his  influence  on 
the  confcience,  why  (hould  any  thing  afterwards 
be  permitted  to  break  the  bands  of  union  between 
thofe  who  have  been  admitted  to  friendjhip  with 
God? 

ft 

Refpedling  the  government  of  the  Church  and 
its  forms,  it  is  admitted  univerfally  among  the  Lu- 
therans, that  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  State,  is 
the  head  of  all  authority,  in  what  relates  to  caufes 
eccleiiaflical  as  well  as  civil ;  and,  that  the  Church 
is  fubjetfl  to  the  powers  that  are  eftabliflied  :  though 
no  power  has  authority  to  alter  the  revealed  word 
of  God,  or  to  impofe  upon  the  confcience  arbitrarily 
its  own  diiElates — confent,  not  conftraint,  muft  form 
Chriftian  union.  The  forms  therefore  of  religion 
to  be  obferved,  though  generally  fuch  as  had  been 
before  in  the  Church,  were  purged  from  fuperfti-r 
tion  and  error  ;  and  thefe  forms  not  fo  uniformly 
prefcribed,    but  that   fome  h^ve  retained   rites, 

G  g  3  which 
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iKrhicb  bthcrs  have  rejc£lod  without  a  breach  of 
unity  of  fpirit ;  as  they  agree  that  indifferebt  tbiog« 

(hall  be  left  indifferent. 

.  This  13  fihgularly  evident  in  the  mode  of  cede-* 
fiaflical  government  eftabliihed  in  the  Lutheran 
church.  In  Sweden  it  continues  to  be  epifcopal. 
Iq  Norway  the  (ame.  In  Denmark,  under  the 
imme  o(  fuperintendanty  all  epifcopal  authprity  is 
retained.  Whilft,  through  Germany,  the  fuperior 
power  is  vefted  in  a  conjijiory,  over  which  there  is 
H  prefident,  with  a  diflin6li6n  of  raiik  and  privi^i* 
leges,  and  a  fubordination  of  inferior  clergy  to 
their  fuperiors,  different  from  the  parity  of  Prefby- 
terianifm. 

Though  the  feme  liturgical  form  is  not  every 
>vhere  obferved,  the  leading  features  of  worftiip  are 
alike.  The  public  fervice  on  the  Lord's  dj^  is 
univerfal ;  and  occafional  worfhip  at  other  times. 
The  holy  Scriptures  are  every  wiicre  read  in  the 
mother  tongue — Prayer,  without  a  liturgy,  though 
^fter  a  diredlory,  is  offered  to  God  in  Chrift — with 
praife  in  pfalms  and  hymns — Sermons  are  regu- 
larly preached  for  general  inftruAion — Catechifing 
ufed  for  the  riiing  generation — ^The  Lord's  fuppef 
is  celebrated  frequently,  by  all,  who,  after  exami- 
nation of  the  minifter,  are  judged  intelligent  and 
adoniffible.     The  great  tranfa<Slions  of  our  Lord 

arc 
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are  commemorated  at  the  ufual  feafons  ;  and  fome 
Lutheran  churches  obfcrve  feftivals,  which  others 
have  not  admitted. 

The  article  of  church  ccnfures,  fo  much  abufed 
and  fo  much  neglcdled,  was  by  the  Lutheran  re- 
gulation lodged  with  the  clergy  and  courts  of  their 
fuperintendance  ;  and  in  confequence  of  abqfes  on 
the  one  band  of  this  fpiritual  power,  and  contempt 
on  the  other  of  its  ccnfures,  this  branch  of  difci* 
pline  is  jn  a  very  degraded  (late :  and  the  more 
corruption  multiplies  in  manners,  the  lefs  ability 
is  there  to  reflrain  them.  Indeed,  in  the  Lutheran^ 
as  in  the  Anglican  Church,  the  perfonal  influence 
of  a  good  example,  and  the  zealous  difcharge  of 
the  minifterial  office,  will  do  more  to  awe  offender^ 
and  revive  difcipline,  than  any  Ibntcnces  pro- 
nounced in  fpiritual  courts.  Perhaps  the  feeling 
complaints  fo  often  uttered  of  the  want  of  all  dif- 
cipline, would  be  mod  efFedlually  removed,  if  thofe 
who  made  them,  fet  themfelves  more  zcalouily 
and  faithfully  to  warn  the  unruly,  to  inftru(3  the 
ignorant,  to  reftore  the  fallen  ;  and  in  preaching 
and  living,  to  fet  forth  the  true  apoftolic  dodlrine 
and  pradlice.  Their  rebukes  would  make  the 
proudcft  tremble ;  and  the  uniformity  of  their  con- 
f  erfatioQ  give  authority  to  their  exhortations.  ^  ^ 

G  g  4  The 
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The  Lutheran  Church  had,  by  the  peace  of 
Augfburg,  gained  a  firft  eftabliihment ;  but  the 
\'ery  contraft  which  had  fccured  its  liberty^  check* 
cd  its  progrefs ;  as  no  prelate,  dignitary,  or  other 
ccclefiaftic,  could  come  over  to  this  faith  and  wor- 
fliip,  without  the  forfeiture  of  all  his  ecclefiaflicai 
preferment.  To  this  the  Archbiftiop  of  Cologn 
was  obliged  to  fubmit ;  preferring  a  wife  and  Lu- 
tberanifm  to  his  archbiftiopric,  which  he  was  com- 
pelled to  refign.  However,  the  flcdfaft  abettors  of 
this  faith,  zealous  for  the  truths  they  held,  difap- 
pointed  all  the  open  and  fecret  attacks  of  their  ad-» 
verfaries,  to  bring  them  back  to  the  houfe  of  their 
prifon,  and  firmly  ftood  their  ground  ;  producing  a 
noble  army  of  defendants,  men  of  the  higheft  emi- 
nence for  literature,  as  Y^^ell  as  zeal  and  devotednefe 
to  Ghrift.  Among  them,  Melandhon,  Carlofladt, 
Camerarius,  Flaccus,  and  Chemnitz,  defervedly 
hold  the  firft  places.  By  thefe,  learning  in  all  its 
branches  was  promoted  and  cultivated.  The  mi- 
ferable  fcholaftic  theolopy  was  greatly  exploded  by 
Luther  and  his  noble  affbciates,  from  a  convidlion 
of  its  barren  and  unfruitful  nature,  and  a  more 
rational  mode  of  invefligation  of  the  divine  truths 
introduced,  where  the  Bible,  not  Arifiotle,  pre- 
vailed. Yet  they  defpifed  not  the  fair  deductions 
of  f)  llogiflic  reafoning,  whilft  they  wifhed  to  banifh 
the  jargon  of  terms,  and  the  fubtilties  of  fophifms, 

which 
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ix^hich  tended  merely  to  puzzle^  infiead  of  eluci- 
dating the  fubjeft. 

The  Theofophiftsy  difciples  of  Paracelfus,  addi(5ed 
to  chymiftry,  and  the  folution  of  bodies  into  their 
firft  principles,  with  the  moft  diligent  experiments^ 
joined  enthufiaftic  ideas  of  inward  illumination^  as 
the  means  of  arriving  at  difcoveries,  above  the  na- 
tive reach  of  human  faculties.  Hoffman,  and  the 
famous  Behman,  were  the  leaders  of  this  fchooL 
An  air  of  lingular  piety  and  myftic  devotion  en- 
gaged a  number  of  difciples  ;  and  names,  highly 
refpe<5table,  are  mentioned  as  favourers  of  theui, 
fuch  as  Arntd  and  Wegelius. 

As  theological  fcience  wojs  peculiarly  purfued, 
many  eminent  expofitors  of  Scripture  appeared ; 
none  more  revered  than  the  great  Reformer  him- 
felf,  from  whofe  fcntiments  it  is  to  be  juflly  la- 
mented that  his  difciples  have  lb  greatly  departed : 
and  whilft  they  honour  him  with  fuch  lingular  de- 
votion, difpute  the  moft  explicit  and  chara6leriftic 
do6lrines  of  his  theology  ;  of  which  I  have  given 
a  fpccimen  from  Luther's  tra<5l  againft  Erafmus. 
I  may  quote  an  acknowledgment  of  this,  from  the 
tranflator  of  Mofheim,  whether  to  the  honour  or 
difgrace  of  Luthcranifm,  let  every  impartial  judge 
determine.  "  The  dodlrincs  oi  ahfohte  fredeftina^ 
^^  tioitf  irrefifiihle  grace^  and  Ituman  impotencey  were 

"  never 
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*' never .  c?%rriecj  to  a  mor^  exceiliive  lengths  im^ 
'*  maintained  with  a  more  virulent  obftinacy,  by 
**  any  divine  than  they  were  by  Luther ;  but  in 
^*  tbcfe  times  be  has  very  few  followers  in  this  re- 
^  fpcift,  even  among  tbofe  who  bear  bis  name,*^ 
Of  wbpm  Dr.  Mofbeim  ftlfo  fays,  ♦*  That  the  cjoq- 
*^  tnne  of  the  Lutheran  Church  hath  chauged  by 
*^  degrees  its  original  form,  ^nd  been  improved  and 
*^  peffe6led  in  many  refpc^ls,  efpecially  in  the  ck)o 
•'  trioies  of  free  will,  predeJUnatioriy  and  other  poiniSy 
*^  in  wbiich  the  Lutheran  fyftems  of  divinity  of  an 
♦*  earliQr  date  are  fo  far  furpafled  by  tho(e  of  mo- 
**;d€rn  times,'*  Perhaps  theological  doctors  in  thift 
matter  may  ftill  differ,  and  prefer  the  ancient  truths 
to  mbdem  improvements  ;  nor  think  the  lengths,  to 
tvhich  Luther  carried  them,  excejjhey  nor  bis  de- 
fence of  them  either  virulent  or  ohjlinate.  Certain 
it  is,  that  if  there  be  any  thing  in  Lutheranifm  pe- 
culiarly excellent,  they  plead  for  it  with  a  very  bad 
grace,  who,  in  points  of  fuch  importance,  differ 
from  tlieir  leader,  and  impeach  his  wifdom  and  bis 
7U^^  in  defence  of  what  he  at  leiift  efleemed  of  the 
great  eft  confequence.  If  BodUct  and  the  papal 
writers  reproached  them  for  their  variations  from 
their  great  Reformer,  who  can  dare  to  fay,  there 
is  not  a  caufe  ? 

The  doctrine  of  juftif  cation  by  faith  iilone^  had 
never  a  clearer  cxpolito^'  than  Luther ;  the  plgin 

and 
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and  literal  fenfc  of  the  Scripture  he  adhered  to  as 
to  be  always  followed,  in  preference  to  all  allego* 
rical  and  fanciful  interpretations ;  and  bis  morale 
were  as  pure  as  his  doctrines  were  evangelical. 
Nor  can  I  by  any  means  think,  either  Luther  or 
Melan6thon  defe<5live,  ns  has  been  fuggefted,  for 
not  giving  a  reptlar  fyftem  of  morality ^  when,  it  is 
acknowledged,  by  thofc  who  prefume  to  cenfure 
them,  that  they  gave  the  fuUeft  pra6lical  rules  and 
inftruiSlions  under  the  heads  of  the  /aw,  Jm^  fret 
wili,  feith^  hope,  and  charity.  All  other  morals 
that  fpring  not  from  thefe  Chriftian  principles,  I 
prefume  they  difclaimed  and  djfdained. 

s 

Whatever  faults  men  were  pleafed  to  find  with 
Luther's  dodlrine  on  the  points  above  mentioned, 
when  he  was  dead,  none  murmured  difapprobation 
anyong  the  hoft  of  his  followers,  whilft  he  was  alive. 
In  the  nature  of  the  Eucharift,  Carloftadt  had  dared 
to  differ  from  him,  and  to  be  in  the  right ;  in  the 
reft  they  were  unanimous.  It  mull  be  admitted, 
that  Luther  was  a  (harp  difputant,  and  hardly 
brooked  oppofition — that  the  fummit  of  eminence, 
to  which  he  was  defervedly  advanced,  might  make 
him  jealous — or  treat  thofe  who  differed  from  him, 
with  too  much  afperity.  He  was  a  man  of  vehe- 
ment fpirit ;  the  times  were  rude  ;  and  differences 
of  opinion  were  not  met  with  the  candour  and  po- 
litenefs  of  more  modern  days.     I  mean  not  this  to 

excufo 
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excufc  what  is  condemnable,  but  as  a  caution  not 
to  judge  him  raihly,  if  his  zeal  at  any  time  appears 
to  OTerftep  the  bounds  of  temperance.  He  was  a 
man^  a  finful  man,  a  man  of  like  pailions  with 
other  corrupted  creatures ;  expofed  to  peculiar 
provocations,  and  of  a  temper  naturally  irafcible. 
Let  thofe  who  blame  him  avoid^^bis  miftakes,  and 
imitate  his  excellences, 

I  have  before  fpoken  of  his  harfli  treatment  of 
Carloftadt,  whom  his  intcreft  with  the  Elector 
Jrovc  from  his  native  land  ;  and  whatever  was 
pretended  as,  the  caufc,^he  real  one  n>ay  be  found 
in  their  difputes  about  the  Eiicharift.  The  fame 
difference  of  opinion  produced  his  difpleafure 
«gainft  SchwendkfcUlt^  a  Saxon  nobleman,  of  emi- 
nent piety  and  abilities,  who  inclining  more  to  the 
llmplicity  of  Zuinglius,  and  profelfing  his  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  errors  of  Luther  in  this  point  of  doc- 
trine, experienced  the  fame  harfti  treatment  from 
his  fovereign,  and  was  driven  into  baniChment, 

Ak.  1538.  His  difpute  with  his  difclpic  Agri- 
cola,  on  the  moral  law  and  its  obligation?,  refpecl- 
cd  a  fubjedl  of  more  importance  than  the  ideas  of 
real  f  reft  nee.  Carrying  his  views  of  the  abolition 
of  the  Mofaical  obligations,  to  the  moral,  as  well 
as  the  ceremonial  law,  Agricola  pleiided,  that  w^e 
were  no  longer  under  it,  as  our  rule  of  obedience, 

but 
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but  under  the  goTpel,  as  a  nobler  dirpet^fation  of 
faith  working  by  love.  From  this  man  the  term 
Antinomian  became  applied  to  thofe  who  followed 
this  idea ;  and  ibme  are  faid  to  have  pufhed  the 
dodlrine  to  the  fupport  of  thi^  moft  diilblute  aod 
immoral  pra6lices,  as  perfedlly  compatible  with  3 
ftate  of  union  with  Chrift.  But  this  certainly  sn-w 
not  the  cafe  with  Agricola,  and  many  others,  that 
have  been  charged  with  Antinomian  principles; 
who,  however  they  may  fpeak  difparaginglyof  the 
hw,  as  binding  ChriHian  men,  would  difclaim  the 
horrid  conclufions  which  their  adveriaries  have 
prefumed  to  draw  for  them.  Luther's  vigilance 
and  zeal  engaged  Agricola  either  to  explain  hiin* 
fclf,  or  to  retradl  what  was  erroneous  in  his  pofi- 
tions,  and  he  continued  in  his  miniflry. 

But  though  Luther's  pcrfonal  weight  aided  by 
his  vehemence,  and  fupported  by  the  Proteftant 
princes,  who  fo  highly  reverenced  him,  contributed 
to  maintain  an  appearance  of  unity  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  to  crufh  every  attempt  at  innovation 
in  the  eftabliftied  opinions ;  yet  no  fooner  were  his 
eyes  clofed  than  it  appeared  evident,  that  in  fcvcral 
points  his  deareft  friends  thought  differently  from 
him.  The  commanding  authority,  and  warmth  of 
Luther  in  a  fort  overawed  the  gentle,  but  mofl 
learned  Melandthon.  He  would  not  ftart  a  fub- 
jccSl  of  difpute  :  his  fpirii  was  yielding  and  conced- 
ing 


log  to  a  fault.  No  marvel  he  (hunned  the  leaft 
Oppofition  to  his  admired  friend.  When  his  maftef 
Was  taken  from  his  bead,  and  be  became  the  leader 
cf  the  Saxon  ecclenaftical  efiablifhment^  he  woald 
hare  purchafed  peace  with  Rome  by  tolerating, 
ftndfabmitting  to^  whut  Luther  woald  have  rged*^ 
cd  with  abhortence.  He  could  be  even  Content  to' 
Ibften  down  the  very  do6trinc  whifch  the  great  re* 
former  placed  as  the  criterion^  ftantit  aut  caderaii 
Hclefist^of  the  true  or  apofiate  church ;  and  t(x ad- 
mit fome  modification  o(  juJUficaiion  by  faith  alone j 
by  abating  fomething  from  man's  abfolute  incapa^ 
city  to  promote  his  own  converfion  unto  God^  and 
allowing  the  neceflity  of  goofd  works  for  falvation* 
Though  he  had  been  filent  on  the  controverfy  of 
the  Eucharift^  and  before  coincided  with  Luther  % 
he  latterly  could  not  receive  the  ftrong  ideas  of  real 
frejeneey  fuggefted  by  his  friend,  but  wifhed  at  leaft 
the  definition  might  be  left  fo  ambiguous,  as  tof 
admit  thofe  who  adopted  the  opinion  ofjymholonly^ 
in  the  Eucharift,  to  friendly  communion.  No  fooner 
bald  be  therefore  ventured  to  promulge  openly,  what 
he  had  before  either  fupprefled  or  only  modeftly 
hinted,  than  the  rigid  Lutherans  rofe  in  armj 
againfl:  him.  And  thofe  difturbances  began,  which 
to  a  man  of  his  temper  and  feeling  muft  have  been 
peculiarly  painful. 

The 
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The  firft  grand  cx^cafibn  of  divifion  in  the  IaI* 
theran  Church,  arofe  from  the  reference  made  to 
Mdandlhon  and  other  Saxon  diviiies,  on  the  fub- 
je<5lof  the  imperial  decree,  called  the  Interim^  and 
6o\V  far  they  could  fubmit  to  it.  His  pacific  fpirit 
counting  no  lacrifices  too  great  for  peace,  perfuadcd 
acquiefcence  in  all  matters  of  indifference^  to  th^ 
Emperors  edidl.  6irt  in  thefc  indifferent  matters^ 
he  reckoned  do<5lrIneS  of  deep  and  e(K;ntial  cdiife- 
quence,  in  the  eyes  of  Luther  and  his  true  fol- 
lowers, particularly  in  the  article  t)f  jiifiificaimtu 
And  as  yielding  was  he  refpc<5ling  ceremonies  and 
papal^urifdiSion ;  which  the  great  reformer  would 
have  fpurned  with  abhorrence*  No  wonder  thc«> 
fore  that  Luther's  mod  zealous  difciples,  with  th^ 
learned  Flaccus  at  their  head,  charged  thefc  ac- 
commodating divines  with  betrayal  of  the  truths 
and  with  apoftacy  from  the  vital  principle  of  Lu- 
therahifm. 

A  fliarp  contfbveriy  therefore  arofe,  concerning 
tVhat  could  be  called  indifferent ;  and  what  ought, 
or  ought  not,  to  be  yielded  to  Rome,  This  na- 
turally led  to  points  of  the  firft  confequcnce,  rc- 
fpedling  faith— good  works — ^the  prevention  of 
grace — the  co-operation  of  the  human  will — in  all 
which  Mclandlhon  cxpreflcd  himfelf  in  a  language 
that  Luther  woald  have  rejected  with  indignation* 
Since  nothing  could  be  farther  from  his  fentiments 

than 


464  IMPARTIAL  HISTORY  OF  [Pen  3* 

than  modification  on  any  of  thefe  fubjcdts,  refpe^- 
ing  which  he  had  declared  himfelf  in  the  raoft  ex- 
plicit manner.  Nor  would  Mclandlhon's  expli- 
cation^  that  the  miprej/ions  of  grace  were  accom- 
panied with  certain  correfpondent  anions  of  the  human- 
w'dU  have  been  borne  for  a  moment  by  the  great 
mailer  :  and  if  not  branded  as  abfolutely  heretical, 
by  Fiaccus^  and  his  adherents,  at  leafi  they  expofed 
Melandlhon  and  his  followers  to  heavy  charges  of 
(cmi-pelagianifm  :  to  which  no  doubt  fuch  modes 
of  expreffion  led.  They  excited  alfo  juft  apprc- 
henfions,  that  even  more  was  intended  than  ex- 
prefled,  under  fuch  unknown  terms,  in  the  nomen-^ 
clature  of  Lutheran  orthodoxy. 

An.  1557.  Flaccus,  the  chief,  in  that  amazing 
work  of  ecclefiaftical  learning,  "  the  Magdeburg 
"  Centuriators,"  was  advanced  to  the  chair  of  divi- 
nity of  Jena,  by  the  zealous  Lutheran  Ions  of  the 
deprived  eledlor  John,  who  had  formed  this  (emi- 
nary,  with  a  view  to  maintain  inviolate  the  pure 
do6lrines  of  the  great  reformer.  This  gave  him 
fcope,  as  it  more  immediately  called  him  to  defend 
the  matter,  and  to  attack  his  oppofers.  Thus  the 
breach  widened,  and  a  fchifin  was  apprehended  be- 
tween the  free-grace,  and  the  femi-pclagian  Lu- 
therans. 


An. 
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Aw.  1 66o;  Strigelius,  ti^e  difciple  of Melandlion, 
maintained  at  Jena,  in  oppoiition  to  Flaccus,  the 
freewill  do6trine,  aild  itian*s  co-^operation  in  con«- 
verfion.     For  this  he  was  accfuf<Kl^  by  the  profeflbr 
to  the  dofcey  impriibned  and  compelled  to  recant ; ; 
or  at  leaft  appear  to  do  fo,  in  order  to  obtain  his^ 
difeharge.     It  is  grievous  to  obferve,  that  the  true 
.Froteftant  principles  were  fo  little  fdlowed;  and 
each  fid6  cbilrted  the  arm  of  civil  power  to  aid  the 
force  on  their  arguments.  I  wave  entering  otrothcr 
cxmtroverfies  of  lefs  important  fubjedls,  which  dif« 
turbed  the  pehcc  of  the  Lutheran  Chiirch,  and  werfe 
fare  to  give  occafion  of  triumph  and  reproach  to. 
their  popifh  advcrfaries. 

During  the  life  of  Melanfthon,   the  cont^ft. 
raged;  t^or  was  it  quieted  by  bis  decease.     His. 
fon-in-Iaw  Pcucer,  a  man  as  refpedUble  for  bis 
Jeaming,  as  eminent  for  piety,  a  profeflbr  at  Wit- 
temberg,  had  fonned  a  confiderable  party  -among 

the  Saxon  divines,  who  adopted  with 
Air.  1571.  him  the  fentiments  of  Zuinglius,  re- 

fpe6ling  the  Eucharift,  in  preference  to 
thofeof  Luther;  and  to  which  Melanflhon  in  his 
latter  years  acceded.  Thefe  they  vvifhed  to  intro* 
duce  into  the  Saxon  church  ;  and  to  alter  the  efia* 
bli(hod  dodlrinc  of  the  real  pre/encf.  A  iblemn 
convocation  of  divines  was  held  at  Drefden  on  the 
fubjeift ;  and  a  formula  of  argreement  drawn  up, 
Vol.  IL  H  h  favourable 
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A  If.  1571.  favourable  to  the  friends  of  Peueer, 

and  denying  the  ubiquity  of  Chrift'a 
human  body.  At  this  the  rigid  Lutherans  fired,  and 
gaining  the  eledlor,  under  the  dreaded  apprehen* 
fionsy  that  the  foundations  of  Lutheranifm  were 
ready  to  be  overturned,  a  new  convention  at  Tor- 

gaw,  edabliihed  the  real  prefencey  and 
AN.  1574.  mftigated  the  elector  to  fefze,  impriibn^ 

and  banifh,  all  the  fecret  Calviilifts ; 
and  to  reduce  their  followers  by  every  aft  of  vio- 
lence, to  renounce  their  fentiments,  and  confefs  the 
ubiquity.  Ten  years  did  the  opprefled  Peucer  fuiFer 
itnprifonment,  in  the  fevereft  manner,  for  his  opi- 
nions :  and  proved,  that  pcrfecution  was  not  pecu- 
liar to  popifh  ecclefiaftics.  EfFedlually  to  eradicate 
this  dreaded  innovation,  and  drive  from  Saxony  and 
the  Lutheran  pale,  all  who  inclined  to  the  Helvetic 
opinion  refpeding  Chrift's  body  in  the  facrament, 
the  fame  divines  who  had  dfavvn  up  the  decrees  of 

Tor^azv,  produced  the  form  of  eoncort/, 
AN.  1 377  •  in  which,  the  real  mafiducation  of  Chrift's 

body  and  blood  in  the  Eucharift  was 
eftablifhcd,  and  herefy  and  excommunication  laid 
en  all  who  rcfafcd  this,  as  an  article  of  faith  ;  with 
pains  and  penalties  to  be  enforced  by  the  fecular 
arm.  The  bigotted  Saxon  eftablifhcd  ihi^form  of 
concord^  through  the  extent  of  his  authority ;  and 
many  other  Lutheran  churches  adopted  it.  But 
what  was  pretended  as  a  means  of  terminating  this 

controvcrf}^. 
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controverfy,  produced  more  violent  diflenfions  than 
ever.  All  the  calviniftic,  or  reformed  party,  lifted 
up  their  voices  againft  fuch  a  decifion,  not  only  as 
unfcriptural  in  itfelf;  but  sis  tending  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  to»  preclude  all  Chriftian  union  betweeti 
real  Proteftants.  The  favourers  of  the  Zuinglian 
notions  of  the  Eucharift,  felt  the  feverity  of  the 
cdidls.  <The  moderate  Lutherans  themfelves  ab- 
horred fuCh  hafty  cenfures.  The  friends  and  dif- 
ciples  of  the  aihiable  Mclandlhon  could  not  bear 
to  fee  his  fentimerits  thui  treated  :  and  from  a 
variety  of  motives,  the  form  of  concord  \Vas  fejedted 
by  a  confiderablcj  if  not  the  larger  part  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church.  Nor  iri  Saxony  itfelf  was  there 
wanting  a  vaft  number,  who  though  compelled  to 
fuppreis  their  opinions,  waited  only  the  favourable 

moment  to  (hew  themfelves.  This  the 
AN.  1586.  death  of  the  eleftor  Augultus  afforded, 

and  his  fucceiTbr  being  more  favourable 
to  the  moderate  Luthet^ns,  they  attempted  to  fup- 
prefs  the  form  of  concord^  arid  CrellitiSj  the  firft 
minifter  beirig  on  their  fide,  they  prepared  the  peo- 
ple for  the  change  they  tneditated,  by  lefler  altera- 
tions, fuch  as  the  omiiliori  of  exorcifm  which  had 
been  ufed  in  baptifm ;  by  a  catechifmy  favourable  to 
the  Calviniftic  opinions ;  and  by  a  new  edition  of  the 
Bible.  But  the  rigid  Lutherans,  exadlly  like  our 
High  church  atid  Sacheverel  for  ever,  caught  fire  at 

Hh2  thefe 
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thefe  unhallowed  changes^  making  the  nation 
the  Church  in  danger;  and  the  clergy,  infiamiDg 
the  populace^  produced  much  tumult^  and  iharp 

interference  of  ibe  magiftracy.     The 

AX.  1501.  tables  turned  on  the  death  of  the  dedor 

« 

Chrifiian  \.  The  rigid  Lutherans  re* 
fumed  their  empire,  and  their  adveriaries  were  im* 
prifoned  and  banifhed.  The  farm  of  concord  W2S 
reftored  to  its  vigour,  and  the  unhappy  CrelUiis, 
who  had  been  the  great  fupport  of  the  party^  put 

to  death.  On  fuch  juridical  execution 
AN.  1601.  of  Protcftaidtft  by  FroteftantSy  originating 

in  difputes,  s^>out  religious  opinions,  if 
J  could,  I  would  fix  a  brapd  of  reprobacy ;  and  lift 
up  my  feeble  voice  againft  perfeeution.  of  every 
|[ind.  But  I  am  confcious,  whilfi:  men  are  as  they 
are,  church  power  will  always  be  abufed,  and  un- 
chriftian  intolerance  wi(h  to  kindle  the  flames 
againft  all  who  may  venture  to  difier  fron^  the 
dominant  party,  indeed  the  moft  unlike  the  great 
Head  of  the  Church  are  they,  who  thruft  themfelvcs 
into  high  places ;  and  whofe  pride  and  iniblence 
are  gratified  in  trampling  upon  their  brethren.  Ye 
followers  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jefus,  weurk  the 
man,  that  hates  and  injures  his  brother  for  bis  opi- 
nions :  he  is  a  murderer,  in  whatever  church  he  is 
found. 


The 
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The  dodrines  of  Luther,  on  predefiination  and 
grace,  were  too  uncongenial  to  the  pride  and  wifdom 
of  the  unhumbled  heart,  not  to  excite  ftrong  op* 
pofition.  Huber,  of  Wittemberg,  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  in  defence  of  the  plan  of  univerfal  redemf^ 
tlorty  which  has  been  (ince  generally  adopted  in  the 
Lutheran  Church,  but  in  thofe  purer  days  of  evan- 
gelical  doftrine,  provoked  juft  indignation,  and  oc^i* 
cafioned  his  depofition  and  banifhment.  Violence 
on  all  fides  was  carried  to  the  extreme.  The  man 
who  fubfcribes  an  eftablilhed  dodlrine  juflly  forfeits 
his  advantages,  when  he  renounces  the  ground  of 
his  tenure  :  but  let  him  live  as  free  as  hi^  brethren^ 
and  defend  his  fentiments  in  love,  and  in  the  fpirit 
of  meeknefs.  The  mifery  is,  that  in  all  thefe  un* 
happy  difputes,  human  paf&ons  rage,  inftead  of  the 
fimple  purfuit  of  truth  and  godlinefs. 

i|||k  conclude;  in  the  Lutheran  Church  were 
found  men  great  in  every  view  ;  in  erudition  and 
piety.  But  as  muft  be  the  cafe  univerially,  the 
multitude  were  only  believers  in  the  lump.  Tbb 
generality  of  clergy  in  every  eftablifhed  church, 
enter  it  as  a  profeffion  ;  and  are  too  like  their  fellows 
in  all  worldly  purfuits,  and  human  paflions.  The 
faithful  and  really  godly  are  every  where  compa- 
ratively few,  who  ferve  the  Lord  Chrift  out  of  a 
pure  heart  fervently,  and  regard  their  work  as  their 
tyage^.     I  doubt  not  the  living  members  of  Chrift's 

H  h  3  bod^', 
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body,  within  the  Lutheran  pale,  in  that  day  were 

many  and  glorious.     At  the  firft  dawn  of  reforma* 

tion,   ftridl  piety  was  more  univerfally  cultivated 

among  the  profeflors :  but  declenfions  early  crept 

in  with  a  peaceable  eftabliihment ;  and  when   no 

longer  under  the  crofs,  the  departure  from  truth 

and  purity,  prefently  appeared.     Before  the  dole 

q{  the  century,  Moftieim  acknowledges,  that,  "  the 

f  manners  of  the  Lutherans  were  remarkably  dc- 

pravied — ^that  multitudes  offended  the  public,  by 

audacious  irregularities — ^that  difcipline  vanifhed, 

f*  eitljpr  through  the  careleflhefs  or  impotence  of 

*^  the  clerical  arm."     And  thgfe  who  diftinguiihed 

themfelves  from  their  brethren,  by  greater  zeal, 

purity  of  dodlrinc,  deadnefs  to  the  world,  heavenly* 

mindedncfs,  and  fpirituality  of  converfation,  were 

marked,   and  gained  a  qame  of  peculiarity,  that 

feparated  them  from  their  fellows,  content  to  bear 

a  tefiimony,  by  their  lives  and  labours,  to  a  M§lig- 

(iom  neither  Liatheran  nor  Calvjnift  exclufively,  but 

confiding  in  nghteoufnefs,  and  peace  and  joy  in 

the  Holy  Ghoft :  the  true  Spirit  of  the  Church 

univerfal,  which  is  neither  of  Paul^  pof  of  Apollos^ 

but  of  Chrift. 


ir. 
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II.   OF  THE  CHURCHES  CALLED  RE- 
FORMED, OR  CALVINISTIC. 

■ 

THE  name  of  ProieJlantSy  equally  applied  to  all 
diflenters  from  the  church  of  Rome.  As  thefe 
feparated  into  different  communities,  they  were 
diftingui(hcd  by  different  denominations;  the  term 
r^ormed  church  was  therefore  appropriated  to  thofe 
who,  differing  from  the  Lutheran  opinions  in  points 
of  dodlrincor  difcipline,  preferred,  efpecially  in  the 
great  articles  refpe<fting  the  real  prefence  in  the 
Eucharift,  the  do<ftrine  of  Zuinglius  and  Calvin  to 
Luther.  And  as  Calvin  was  the  mofl  eminent,  the 
feveral  churches  who  adopted  his  fentiments,  ge- 
nerally bore  his  name,  as  the  Lutherans  that  of 
their  great  reformer.  Not  that  Luther  or  Calvin 
pretended  to  fupport  any  dodlrines,  but  what  they 
deduced  from  the  Scriptures,  and  confirmed  by  the 
evidence  of  the  fathers,  efpecially  Auguftin.  Thft 
Calvinidic  churches,  though  united  in  the  con- 
feflion  of  the  fame  fundamental  articles  of  faith,  in 
which  indeed,  the  only  union  efiential  is  to  be 
fought,  were  formed  on  very  different  models ;  and 
chiefly  followed  the  feveral  forms  of  government, 
which  fubfified  in  the  countries  where  the  reforma- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  different  views  which  the 
rulers  in  different  nations  entertained  of  the  mod 

H  h  4  fcriptural 
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fcriptural  church  order.  For'from  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  and  the  apoftolic  precedents,  all  prokffcd  to 
derive  their  feveral  eftablifliments.  The  greater 
body  adopted  the  model  of  the  Helvetic  churches, 
and  elpecially  of  Geneva,  where  Calvin  prefided, 
and  had  a  chief  influence  over  all  tbofe  of  the  re* 
formed  profefRon.  Switzerland,  Grefmany,  France, 
Scotland,  Holland,  and  all  the  foreign  Calviniilic 
churches  eredled  (he  form  of  government  called 
Prejbyterian,  in  which  a  parity  of  rank  was  cfla- 
blifhed  among  the  miniflers  themfelvcs ;  aJ^naJical 
government,  confiding  of  clergy  and  laity,  eledted 
to  manage  the  concerns  of  the  particular  churches  ; 
and  a  general  aflembly  of  the  whole  church  to  de- 
cide on  momentous  cafes,  in  each  of  their  feveral 
dominions  or  diilri^ls.  Yet  this  eftabli(hment  was 
not  exadily  fimilar  in  any  two  churches,  who  held 
the  fame  confeflion  of  faith,  and  maintained  in  the 
general  outline,  the  fame  form  of  difcipline  and 
government. 

The  churches  of  England  and  Ireland  chofe  to 
retain  eplfcopacy  in  their  government,  as  in  their 
apprehenlion  more  congenial  with  monarchical  go- 
vernment, and  primitive  practice  ;  whilft  in  all  the 
great  articles  of  faitli,  they  held  with  their  foreign 
brethren,  and  maintained  communion  with  them. 
This  Church  formed  a  body,  refembling  the  ftate,. 
fitting  in  two  houfcs  of  convocation,  under  the 

fame 
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(ame  bead,  where  all  the  great  concerns  ecclefiafti- 
cal  were  to  be  fettled^  with  the  confent  of  the  mo- 
narch. 


In  ceremonies,  the  reformed  churches  differed 
greatly.  The  firft  and  great  reformer  Zuingiiu% 
who  began  before  Luther,  his  bold  attack  of  popery; 
carried  his  reform  far  beyond  him.  Whilft  Luther 
tolerated  images,  tapers,  altars,  exorcifm,  <and  auri- 
cular confeilion,  he  fwept  all  the  trappings  of  fuper- 
(tition  away ;  reducing  the  worlhip  to  the  ilandard 
of  utmoil  iimplicity,  divefied  alike  of  garb  or  oma* 
ment.  The  other  churches  have  admitted  ibme 
ceremonies ;  the  epifcopal  churches  the  mofi,  as 
more  conformed  to  the  dignity  of  the  hierarchy* 
The  fpirit  of  devotion  hardly  needs  the  adventitious 
helps  which  formality  fuppofes  important.  Yet 
who  will  refufe  his  approbation  of  whatei^cr  may 
have  a  real  tendency  to  enliven  the  worlhip,  or  en* 
gage  the  attention  ?  Such  furcly  will  mufic  be 
found,  when  under  proper  regulation. 

Zurichj  the  cradle  of  the  reformed,  profeflcd  in 
the  article  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  the  limple  acknow* 
Tedgment  of  its  being  ^Jign  and  nothing  more,  ac* 
cording  to  the  opinion  of  Zuinglius,  and  his  excel- 
^nt  and  able  aflbciate  CEcolampadius.  Herein  the 
JLrUtherans  were  at  too  great  a  diftancc  to  approachp 
and  all  efforts  of  conciliation  proved  abortive.    As 

.  this 
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this  was  a  matter  of  firft  concern  in  that  day,  it 
may  be  ufeful  to  obferve  the  gradations  of  opinion 
on  this  fubjcift,  among  the  churches. 

ZuiNGLius  and  his  followers  regarded  the  Eu- 
chariftas  a  mewejigfi  orjymhol,  of  which  all  pro^ 
feffing  Chriftians,  whether  regenerate,  or  unrege^ 
nerate^  might  partake  alike. 

Calvin  fuppofed  the^w  orjymhol  to  convey  a 
ibcramental  pledge  of  bleffing,  and  that  difpiritiial 
frefmce  of  Chrift  attended  it  to  the  regenerate  and 
believing  only  ;  whilft  to  others  the  elements  re- 
mained as  common  food  s  and  this  the  Church  of 
England  adopted, 

Luther  maintained,  that  the  elements  remain- 
ed ftill  bread  and  wine,  but  that  a  real prefe7ice  of 
Chrift  imited  with  them^  in  virtue  of  the  ubiquity  of 
bis  fnppofcd  human  nature,  and  a  real  manducaiion 
of  Chrift' s  body  followed  ;  this  was  termed  confub-* 
flant'iatlofi.     • 

The  Popish   Doctors,  contented   for  a  real 
iravf mutation  of  the  elements,  which,  under   the 
fcrm  of  bread  and  wine,  loft  their  nature  and  fub- 
fiance^  after  confecration,  and  were  adlually  chang- 
ed into  the  very  body  and   blood  of  Chrift,   by 
Iranfuhflantiation. 

Ax. 
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An.  1531.  ZuiNGLius  fell  in  battle,  attending 
with  bis  exhortations  his  countrymen,  as  was  the 
duty  of  his  office.  With  this  his  adverfaries  pre- 
fumed  to  upbraid  him,  and  infult  his  memory, 
however  undeferving  reproach.  The  triumph  of 
the  popifti  bigot.  Sir  Thomas  More,  ipeaks  what 
fpirit  he  was  of:  but  his  lofs  was  more  than  re« 
paired  in  Calvin,. who  fbon  afler  took  the  lead  $t 
Geneva,  and  was  regarded  as  the  patriarch  of  the 
reformed  churches.  His  learning,  piety  and  zeal, 
attradied  from  all  countries  ftudents  to  Geneva, 
now  become  a  kind  of  feminary  to  the  reformed 
churches,  as  Wittemberg  had  been  to  the  Luthe- 
ran ;  and  from  thence  they  iiTued  forth,  to  fpread 
the  opinions,  and  to  recommend  the  model  of  their 
admired  teacher.  Hence  a  band  of  union  was 
formed  through  England,  Holland,  Grermany, 
France,  and  Switzerland,  by  limilarity*  of  ftudies, 
a^nd  uniformity  in,  opinion,  refpeding  the  grand 
theological  tenets ;  regarding  as  a  matter  of  more 
indifference  the  fyftem  of  government  and  difci- 
pline  which  each  formed  for  themfelves. 

Luther  had  given  the  civil  magiftrate  the  lu- 
premc  power  in  ecdefiaftical  regulations,  and 
Zuinglius  had  therein  concurred  with  him  ;  yet, 
wbilft  he  made  the  vclergy  dependent  on  the  civil 
government,  he  admitted  a  diftcrence  of  rank,  and 

appointed 


« 
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i^>pornted  a  fuperintendant  over  the  clergy  of  his 
caDtoo. 


Calvin  xnamtained  the  independence  of  the 
Church  on  the  magidrate^  as  competent  to  form 
its  own*  government  and  regulations^  in  ij'nods  and 
confiftories^  under  the  protecting  power  of  the  ci- 
Til  ruler^  with  perie6l  parity  among  the  pre£byters» 

The  Church  of  England  fleered  a  middle  courle* 
AU  fupremacy  of  legal  dominion  being  in  the  King, 
md  the  two  houfes  of  parliament.  Their  deciiiont 
cmly  conftitutc  law.  But  the  clergy  in  convocation, 
frith  the  confent  of  the  monarch,  may  form  regu- 
ktions  binding  on  their  own  body,  as  the  bye-laws 
of  a  corporation,  though  not  univerfally  obliga- 
tory. For  a  long  while  paft  this  convocation  hath 
ceafed  to  meet  for  ccclefiaftical  affairs ;  at  leaft 
tbey  only  meet  and  adjourn,  without  proceeding 
to  any  bufinefs. 

France,  Holland,  and  Scotland,  with  Geneya, 
adopted  the  government  which  Calvin  recom- 
mended. The  Swifs  perfevercd  in  that  eftablifhec^ 
by  Zuinglius ;  and  the  churches  of  England  and 
Ireland  purfued  with  epifcopacy  a  mixed  regula- 
tion, fubordmatc  to  the  parliamentary  fupremjacy. 


But 
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But  the  great  point  which  diftinguiibed  tkk 
leader  of  the  reformed  churches,  refpcdicd  fie  d^ 
-trees  of  God,  and  their  confcqnenccs  on  the  ewr- 
lading  ftate  of  men,  as  flowing  from  his  own  ^ 
vereign  pleafure  and  will.  Nothing  that  CaMm 
advanced  fpoke  ftronger  than  Liitber  had  previ- 
oufly  maintained  on  the  fubjecl  of  predeftinatiaa 
and  grace ;  the  impotence  of  the  human  w^  to 
good  ;  and  the  utter  corruption  of  our  fallen  uia- 
ture.  But  after  his  deceafe,  the  Lutherans  in  gc* 
neral  departed  from  the  tenets  of  their  great  «• 
former,  to  the  fcnii- pelagian  lyftem  o(  c^-operatisHL 
Againft  this,  the  Genevan  apoftic,  ably  feocyntlodl 
by  his  colleagues,  Beza,  Zanchius,  and  othen^ 
(Irongly  contended  and  fupported  the  fyfleni,  fince 
called  the  Calviniftic,  with  fuch  force  of  argumeafll; 
that  it  was  univcrfally  adopted  through  ail  the  Te>* 
formed  churches,  and  became  their  difcrmuxsatif^ 
feature ;  and  mtdd-  continue  fo,  as  long  as  the 
Helvetic  confeflioo,  the  catechifm  of  Heidc&ei^^ 
the  decilions  of  the  fynod  of  Dort,  the  aflcmbly> 
catechifm,  and  the  thirty- nine  articles  oi  tl»e 
Church  of  England  continue  unrepealed.  For, 
whatever  change  of  fentiments  may  have  bear 
wrought  at  Geneva,  in  France,  Holland,  Gemumy, 
or  Great  Britain  ;  whilft  thefe  formularies  continue 
the  exprefs  bonds  of  union  in  the  feveral  churches, 
in  which  none  can  enter  into  holy  orders,  but  by 
their  folemn  coofent  and  approbation  to  the  truths 

wfaicl^ 
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which  thefe  formulas  of  dodlrinc  contain,  fo  long 
whatever  difference  of  fentiment  may  be  enter- 
tained by  individuals,  minifters,  or  others,  the  nja- 
jority  or  minority,  none  can  be  inferred  in  Sid 
Church,  which  remains  for  ever  fuch,  as  the  articles 
of  her  faith  declare. 

The  difputes  occafioned  by  the  opppfition  raifed 
to  thefe  predeilinarian  fentiments,  form  a  principal 
part  of  the  hiftory  of  the  reformed  churches  ;  as  in 
each  of  them  they  were  attacked  by  men  of  the 
greateft  acutenefs  and  learning  ;  and,  as  they  pre- 
fent  a  revolting  afpedl  in  the  view  of  every  un- 
humbled  confcience,  and  unenlightened  mind,  it 
was  impoffible,  humanly  fpeaking,  but  thofe  very 
confequences  (hould  refult,  which  we  arc  about 
Ihortly  to  detail ;  and  which  are  equally  lingular 
and  obfcrvable  ;  to  wit — That  for  a  long  while 
paft  the  majority  of  teachers  and  people  in  all  the 
reformed  churches  have  been  departing  farther  and 
farther  from  the  free  grace  and  predcftinarian  iyf- 
tem  ;  and  yet  the  original  eftablifliment  of  thefe 
dodlrines,  in  their  fevcral  formularies  and  confef- 
lions  of  faith,  remains  exadlly  as  they  were  fixed 
from  the  beginning. 

Switzerland,  divided  between  Popifh  and  Protef- 
tant  cantons,   hath  continued  (ince  the  days  of 
Calvin,  the  fame  formula  of  dotSlrine  and  difci- 
pline. 
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France  united  herfclf  with  Geneva  and  her  ve- 
nerable fathers,  Fard  and  Beza ;  who,  after  Cal- 
vin's deceafe,  fpread  the  truths  he  taught  vnih 
equal  zeal  and  fuccefs  ;  but  that  unhappy  countiy^ 
torn  with  civil  and  religious  feuds,  fufTered  Se- 
verely. The  party* of  the  reformed,  and  the  Ca- 
tholics, were  not  very  unequally  balanced,  though 
the  preponderance  refted  with  the  latter.  Yet  the 
Huguenots,  a  name  given  to  the  French  PpotcA 
tants,  were  numerous  even  at  court,  and  amotijr 
the  principal  perfonages  of  the  kingdom.     The 

dreadful  maflacre  of  the  Proteftants  on 
AN.  1572.  St.  Bartholemew*s   day,    which   ev«y 

tongue  has  execrated,  kindled  s&dh 
the  fires  of  diflention,  hardly  extinguiftied ;  and 
through  feas  of  blood,  Henry  of  Navarre,  the  heir 
of  the  throne,  contended  for  his  birth-right  againft 
his  popifh  ^d  inveterate  enemies.  The  great  ob- 
ftru6Uon  was  his  profeffion  of  the  reformed  reK- 
gion.  Honour  long  maintained  the  fimggte,  (ot 
confcience  with  fuch  a  man  could  have  prcfentcd 
•  feeble  barrier.  A  change  of  religion  feated  him 
at  laft  peaceably  on  the  throne.  Henry  the  Fourth,  , 
iimamed  tie  Great,  was  a  man  of  intrepid  valour, 
a  confummate  politician,  and  in  his  general  man- 
ners ellcemed  as  the  mod  amiable  of  men  ;  witbai 
profefledly  a  zealous  Proteftant ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  flave  of  appetite,  and  indulging  his  paf- 
lions  in  fuch  impurity  and  licentioufncis,  as  dif- 

graced 
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graced  the  name  of  Chriftian.  It  little  figtiifiedy 
indeed,  to  what  church  he  belonged.  His  politic 
apoilacy  procured  peace  for  the  body  which  be 
deferted^  as  well  as  the  throne  for  himielf ;  and 
the  edicft  of  Naqtz  confirmed  to  the  reformed  the 
moft  ample  toleration,  with  free  admiffion  to  all 
places  of  honour  and  profit ;  and  chambers  of 
juftice,  where  they  enjoyed  an  equal  number  of 
afieflbrs  of  their  own  profeflion*  A  third  part  of 
the  kingdom  at  leait  had  then  embraced  the  re- 
formed religion.     An.  1598. 

An.  1 560.  Knox,  the  famous  Scotch  reformer, 
and  pupil  of  Calvin,  brought  from  Greneva  the  re- 
formed fentiments  and  difcipline,  and  after  furious 
flruggles  cftablifticd  them  through  Scotland* 

England  had  long  been  preparing,  before  Luther 
or  Calvin  arofe,  for  a  reform  ;  and  when  firft  the 
feparation  was  formed  from  the  fee  of  Rome,  was 
in  peculiar  circumftanccs.  During  the  life  of  Henry 
the  Eighth,  a  man  of  violence,  lawlefs  in  appetite, 
and  deftitute  of  all  religion,  England,  as  a  body, 
could  not  be  properly  faid  to  have  had  any  religi- 
ous fentiments,  or  church  eftablifhed,  when  the 
dcfpotic  will  of  the  monarch  made  what  alterations 
he  pleafcd,  and  fent  to  the  flames,  or  the  fcafFold, 
thofe  who  dared  to  cjucftion  his  fupremaey,  or  to 
controvert  his  decilions.     Craumer,  the  friend  of 

Calvin, 
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Calvin^  and  in  opinion  one  with  him,  rcfpe6ling 
do^rines,  was  high  in  the  favour  of  this  capricious 
and  cruel  monarch.  By  improving  every  offered 
occafion,  and  yielding,  where  be  found  oppoiition 
ufelefs,  though  oflen  expofed  to  the  mod  immi«- 
nent  ruin,  he  endeavoured  to  avert  all  the  evil^ 
and  do  all  the  good  which  was  in  his  power.   But 

no  fooner  had  death  removed  the  ty- 
AN.  1547.  rant,  and  placed  the  amiable  Edward 

on  the  throne,  than  the  whole  ecclefi* 
afiical  eftablifhment  was  modelled  according  to 
the  reformed  fyftem,  leaving  the  biftiops,  and  the 
difcipline  of  the  Church,  nearly  as  they  had  been 
before..    The  abufes  of  popery  were  all  removed, 
or  at  kail  it  was  deiigncd  they  ihould  be ;  and 
England  became  a  capital  member  of  the  reformed 
Church.  The  excellent  Peter  Martyr,  the  intimate 
friend  of  Calvin,  was  invited  over,  and  feated  ia 
.the  profeflbr's  chair  at  Oxford  ;  and  both  univerfi- 
ties  maintained  with  zealous  attachment  the  doc- 
trines termed  Calviniftic,  and  which  the  thirty-nine 
articles  9onfirmed,  as  the  eilablifhed  profefiion  of 
the  kingdom.  Geneva  was  avowed  a  lifter  Churcb, 
united  in  dodlrine,  though  different  in  government 
and  difcipline  :  and  herein,  by  an  exprefs  declara- 
tion of  Calvin,  bound  to  exercife  mutual  indulg- 
ence. This  flouriihing  period  continued 
AN.  1353.  till  the  reign  of  Mary ;  when  many  emi- 
nent minifters  being  martyred,  the  reft 
Vol.  II.  I  i  who 
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ti^ho  efcaped  her  bloody  biihops,  difperfed  and  fied 
into  the  foreign  Proteilant  churches,  and  were  re- 
ceived at  Geneva  with  the  moil  fraternal  hofpitality. 

When  divine  Providence,  on  thedemilc 
AN.  1658.  of  Mary,  placed  Elizabeth  on  the  thrt>ne, 

thefe  perfecuted  exiles  returned  to  the 
land  of  their  nativity,  reftored  to  their  charges,  and 
exercifing  their  miniftry  in  the  Church,  from  which 
they  had  been  expelled  :  but,  during  their  abfence, 
their  habits  of  intimacy  and  acquaintance  with 
Geneva  and  her  divines,  as  well  as  of  the  cither 
reformed  churches,  had  raifed  fcruples  in  their 
tninds  refpedlingthe  lawfulnefs  of  many  rites  bon- 
tinued  in  the  Church  of  England ;  and  a  V^ifli 
to  reduce  that  eftablifhment  to  a  confonnfty  -with 
the  greater  fimplicity  of  the  foreign  r^otfzned 
churches.  The  body  of  the  dignified  clergy  was 
againft  the  exiles :  many  had  conformed  from  po- 
pery, and  wiflied  to  keep  as  near  as  poffibletothn 
Church  which  they  had  renounced,  in  hopes  of 
another  change :  but  above  all,  the  imperious  Eli- 
zabeth, who  had  inherited  an  abundant  portion  of 
her  father's  tyrannical  fpirit,  held  her  fupremacy 
with  a  jealous  tenacity,  and  fct  her  face  againft  all 
innovations  ;  and  though  both  her  intereft  and  in- 
clination feemed  to  concur  with  her  education, 
and  to  make  her  a  determined  Proteftant,  yet  fhc 
had  no  objection  to  the  exterior  pomp  of  wor(hip, 
and  rather  appeared  willing  to  enlarge  than  curtail 

the 
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the  ritual  ceremonies*  Nor  did  the  ftriiSl  a^nd  rigid 
manners  of  the  exiles  at  all  appear  congenial  to  her 
ipirit,  which,  with  all  her  apparent  zeal  for  the 
outward  profeffion  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  (cem- 
ed  totally  deftitute  of  the  power  of  it,  in  her  cpor 
fcience  and  her  condudl.  Her  imperious  temper ; 
lier  feminine  vanity  ;  her  duplicity  and  cruelty  to 
the  Queen  of  Scots ;  her  profane  fwearing  ;  and  a 
tnultitude  of  a(Sls  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  pu- 
rity and  gentlenefs  of  the  religion  of  the  Son  of 
God,  might  be  conlifient  with  the  character  of  n 
great  Queen,  but  utteriy  incompatible  with  that  of 
a  good  Chriflian. 

Far  from  conceding  any  thing  to  the  wifhes  of 
thofe  who  began  to  obtain  the  name  of  Puritan^ 
from  the  purer  worjkip  and  manners  which  they 
profefled  to  feck,  the  Queen  publifhed  the  A£l  of 
Vmformity^  and  enforced  it  with  all  the.  rigour  of 
her  authority.  The  Puritans  exafperated  by  a 
treatment,  which,  after  their  long  and.  eminent 
TufFerings,  they  thought  they  fo  little  deferved,  and 
lb  little  expe6led,  abftained  not  from  fliarp  and 
bitter  invedlives  againft  their  oppffcflbrs ;  and  their 
obftinacy  and  their  fcrupulofity  were  often  as  ex- 
treme, as  the  infolence  and  intolerance  of  their 
adverfaries  were  blameable.  The  bcft,  the  gentleft, 
the  moft  peaceable  on  both  fides,  w^re  little  Jbeard 
amidft  the  paffions  of  heated  opponents  :  neither 
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party  was  difpofed  to  yield  ;  .and  the  breach  daily 
'widened.  The  refufal  to  grant  a  liberal  toleration, 
and  the  determination  to  fupprefs  the  murmurs  of 
the  difcontented,  by  the  ftrong  hand  of  power, 
rendered  them  only  more  inimical  to  government, 
and  united  among  themfelvcs;  which  otherwife 
they  would  not  have  been  :  for,  whilft  the  moft 
violent  laboured  to  overturn  the  whole  ecclcfiafti- 
cal  eftablifliment,  and  to  reduce  it  to  their  favourite 
Genevan  model,  the  more  moderate  would  have 
gladly  accepted  a  few  eonceflions,  removing  the 
moft  obnoxious  grounds  of  their  objedlion  to  the 
forms  eftablifhed ;  of  which  the  article  of  veftments, 
the  (ign  of  the  croft  in  baptifm,  and  fome  fimilar 
rites,  made  a  formidable  part  :  for,  as  to  the  doc-' 
trifles,  they  were  perfedtly  confentient,  and  equally 
tenacious  of  them,  perhaps  more  fo  than  their  ad- 
verfarics.  Nor  were  they  as  averfc  t«  the  name  of 
bifhop  or  his  fuperintendance,  as  to  the  pomp,  and 
wealth,  and  political  engagements  of  the  prelacy: 
for  as  yet  the  Englilh  bifhops  claimed  not  their 
office  by  div'me  right ,  but  ufuier  the  conftitution  of 
their  cowitry ;  nor  pleaded  for  more  than  two  or- 
ders of  apoftolic  appointment,  bifhops  and  dea- 
cons. (See  Burnet  Reform,  vol.  1.  p.  324.) 

An.  1588.  BifhopBancroft  widened  the  breach, 
by  aflcrting  in  a  fermon,  preached  at  Paul's  Crofs, 
tha^  biftiops  were  a  diftin  A  order  from  priefis,  and 
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that  by  divine  right  \  and  Archbifhop  Whitgift 
liipported  the  aflertion. 

This  tended  farther  to  irritate,  as  the  archbifliop 
and  his  aflbciates  refufed  to  confidcr  any  as  in- 
veflcd  with  the  minifterial  characSler,  who  were  not 
epifcopally  ordained  ;  and  demanded  of  thofe,  who 
had  been  fet  apart  in  the  other  reformed  churches, 
to  be  re-ordained  before  tbey  were  permitted  to 
minifter  in  the  Church  of  England  :  as  if  there 
could  be  no  minifters,  no  (acraments,  no  ordi- 
nances, no  church,  without  bifhops,  priefts,  and 
deacons  of  epifcopal  ordination  :  and  this  as  much 
offended  the  whole  body  of  the  reformed  churches 
abroad,  as  it  juftly  irritated  the  Puritans  at  home. 

The  cathedrals,  their  worfliip,  and  pomp,  were 
peculiarly  obnoxioufe  to  the  Puritans,  as  were  the 
dignitaries  that  occupied  the  flails  in  them  :  and 
as  they  defired  to  banifh  the  pageantry  of  devotion, 
they  alfo  wifhed  a  greater  purity  of  difcipline ;  and 
that  all  who  were  open  offenders,  or  of  dubious 
cbara(5ler,  fhould  be  excluded  from  the  commu- 
nion of  the  faithful :  but  that  fuch  cxclufion  from 
the  table  of  the  Lord,  fhould  not  expofe  them  to 
any  civil  or  worldly  incommodity,  in  reputation, 
perfon,  or  eflate. 

I'i  3  The 
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The  high  commiffion  court,  and  ita  arbitrary 
inquiiitorial  proceedings  were  ftrongly  and.jufily 
objedlcd  to :  but  fuch  an  engine  was  ^  conge- 
nial to  the  defpotic  temper  of  the  monarch,  not  to 
be  furc  to  meet  her  ftrentious  fupport. 

Thus  began  thofe  troubles  in  the  Church,  the 
fearful  efFedls  of  which,  the  next  generation  pe- 
culiarly experienced  :  where  each  equally  blame- 
able  in  their  turn,  abufed  their  power  in  perfecu- 
cution  ;  and  inftcad  of  liberty  of  confcience,  and 
generous  toleration,  fmote  with  the  fword  of  the 
pivil  magiftrate,  all  that  refufed  to  conform  to  tl^eir 
feveral  cxclufive  eitablilhments. 

The  conflicts  of  the  contending  parties  I  mean 
not  to  dwell  upon.  I  can  only  juft  notice,  that 
among  the  Puritans  themfelves,  though  united 
againft  the  Chqrch,  much  difunion  prevailed : 
while  fomc  would  be  content  with  lefs,  and  others 
claimed  more  reforms,  a  variety  of  fedVs  commenced 
in  embryo,  which  a  future  age  hatched  into  life. 
Of  thefe  I  (hall  only  notice  that  denomination  of 
diflenters  which  now  firft  began  to  appear,  an4 
afterwards  becoming  fo  dominant  under  the  pro- 
te(5\oratc,  declined  at  the  reftoration,  but  at  pre- 
fent  feems  greatly  reviving. 


An, 
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An.  1581.    The  hdefendents  trace  their  moft 
diftioguiflicd  origin  to  Robert  Brown,  a  man  of 
abilities,  who  afFedled  to  form  a  purer  church,  on 
the  appftolic  model,  than   had  yet  exifted.     He 
confented  to  all  the  Cilviniftic  doiftrines,  alike  at 
that  day  admitted  by  churchmen  and  Puritans ; 
but  in  ecclefiaftical  government,  he  fuggefted  a 
new  plan  of  congregational  churches j  of  which  an- 
tiquity had  fumiflicd  no  precedent,  at  lead  finca 
the  apoilolic  age :  each  (eparate  and  diflin^— con- 
iifting  of  tbofe  only  who  worfhipped  in  the  fame 
place— exempt  from  all  jurifdidion  but  of  them- 
feves — electing  their  own  paflors— and  difmiffing 
them  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  members — ad- 
mitting and  expelling  from  their  fociety  in  the 
fame  mode.  T\\c\y  pajior  was  diftinguiflied  neither 
by  garb  nor  fuperiority  from  the  reft  ;  except  his 
leading  the  devotions,  miniftering  the  facraments, 
and  addrcfling  the  congregation  by  appointment 
of  the  people.  They  permitted  him  not  to  miniiter 
baptifm,  or  the  communion,  except  to  thofc  of 
his  own  fociety  ;  yet  did  they  not  reftridl  the  of- 
fice of  teacher  to  one,  but  admitted  any  member 
who  offered  and  was  approved  by  the  church,  to 
exhort  and  edify  their  brethren  :  withal  highly  in-  ' 
tolerant,  they  refufed  all  communion  with  every 
other  fociety  of  Chriftians,  formed  upon  a  different 
model  from  their  own.     Ip   many  of  thefe  points 
the  independents  have  been  fincc  UiJic  ciuiir^^cd 
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and  liberal.  Brown,  after  flying  his  country  for 
his  oppofition  to  the  governing  powers,  and  at* 
tempting  tp  form  churches  on  the  independent 
model  in  the  Dutch  provinces,  returned  to  Eng- 
land, confonned  to  the  church  eftabliihed ;  and 
is  faid  to  have  finifhed  his  latter  days  at  Achurch, 
in  Northamptonihire,  in  a  manner  disgraceful  to 
any  church.  A  part  of  one  of  the  congregations 
which  he  quitted  at  Ley  den,  tranfported  them- 
felves  to  America,  and  founded  at  Bofton  the  firft 
independent  fociety  on  that  Continent. 

Yet,  amidft  thefe  difputes  and  contentions,  re- 
fpedlingthc  forms  of  iTeligion,  a  great  and  glorious 
number  of  living  evidences  of  pure  Chriftianity 
appeared.  Many  of  the  writings  which  have  reach- 
ed us,  witnefs  the  excellence  of  their  authors:  and 
the  cxemplarincis  of  their  conduct,  and  their  zeal 
for  their  adorable  Mafter's  fervicc,  demonftrate, 
that  the  reformed  churches  in  this  land  were  then 
a  praifc  in  the  earth.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented, 
that  a  greater  fpirit  of  mccknefs  and  mutual  for- 
bearance was  not  exercifed  by  men,  who,  profeiT- 
ing  to  unite  in  all  the  divine  do<5lrines,  and  the 
holy  influence  of  them,  put  an  im{X)rtance  upon 
the  ceremonials  of  religion,  to  which  they  fecm  fo 
little  intitled.  The  one  fide  too  intolerant  and  te- 
nacious of  authority,  not  difpofed  to  admit  reafon- 
ftble  claims,  or  to  indulge  confcientious  fcruples  i 

the 
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the  other,  ftifF  and  unbending,  diflatisfiqd  with 
any  conceffions  or  alterations,  which  came  not  up 
to  the  extent  of  their  requifitions ;  and  charging 
many  of  the  bifhops  as  tyrannical  and  anti-chrif- 
tian,  who  certainly  meant  to  be  neither  ;  and  will, 
by  all  impartial  pofterity,  be  reckoned  among  the 
excellent  of  the,  earth.  The  great  Head  of  the 
Church  hath  long  fince  judged  both  parties,  and 
I  doubt  not,  they  are  together  praifing  him,  who 
pitieth  our  infirmities,  and  pardoneth  our  iniqui- 
ties. Certain  it  is,  that  many  of  the  bifhops  of 
that  day  were  laborious  pallors,  and  edified  the 
flock  over  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  made  them 
overfeers,  by  their  examples  and  preaching,  as  they 
did  the  whole  church  by  their  writings  ;  and  it  is 
as  certain,  that  many  of  thofe  who  dared  not  con- 
form to  the  eftablifhment,  were  minifters  equally 
pious,  learned,  and  exemplary,  adorned  the  doc- 
trine of  God  our  Saviour  by  the  purity  of  their 
lives,  and  greatly  edified  the  little  flocks  which 
had  been  colledlcd  by  their  labours :  and  not- 
withftanding  the  weight  of  authority  againft  them, 
they  continued  rifing  in  public  eftimation,  and  en^ 
creafing  the  numbers  of  the  diffatisfied.  Thefe 
were  of  two  forts.  State  Puritans,  who  wiflied  to 
introduce  a  greater  meafure  of  civil  liberty  into 
the  government,  and  were  the  political  chiefs,  who 
watched  their  opportunity  to  turn  the  difcontents 
of  their  brethren  to  the  accomplifhmcnt  of  their 

own 


4fiO  IMPARTIAL  ftiftToav  OF        [Per.  S^. 

own  defigns.  The  others  were  Church  Puritans^ 
who  defired  no  alterations  in  government,  and 
would  have  acquiefced  in  the  ecclefiafiical  efla- 
bliOiment  with  fome  modifications,  but  wifhed  a 
rcdu(Sion  of  unneceflary  ceremonies,  andtofepa*^ 
rate  the  Church  from  political  connections  with 
State ;  fo  as  to  be  lefs  a  worldly  fandluary,  as  to 
them  it  appeared.  It  was  ibmething  obfervable, 
that  the  men  among  the  conformifts  themfelvesi, 
who  neither  objected  to  the  forms  or  the  govern-* 
jnent  of  the  church,  if  they  manifefted  peculiar 
zeal  in  preaching  ;  flridnefs  of  manners  ;  and  ab- 
iiaincd  from  the  theatre,  and  what  the  world  calls 
the  innocent  amufements  of  life ;  they  alfo  recciv-.. 
cd  the  brand  of  Puritanifm,  a  circumftance  highly 
favourable  to  the  non-conforming  party,  as  impreCr 
ling  an  idea,  that  with  them  the  greateft  fpiritua* 
lity  of  condudV,  and  the  power  of  godlinefs,  was 
to  be  found,  (incc  all  who  (hewed  the  moft  of  this 
in  their  converfation,  bore  their  reproach. 

The  holy  lives,  and  the  triumphant  deaths  of 
many  of  the  men  of  that  generation,  are  on  re- 
cord. Their  flourifhing  congregations,  and  the 
attention  paid  to  the  miniftry  of  thofe  moft  faith- 
ful labourers,  fhcw  a  reliftx  for  the  truths  which 
they  preached,  and  a  defire  to  be  followers  of  fuch 
as  through  faith  and  patience  inherited  the  pro- 
mifes.     I  hear  them  often  branded  as  hypocrites, 

and 
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^nd  their  piety  interpreted  as  ootragcous  and  en-» 
thufiaftic  ;  but  I  am  not  at  all  fatisficd,  that  thoic 
from  whom  the  reproaches  of  this  fort  conie,  ar« 
the  bcft  judges  of  evangelical  truth,  or  the  noblcfl: 
palternsx)f  chriftianconverfation.  There  were,  no 
doubt,  many  hypocrites^  and  fuch  as,  under  thq 
cloak  of  jeligious  appearance,  had  political  ends  in 
view  ;  but  this  will  jbe  only  a  farther  proof  of  the 
fa6l,  that  a  life  of  exemplary  godlinefs  was  com- 
mon, apd  highly  refpedled ;  and  therefore  demoa- 
firates  a  general  ipread  of  *  vitai  reJigion  among 
lis,  in  that  day. 

The  United  Provinces,  rcfcued  from  the  ty- 
rannical dominion  of  Philip^  as  well  as  emanci- 
pated from  the  Romilh  yoke,  by  many  a  hard- 
fought  battle,  and  perfevering  courage,  began  to 
breathe  in  eftablifhed  liberty,  which  defied  the  im- 
potent malice  of  their  enemies.  The 
AN.  1579.  furnace  of  afflidlion  always  brightens 

the  Church  of  God.  A  great  and  faith- 
ful hoft  of  preachers  of  the  everlafting  gofpel  arofe, 
and  the  bands  of  religion  ftrengthened  them  for 
every  conflid,     A  golden  god,  ^hd  the  fpirit  of 

*  I  venture  to  u(e  tfaig  phrafeolpgy,  however  much  it  hath 
been  derided  by  infidels  and  fcoff'ers  ;  and  I  do  it  on  purpofe 
io  exprefs  my  views  of  true  Chrlfiiafiity,  as  a  divine  principle  of 
pfe,  implanted  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 

commerce. 
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commerce,  with  the  wealth  it  produces,  had  not 
as  yet  extended  its  baneful  influence  over  the  men 
of  that  generation.  They  had  ftarted  in  the  race 
vigoroufly  ;  and  adopting  the  reformed  fyftem  of 
€lo6lrine,  adorned  it  by  a  purity,  fobriety,  and 
temperance,  that  was  difiinguifliing. 

A  great  number  of  the  Bohemian  and  Moravian 
brethren,  joined  by  the  perfecuted  followers  of 
Hnfs,  and  driven  by  the  Catholic  clergy  into  Po- 
land, united  with  the  reformed  churches.  They 
had  at  fird  connccSled  themfelves  with  Luther  and 
his  aflbciates,  to  whom  they  fent  their  confeffion 

of  faith  and  difcipline,  and  were  not 
A??.  1522.  difapproved,  though  in  many  things 
different  from  the  Lutheran.  But  when 
they  were  expelled  Bohemia,  retaining  their  own 
difcipline,  they  adopted  the  Calviniftic  do<5lrine. 
I  apprehend  a  branch  ilill  remained  in  Moravia, 
and  Bohemia,  united  with  the  Lutherans,  from 
whom  the  prcfcnt  Moravian  brethren  are  dcfccnd- 
ed ;  who,  in  doctrine,  approach  much  nearer  the 
Lutheran  confcflion  than  the  Helvetic,  though  in 
their  church  government  they  have  retained  epif- 
copacy,  and  peculiarities  very  diftinguiftiing.  If 
their  anccftors  were  as  excellent  as  many  of  that 
denomination  in  the  prefent  day,  we  mud  reckon 
them  among  the  living  members  of  the  real  Church 
of  the  redeemed. 

The 
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The  Poles,  from  them,  and  other  Germans,  re- 
ceived the  true  evangelical  religion;  and  Boh^ 
mians,  Lutherans,  and  Swifs,  confederated  to  de- 
fend thcmfclves ;  exercifing  towards  each  other 
mutual  indulgence,  and  bearing  the  name  of  imi/^ 
hreihrcfi. 

Many  of  the  Grcrman  principalities,  Hanaa, 
Naflau,  Ifcngbcrg,  and  others,  towards  the  end  of 
this  century,  joined  the  reformed  churches ;  and 
ttfe  progrefs  of  Calvinifm  in  Denmark  was  confi- 
derable,  though  the  dominant  religion  continued 
Lutheran. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  clofe  the  account  of 
the  reformed  Church,  with  fome  ftridures  on  the 
character  of  that  eminent  perfonage,  who  was  fo 
highly  diftinguifhed  in  his  day,  and  has  minillered 
fo  much  matter  of  admiration  to  his  friends,  and 
obloquy  to  bis  enemies. 

« 
Calvxk  was  a  native  of  Noyon^  in  Piq^rdy  :  his 

mental  powers  were  great ;  bis  diligence  indefati- 
gable ;  bis  erudition  equal  to  the  firft  of  that  age  ; 
his  eloquence  was  manly ;  his  ftyle  perfpicuous,, 
and  admirably  pure  ;  as  a  minifter  of  the  fan<ftuarj, 
as  a  ptofeflbr  of  divinity,  his  labours  were  immenfe. 
Yet,  in  the  zenith  of  his  power,  his  income 
amounted  only  to  twcnty-fivc  pounds  a-ycar ;  and 

he 
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lie  refufed  the  increafe  of  flipend  which  Was  of- 
fered him  "by  the  magiftracy,  chufing  rather  to  give 
an  example  of  difintereftcdnefs  to  his  fucceflbrs* 
His  morals  were  ftri6My  exemplary  ;  his  piety  fer- 
vent*; his  zeal  againft  offenders  in  doi^lrine,   of 
manners,  rigid.     He  had  much  oppofition  to  en- 
counter, but  he  fubdued  it,  by  perfevering  ardor, 
and  dignity  of  condaft.  •  His  influence  at  Geneva 
was  vaft,  and  he  was  looked  up  to  by  the  reformed 
in  general,  as  their  oracle.    Evet*y  where  his  name 
"was  mentioned  with  reverence.  Tenacious  in  point 
'of  do61rine,  he  met  an  hoftof  opponents, -who  re- 
jected the  fyftem  of  unconditional  decrees.     Con* 
trover!}'  (harpened  his  fpirit,  and  he  is  accuied  of 
^bufing  his  power  and  influence  in  afts  of  oppref- 
iion  towards  his  adverfaries.      The  fuflTerings  of 
Gruct,  Bolfac,  Caftalio,  Ochinus,  but  particularly 
of  the  ever  remembered  Servetus,  put  to  death  by 
the  Genevan  magiftrates,  for  his  focinian  and  in- 
fidel opinions,  have  brought  an  odium  on  Calvin's 
name,  as  having  inftiggted  them  to  fuch  adls  of 
violence ;  at  leail  tiot  having  exerted  the  authority 
which  he  was  kn6wn  to  pofl^fs,  to  prevent  the 
ihedding  of  blood  :  and  if  this  were  a  juft  charge, 
let  the  reproach  reft  upon  him. 

However  dangerous  fuch  opinions  may  be  fiip- 
pofed  to  thfe  peace  of  fociety,  or  the  fouls  of  men, 
many  now  doubt  the  right  of  any  penal  infli6l?ons 

for 
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for  them  ;  and  much  more  the  jtiftice  «f .  putting 
ttiy  man  to  death  on  that  account^  hdweuer  impU 
ous  or  atheiftical  he  may;1>e.  But^^in  jbruth^  th6 
rights  of  confcience  were  ad  little  underfibod  ia 
that  day  among  the  Protefiants  ae  ainohg  the  FeU 
pifts ;  and  obftinate  hereiy^  or  daring  blaii^heniy^ 
ftfppofed  to  defer^  tiie  mod  condign  putiifbniea^ 
and  adjudged  to  prifcHi^  and  to  death.  ' 

Far  from  attempting  to  jufkify  tbeie  feveritics,  I 
t4leem  this  asthefouleft  blot  in  Calvin*s  otberwile 
fair  efcutcheon  ;  nor  do  I  think  the  fpirit  of  the 
times  any  exculpation  for  violating  the  plaineft 
dictates  of  the  word  of  God  and  common  fenfe, 
that  "  liberty  of  confcience  and  private  judgment^ 
*'  are  every  man's  birth-right  :**  and  where  nothing 
immoral,  or  tending  by  fome  ov^rt  a6t  to.diflurib 
the  peace  of  fociety  appears,  there  all  punifhment 
for  matters  of  opinion  mud  be  utterly  unchriiiian^ 
and  unjuflifiable. 

;    k  .  .  > 

'Calvin's  advice  to  the  Englifh  Puritans,  refpeft- 
ing  conformity,  was  fingularly  conciliatory.  He 
wifhed  them  in  all  matters  of  indifFcrence  to  ful>- 
nut ;  and  where  they  could  not,  to  give  as  little 
offence  as  poflible.  Suppoiing  with  the  wifeft  part 
of  the  reformed  Church,  that  "  Jefus  Chrift  having 
^^  left  no  exprefs  dircdions  refpeding  ecclefiailicai 

"  govern-^ 
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*' government,  every  nation  might  eftaWifti  the 
"  form  moft  agreeable  to  itfelf,  provided  nothing 
"  was  enjoined  dontrary  to  the  word  of  God." 
That  he  was  a  great  man^  his  enemies  will  not 
deny— rthat  he  was  a  good  man,  they  who  knew 
him  heft  bore  the  mofl  unimpeachable  witnels :— » 
and  what  none  dare  difpute,  thofe  who  were  the 
moft  diftinguiihed  in  every  Proteftant  country,  for 
learning  and  piety,  courted  his  acquaintance,  and 
gloried  in  his  fricndlhip,;  than  which,,  perhaps^  a 
more  unequivocal  proof  cannot  be  produced  of  hu- 
man excellence. 

The  reformed  Church  exhibited  a  conftellation 
of  worthies,  many  of  whom  have  been  mentioned^ 
and  more  are  omitted,  whofe  writings  demonftratt 
their  deep  erudition,  and  theological  knowledge ; 
and,  who  are  ftill  confulted  for  their  critical  Ikill, 
as  well  as  for  practical  improvement.  Their  fyf- 
tem  was  to  open  the  word  of  God,  as  the  fountain 
of  wifdom,  admitting  nothing  to  be  taught,  as  di- 
vine truth,  but  what  was  clearly  dcducible  from 
thence ;  avoiding  all  far-fetched  interpretations, 
and  fcholaftic  fubtleties.  And  on  this  bafis  of 
the  pure  word  of  God  alone,  have  the  reforn^ed 
churches  been  cre6led  ;  and  amidft  the  deplorable 
apoftacy  from  all  religion,  fubfift  in  vigour  to  the 
prcfent  day. 

3.  THE 


\ 
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III.  THE  HETERODOX  CHURCH. 

A  third  body  of  Proteftants,  who  are  formed  in- 
to Church  order,  and  profefs  Chriflianity,  I  have 
ventured  without  nicaning  any  reproach,  to  clafa 
under  the  title  of  heterodox  ;  as  they  differed  fo 
efientially  and  fundamentally  from  the  reft  of  the 
reformed.  Thefe  rofe  up  under  fevcral  names  ar.d 
forms  ;  to  the  chief  of  which  I  Ihall  (hortly  advert, 
and  their  hiflory. 

• 

It  was  hardly  poflible,  when  the  fpirit  of  refor- 
mation after  years  of  darknefs  invited  to  the  perufal 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  to  the  moft  unlimited  free- 
dom of  enquiry  into  their  contents,  that  a  diverfity 
of  fentiments  (hould  not  arife  among  the  learned ; 
from  whom,  and  their  conceit  of  Uipcrior  intelli- 
gence, all  herelies  have  ufually  commenced.  Of 
the  multitudes  therefore  of  thofe,  who  rofe  up 
in  oppofition  to  the  popifh  abufes,  fome  puflicd 
their  objections  even  to  the  Bible  itfelf ;  and  rcjedt- 
ed,  as  we  have  feen,  revelation,  and  the  very  being 
of  a  God.  The  old  hcrcfics  of  Arian  and  Pelagian 
origin,  revived  ;  and  various  (hades  of  degradation 
of  Chrift's  divinity,  brought  him  down  from  eflen- 
tial  godhead,  to  the  loweft  Hate  of  humanity,  in  the 
fyfiem  called  socinianism  :  unlefs  we  (hall  admit 
the  modem  Unitarians  to  a  lower  (lep  ;  who  with 
the  Davidi/isy  a  fecS  in  Tranlylvauia,  refufcd  every 
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addrefs^  or  honour  of  mediation,  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
Indeed  the  gradations  fcarcely  dcfcrvc  confidera* 
tion,  as  the  difference  between  the  true  God  and 
no  God  is  fuch,  as  hardly  to  admit  of  any  thing 
intermediate.  This  fe<ft  appears  to  derive  its  origin 
from  Italy ;  and  its  name  from  Fauftus  Socinus ; 
and  to  have  fpread  among  a  few  individuals  of  con- 
fiderable  literature ;  but  not  to  have  been  moulded 
into  form,  and  an  eftablifliment,  till  it  vifited  Po- 
land ;  where,  after  Ibme  viciffitudes,  the  city  of 
Racow,  in  the  palatinate  of  Sendomir,  became  the 
feminary  and  metropolitan   feat  of  this  hereiy : 

and  the  Racovian  catechifm  their  con- 
AN.  1574.  feffion  of  faith.     The  leading  principle 

of  the  {e&  appears  to  be,  that,  "  what- 
."  ever  fiirpafles  the  limits  of  human  comprehcnfion 
^^  is  to  be  excluded  from  the  Chriftian  profefHon.'* 
The  myftery  pf  the  Trinity — the  incarnation  of 
the  Son  of  God;; — and  the  deity  of  the  Spirit — ^are 
therefore,  confequently,  utterly  renounced  in  their 
creed.  Refpedling  the  article  of  baptifm,  they 
admitted  only  adults ;  and  re-baptifed  thofe  who 
joined  them  from  other  communions.  They  were 
confiderably  divided  among  themfel ves ;  and  though 
they  made  many  zealous  efforts  from  Racow,  to 
fpread  their  tenets  into  other  countries,  they  met 
with  very  little  fucccfs,  being  every  where  watched 
with  a  jealous  eye',  and  often  punifhcd  by  both  Lu- 

^herans  and  Calvinifts,  as  well  as  committed  to  the 

■  ■  ■.»<       ..1. 

inquifition^  under  tl^e  Roman  pale. 

•  .  ■  •     •  •       .   ,       •■     , 

It 
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It  is  obfervable  that  fome  of  the  mod  zealous  dif- 
oiples  of  Socinianifm  were  phyiicians^  as  Servetus^ 
whofe  fate  is  well  known;  and  whofe  turbulent 
fpirit  brought  him  to  his  untimely  end,  inexcufa- 
ble  ad  the  inftruments  were  who  imbrued  their 
hands  in  his  blood. 

An.  1563.  Blandrata,  another  phyfician^  fent 
into  Tranfylvania  at  the  requeft  of  Prince  Sigif- 
mund,  laboured  with  equal  zeal  and  more  fucceis ; 
and  with  his  afibciates  fpread  their  opinions,  and 
procured  a  peaceable  eftablifhment,  and  open  pro-^ 
feflion  of  their  faith  there,  to  this  day.  Though 
their  numbers  have  not  been  great  in  any  place, 
they  have  maintained  an  exiilence,  and  in  the  de- 
clenfidns  of  pure  Chriftianity,  have  gained  profe-^ 
lytes  in  countries  into  which  at  firfl  they  found  no 
admiffion  ;  as  in  England;  where  an  effort,  though 
with  no  great  fuccefs,  has  been  made  to  revive  the 
Unitarian  and  Socinian  notions  with  fome  devia- 
tions from  their  original.  The  indifference  to  all 
religion,  has  permitted  them  peaceably  to  exift ; 
at  the  fame  time,  that  it  hath  been  unfavourable  to 
their  progrefs ;  as  thefe  opinions  fuit  not  the  mul- 
titude^ and  the  few  who  chufe  to  be  free-thinkers^ 
and  treat  revelation  cavalierly,  rather  prefer  to 
make  no  profeffion  of  Chriftianity  at  all. 

The  peaceablenefs  of  the  SQCihian  principles, 
Which  in  their  mod  ancient  catecbifm>  forbad  oaths, 

KkCl  or 
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or  the  rcfiftancc  of  injury  or  oppreflion,  made 
them  much  lefs  obfcrvable  than  the  fed  of  the 
Amhapftfts^  with  which  they  were  often  claflcd, 
becaufe  of  their  coincidence  in  the  point  of  baptifm, 
however  different  in  other  particulars.  Thefe  laft 
indeed  excited  the  greateft  difturbances,  required 
the  flrong  arm  of  power  to  fubdue  them,  and 
brought  upon  thcmfelvcs  the*heavieft  cenfures  of 
the  reformed,  whether  Lutherans  or  Calvinifts. 

Amidft  the  agitations  of  thofc  days,  arole  this 
fe6l;  prefuming  to  found  a  new  Church,  in  which 
every  member  fhould  be  a  true  and  real  faint ;  and 
their  leaders,  under  a  fure  divine  impulfe,  and  arm- 
ed with  miraculous  powers  againft  all  oppofition. 
Under  Muntzer,  Stubner  Stork,  and  John  of  Ley- 
dcn,  a  tumultuous  multitude  declared  war  againft 
all  magillracy,  and  propofed  to  ere<5l  a  wcw  chri/to- 
cracy^  in  which  they  expelled  the  Saviour  himfclf 
perfonally  to  appear,  and  to  rule  the  nations  by 
them  and  their  followers.  The  firft  inundation 
was  fwept  away  as  above  recorded,  and  the  leaders 
defi roved.  But  the  fc6l  fubfifled,  and  continued 
to  dideniinate  the  fame  hopes,  and  to  make  the 
fame  pretenfions.  Not  that  all  w)io  were  included 
in  the  name,  were  alike  turbulent  in  their  principles, 
or  fanatic  in  their  expectations.  Many  of  them  ap- 
pear to  be  pcrfons  of  real  piety,  fcduced  by  the  hope 
of  a  purer  and  better  ftate  of  the  Chriftian  Church  ; 
and  only  held  in  commoti  with  the  refl,  the  neceflity 

of 
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of  adult  baptifm,  by  immerfion.  The  different 
countries  where  they  fpread,  concurred  in  exerting 
every  means  of  fupprelling  them ;  and  abfiained 
not  from  cruelties,  which  difgraced  the  Chriftiaa 
name ;  and  which,  as  hath  been  often  proved,  the 
conftancy  and  intrepidity  of  the  fufFerers,  braving 
the  favagenefs  of  their  perfecutors,  turned  to  the 
credit  and  advancement  of  their  caufe.  The  ma- 
giftrate  abfurdly  involved  all  who  bore  the  name  of 
Anabaptift  in  the  fame^Qiinality ;  however  harm- 
left  the  viiionary  hopes  of  many  were,  compared 
with  the  errors  and  turbulence  of  others.  And  be- 
caufe.an  incurable  heretic  in  the  eye  of  a  protcftant, 
as  well  as  a  papid,  was  (till  an  object  for  the  fword 
and  coercion  of  the  eftablifhcd  government,  they 
fufFered  feverely ;  fo  inadequately  was  true  Chril- 
tian  liberty  yet  underfiodd. 

On  the  deflri^dion  of  Munfler,  with  its  taylor 
king,  and  the  difperfion  of  thofc  who  efcaped  the 
fury  of  their  enemies,  the  fugitives  perfecutcd  in 
every  place,  were  reduced  very  low,  and  faw  the 
cxtindion  of  their  fe6l  approaching :  when  Men  no, 

a  Frieflander,  who  had  been  a  popilh 
AN,  1 536.  priefl,  and,  as  he  owns,  a  notorioufly 

wicked  man,  was  by  frequenting  their 
aflembly  reclaimed  ;  and  being  a  perfon  of  fingular 
abilities,  joined  thefociety,  and  became  their  chief. 
His  indefatigable  labours  from  Holland  to  Livonia, 
amidlt  innumerable  dangers,  greatly  increafed  the 

number 
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liumber  of  his  followers.  The  gentlenels  of  bis 
il^irit,  the  piety  of  his  condu6l^  the  power  of  his 
preaching ;  and  his  unwearied  ^eal^  gave  weight  to 
bis  advice.  His  wifdom  alfb  removed  the  mod  ob^ 
jedionable  parts  of  the  Anabaptiil  tenets,  and 
moulded  them  into  a  confidence,  far  lefs  offenfive 
to  the  reft  of  their  Chriftian  brethren.  He  retained 
ftill  fonle  of  the  particular  do<Slrines  of  the  iedl,  re- 
(peding  baptifm— the  millenium-^the  unlawful-* 
nefs  of  war — and  of  oaths*— ^nd  the  excluiion  of 
all  magiftracy  from  their  communion—- but  he  con- 
demned all  their  paft  turbulence,  polygamy^  and 
pretences  to  infpiration :  recommending  the  greateft 
peaceablcnefs  of  conduct,  even  to  non-reilftancey 
and  the  ftri6teft  purity  of  morals,  without  which 
none  were  to  be  admitted,  or  abide  in  their  com- 
munion. Under  Co  prudent  a  leader,  the  fociety 
eftablifhed  order,  and  obtained  refpedi ability.  Di- 
vifions  among  themfelves  indeed  greatly  weakened 
their  caufe ;  which  all  Menno's  prudence  could 
not  appeafe.  A  rigid  fedl  arofe  affecting  peculiar 
ftrictnefs  of  difcipline,  and  hurling  excommunica- 
tions againft  their  brethren  on  the  flighteft  occa<* 
lions.  This  produced  a  reparation  into  the  rigid 
and  moderato  Anabaptills,  and  endlefs  debates  of 
too  little  confcquencc  to  dwell  upon. 

In  Holland,  under  that  great  friend  of  liberty, 
William  Prince  of  Orange,  they  obtained  a  peacea- 
ble fettlement,  and  liberty  of  confcience  ;  having 

generoufly 
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generoufly  affifted  him  with  money  in  a  great 
emergence.  From  thence  they  are  fuppofed  to 
have  migrated  to  England.  But  thofe  who  have 
fettled  with  us,  differ  ftill  much  from  the  ancient 
and  modern  Mennonites ;  and  more  among  them-^ 
felves  :  for  holding  as  the  diftingui(hing  feature  of 
their  party,  the  article  of  baptifm,  nothing  can  be 
more  remote  from  each  other  than  the  general  bap^ 
tifts,  who  have  embraced  the  Arminian  tenets,  and 
th^  particular  Baptifts,  who  ftrongly  adhere  to  thofe 
of  Calvin,  and  the  reformed  churches.  And  of 
thefe  latter,  a  great  difference  remains  betwixt 
thofe  who  admit  mixed  communion,  and  thofe 
who  refufe  it  to  any  but  their  own  peculiar  fe6L 
A  few  alfo  obferve  the  Jewifti  fabbath,  as  their  day 
of  worlhip,  in  preference  to  the  Lord's-day>  and 
0re  termed  y^^w/A  day  Baptifts. 

When  I  have  ranked  the  firft  Anabaptifis  under 
the  head  of  heterodox,  with  their  fanatical  opinions; 
I  wifh  by  no  means  to  be  underflood  as  compre- 
hending the  Mennonites,  or  modern  congregations 
of  Baptifts,  on  any  line  with  the  Socinian  and  Arian 
herefy ;  far  ptherwife.  After  Menno  had  purged 
this  denomination  from  the  moft  exceptionable 
tenets,  1  have  no  doubt,  that  many  of  his  followeis 
and  himfelf  deferve  a  name  in  the  Church  of  the 
living  God,  and  were  as  true  aod  real  members  of 
Chrift's  body,  as  the  excellent  in  the  reformed  and 
Lutheran  churches.  Aiid  whoever  candidly  weighs 

their . 
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their  do6lrines  and  pradtices  in  the  prefcnt  day 
mufl  allot  them  a  place  among  the  faithful^  as  a 
general  body,  notwithfianding  their  tenacioufnefs 
on  the  point  of  baptifm.  Indeed  in  all  other  things 
they  feem  very  nearly  united  with  their  reformed 
brethren,  rcfpci^ling  the  fundamental  articles  of  the 
Chrifiian  faith  :  arc  exemplary  in  their  zeal  to  pro- 
mote the  lalvation  of  fouls  by  Jefus  Chrift ;  and 
exhibit  refpe6lable  fpecimcns  of  thofc  who  walk,  lb, 
as  we  have  Chrift  for  an  example.     Through  the 
wcakncfs  of  our  intclledl,  and  the  infirmity  of  the 
ficfh,  it  is  not  the  lot  of  mortals  tcbc  of  one  mind, 
nor  of  real  Chriftians  to  form  a  compleat  f}'ftem  of 
unity  of  opinion.     But  one  thing  ihey  dcfire  to  do, 
to  hold  the  unity  of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace : 
.and  to  be  of  one  heart,  where  they  are  not  perfectly 
joined  in  the  fame  fentiments.     And  though  they 
occupy  feparate  communions,  and  aficmblc  not  in 
the  lame  places,  or  with  the  fame  forms  of  worfhip, 
yet  all  who  love  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrifl  in  finccritv, 
will  love  one  another  out  of  a  pure  heart  fervently. 
In  a  better  world  we  fhall  be  ftill  more  clofcly 
united,  and  be  one  fold  under  one  Shepherd.  How 
fhould  this  profpecSl  and  hope  mortify  the  fpirit  of 
prejudice  and  bigotry  in  every  heart,  and  lead  us  to 

greater  enlargement  and  mutual  Ibrbcarance  ! 

• 
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